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STATUTORY MODIFICATIONS

Department of Work.force Development
2003-2005 Biennial Budget Request

DIN Number: DIN56XXSTAT#3

Topic: Notice to revise child support orders

Description of Change:

Amend s. 767.027 (1) to authorize the use of regular mail to provide notice
of a proposed court action to revise a child support order.

Justification:

Personal service is currently used to provide notice of a proposed court
action to revise a child support order. While it is appropriate to use
personal service as a due process safeguard prior to establishment of

paternity and a child support order, regular mail could be used to provide
notice of revision.

» Once a child support order has been established, both parents are

required to notify the child support agency of any address change.

» Currently, statutes permit agencies to notify a parent by mail of an
action to enforce an existing order. Due diligence requirements are
specified by Administrative Rule DWD 43.03, which was issued in 1999.

Personal service is an expensive and time-consuming process. In many
cases the process server is unsuccessful. Providing notice by mail is more
convenient and private for the parents than the current system. In many
cases, parents now come to the child support agency to pick up the papers
to avoid having a sheriff or process server come to their home or
workplace. .

Using regular mail instead of service of process to provide notice of
modification may save the local child support agencies as much as
$700,000 annually.
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1 AN ACTg; relating to: providing notice to revise a child support order.

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau

Normally in an action affecting the family, such as a divorce or paternity action,
notice of the action is given by personal service, which requires a person, often a
sheriff or deputy, to physically hand the summons and petition to the respondent in
the action. Under current law, however, written notice of an action to enforce a child
support order may be delivered, after a diligent effort has been made to ascertain the
location of the respondent, to the most recent residential or employer address that
the respondent has provided to the county child support agency. (Under current law,
every child support order includes an order requiring both the payer and the payee
to notify the county child support agency of any change in address or employer within

2 days of the change.) This bill provides that, after a diligent effort has been made
- to ascertain the location of the respondent, notice of an action to revise a child support
order may be given in the same manner as notice of an action to enforce a child
support order, by delivering written notice of the action to the most recent residential
or employer address that the respondent has provided to the county child support
agency.

For further information see the state and local fiscal estimate, which will be
printed as an appendix to this bill.

~ The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:
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SECTION 1

SECTION 1. 767.027 (1) (intro.) of the statutes is amended to read:
767.027 (1) (intro.) In any action under s. 767.02 (1) (i) to enforce or modify a
judgment or order with respect to child support, due process requirements related

to notice and service of process are satisfied to the extent that the court finds all of

the following:

History: 1997 a. 191.
(END)
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CORRESPONDENCE/Memorandum State of Wisconsin

Department of Administration

Date: October 14, 2002
To: Steve Miller, LRB
From: Erin Fath, DOA

Subject: Statutory Language Request

DWD request 5603-STAT#3: Notice to Revise Child Support Orders

Attached is a request for a statutory language change that DWD submitted to LRB
prior to submitting it biennial budget request to DOA.

LRB-0016/P1 was included with this request as part of DWD’s biennial budget
submission to DOA.

I am submitting this request now to get it into DOA’s statutory language tracking
system as a DOA statutory language request item.

If you have any questions, please call me at 6-8219, or send me an email at:
erin.fath@doa.state.wi.us.

Thank you.



'STATUTORY MODIFICATIONS

Department of Workforce Development
2003-2005 Biennial Budget Request

DIN Number: 'DIN5603STAT#3
.Toplc S Notice to revise child support orders

Descrlptlon of Change

Amend S. 767.027 (1) to authorize the use of regular mail to provide notice of a
" proposed court action to revise a child support order.

Justification:

Personal service is currently used to provide notice of a proposed court action to
revise a child support order. While it is appropriate to use personal service as a
due process safeguard prior to establishment of paternity and a child support
order, regular mail could be used to provide notice of revision.

e Once a child support order has been established, both parents are required to
- notify the child support agency of any address change.
o Currently, statutes permit agencies to notify a parent by mail of an action to
enforce an existing order.” Due diligence requirements are specified by
Administrative Rule DWD 43.03, which was issued in 1999.

- Personal service is an expensive and time-consuming process. In many cases
the process 'server is unsuccessful. Providing notice by mail is more convenient
and private for the parents than the current system. In many cases, parents now

come to the child support agency to pick up the papers to avoid having a sheriff
or process server come to their home or workplace.

Using regular mail instead of service of process to provide notice of modification
may save the local child support agencies as much as $700,000 annually.
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/ Analysi! by the Legi jve Reference Amm /

/‘? Normally in an action affecting the family, such as a divorce or paternity action,
notice of the action is given by personal service, which requires a person, often a
-sheriff or deputy, to physically hand the summons and petition to the respondent in
the action. Under current law, however, written notice of an action to enforce a child
support order may be delivered, after a diligent effort has been made to ascertain the
location of the respondent, to the most recent residential or employer address that
the respondent has provided to the county child support agency. (Under current law,
every child support order includes an order requiring both the payer and the payee
to notify the county child support agency of any change in address or employer within
ten days of the change.) This bill provides that, after a diligent effort has been made
to ascertain the location of the respondent, notice of an action to revise a child support
order may be given in the same manner as notice of an action to enforce a child
support order, by delivering written notice of the action to the most recent residential
or employer address that the respondent has provided to the county child support
agency. '

For further information see the state and local fiscal estimate, which will be
printed as an appendix to this bill.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:
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SECTION 1

SECTION 1. 767.027 (1) (intro.) of the statutes is amended to read:

767.027 (1) (intro.) In any action under s. 767.02 (1) (i) to enforce or modify a
judgment or order with respect to child support, due process requirements related
to notice and service of process are satisfied to the extent that the court‘ﬁnds all of
the following: |

(END)
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AN AcT e relating to: the budget.

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau
HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES

OTHER HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES

‘Normally in an action affecting the family, such as a divorce or paternity action,
notice of the action is given by personal service, which requires a person, often a
sheriff or deputy, to physically hand the summons and petition to the respondent in
the action. Under current law, however, written notice of an action to enforce a child
support order may be delivered, after a diligent effort has been made to ascertain the
location of the respondent, to the most recent residential or employer address that
the respondent has provided to the county child support agency. (Under current law,
every child support order includes an order requiring both the payer and the payee
to notify the county child support agency of any change in address or employer within
ten days of the change.) This bill provides that, after a diligent effort has been made
to ascertain the location of the respondent, notice of an action to revise a child support
order may be given in the same manner as notice of an action to enforce a child
support order, by delivering written notice of the action to the most recent residential

or employer address that the respondent has provided to the county child support
agency.
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For further information see the state and local fiscal estimate, which will be
printed as an appendix to this bill.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:

~ SECTION 1. 767.027 (1) (intro.) of the statutes is amended to read:
767.027 (1) (intro.) In any action under s. 767.02 (1) (i) to enforce or modify a
judgment or order with respect to child support, due process requirements related

to notice and service of process are satisfied to the extent that the court finds all of

the following:

(END)



