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Gary, Aaron

From: Cardis, Philip

Sent: Monday, January 05, 2004 5:06 PM
To: Gary, Aaron

Subject: Zien draft request

Aaron-

Attached below is the information I provided to Sen. Zien's office.

Pete in Sen. Zien's office informed me that Option #2 language was what they wanted to do.
The option #2 language is similar to the septage exception to weight limits in s. 348.15 (3)(bv), Stats.

If you have any questions about this Aaron, please feel free to give me a call.
Thanks

Phil

ZienDraft.doc

Philip G. Cardis

Staff Attorney

Wisconsin Legislative Council

One East Main, Suite 401

Madison, WI 53701-2536

(608) 267-0683 FAX (608) 266-3830
philip.cardis @legis.state.wi.us




An Act to create 348.15 (3) (f) of the statutes; relating to permitting vehicles that are
hauling road-building materials to exceed weight limits on certain highways.

Option #1

348.15(3)(f)

(f) In the case of a vehicle or combination of vehicles transporting
[primarily][exclusively] road-building materials, the gross weight imposed on the
highway by the wheels of any one axle may not exceed 21,000 pounds or, for 2 axles 8 or

 less feet apart, 37,000 pounds or, for groups of 3 or more consecutive axles more than 9

feet apart, a weight of 2,000 pounds more than is shown in par. (c), but not to exceed
80,000 pounds. In this subsection, “road building materials” means any material being
transported that will be used in construction, maintenance, or repair of roads. This
paragraph does not apply to the national system of interstate and defense highways,
except for that portion of USH 51 between Wausau and STH 78 and that portion of STH
78 between USH 51 and the I90/94 interchange near Portage upon their federal
designation as I 39.

Comment: The Option #1 language is similar to the milk exception to weight limits in s.
348.15 (3)(bg), Stats. The words [primarily] or [exclusively] are bracketed to indicate a
word choice. The word “exclusively” is currently used in the milk exception, whereas
“primarily” is used in the septage exception (Option #2).

A requirement that the “road building materials” being transported actually be used in

construction, maintenance, or repair of roads could be added to narrow the proposed
weight limit exception.

Option #2

348.15(3)(f)

(f) In the case of a vehicle or combination of vehicles used primarily for the
transportation of road-building materials, the gross weight imposed on the highway by
the wheels of any one axle may not exceed 21,500 pounds or, for 2 axles 8 or less feet
apart, 37,000 pounds or, for groups of 3 or more consecutive axles more than 9 feet apart
a weight of 4,000 pounds more than is shown in par. (c) or, for groups of 4 or more
consecutive axles more than 10 feet apart, a weight of 6,000 pounds more than is shown
in par. () or, for groups of 5 or more consecutive axles more than 14 feet apart, a weight
of 7,000 pounds more than is shown in par. (c), but not to exceed 80,000 pounds. In this
subsection, “road building materials” means any material being transported that will be
used in construction, maintenance, or repair of roads. This paragraph does not apply to
the national system of interstate and defense highways, except for that portion of USH 51
between Wausau and STH 78 and that portion of STH 78 between USH 51 and the I
90/94 interchange near Portage upon their federal designation as I 39.

b

Comment: The Option #2 language is similar to the septage exception to weight limits
in s. 348.15 (3)(bv), Stats.
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A requirement that the “road building materials” being transported actually be used in

construction, maintenance, or repair of roads could be added to narrow the proposed
weight limit exception.
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AN Act ...; relating to: permitting vehicles that are hauling road building and

maintenance materials to exceed weight limits on certain highways.

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau

Under current law, with limited exceptions, no person may operate upon a
highway any vehicle or combination of vehicles that exceeds certain statutory weight
limits unless that ps}son obtains a permit issued by the Department of
Transportation (DOT)Y Certain exceptions allow a vehicle or a combination of
vehicles that is transporting exclusively milk under specified circumstances, peeled
or unpeeled forest products cut crosswise, or scap metal, or that is used primarily for
the transportation of septage, to operate without a permit on certain highways at
different, higher per-axle weight limits if the vehicle or combination of vehicles does
not exceed a gross weight of 80,000'1)01mds. A vehicle or combination of vehicles
operating under any of these exceptions may not operate without a permit on'Class
B highways or on the national system of interstate and defense highways, except for
the portion of I 39 between USH 51 and I 90/94.

This bill allows a vehicle or a combination of vehicles that is used primarily for
the transportation of road building and maintenance materials to operate without
a permit on certain highways at different, higher per—axle weight limits if the vehicle
or combination of vehicles does not exceed a gross weight of 80,000 pounds. The bill
does not allow these vehicles to operate without a permit on Class B highways or on

the national system of interstate and defense highways, except for the portion of I
39 between USH 51 and I 90/94.
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the Depactment of Transportation

Because this bjf concerns an exception to the vehicle weight limits specified in
ch. 348, stats., » as required by law, will prepare a report to be printed as an
appendix to this bill. : '

For further information see the state fiscal estimate, which will be printed as
an appendix to this bill.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:

SEcTION 1. 348(15 (3 (bt)xof the statutes is created to read:

348.15 (3) (bt) @vith;zténding pars. (), (), and (6o the case of a vehidl
or combination of vehicles used primarily for the transportation of‘r/oad building and
maintenance materials, the gross weight imposed on the highway by thé wheels of
any one axle may not exceed 21,500 pounds or, for 2 axles 8 or less feet apart, 37,000
pounds or, for groups of 3 or more consecutive axles more than 9 feet apart, a weight
of 4,000 pounds more than is ShoWn in par (c)or, fdf grdups of 4 or more cthecutive
axles niore than 10 feet apart, a weight of 6,000 pdunds more 'than is showh in par.

(c) or, for groups of 5 or more consecutive axles more than 14 feet apart, a weight of

7,000 pounds more than is shown in par. (c), but not to exceed 80,000'€ounds. ﬁhl.s
TN

» “road building and maintenance material” means any material that will

be used in construction, repair, or maintenance of roads, including highway salt.

"'Thisv‘paragraph does not apply to the national system of interstate and defense

R

highways, except for that portion of I 39 between USH 51 and I 90/94.

(END)

v
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ATTN: Peter Hanson and Phil Cardis

The attached draft is prepared according to the suggested language provided, with
minor changes.

I recommend modifying the language in created s. 348.15 3) (bt)ﬁ) refer to a vehicle
“transporting” rather than a vehicle “used primarily for the transportation of vy
which would track the language used in s. 348.15 (3) (bg) and (br)¥While s. 348.15 3)
(bv) uses language similar to this bill, a vehicle used for hauling septage is a fairly
specialized vehicle, unlikely to be used for hauling very many other loads. However,
many vehicles could be used to haul road building and maintenance materials. The
attached draft could be construed rather broadly to allow a vehicle or combination of
vehicles to frequently exceed existing weight limits while hauling loads other than
road machinery and maintenance materials, since authority to exceed the weight

limits is tied to the vehicle and not to the actual transportation of the road building and
maintenance materials. see

v
I note that road machinery, as defined in s. 340.01 (62), is already ex, piizefrom W?}ght
limits when engaged in construction or maintenance of a highway.[s. 348.02 (4)"

If the attached draft meets with your approval, please let me know and I will convert
it to an introducible “/1” draft.

‘Aaron R. Gary

Legislative Attorney

Phone: (608) 261-6926

E-mail: aaron.gary@legis.state.wi.us
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January 27, 2004

ATTN: Peter Hanson and Phil Cardis

The attached draft is prepared according to the suggested language provided, with
minor changes.

I recommend modifying the language in created s. 348.15 (3) (bt) to refer to a vehicle
“transporting” rather than a vehicle “used primarily for the transportation of ....,”
which would track the language used in s. 348.15 (3) (bg) and (br). While s. 348.15 (3)
(bv) uses language similar to this bill, a vehicle used for hauling septage is a fairly
specialized vehicle, unlikely to be used for hauling very many other loads. However,
many vehicles could be used to haul road building and maintenance materials. The
attached draft could be construed rather broadly to allow a vehicle or combination of
vehicles to frequently exceed existing weight limits while hauling loads other than
road machinery and maintenance materials, since authority to exceed the weight

limits is tied to the vehicle and not to the actual transportation of the road building and
maintenance materials.

I note that road machinery, as defined in s. 340.01 (562), is already exempt from weight
limits when engaged in construction or maintenance of a highway. See s. 348.02 (4).

If the attached draft meets with your approval, please let me know and I will convert
it to an introducible “/1” draft.

Aaron R. Gary

Legislative Attorney

Phone: (608) 261-6926

E-mail: aaron.gary@legis.state.wi.us
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AN ACT ¢o create 348.15 (3) (bt) of the statutes; relating to: permitting vehicles

that are hauling road building and maintenance materials to exceed weight

limits on certain highways.

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau

Under current law, with limited exceptions, no person may operate upon a
highway any vehicle or combination of vehicles that exceeds certain statutory weight
limits unless that person obtains a permit issued by the Department of
Transportation (DOT). Certain exceptions allow a vehicle or a combination of
vehicles that is transporting exclusively milk under specified circumstances, peeled
or unpeeled forest products cut crosswise, or scap metal, or that is used primarily for
the transportation of septage, to operate without a permit on certain highways at
different, higher per—axle weight limits if the vehicle or combination of vehicles does
not exceed a gross weight of 80,000 pounds. A vehicle or combination of vehicles
operating under any of these exceptions may not operate without a permit on Class
B highways or on the national system of interstate and defense highways, except for
the portion of I 39 between USH 51 and I 90/94.

This bill allows a vehicle or a combination of vehicles that is used primarily for
the transportation of road building and maintenance materials to operate without
a permit on certain highways at different, higher per—axle weight limits if the vehicle
or combination of vehicles does not exceed a gross weight of 80,000 pounds. The bill
does not allow these vehicles to operate without a permit on Class B highways or on
the national system of interstate and defense highways, except for the portion of I
39 between USH 51 and T 90/94.
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Because this bill concerns an exception to the vehicle weight limits specified in
ch. 348, stats., the Department of Transportation, as required by law, will prepare
a report to be printed as an appendix to this bill.

For further information see the state fiscal estimate, which will be printed as
an appendix to this bill.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:

SECTION 1. 348.15 (3) (bt)\{f the statutes is created to read:

348.15 (3) (bt) 1. In this paragraph, “road building and maintenance material”
means any material that will be used in construction, repair, or maintenance of
roads, including highWay salt.

2. Notwithstanding pars. (a), (b), and (c), in the case of a vehicle or combination
of vehicles used primarily for the transportation of road building and maintenance
materials, the gross weight imposed on the highway by the wheels of any one axle
may not exceed 21,500 pounds or, for 2 axles 8 or less feet apart, 37,000 pounds or,
for groups of 3 or more consecutive axles more than 9 feet apart, a weight of 4,000
pounds more than is shown in par. (c) or, for groups of 4 or more consecutive axles
more than 10 feet apart, a weight of 6,000 pounds more than is shown in par. (c) or,
for groups of 5 or more consecutive axles more than 14 feet apart, a Wéight of 7,000
pounds more than is shown in par. (c), but not to exceed 80,000 pounds. This

paragraph does not apply to the national system of interstate and defense highways,

except for that portion of I 39 between USH 51 and I 90/94.

(END)



