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vOatwdathyuaderithe Milwaukee Parental Choice Program (MPCP),\a pupil who
resides in the city of Milwgukee may attend a private school at state expense under
certain conditions. ‘/Ia,\ rder to qualify as a private school under the law, an
institution’s educational program must provide at least 875 hours of instruction each
school year. -

w {-\)’I‘his bill provides that if the program offers kindergartendit must provide at
least 437 hours of instruction in kindergarten each school year:

VP
The bill also provides that upon request of the department of public iélstructiog, e

which administers the MPCP, a private school must demonstrate to
D
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satisfaction that the private school’s educational program meets all of the statutory
criteria to be a private school. In addition to offering a specified number of hours of
instructj ool i:ear (as mentioned above), current law requlres all of the

?‘he primary purpose of the educational program (ttygq)j be to prov1de private

1ous based instruction.

'l?he program {ghayst¥ be privately controlled.

W The program _must/t provide a sequentially progressive curriculum of
fundamental instruction in reading, language arts, mathematics, social studies,
science, and health. 'T%\ct

4. @: program (g not be operated for the purpose of circumventing the
school attendance law. 74, .t

5. 'yhe pupils in the program thdat/return annually to the homes of their t'/uft
parents or guardians for at least two months of summer vacation, or{the institution -
st be licensed as a child welfare agency by the department of hea th and fam1ly

=2

SeerceS
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urren Taw pr0h1b1ts a private school that is participating in the Milwaukee
Paxental-Choice\ProgragarUMPCPE from requiring a pupil attending the private

school under the program to participate in any religious activity if the pupil’s parent
6UN)/ or guardian requests that the pupil be exempt from the activity.

This bill requires each private school participating in the MPCP to adopt a
policy implementing the requirement described above. The private school must
include in the policy a list of the school activities that it has determined are religious
activities for the purpose of the exemption requirement. The list must include
religious worship, religious instruction, and any school activity that the private
school has determined is sectarian, proselytizing, or religiously doctrinal in nature.
The bill requires each MPCP school to provide a copy of its policy to each person who
expresses an interest in attending the private school under the program and
annually to MWWMDPH

The bill directs each MPCP school to ensure that a pupil who is exempt from
participating in a religious activity is not present in the room in which the activity
occurs. The bill also directs each MPCP school to provide a pupil who is exempt from
religious activities with a sufficient number of hours of instruction to meet the
statutory requirement for all private schools (at least 875 hours of instruction each
school year) and to enable the pupil to advance from grade to grade.

Finally, the bill dirécts"DPIto6 prom}@ate rules specifying supervision |
required foppupils who are exempt ﬁ;?fuhglous activities. 3
( Thi€ is a preliminary draft. An lysis will be included”n a later version. 5

o5 Vordieriming b
84‘9 S[W Current law prohibits public schools asd22 hools from discriminating

against pupils on the basis of sex, race, religion, natlonal origin, ancestry, creed,
pregnancy, marital or parental status, sexual orientation, or physical, mental,

orireli
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emotional, or learning disability. In addition, each school board must adopt policies
and procedures implementing this nondlscrlmlnatlon requirement. ,
This bill extends the nondiscrimination requirement to schools participating in

MEMMW@&QMMMPC C

ivabe T iby-of M am'a.u.kee The b111 also requlres each MPCP
school mdzmizsdw@l to develop written policies and procedures to implement
the nondiscrimination requirement and to provide each applicant to a school with all
of the following: {1) a list of the names, addresses, and telephone numbers of the
members of the governing body of the school {2) a notice stating Whether the school
is an organization run for profit or not for profit, and, if the school is rdn ndt for 'profit,
proof of its federal tax—exempt status,\(3) a copy of the appeals process used if the
school rejects an applicant for admission; §4) a statement that the school agrees to
be subject tothe open meetings and open records requirements applicable to public
bodies; and §5) a copy of the school’s nondiscrimination policies and procedures. In
add1t10n upon request of any person, the school must provide the information above,
as well as the number of pupils enrolled in the previous school year, pupil scores on
standardized tests administered in the previous school year, and the number of
pupils Who were expelled or who falled to graduate in the prevmus school year.
=T Cl CUITCNL PawW MPCP: 00 S eRemp MPCP pup1
' rehglous activity lf the pA pil’s parent or guardian s
to that effect This b1]l e ’

The people of the state of chonszn, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows

)VM“W%

*-3054/1.1* SECTION 1. 118.13 (1m) of the statutes is created to read:

118.13 (1m) No person who wishes to attend a private school under s. 119.23

@ MWW may be denied admission to that school and no pupil who is

&/

5
6
7

attending a private school under s. 119.23 e acharter-selroul may be denied
participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be discriminated against in any
curricular, extracurricular, pupil services, recreational, or other program or activity

of that school because of the person’s sex, race, religion, national origin, ancestry,
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1 creed, pregnancy, marital or parental status, sexual orientation, or physical, mental,
2 emotional, or learning disability.
3 *-3054/1.2* SECTION 2. 118.13 (2) (am) of the statutes is created to read:
4 118.13 (2) (am) Each private school participating in the program under s..
@ 119.23 gag-cdchThartor-sshesl shall develop written policies and procedures to
6 implement this section and submit them to the state superintendent. The policies
7 and procedures shall provide for receiving and investigating complaints regarding
8 possible violations of this section, for making determinations as to whether this
9 section has been violated, and for ensuring compliénce with this section.
10 *-3054/1.3* SECTION 3. 118.13 (2) (b) of the statutes is amended to read:
11 118.13 (2) (b) Any person who receives a negative determination under par. (a)
12 or (am) may appeal the determination to the state superintendent.
13 *-3054/1.4* SECTION 4. 118.13 (3) (a) 3. of the statutes is amended to read:
14 | 118.13 (3) () 3. Include in the department’s biennial report under s. 15.04 (1)
@ (d) information on the status-efschool distriet compliance of school district, r

. %gglgﬁand private schools with this section and sehool-distriet the progress made

toward providing reasonable equality of educational opportunity for all puplls in this

18 state.

19 *-3054/1.5* SECTION 5. 118.13 (3) (b) 1. of the statutes is amended to read:
118.13 (3) (b) 1. Periodically review school ﬁstﬁct@@%m&m&te

21 school programs, activities and services to determine whether the school board@

@) @%EZ scheple,and private schools are complying with this section.

23 *-3054/1.6* SECTION 6. 118.13 (3) (b) 2. of the statutes is amended to read:
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118.13 (8) (b) 2. Assist school boardsﬁ% @@Mand private schools to

comply with this section by providing information and technical assistance upon
request.
| *-3054/1.7* SECTION 7. 118.13 (4) of the statutes is amended to read:

118.13 (4) Any public school,@ggy@md or private school official, employee
or teacher who intentionally engages in conduct which discriminates against a
person or causes a person f:o be denied rights, benefits or privileges, in violation of
sub. (1) or (1m), may be required to forfeit not more than $1,000.

*-3034/1.1* SECTION 8. 118.165 (1) (c) of the statutes is renumbered 118.165

1) (e) l.gz;mended to read: S

118.165 (1) (¢) 1. The Except as Drovided in subd. 2., the program provides at
least 875 hours of instruction each schoolr year.
#-3034/1.2* SECTION 9. 118.165 (1) (c) 2. of the statutes i created to read:
118.165 (1) (c) 2. If the program offers kindergarten, it provides at least 437

hours of instruction in kindergarten each school year.

15
16 (  *-3054/1.8* SECTION 10. 118.40 (4) (a) 3. and 4. of the statutes ar?&%ﬁ“fé’a’”t‘o«}

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

!
g

ot )

g f
118.40 (4) (a) 3. Provide to each applicant to the cha School all of th,é}

i
{

following:

a. Alist of the names, addresses, an ephone numbers of the members of ﬂf;le

of the charter school’s shareholders, if any. ]

!

charter school’s governing body
"b. A notice statingWhether the charter school is an organization operatedffor

f

profit or not fef profit. If the charter school is a nonprofit organization, the charter

school'Shall also provide each applicant with a copy of the certificate issued under

L
™
i
i
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10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17

18

19

20
21

22

section 501 (c) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code verifying that the charter school is
a nonprofit organization that is exempt from federal income tax.

c. A copy of the appeals process used if the charter school rejects ar applicant

for admission.

d. A statement that the charter school agrees to permit p
copying of any récord, as defined in s. 19.32 (2), of the chagfer school to the sam
extent as required of, and subject to the same terms and gAforcement provisions thaI
apply to, an authority under subch. II of ch. 19.

e. A statement that the charter school ees to provide public access to
meetings of the governing body of the charter,gchool to the same extent as is required
of, and subject to the same terms and/nforcement provisions that Iapply to,j a
governmental body under subch. V of£h. 19.

f. A copy of the charter schogl’s policies and procedures on nondiscrimination
adopted under s. 118.13 (2) (ard).

4. Upon request by anf person, provide the material specified in subd. 3. af d
fhe number of pupils enr led in the charter school in the previous school year, pugil
scores on standardized tests administered in the previous school year, and the
number of pupils who were expelled or who failed to graduate in the previous schopl

year.

*-3054/.9* SECTION 11. 118.40 (4) (b) (intro.) and 1. of the statutes ate
consolidatéd, renumbered 118.40 (4) (b) and amended to read:
118.40 (4) (b) Restrictions. A charter school may not do-any of the following:
—Charge charge tuition.
*-3054/1.10* SECTION 18,40 (4) (b) 2 of the statntes is renealed

*~-3054/1.11* SECTION 13. 119.23 (6m) of the statutes is created to read:
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SECTION 13

119.23 (6m) Each private school participating in the program under this
section shall do all of the following‘:

(a) Provide to each person who applies to attend the private school all of the
following:

- 1. Alist of the names, addresses, and telephone numbers of the members of the
private school’é governing body and of the private school’s shareholders, if any.

2. A notice stating whether the private school is an organization operated for
profit or not for profit. If the private school is a nonprofit organization, the private
school shall also proxﬁ'de the applicant with a copy of the certificate issued under
section 501 (c) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code verifying that the private school is
a nonprofit orgahization that is exempt from federal income tax.

3. A copy of the appeals process used if the private school rejects the applicant.

4. A statement that the private school agrees to permit public inspection and
copying of any record, as déﬁned in s. 19.32 (2), of the private school to the same
extent as required of, and subject to the same terms and enforcement provisions that
apply to, an authority under subch. II of ch. 19. |

5. A statement that the private school agrees to provide public access to
meetings of the governing body of the private school to the same extent as is required
of, and subject to the same terms and énforcement provisions that apply té, a
governmental body under subch. V of ch. 19.

6. A copy of the private school’s policies and procedures on nondiscrimination
adopted under s. 118.13 (2) (aln/l).

(b) Upon request by any person, provide the material specified in par. (a) and
the number of pupﬂs enrolled in the private school in the previous school year, pupil

scores on standardized tests administered in the previous school year, and the
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number of pupils who were expelled or who failed to graduate in the previous school
year.

*-3035/2.1* SECTION 14. 119.23 (7) (c) of the statutes is renumbered 119.23

(7m) (a) and amended to read:

e
\

119.23 (7m) (a) A private school may not require a pupil attending the private
.6 school under this section to participate in any religious activity if the pupil’s parent
-7 - or guardian submits to the pupil’s teacher or the private school’s principal a written

8 request that the pupil be exempt from such-aetivities the activity, The private school

9 shall ensure that a pupil who is exempt from participating in a religious activit
: o

10 under this paragraph is not present in the room in which the religious activit oceurs:)
. /" SN

11 %-3054/1.12* SECTION 15. 119.23 (7) (¢) of the st

tes is amended to read;
A private school may not reafiire a pupil attending thegrivate

13 chool upder this section to participate inefiy religious activity if the gupil’s parent
14 or guardian submits to the pupil’s jefcher or the private schoolsrincipal a Wri@// '
15 request that the pupil be exes#t from such activitie vatexchoel participasin g ,
16 inthePrograte udérifis sechionishall provide each p€rson who applies to attendthe|
J 17 D ivate schoolAinder this section wgith 220Dy of a statement embodying the
‘ 18 s }rohibitin under this paragraph. / ' C/ -
\K/\:D] }19  %-3085/2.2* SECTION 16. 119.23 (7m) (b) to (d) of the st>atutes’ are created to
20 read:
21 119.23 (7m) (b) Each private échoo_l participating in the program under this
22 section shall adopt a policy implementing par. (a) and provide a copy of the policy to
23 each person who expresses an interest in attending the private school under this
24 section and annually to the deparfment with the notice under sub. (2) (a) 3. The

25 private school shall include in the policy a list of the school activities that it has
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& (1) [Fhis act first applies to papilswhe o
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determined are religious activities for the purpose of par. (a). The list shall include
religious worship, religious instruction, and any sch~ool activity that the private
school has determined is sectarian, proselytizing, or religiously doctrinal in nature.
.(¢) Each private school participating in the program under this section shall
provide a pupil who is exempt from one or more religious activities under par. (a) with -
a sufficient number of hours of instruction to meet the requirement under s. 118.165
(1) (c)‘gnd to enable the pupil to advance from grade to gradé in the private school.
(d) The department shall promulg‘gte rules to implement and administer this
subsection, including rules specifying the supervision required for pupils who are
exempt from religious activities under par. (a). |
*-3034/1.3* SECTION 17. 119.23 (10\)/of the statutes is created to read:
119.23 (10) Upon the department’s request, a private school that has notified
the department of its intent to participate, or that is participating, in the program
under this section shall demonstrate to the department’s satisfaction that its
educational program meets all of the criteria under s. 118.165 (1). The department
may require the private school to submit documents for that purpose, including a
school calendar, a daily schedule indicating the school’s hours of instruction, and
evidence showing that the school’s educational program provides a sequentially

progressive curriculum of fundamental instruction in the subjects specified in s.

v’ . ) .
118.165 (1) (d).// éwa 5 pvided amLmbm« (&M DL

&  *-3035/2.3* SECTION 18. Initial applicability.

nder section 119.23 of the statutes,-and to pupils who-attend a private school
Yoo

“under section 119.23 of the statutes, in the school year.

{ |

MW@%...
(2 , SO
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1 ‘ (1) This acttakes effect on January 1, 2092, or e ﬁr_st day of the sec
2 m eginning after publication, whichev
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Under the cyerént Milwaukee Parental Chojee” Program (MPCP), cert
low—income pyupils who reside in the city of Mil®aukee may attend particip
private sche6ls in Milwaukee at state e e. ‘

This bill makes a number of ch s in the laws governing charte
the MPCP, including the following: ‘

aln

chools and

Pupil assessments -+

Current law requires each school board to adopt either its own academic
standards or the academic standards contained in the governor’s executive order
issued on January 13, 1998, and to administer fourth, eighth, and tenth grade
examinations to fourth, eighth, and tenth grade pupils enrolled in the school district,
including pupils enrolled in charter schools (other than independent charter schools)
located in the school district. Identical provisions exist under current law for
independent charter schools.
Under current law, the fourth, eighth, and tenth grade examinations are not
required to be administered to pupils participating in the MPCP. ,
This bill provides that the governing body of a private school participating in
the MPCP must adopt academic standards and administer fourth, eighth, and tenth
grade examinations to pupils enrolled in the private school. The governing body may ,
either adopt theZDéepartment of Public-Tastracti ﬁDPlfexaminations or develop its
own.

Under current Iaw, each school board must administer to all pupils enrolled in
the school district in the third grade, including pupils enrolled in charter schools
(other than independent charter schools) located in the  school district, a
standardized reading test developed by DPI. The independent charter schools are
required to administer this test to their third grade pupils. Private schools
participating in the MPCP are not required to administer this test. This bill imposes
this requirement on these private schools.

High school diplomas; grade promotion

Under current law, each school board and the operator of each independent
charter school must develop written policies specifying criteria for granting a high
school diploma. Neither a school board nor the operator of an independent charter
school may grant a high school diploma to any pupil unless the pupil has satisfied
the criteria. Similarly, each school board and each independent charter school must
adopt policies specifying criteria for promoting a pupil from the fourth grade to the
fifth grade and from the eighth grade to the ninth grade. A pupil may not be
promoted unless he or she satisfies the promotion criteria.

This bill imposes upon private schools participating in the MPCP the same
prohibitions against graduation and promotion (for pupils attending the private

school under the MPCP) that are imposed upon school boards and independent
charter schools.

jEcts the meetings of the governing bodiesof charter school
d'that are participating in the MPCP e state’s open meetifigs law.
450 requires charter schools, and priyate schools that are rticipating in

JPCP, to comply with the state’s publie
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(:Uniyagzsity of Wisconsin-Parkside charter school

Curréntlaw limits the enrollment of the University of Wisconsin—Parksi
charter school to 40 ils. This bill increases the limiwm in
the 2004-05 school year.

For further information see m& cal fiscal estimate, which will be
printed as an appendix to this bill./,/

The people e state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and
_.entict as follows:

dern

SECTION 1. 118.30 (1g) (a) 1. of the statutes is amended to read:
118.30 (1g) (a) 1. By August 1, 1998, each school board shall adopt pupil
academic standards in mathematics, science, reading and writing, geography, and
history. Ifthe-governorhas-issued The school board may adopt the pupil academic
standards issued by the governor as an executive order under-s.14.23the school

SEcTION 2. 118.30 (1g) (a) 3. of the statutevs' is éfeatea to read:l .

118.30 (1g) (a) 3. The governing body of each private school participating in the
program under s. 119.23 shall adopt pupil academic standards in mathematics,
science, reading and writing, geography, and history. The governing body of the
pﬁvate school may adopt the pupil academic standards issued by the governor as
executive order no. 326, dated January 13, 1998.

SECTION 3. 118.30 (1g) (c) of the statutes is amended to read:

118.30 (1g) (c) Each school board operating elementary grades and, each
operator of a charter school under s. 118.40 (2r) that operates elementary grades, and
the governing body of each private school participating in the pr
119.23 that operates elementary grades may d'evelo4p‘o'r adlopft,yii‘;s. own examination
designed to measure pupil attainment of knowledge and concepts in the 4th grade

and may develop or adopt its own examination designed to measure pupil attainment
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of knowledge and concepts in the 8th grade. If the school board ex, operator of the
charter school, or governing body of the private school develops or adopts an
examination under this paragraph, it shall notify the department.

SECTION 4. 118.30 (1s) of the statutes is created to read:

118.30 (1s) Annually the governing body of each private school participating
in the program under s. 119.23 shall do all of the following:

(a) 1. Except as provided in sub. (6), administer the 4th grade examination
adopted or approved by the state superintendent under sub. (1) (a) to all pupils
attending the 4th grade in the private school under s. 119.28. | |

2. If the governing body of the private school has developed or adopted its own
4th grade exammatlon admlmster that exammatlon to all puplls attendlng the 4th
grade in the pnvate school under S. 119 23.

(am) 1. Except as prov1ded in sub. (6), admlnlster the 8th g'rade examination
adopted or approved by the state supermtendent under sub. (1) (a) to all pupils
attending the 8th grade in the private school under s. 119.23.

2. If the governing body of the private school has developed or adopted its own
8th grade examlnatlon admlmster that exammatlon to all puplls attendmg the 8th
grade in the private school under s. 119.23.

(b) Administer the 10th grade examination to all pupils attending the 10th
grade in the private school under s. 119.283.

SECTION 5. 118.30 (2) (b) 1. and 2. of the statutes are amended to read:

118.30 (2) (b) 1. If a pupil is enrolled in a special education program under
subch. V of ch. 115, the school board ex, operator of the charter school under s. 118.40

(2r),_or governing body of the private school participating in the program under s.
119.23 shall comply with s. 115.77 (1m) (bg).
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2. According to criteria established by the state superintendent by rule, the

2003 - 2004 Legislature - 6;,,/*” ﬁ LRB-3471/P2

school board ez, operator of the charter school under s. 118.40 (2r), or governing body
of the pri chool participating in rogram under s. 119.23 may determine not

to administer an examination under this section to a limited-English speaking

pupil, as defined under s. 115.955 (7), may permit the pupil to be examined in his or
her native language or may modify the format and administration of an examination
for such pupils.

SECTION 6. 118.30 (2) (b) 5. of the statutes is created to read:

118.30 (2) (b) 5. Upon the request of a pupil’s parent or guardian, the governing
body of a private school participating in the program under s. 119.23 shall excuse the
pupil from taking an examination administered under sub. (1s).

SECTION 7. 118.30 (6) of the statutes is amended to read:

118.30 (6) A school board and, an operator of a charter school under s. 118.40
(2r), and the governing body of a private school participating in the program under
8. 119.23 is not required to administer the 4th and 8th grade examinations adopted
or approved by the state superintendent under sub. (1) if the school board or, the

operator of the charter school, or the governing body of the private school administers

its own 4th and 8th grade examinations, the school board ox, operator of the charter
school, or governing body of the private school provides the state superintendent
with statistical correlations of those examinations with the examinations adopted or
approved by the state superintendent under sub. (1), and the federal department of
education approves.

SECTION 8. 118.33 (1) (f) Zm. of' the‘ stétﬁtés ié él;eated to read:

118.33 (1) () 2m. The governing body of each private school participating in the
program under s. 119.23 shall develop a policy specifying criteria for granting a high
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school diploma to pupils attending the private school under s. 119.23. The criteria
shall include the pupil’s academic performance and the recommendations of
teachers.

SEcTION 9. 118.33 (1) (D) 3. of the statutes is amendéd to read:
118.33 (1) (f) 3. Beginning on September 1, 2005, neither a school board nor an
operator of a charter school under s. 118.40 (2r) may grant a high school diploma to

any pupil unless the pupil has satisfied the criteria specified in the school board’s or

charter school’s policy under subd. 1. or 2. Beginning on September 1, 2005, the
not grant a high school diploma to any pupil attending the private school under .
MMMM&&M&&@&&M&M&M
pg‘ li.gy under §vubd,k Zrﬁ, ‘ ‘ -

SEcTION 10. 118.33 (6) (c) of the Statutes is created to read:

118.33 (6) (c) 1. The governing body of each private school participating in the
program under s. 119.23 shall adopt a written policy specifying criteria for promoting
a pupil who is attending the private school under s. 119.23 from the 4th grade to the
5th grade and ﬁom the 8th grade to the 9th grade. The criteria shall include the
pupil’s score on the examination administered under s. 118.30 (1s) (a) or (am), unless
the pupil has been excused from taking the examination under s. 118.30 (2) (b); the
pupil’s academic performance; the recommendations of teachers, which shall be
based solely on the pupil’s academic performance; and any other academic criteria
specified by the governing body of the private school.

2. Beginning on September 1, 2005, the governing body of a private school
participating in the program under s. 119.23 may not promote a 4th grade pupil who
is attending the private school under s. 119.23 to the 5th grade, and may not promote
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an 8th grade pupil who is attending the private school under s. 119.23 to the 9th

grade, unless the pupil satisfies the criteria for promotion specified in the governing

body’s policy under subd. 1.

SECTION 11. '118.40 (2r) (¢) 1. of the statutes is amended to read:

118.40 (2r) (c) 1. Onlypupils Pupils who reside in outside the school distri¢t

inyhich a charter school established under this subsection is located may a;t}end the
f th

charter s ool nly if there i ilabl r ils who are resi
school distrithand pupils described under subd. 2. are accommodated’

SECTION 12. 8.40 (2r) (c) 2. of the statutes is repealed andfecreated to read:

118.40 (2r) (c) 2. If aprivate school participating in the program under s. 119.23
is converted to a charter school under this subsection, 4 upil who attended the
private school and the pupil’s siblings may attend the’converted charter school even
though the pupil or the sibling resides outdide theschool district in which the charter
school is located.

SECTION 13. 118.40 (2r) (cm) of the statutes tvamended to read:

118.40 (2r) (cm) The chancellpf of the University 0 Wisconsin—Parkside may
establish or enter into a contraét for the establishment of Ox y one charter school
under this subsection, whicly'may not operate high school grades and which may not
accommodate more th ayt 400 480 pupils.

SECTION 14. 148.40 (4) (a) 3. and 4. of the statutes are created to reXd:

118.40 (4) fa) 3. Permit public inspection and copying of any record, as defined
in 8. 19.32 (2), of the charter school to the same extent as is required of, and subject™.

to the sgme terms and enforcement provisions that apply to, an authority under

subch. II of ch. 19.

—
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Section #. 119.23 (7) (a) (intro.) of the statutes is amended to read:

119.23 (7) (a) (intro.) Each private school participating in the program under this section shall
3
meet at leastea'iof the following standard/{\

History: 1989 a. 336; 1993 a. 16; 1995 a. 27 ss. 4002 tg.4009, 9145 (1); 1995 a. 216; 1997 a. 27, 113; 1999 a. 9; 2001
a. 16, 105; 2003 a. 33.
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1 Section es n rivate school T -
2 un’\r this paragraph applies unless the pupil is a sibling of a pupil attewds /
3 e sh ol under this section
4 SECTIONA\Li"Z. 119 23 (2) (a) 2. of the statutes is repeal
5 SECTION 18. 11923 (2) (a) 3. of the statutes is remtimbered 119.23 (2) (c)
6 SEcTION 19. 119.23 C2 (a) 4. of the statutesis renumbered 119.23 (2) (d).
7 SEcTION 20. 119.23 (2%6. of the statutes is renumbered 119.23 (2) (e).
8 SEcCTION 21. 119.23 (2) (b) of tatutes is repealed.
9 " SECTION 22. 119.23 (2) (fr'of the stattibes is created to read:
10 119.23 (2) (f) The ed a business plan to the state
11 superintendent.
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15 SECTION 24. 119.23 (7) (am) of the statutes is renumbered 119.23 (7) (d) 4. and
16 amended to read:

17 119.23 (7) (d) 4.

18 seetion-is-subjeet-te Comply with uniform financial accoupfing standards established
19 by the department and annually shall submit to the department an independent
20

financial audit of the private school conduc cted by a certified public accountant.
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Section #. 119.23 (7) (b) of the statutes is amended to read:

119.23 (7) (b) The state superintendent shall monitor the performance of the pupils attending pri-
vate schools under this section. If the state superintendcnt determines in any school year that the
2 .

private school is not meeting at leasteae];)'f the standards under par. (a), that private school may not

participate in the program under this section in the following school year.

History: 1989 a. 336; 1993 a. 16; 1995 a. 27 ss. 4002 to 4009, 9145 (1); 1995 a. 216; 1997 a. 27, 113; 1999 a. 9; 2001
a. 16, 105; 2003 a. 33. '
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e T

p_riv;\tg school under this section.
Slét{m 17. 119.23 (2) (a) 2. of the statutes is repealed. ,
SECTION,18. 119.23 (2) (a) 3. of the statutes is renumbered £ .23 ) (0.
SECTION :‘ N\ 119.23 (2) (a) 4. of the statutes is renumbg d 119.23 (2) (d).
SECTION 20. 119.23 (2) (a) 5. of the statutes is rebered 119.23 (2) (e).
SECTION 21. 119. (2) (b) of the statutes is re aled.
~ SECTION 22. 119.23 (2\({) of the statutesi§ created to read: |
119.23 (2) () The private‘school h/s/u/;mitted a business plan to the stat¢
superintendent. |

* SECTION 23. 119.23 (4r) of the stadntes is created to read:

119.23 (4r) The deparffhent may with? ld'paymeht under subs. (4) and (4m)

if a private school fails #6 comply with any of th&\tequirements under this section.

P,
,

\section ceases to attend a private school under this section. the lower income limit pe

SECTION 24. 119.23 (7) (am) of the statutes is réqumbered 119.23 (7) (d) 4. an

e e

amended to read:

(7) (d) 4. Eachprivate-school participating in the srosram under thi
Comply with uniform financial accounting stanards established
the department and annually shall submit to the department an igdependent]

financial audit of the private school conducted by a certified public accounthnt.

SECTION 25. 119.23 (7) (d) of the statutes is created to read:

119.23 (7) (d) The governing body of each private school participating in the

program under this section shall do all of the following:

1. Permit public inspection and copying of any record, as defined in s. 19.32 2),

of the private school to the same extent as is required of, and subject to the same
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terms and enforcement provisions that apply to, an authority under subch. II of ch.
19.

2. Provide public access to its meetings to the same extent as is required of, and
‘subject to the same terms and enforcement provisions that apply to, a governmental
body under subch. V of ch. 19. ‘

3. Administer to the.pqpils attending the 3rd grade in the private school under

thi's/;ection a standardized ifeading test developed by the department. .
9. Annually by August 1, provide the }iepartment with a copy of a certificate

of occupancy for the school obtained from an inspector approved by the department

of commerce.

(a) mdy be employed prior to the expiration of the 6-year period following t

conviction if the conviction is reversed, set aside, or vacated.

v
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DRAFTER’S NOTE LRB-3574/1dn
FROM THE PG:kmg:rs
LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE BUREAU

November 20, 2003

Instead of making the assessment provisions of the federal No Child Left Behind Act
applicable to the choice schools, this draft requires the choice schools to administer the
same assessments that public and charter schools are currently required to administer
under state law. See the changes to s. 118.30. Similarly, the draft requires choice
schools to employ licensed teachers, so I did not require them to employ only “highly
qualified” teachers, which the federal act requires of public schools.

I did not include several other provisions from the No Child Left Behind Act because
I could not determine how to make them applicable to the choice schools. For example,
the federal act requires that various corrective actions be taken if a public school fails
to make “adequate yearly progress.”

Some of these corrective actions (e.g., reopening as a charter school, replacing all or
most school staff, or turning operation of the school over to the state education agency)
would be extremely difficult, if not impossible, to apply to private schools.

If you have questions or need more information please let me know.

Peter R. Grant

Managing Attorney

Phone: (608) 267-3362

E-mail: peter.grant@legis.state.wi.us
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AN ACT to renumber 119.2 ) (a) and 119.23 (2) (b); o renumber and amend

118.165 (1) (c), 119.2347) (am) and 119.23 (7) (c); o amend 118.13 (2) (b), 118.13

(3) (a) 3., 118.1343) (b) 1., 118.13 (3) (b) 2., 118.13 (4), 118.30 (1g) (a) 1., 118.30
(1g) (), 118

and 119.23 (7) (b); and Zo create 118.13 (1m), 118.13 (2) (am), 118.165 (1) (¢) 2.,

0(2) (b) 1. and 2., 118.30 (6), 118.33 (1) (f) 3., 119.23 (7) (a) (intro.)

118.30 (1g) (a) 3., 118.30 (1s), 118.30 (2) (b) 3., 118.33 (1) () 2m., 118.33 (6) (c),
119.23 (1) (ag), 119.23 (2) (a) 6., 119.23 (2) (a) 7., 119.23 (2) (b) 2., 119.23 (4v),
119.23 (6m), 119.23 (7) (d), 119.23 (7m) (b) to (d) and 119.23 (10) of the statutes;

relating to: the Milwaukee Parental Choice Program and providing a penalty.

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau
This bill makes a number of changes in the laws governing the Milwaukee
Parental Choice Program (MPCP), under which a pupil who resides in the city of -

Milwaukee may attend a private school at state expense under certain conditions.
The changes include the following:

Private school requirements

Currently, in order to qualify as a private school under the law, an institution’s
educational program must provide at least 875 hours of instruction each school year.
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This bill provides that if the program offers kindergarten it must provide at least 437
hours of instruction in kindergarten each school year.

The bill also provides that upon request of the Department of Public Instruction
(DPI), which administers the MPCP, a private school must demonstrate to DPI’s
satisfaction that the private school’s educational program meets all of the statutory
criteria to be a private school. In addition to offering a specified number of hours of
instruction each school year (as mentioned above), current law requires all of the
following:

1. That the primary purpose of the educational program be to provide private
or religious based instruction.

2. That the program be privately controlled.

3. That the program provide a sequentially progressive curriculum of
fundamental instruction in reading, language arts, mathematics, social studies,
science, and health.

4. That the program not be operated for the purpose of circumventing the
compulsory school attendance law. '

5. That the pupils in the program return annually to the homes of their parents
or guardians for at least two months of summer vacation, or that the institution be
licensed as a child welfare agency by the Department of Health and Family Services.

Licensure of instructional staff

Wi n—Parkside, or the Milwaukee Aze Technical College) myst ensure that all
teaghiers hold a license or permit issyed by DPI. This bill extends this requiremegt'/
tg'private schools participating i e MPCP. ’

Standards and school requirements

Current law requires each private school participating in the MPCP to meet at
least one of the following standards:

1. Atleast 70 percent of the pupils in the program must advance one grade level
each year.

2. The private school’s average attendance rate for pupils in the program must
be at least 90 percent.

3. Atleast 80 percent of the pupils in the program must demonstrate significant
academic progress.

4. At least 70 percent of the families of pupils in the program must meet
parent—-involvement criteria established by the private school.

This bill requires each private school participating in the program to meet at
least three of the above standards}j
g Bill also requires.each private school participati
a business plan to DP¥and annuhlly to submit to

g in the program to sub
a certificate of occup
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Pupil assessments

Current law requires each school board to adopt either its own academic
standards or the academic standards contained in the governor’s executive order
issued on January 13, 1998, and to administer fourth, eighth, and tenth grade
examinations to fourth, eighth, and tenth grade pupils enrolled in the school district,
including pupils enrolled in charter schools (other than independent charter schools)
located in the school district. Identical provisions exist under current law for
independent charter schools.

Under current law, the fourth, eighth, and tenth grade examinations are not
required to be administered to pupils participating in the MPCP,

This bill provides that the governing body of a private school participating in
the MPCP must adopt academic standards and administer fourth, eighth, and tenth
grade examinations to pupils enrolled in the private school. The governing body may
either adopt the DPI examinations or develop its own.

~ Under current law, each school board must administer to all pupils enrolled in
the school district in the third grade, including pupils enrolled in charter schools
(other than independent charter schools) located in the school district, a
standardized reading test developed by DPI. The independent charter schools are
required to administer this test to their third grade pupils. Private schools
participating in the MPCP are not required to administer this test. This bill imposes
this requirement on these private schools. :
High school diplomas; grade promotion

Under current law, each school board and the operator of each independent
charter school must develop written policies specifying criteria for granting a high
school diploma. Neither a school board nor the operator of an independent charter
school may grant a high school diploma to any pupil unless the pupil has satisfied
the criteria. Similarly, each school board and each independent charter school must
adopt policies specifying criteria for promoting a pupil from the fourth grade to the
fifth grade and from the eighth grade to the ninth grade. A pupil may not be
promoted unless he or she satisfies the promotion criteria.

This bill imposes upon private schools participating in the MPCP the same
- prohibitions against graduation and promotion (for pupils attending the private
school under the MPCP) that are imposed upon school boards and independent
charter schools.

Religious activities

Current law prohibits a private school that is participating in the MPCP from
requiring a pupil attending the private school under the program to participate in
any religious activity if the pupil’s parent or guardian requests that the pupil be
exempt from the activity.

This bill requires each private school participating in the MPCP to adopt a
policy implementing the requirement described above. The private school must
include in the policy a list of the school activities that it has determined are religious
activities for the purpose of the exemption requirement. The list must include
religious worship, religious instruction, and any school activity that the private
school has determined is sectarian, proselytizing, or religiously doctrinal in nature.
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The bill requires each MPCP school to provide a copy of its policy to each person who
expresses an interest in attending the private school under the program and
annually to DPI. /

The bill directs each MPCP school to ensure that a pupil who is exempt from
participating in a religious activity is not present in the room in which the activity
occurs. The bill also directs each MPCP school to provide a pupil who is exempt from
religious activities with a sufficient number of hours of instruction to meet the
statutory requirement for all private schools (at least 875 hours of instruction each
school year) and to enable the pupil to advance from grade to grade.

Nondiscrimination

Current law prohibits public schools from discriminating against pupils on the
basis of sex, race, religion, national origin, ancestry, creed, pregnancy, marital or
parental status, sexual orientation, or physical, mental, emotional, or learning
disability. In addition, each school board must adopt policies and procedures
implementing this nondiscrimination requirement.

This bill extends the nondiscrimination requirement to schools participating in
the MPCP. The bill also requires each MPCP school to develop written policies and
procedures to implement the nondiscrimination requirement and to provide each
applicant to a school with all of the following: 1) a list of the names, addresses, and
telephone numbers of the members of the governing body of the school; 2) a notice
stating whether the school is an organization run for profit or not for profit, and, if
the school is run not for profit, proof of its federal tax—exempt status; 3) a copy of the
appeals process used if the school rejects an applicant for admission; 4) a statement
that the school agrees to be subject to the open meetings and open records
requirements applicable to public bodies; and 5) a copy of the school’s
nondiscrimination policies and procedures. In addition, upon request of any person,
the school must provide the information above, as well as the number of pupils
enrolled in the previous school year, pupil scores on standardized tests administered
in the previous school year, and the number of pupils who were expelled or who failed
to graduate in the previous school year.

b o™ <3nw!ﬁ.wuﬁ“@

The bill provides that no more then 65 percent of a private school’s enrollment
may consist of MPCP pupils. :

tate payment irom the /p;a}n@of an MPCPAZ,
)if the school violates any, the laws relatin :

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows: . .

v
SECTION 1. 118.13 (1m) of the statutes is created to read:
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118.13 (Im) No person who wishes to attend a private school under s. 119.23
may be denied admission to that school and no pupil who is attending a private school
under s. 119.23 may be denied participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be
discriminated against in any curricular, extracurricular, pupil services, recreational,
or other program or activity of that school because of the person’s sex, race, religion,
national origin, ancestry, creed, pregnancy, marital or parental status, sexual
orientation, or physical, mental, emotional, or learning disability.

SECTION 2. 118.13 (é)/ (am) of the statutes is created to read:

118.13 (2) (am) Each private school participating in the program under s.
119.23 shall develop written policies and procedures to implement this section and
submit them to the state superintendent. The policies and procedures shall provide
for reéeiving and investigatiné complaints regardiﬁg pbésible violatibns of this
section, for making determinations as to whether this section has been violated, and
fof ensuring compliance with this section. | |

SEcTION 3. 118.13 \(/2) (b) of the statutes is amended to read:

118.13 (2) (b) Any person who receives a negative determination under par. (a)
or (am) may appeal the determination to the state superintendent.

SEcCTION 4. 118.13 é) (a) 3. of the statutes is amended to read:

118.13 (3) (a) 3. Include in the department’s biennial report under s. 15.04 (1)
(d) information on the status—ef-school-distriet compliance of school districts and
private schools with this section and scheel-distriet the progress made toward
providing reésonable equality of educational opportunity for all pupils in this state.

SEcCTION 5. 118.13 (\3/) (b) 1. of the stétutes is amendéd to read: |
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118.13 (3) (b) 1. Periodically review school district and private school programs,
activities and services to determine whether the school boards and private schools
are cemplying with this section.

SECTION 6. 118.13 (3/) (b) 2. of the statutes is amended to read:

118.13 (3) (b) 2. Assist school boards and private schools to comply with this
section by providing information and technical assistance upon request.

SECTION 7. 118.13 (\Z) of the statutes is amended to read:

118.13 (4) Any public school or private school official, employee or teacher who
intentionally engages in conduct which discriminatee against a person or causes a
person to be denied rights, benefits or privileges, in violation of sub. (1) or (1m), may
be required to forfeit not more than $1,000.

| SECTION 8. v1‘1_8._165 (i{(c) ef t‘he.statutes ’is renumbered 118165 1) '(c)_ L and
emendedtoread: | o | - -

118.165 (1) (c) 1. The Except as provided in subd. 2., the program provides at
least 875 hours of instruction each school year.

| SEcTION 9. 118.165 (\1/) (c) 2. of the statutes is created to read:

118.165 (1) (c) 2. If the program offers kindergarten, it provides at least 437
hours of instruction in kindergarten each school year.

SEcTION 10. 118.30 (\l/g) (a) 1. of the statutes is amended to read:

118.30 (1g) (a) 1. By August 1, 1998, each school board shall adopt pupil
academic standards in mathematics, science, reading and writing, geography, and
history. If—the—gevemer—has-}ssued The school board may adopt the pupil academic
standards issued by the ggvernot as an executive order unders.14.23. the school
beard-may-adept-these-standards no. 326, dated January 13, 1998.

SEcTION 11. 118.30 (1g) (\2{) 3. of the statutes is created to read:
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118.30 (1g) (a) 3. The governing body of each private school participating in the
program under s. 119.23 shall adopt pupil academic standards in mathematics,
science, reading and writing, geography, and history. The governing body of the
private school may adopt the pupil academic standards issued by the governor as
executive order no. 326, dated January 13, 1998.

SEcTION 12, 118.30 (1g) '(<:) of the statutes is amended to read:

118.30 (1g) () Each school board operating elementary grades and, each
operator of a charter school under s. 118.40 (2r) that operates elementary grades, and
WMMMMMW
119.23 that opgrgtes' elementary grades may develop or adopt its own examination
designed to measure pupil attainment of knowledge and concepts in the 4th grade
and may develop or adopt its own examination designed to measure pupil attainment
of knowledge and concepts in the 8th grade. If the school board %, operator of the
charter school, or governing body of the private school develops or adopts an
examination under this paragraph, it shall notify the department.

SEcTION 13. 118.30 (lsls’of the statutes is created to read:

118.30 (1s) Annually the governing body of each private school participating
in the program under s. 119.23 shall do all of the following:

(a) 1. Except as provided in sub. (6), administer the 4th grade examination

| adopted or approved by the state superintendent under sub. (1) (a) to all pupils

attending the 4th grade in the private school under s. 119.23.
2. If'the governing body of the private school has developed or adopted its own
4th grade éxamination, administer that examination to all pupils attending the 4th

grade in the private school under s. 119.23.
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(am) 1. Except as provided in sub. (6), administer the 8th gi'ade examination
adopted or approved by the state superintendent under sub. (1) (a) to all pupils
attending the 8th grade in the private school under s. 119.23.

2. If the governing body of the private school has developed or adopted its own
8th grade examination, administer that examination to all pupils attending the 8th
grade in the private school under s. 119.283.

(b) Administer the 10th grade examination to all pupils attending the 10th
grade in the private school under s. 119.23.

SEcTION 14. 118.30 (2) (b‘fl. and 2. of the statutes are amended to read:

118.30 (2) (b) 1. If a pupil is enrolled in a special education program under
subch. V of ch. 115, the school board ex, operator of the charter school under s. 118.40
(2r), or ggvgrmng body of the private school participating in th program u nder s.
119.23 shall comply with s. 115.77 (1m) (bg).

2. According to criteria established by the state superintendent by rule, the
school board ez, operator of the charter school under s. 118.40 (2r), or governing body
of the private school participating in the program under s, 119.23 may determine not
to administer an examination under this section to a limited—English speaking
pupil, as deﬁﬁed under s. 115.955 (7), may permit the pupil to be examined in his or
her native language or may modify the format and administration of an examination

for such pupils.

SECTION 15. 118.30 (2) (bl)/5. of the statutes is created to read:

118.30 (2) (b) 5. Upon the request of a pupil’s parent or guardian, the governing
body of a pri\}ate school participating in the program under s. 119.23 shall excuse the

pupil from taking an examination administered under sub. (1s).

Vv’
SECTION 16. 118.30 (6) of the statutes is amended to read:
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118.30 (6) A school board and, an operator of a charter school under s. 118.40
(2r), and the governing body of a private school parti icipating in the program under
S. 119,23 is not required to administer the 4th and 8th grade examinations adopted
or appro§ed by the state superintendent under sub. (1) if the school board er, the

operator of the charter school, or the governing body of the private school administers
its own 4th and 8th grade examinations, the school board ez, operator of the charter

school, or governing body of the private school provides the state superintendent
with statistical correlations of those examinations with the examinations adopted or
approved by the state superintendent under sub. (1), and the federal department of
education approves.

SECTION 17. 118.33 (1) (O 24 of the statutes is created toread:

118.33 (1) (f) 2m. The governing body of each private school partiéipating in the
prog‘ram under s. 119.23 shall develop a policy specifying criteria for grantihg a high
school diploma to pupils attending the pl'ivate school under s. 119.23. The criteria
shall include the pupil’s academic performance and the recommendations of
teachers.

v’

SECTION 18. 118.33 (1) (f) 3. of the statutes is amended to read:

118.33 (1) () 3. Beginning on September 1, 2005, neither a school board nor an
operator of a charter school under s. 118.40 (2r) may grant a high school diploma to

~any pupil unless the pupil has satisfied the criteria specified in the school board’s or

charter school’s policy under subd. 1. or 2. Beginning on September 1, 2005, the

‘ governing body of a private school participating in the program under s. 119.23 may

not grant a high school diploma to any pupil attending the private school under s,
119.23 unless the pupil has satisfied th iteria specified in the governin
policy under subd. 2m.
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SEcCTION 19. 118.33 (6) (c1)/of the statutes is created to read:

118.33 (6) (c) 1. The governing body of each private school participating in the
program under s. 119.23 shall adopt a written policy specifying criteria for promoting
a pupil who is attending the private school under s. 119.23 from the 4th grade to the
5th grade and from the 8th grade to the 9th grade. The criteria shall include the
pupil’s score on the examination administered under s. 118.30 (1s) (a) or (am), unless
the pupil has been excused from taking the examination under s. 118.30 (2) (b); the
pupil’s academic performance; the recommendations of teachers, which shall be
based soiely on the pupil’s academic performance; and any other academic criteﬁa
specified by the governing body of the private school.

2. Begiiming on September 1, 2005, the governing body of a private school
participating in the program under s. 119.23 may not promote a 4th grade pupﬂ who
is attending the private school under s. 119.23 to the 5th grade, and may not promote
an 8th grade pupil who is attending the private school under s. 119.23 to the 9th
grade, unless the pupil satisfies the criteria for promotion specified in the governing

body’s policy under subd. 1.

SECTION 20. 119.23 (1) (a)

the statutes is renumbered 119.2&(})("&’1“)7

SECTION 21. 119,2871) (ag) of the statutZS;ﬂ‘}@dAo”‘fé/a‘cflf
119.23 (ag) “Instruptional staff” has"the meaning given in the rule

der s. 121.02 (1) (a) 2.

miulgated by the department yn

p/errﬁltto teach issued by the dep

’4,//‘ ; /
SECTION i:i/}w' 3(2) (a) 7. of the statutes is created to-réad:
= |

e
P
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1) 7. The private school thsiness plan to tw

o

SECTION #ﬁ 119.23 (2) (b) of the statutes is renumbered 119.23 (2) (b) 1.
SECTIONﬁ\7 119.23 (2) (b) 2. of the statutes is created to read:
119.23 (2) (b) 2. No more than 65 percent of a private school’s enrollment may

consist of pupils attending the private school under this section.

SECTION 26. /1197?:?(4v) of the statutes is create/d);erfe'ad:

119.23 ( The department may withhgldpayment under subs. (4)

iwate school violates this section_

7

SECTION#? 119.23 (6m\)/of the statutes is created to read:
119.23 (6m) Each private school participating in the program under this
section shall do all of the following:

(a) Provide to each person who applies to attend the private school all of the
following:

1. Alist of the names, addresses, and telephone numbers of the members of the
private school’s governing body and of the private school’s shareholders, if any.

2. A notice stating whether the private school is an organization operated for
profit or not for profit. If the private school is a nonprofit organization, the private
school shall also provide the applicant with a copy of the certificate issued under
section 501 (c) (8) of the Internal Revenue Code verifying that the private school is
‘a nonprofit organization that is exempt from federal income tax.

3. A copy of the appeals process used if the private school rejects the applicant.
4. A statement that the private school agrees to permit public inspection and

copying of any record, as defined in s. 19.32 (2), of the private school to the same
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extent as required of, and subject to the same terms and enforcement provisions that
apply to, an authority under subch. II of ch. 19. |

5 A statement that the private school agrees to provide public access to
meetings of the governing body of the private school to the same extent as is required
of, and subject to the same terms and enforcement provisions that apply to, a
goyemmental body under subch. V of ch. 19.

6. A copy of the private school’s policies and procedures on nondiscrimination
adopted under s. 118.13 (2) (am).

(b) 'Upon request by any person, provide the material specified in par. (a) and
the number of pupils enrolled in the private school in the previous school year, pupil
scores on standardized tests administered in the previous school year, and the
number of pupils Who_wlere expelled or who failéd to gfaduate in the previous schdol
year. ﬁ y
SECTIOND8. 119.23 (7) (a) (intro.) of the statutes is amended to read:

119.23 (7) (a) (intro.) Each private school participating in fhe program under
this section shall meet at least ene 3 of the following standards and annually submit

to the department a report describing the school’s status with respect to the 4th

standard:
SECTION‘—%;? 119.23 (7) (afn/) of the statutes is renumbered 119.23 (7) (d) 4. and
amended to read:

119.23 (7) (d) 4. Eachp

Comply with uniform financial accounting standards established

by the department and annually shall submit to the department an independent

financial audit of the private school cendx

P // - S—— .~
SECTIONW'IIQ.% (7) (b) of the statutes is amended to read:
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119.23 (7) (b) The state superintendent shall monitor the performance of the

- pupils attending private schools under this section. If the state superintendent

determines in any school year that the private school is not meeting at least one 3
of the standards under par. (a), that private school may not participate in the
program under this section in the following school year.

SECTION ; 119.23 (7) (c)vt;f the statutes is renumbered 119.23 (7m) (a) and
amended to read:

119.23 (7m) (a) A private school may not require a pﬁpil attending the private
school ﬁnder this section to participate in any religious activity if the pupil’s parent
or guardian submits to the pupil’s teacher or the private school’s principal a written
request that the pupil be exempt from such-aetivities the activity. The private school
shall ensure that a pupil who is exempt from participating in a religious activity
under this paragraph is not present in the room in which the religious activity occurs.

SECTION # 119.23 (7) (d){f the statutes is created to read: |

119.23 (7) (d) The governing body of each private school participating in the
program under this section shall do all of the following:

1. Permit public inspection and copying of any record, as defined in s. 19.32 (2),
of the private school to the same extent as is required of, and subject to the same
terms and enforcement provisions that apply to, an authoﬁty under subch. II of ch.
19.

2. Provide public access to its meetings to the same éxtent as is required of, and
subject to the same terms and enforcement provisions that apply to, a governmental
body under subch. V of ch. 19.

3. Administer to the pupils attending the 3rd grade in the private school under
this section a standardized reading test,developed by the department.
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ment

) SECTION #éb 119.23 (7m;/(b) to (d) of the statutes are created to read:

119.23 (7m) (b) Each private school participating in the program under this
section shall adopt a policy implementing par. (a) and provide a copy of the policy to
each person who expresses an interest in attending the private sbhool under this
section and annually to the department with the notice under sub. (2) (a) 3. The
private school shall include in the policy a list of the school activities that it has
determined are religious activities for the purpose of par. (a). The list shall inchide
religious worship, religious instruction, and any school activity that the private
school has determined is sectarian, proselytizing, or religiously doctrinal in nature.

(c) Each private school participating in the program under this section shall
provide a pupil who is exempt from one or more religious activities under par. (a) with
a sufficient number of hours of instruction to meet the requirement under s. 118.165
(1) (¢) and to enable the pupil to advance from grade to grade in the private school.

(d) The department shall promulgate rules to implement and administer this
subsection, including rules specifying the supervision required foi' pupils who are
exempt from religious activities under par. (a).

SECTIONﬁT/HQ.ZS (10) é'the statutes is created to read:

119.23 (10) Upon the department’s request, a private school that has notified
the department of its intent to participate, or that is participating, in the program
under this section shall demonstrate to the department’s satisfaction that its
educational program meets all of the criteria under s. 118.165 (1). The department

may require the private school to submit documents for that purpose, including a
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school calendar, a daily schedule indicating the school’s hours of instruction, and
evidence showing that the school’s educational program provides a sequentially
progressive curriculum of fundamental instruction in the subjects specified in s.
118.165 (1) (d).

SECTION-35. Initial applicability.

(1) Except as provided in subsection (2), this act first applies to private schools
participating in the pi'ogram under section 119.23 of the statutes, and to pupils who
attend a private school under section 119.23 of the statutes, in the 2004—05 school
year. |

(2) The treatment of sectious 118.13 (1m) and 119.23 (6m) (a) antl (7ﬁ1) (b) of
the statutes first apphes to persons who apply to attend a pnvate school under
sectlon 119 23 of the statutes in the 2004—05 school year.

(END)
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