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STATE OF WISCONSIN

CORRESPONDENCE/MEMORANDUM . DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS
DATE: 21 January 2003
TO: Senator Ron Brown, Chairman

Committee on Homeland Security, Veterans & Military Affairs and
Government Reform

FROM: John oC eputy Secretary
Wiscgh$it Pepartment of Veterans Affairs

SUBJECT: Veterans Legislation - 2003
I would like to have you introduce the statutory language needed for the
Department of Veterans Affairs.

If you have any questions about the Department’s legislative initiative, please
- contact me at 266-2256. '
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STATUTORY LANGUAGE

A. Transfer to the Mortgage Loan Repayment Fund, and Loan Guaranteé for
Multifamily Transitional Housing — Veterans Trust Fund Au:[horization

25.36(1) of the statutes is amended to read:

25.36(1) Except as provided in sub. (2), all moneys appropriated or transferred by
law shall constitute the veterans trust fund which shall be used for the lending of money
to the mortgage loan repayment fund under s. 45.35(22), and for the veterans programs
under ss. 20.485(2)(m), (mn), (tm), (w), (v), (vo), (W), (z), and (zm), 45.014, 45.25,
45.35(23), 45.351(1), 45.353, 45.356, 45.357, 45.396, 45.397, and 45.43(7) and
administered by the department of veterans affairs, including all moneys received from
the federal government for the benefit of veterans or their dependents; all moneys paid as
interest on and repayment of loans under the post-war rehabilitation fund; soldiers
rehabilitation fund, veterans housing funds as they existed prior to July 1, 1961; all )
moneys paid as interest on and repayment of loans under this fund; all moneys paid as Z/
expenses for, interest on, and repayment of veterans trust fund stabilization loans under s.
45.356, 1995 stats.; all moneys paid as expenses for, interest on, and repayment of
veterans personal loans; the net proceeds from the sale of mortgaged properties related to
veterans personal loans; all mortgages issued with the proceeds of the 1981 veterans
home loan revenue bond issuance purchased with moneys in the veterans trust fund; all
moneys received from the state investment board under s. 45.356(9)(b); all moneys
received from the veterans mortgage loan repayment fund under s. 45.79(7)(a) and (c);

and all gifts of money received by the board of veterans affairs for the purpose of this
fund.

B. Expansion of Delimitation Period, ACME Review and Increased Reimbursement-
Tuition and Fee Reimbursement Grant Program Changes

45.25(2)(c) of the sfatutes is amended to read:

45.25 (2)(c) The individual applies for the tuition and fee reimbursement program L0 7o
for courses completed during a semester which started within 10 years after separation
from the service. L

45.25(2)(e) of the statutes is amended to read:

45.25(2)(e) The individual is enrolled for at least 12 credits during the semester for V/ |
which reimbursement is sought. Courses which have been approved for credit through the ,
department’s ACME program at the institution the veteran will be attending, and for -0 L

which the veteran is eligible to obtain credit, will not be eligible for reimbursement and
will not count towards the required 12 credits for which the veteran must be enrolled.




45.25(3)(a) of the statutes is amended to read:

45.25(3)(a) Exeept-as-provided-in-par—(am)-an An individual who meets the
requirements under sub. (2), upon satisfactory completion of a full-time undergraduate ‘
semester in any institution of higher education, as defined in 5.45.396 (1)(a), in this state,
any school that is approved under s.45.35 (9m), any proprietary school that is approved
under s.45.54, or any institution from which the individual receives a waiver of
nonresident tuition under s.39.47, may be reimbursed an amount not to exceed the total /6 L/ 0
cost of the individual’s tuition and fees minus any grants or scholarships, including those ;i
made under s.21.49, that the individual receives specifically for the payment of tuition or
fees, or $5%100% of the standard cost for a state resident for an equivalent
undergraduate course at the University of Wisconsin-Madison per course, whichever is
less. Reimbursement is available for tuition and fees that are a part of a curriculum that is
relevant to a degree in a particular course of study at the institution.

45.25(3)(am) of the statutes is repealed and recreated to read:

45.25(3)(am) Reimbursement may be provided for tuition and fees at an institution i
other than the institution under par. (a) if the curriculum consists only of courses
necessary to complete a degree in a particular course of study which are accepted as
transfer credits but are not available at the institution under par (a).

C. Building Purchase — Granting authorization
45.35(20) of the statutes is created to read:

gift, purchase, or condemnation property for the purposes of providing a headquarters

45.35(20) DEPARTMENT HEADQUARTERS The department may acquire by 653 7/5/
building for the department.

D. Service Delivery
45.35(21) of the statutes is created to read:

45.35(21) SERVICE DELIVERY Notwithstanding any other provision in this
chapter, applications for veterans benefits under this chapter may be submitted directly to

the department or through any qualified representative, as may be approved by the
department.

E. Loan Program Changes

45.356(2) of the statutes is amended to read:



45.356(2) The department may lend a veteran, a veteran’s unremarried surviving
spouse or a deceased veteran’s child who meets the requirements of s. 45.35(5m) (a)2.
not more than 8-1—5—999 $25,00 ora lesser amount estabhshed by the department ij‘-bﬂe

under sub ( 10) The department may
prescnbe loan condltlons but the term of the loan may not exceed 10 years. The
department shall ensure that the proceeds of any loan under this section shall first be
applied to pay any delinquent child support or maintenance payments and to pay any past
support, medical expenses or birth expenses.

45.356(3) of the statutes is amended to read:

45.356(3) The department may lend not more that $35;666 $25,000 or a lesser
amount established by the department by-rle under sub. (10) to a veteran’s remarried
surviving spouse or to the parent of a deceased veteran’s child for the education of a child
who meets the requirements of s. 45.35(5m)(a)2.

45.356(8) of the statutes is amended to read:

45.356(8) No person may receive a loan under this section in an amount that,
when added to the balance outstanding on the person’s existing loans under s. 45.351(2),
1995 stats., and s. 45.356, 1995 stats., would result ina total 1ndebtedness to the
department of more than

rule $25.000.

45.356(10) of the statutes is created to read:

45.356(10) The department may periodically adjust the available maximum loan
amount based upon financial market conditions, funds available, needs of the veterans
trust funds, or other factors considered to be relevant by the department.

45.356(11) of the statutes is created to read:

45.356(11) The department may periodically adjust program interest rates, which
may vary based upon the term of the loan, the type of security offered, the method of
payment, or other factors considered to be relevant by the department.

45.356(12) of the st_atutes is created to read:

45.356(12) Each loan made under this section, except if the loan is $5,000 or less
and the applicant’s total indebtedness to the department under the program does not
exceed $5,000, shall be evidenced by a promissonote and secured by a
mortgage on real estate located in Wisconsin. If the loan is for $5,000 or less and the
applicant’s total indebtedness to the department under the program does not exceed
$5,000, the loan shall be evidenced by a promissory installment note and shall be secured



by a guarantor or by a mortgage on real estate located in Wisconsin. A mortgage securing
“a loan under this subsection is acceptable if the applicant can establish a minimum equity
in the property as established by the department by rule.

F. Definition of Veteran-Wisconsin Veterans Cemeteries Changes

45.358(1)(b) of the statutes is amended to read:

45.358(1)(b) “Veteran” means a person who has served on active duty, other than 7
for training purposes, in the U.S. armed forces. ‘

G. ACME Review, Reimbursement Increases and Income Limits Increase-Part-Time
Study Grant Program Changes

1

45.396(2)(m) No course that has been identified for credits through the ACME 0% yJ
program at the institution the veteran is attending shall be eligible for reimbursement -

under this section, if the veteran is eligible to obtain those credits through ACME
certification.

45.396(2)(m) of the statutes is created to read: | )

45.396(5) of the statutes is amended to read:

P
_ ~—
45.396(5) Exceptas-provided-insub—(9);the The amount of the reimbursement

may not exceed the total cost of the individual’s tuition and fees minus any grants or f
scholarships. including those made under s.21 49 that the mdw xdual receiv: es. spe(nﬁcallv J 0
. . ‘ 0;
-

for the payment of tuition or fees - v
or 5% 100% of the standard cost for a state resident for tuition and fees for an
equivalents undergraduate course at the University of Wisconsin-Madison per course,

whichever is less, and may not be provided to an individual more than 4 times during any
consecutive 12-month period.

45.396(7)(a) of the statutes is amended to read:

45.396(7)(a) No veteran may receive a grant under this section if the department
determines, after disregarding any payment described under s.45.85, 1997 stats., that the
income of the veteran and his or her spouse exceeds $50.000 plus $§«99 &>1 OOO for each

45.396(9) of the statutes is repealed.
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H. Housing Loan Program

45.71(2) of the statutes is amended to read:
45.71(2) In this subchapter: “Authorized lender” means any lender or servicer

authorized under s.45.79 (5) (2) 5 to make or service loans under s.45.79.

45.71(16)(a)lm.f. of the statutes is created to read:

45.71(16)(a)1m.f. Notwithstanding the provisions of par. (a), any individual who
has completed six continuous years of service in the Army National Guard, the Air v 0
National Guard, or any component of the Reserves of the U.S. Armed Forces under /

honorable conditions and who is otherwise qualified under this section.

45.79(5)(a)10. of the statutes is amended to read:

45.79(5)(a)10. Service loans made under this section or enter into servicing

contracts with entities other than authorized lenders and purchase from authorized lenders o \l\*@’b
the servicing rights for loans made by authorized lenders under this section. y _\éJ* e A
| NEPCA Ay
. LN
45.79(13) of the statutes is created to read: 0 \
( ) ) ) S @;g V"’%&%\é& w;:y\
45.79(13) Any moneys appropriated or transferred by law from the veter. e&"“ " v
mortgage loan repayment fund for purposes other than those listed under sub. (7){shall be 0)3" ‘1\..3;6
repaid from the state general fund with interest at a rate of 5% per year from the date of g uo'l/
the appropriation or transfer to the date of repayment. \’W%ﬁ?‘
4 O@\

I. Southern Center Name Change

45.385 of the statutes is amended to read:

45.385 Veterans residential, treatment and nursing care facilities. Subject to
authorization under ss. 13.48(10) and 20.924(1), the department of veterans affairs may
construct or renovate and operate residential, treatment and nursing care facilities in
southeastern Wisconsin, including a community-based residential care facility, to be
known as the Seuthern Wisconsin Veterans Retirement-Center Home at Union Grove. l
The department may employ such personnel as are necessary for the proper management
of the Seuthera Wisconsin Veterans Retirement-Center Home at Union Grove. The I
department may acquire by gift, purchase or condemnation lands necessary for the
purposes of the Seuthern Wisconsin Veterans Retirement-Genter Home at Union Grove. ]
Title to any properties acquired under this section shall be taken in the name of the state.

Every deed of conveyance shall be immediately recorded in the office of the proper
register of deeds and filed with the secretary of state.




J. Authorize Veterans Home Stipend Program

45.37(19) of the statutes is created to read:

45.37(19) The department may develop a stipend program for the purpose of
assisting individuals to attend school and receive the necessary credentials to become
- employed in positions designated by the department at the Wisconsin Veterans Home at 12 ;/
King and the facilities operated by the department in southeastern Wisconsin under s. J 0 v
45.385. The department shall develop administrative rules that include the application
procedures, eligibility criteria, repayment provisions, and other provisions that the
department determines are necessary for the efficient administration of this section.

. ™
Note: The department should request nonstatutory language that authorizes the i
department to immediately promulgate emergency rules for the implementation of the |

program without the necessity of making a finding of an emergency.

0327

-

K. Transfer from Veterans Trust Fund to the Mortgage Loan Repayment Fund

45.35(22) of the statutes is created to read:

45.35(22) The department may loan money from the veterans trust fund to the
veterans mortgage loan repayment fund to fund loans under 5.45.79.

L. Loan Guarantee for Multifamily Transitional Housing

45.35(23) of the statutes is created to read:

45.35(23) The department may provide a loan guarantee for multifamily
transitional housing for homeless veterans. ‘

M. Authorize Full Grant to Full-Time CVSO Ofﬁces

45.43(7)(c) of the statutes is amended to read:

45.43(7)(c) Notwithstanding par. (b), an eligible county with a part-time county
veterans’ service efficer office shall be eligible for an annual grant not exceeding $500. |

N. Repeal Obsolete Position Classification at Veterans Homes

230.36(2m)(a)19. of the statutes is repealed.



- O. Authorize Use of VMLRF Funds to Purchase Headquarters Building
45.79(7)(2)10. of the statutes is created to read:

45.79(7)(a)10. Payment of obligations arising from the acquisition of a
headquarters building under s. 45.35(20). ' '



HEALTH CARE AID GRANT

Section 45.351 (1)) of the statutes is amended to read:

45.351 (1j) HEALTH CARE AID GRANT. The department may grant to any
veteran or dependents such temporary health care aid as the department considers
advisable to prevent want or distress. Health care aid to meet medical or hospital
bills under this section is limited to a payment of up to $5,000 per veteran or
dependent for a 12-month period beginning with the first day of care for which the
person secks reimbursement under this subsection. The department may not-give

1 0 avL O £ - ' ]

issue a certificate of entitlement stating that a veteran or dependent is eligible for a
health care aid grant under this subsection if the treatment is received within a time
period that the department promulgates by rule. The department mayl not grant
health care aid to pay for care provided to the veteran or dependent pyior to the time
period identified in the certificate of entitlement. Health care aid may be used to
provide payment for the treatment of alcoholism or other drug addiction or alcohol
or other drug abuse. The department may not grant health care aid under this
subsection unless the aid recipient’s health care provider agrees to accept, as full
payment for the medical treatment for which the aid is to be granted, the amount of
the grant, the amount of the recipient’s health insurance or other 3™-party payments,
if any, and the amount that the department determines the aid recipient is capable of
paying.- The department may not grant health care aid under this subsection if the
combined liquid assets of the applicant for aid, and of the veteran and veteran’s

dependents who are living in the same household with the applicant, are in excess
of $1,000.




| Nelson, Robert P.

VR
From: Wawrzyn, James
Sent: Monday, March 03, 2003 10:37 AM
To: Nelson, Robert P.
Subject: Veterans Bill
Bob:

As I alluded to in my voicemail message, in the omnibus veterans bill Senator Brown would like to
eliminate the provision related to qualifying individuals who have completed six continuous years of
service in the National Guard or Reserves for veterans benefits [45.71(16)(a)1m.f.].

Let me know if you need clarification.

Thanks.

James



State of Wisconsin
2003 - 2004 LEGISLATURE LRB-1725/P1
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PRELIMINARY DRAFT - NoT READY FOR INTRODUCTION
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@ AN ACT/.;‘ relating to: the veterans mortgage loan program, veterans tuition

( ']’-//('/

@ and fee reimbursement, authority for the gepartment of \;eterans _zaiffairs to
3 acquire a headquarters building, departmental delivery of services to veterans,
@ veterans personal loans, eligibility for burial af g 1\‘:eterans cemetery, part—time
5 study grants for veterans, housing loans for veterans, renaming the Sou\glern
6 Wisconsin Veterans Retirement Center, mortgage loan repayment fund,
7
8

veterans home stipends, grants to county veteran service offices, and granting

rule-making authority.

Analysis by the I:?'Zative Reference Bureau

This is a preliminary draft. complete analysis will be provided in a later
version.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows: e

9 SECTION 1. 20.485 (1) (gk) of the statutes is amended to read:



2003 — 2004 Legislature -2- LRB—1725/P1

SEcCTION 1

20.485 (1) (gk) Institutional operations. The amounts in the schedule for the

care of the Wisconsin Veterans Home at King, the Seuthern Wisconsin Veterans v
/ & XA &N ié(ﬂ L) /g Cen (/ Se yf;Z’)Q"/-

Retirement-Center Home at Union Grove, and veterans faclhtleﬁb All moneys
received under par. (m) and s. 45.37 (9) (d) and (9d) shall be credited to this
appropriation.

History: 1971 c. 93, 125, 198, 215; 1973 c. 4, 90; 1973 c. 208 ss. 2, 3, 17; 1973 c. 333 5. 201m; 1973 c. 340; 1975 c. 26, 39, 198, 200, 224; 1977 ¢. 4, 29, 237; 1977 c. 418
5. 929 (55); 1977 c. 447; 1979 c. 4, 34, 155; 1981 c. 20 ss. 3776 399, 2202 (55) (a); 1981 c. 93, 237; 1983 a. 27; 1983 a. 333 5. 6; 1985 a. 6, 29; 1987 a. 27, 399; 1989 a. 31;
1991 a. 39, 44, 165, 269; 1993 a. 16, 254, 490; 1995 a. 27, 1997 a. 27; 1999 a. 2; 1999 a. 9 ss. 245m, 498t to 504; 1999 a. 63, 136; 2001 a. 16, 74, 103, 106.

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

23

SECTION 2. 25.36 (1) of the statutes is amended to read:
25.36 (1) Except as provided in sub. (2), all moneys appropriated or transferred

by law shall constitute the veterans trust fund which shall be used for the lending
v v
of money to the mortgage loan repayment fund under s. 45.35 (22) and for the

veterans programs under ss. 20.485 (2) (m), (mn), (tm), (u), (v), (vo), (W), (z), and (zm),
45.014, 45.25, 45.35 g%z, 45.351 (1), 45.353, 45.356, 45.357, 45.396, 45.397, and
45.43 (7) and administered by the department of veterans affairs, including all
moneys received from the federal government for the benefit of veterans or their
dependents; all mbneys paid as interest on and repayment of loans under the
post—war rehabilitation fund; soldiers rehabilitation fund, veterans housing funds
as they existed prior to July 1, 1961; all moneys paid as interest on and repayment
of loans under this fund; all moneys paid as expenses for, interest on, and repayment
of veterans trust fund stabilization loans under s. 45.356, 1995 stats.; all moneys
paid as expenses for, interest on, and repayment of veterans personal loans; the net
proceeds from the sale of mortgaged properties related to veterans personal loans;
all mortgages issued with the proceeds of the 1981 veterans home loan revenue bond
issuance purchased with moneys in the veterans trust fund; all moneys received from

the state investment board under s. 45.356 (9) (b); all moneys received from the
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SECTION 2

veterans mortgage loan repayment fund under s. 45.79 (7) (a) and (c); and all gifts

of money received by the board of veterans affairs for the purposes of this fund.

History: 1993 a. 16, 254; 1995 a. 27, 255; 1997 a. 27; 2001 a. 16.

SECTION 3. 45.25 (2) (c) o’i{he statutes is amended to read:

45.25 (2) (¢) The individual applies for the tuition and fee reimbursement
program for courses completed during a sgm\éstgr that started within 10 years after

separation from the service.

History: 1993 a, 254; 1995 a. 27, 255, 404; 1997 a. 27, 115, 121, 237; 1999 a. 9; 2001 a. 16, 103.

| inBert—6840: ;4 serf F-P
(e 3
insert -0345: fev g erf  3-/0¢
A585-20)
4

SECTION 4. 45.35 (21) of the statutes is created to read: _

45.35 (21) SERWCEgELMRY Notwithstanding s. 45.79 (2) {a), applications for
veterans benefits under this chapter may be submitted directly to the department
or to any qualified representative approved by the department.

SECTION 5. 45.35 (2‘5) of the statutes is created to read:

45.35 (22) FunD TRA‘{\ISFER. The department may loan money from the veterans
trust fund to the veterans mortgage loan repayment fund to fund loans under s.

v
45.79.

++*NOTE: Does the language in the veterans trust fund need to be changed to reflect
this use‘z See 8225 36 (1).

= c,,/ af ﬁjlm% ‘pwnt/::’? Z(g /4?&4/6'/*5'5'(’ & Ahen 76eﬁf/$"5?
SECTION 6. 45.35 (23) of the statutes is created to read:
v
45.35 (23) LoAN GUARANTEE. The department may provide a loan guarantee for

multifamily transitional housing for homeless veterans.

SECTION 7. 45.351 (1j) of the statutes is amended to read:
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SECTION 7
1 45.351 (1j) HEALTH CARE AID GRANTS. The department may grant to any veteran
2 or dependents such temporary health care aid as the department considers advisable
3 to prevent want or distress. Health care aid to meet medical or hospital bills under
4 this subsection is limited to a payment of up to $5,000 per veteran or dependent for
5 a 12-month period beginning with the first day of care for which the person seeks
6 reimbursement under this subsection. The department may neot—give—prior
7 issue
8 a certificate of entitlement stating that a veteran or dependent is eligible for a health
9 care aid grant under this subsection if the treatment is received within a time period
10 that the department promulgates by rule. The department may not grant health
11 care aid to pay for care provided to the veteran or dependent before the time period
12 identified in the certificate of entitlement. Health care aid may be used to provide
13 payment for the treatment of alcoholism or other drug addiction or to provide
14 payment for health care required because of alcoholism or other drug addiction or
15 alcohol or other drug abuse. The department may not grant health care aid under
16 this subsection unless the aid recipient’s health care provider agrees to accept, as full
17 payment for the medical treatment for which the aid is to be granted, the amount of
18 the grant, the amount of the recipient’s health insurance or other 3rd—party
19 payments, if any, and the amount that the department determines the aid recipient
20 is capable of paying. The department may not grant health care aid under this
21 subsection if the combined liquid assets of the applicant for aid, and of the veteran
22 and veteran’s dependents who are living in the same household with the applicant,
23 are in excess of $1,000.

\

History: 1971 c. 125 s. 552 (1); 1971 c. 198, 199; 1973 c. 208 s, 17; 1975 c. 39; 1975 c. 94 5. 91 (5), (7); 1975 c. 199, 224, 422; 1979 c. 34 ss. 817vw to 817x, 2102 (56)
(2%); 129;13 (:201(}{) s. 163 (llgg; 1983 a. 27, 189; 1985 a. 29; 19'\8}1!. 27,399; 1989 a. 31; 1991 a. 39, 241, 269; 1993 a. 16; 1993 a. 213 ss. 42 to 44, 203; 1995 a. 27, 404; 1997 a, 27,
7, 252; a. 16, .

24 SECTION 8. 45.356 (2) of the statutes is amended to read:
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45.356 (2) The department may lend a veteran, a veteran’s unremarried

surviving spouse, or a deceased veteran’s child not more than $15.,000 $25,000, or a

.\,/
sub—(6)—(e);—or-theconsolidation-of debt under sub. (10). The department may

prescribe loan conditions, but the term of the loan may not exceed 10 years. The

department shall ensure that the proceeds of any loan made under this section shall
first be applied to pay any delinquent child support or maintenance payments and

then to pay any past support, medical expenses, or birth expenses.

History: 1993 a. 16; 1995 a. 404; 1997 a. 27, 115; 1999 a. 9; 2001 a. 103.

SECTION 9. 45.356 (3) of the statutes is amended to read:
45.356 (3) The department may lend not more than $15,000 $25.000, or a lesser
/
amount established by the department by rule under sub. (10), to a veteran’s

remarried surviving spouse or to the parent of a deceased veteran’s child for the

education of a child.

History: 1993 a. 16; 1995 a. 404; 1997 a. 27, 115; 1999 a. %l a. 103.

SECTION 10. 45.356 (8) of the statutes is amended to read:
45.356 (8) No person may receive a loan under this section in an amount that,
when added to the balance outstanding on the person’s existing loans under s. 45.351

(2), 1995 stats., and s. 45.356, 1995 stats., would result in a total indebtedness to the

department of more than $

department-byrule $25,000.

History: 1993 a. 16; 1995 a. 404; 1997 a. 27, 115; 1999‘&42001 a. 103.

SECTION 11. 45.356 (10) of the statutes is created to read:
) /
45.356 (10) Subject to the limit established in subs. (&) and (3), the department

may periodically adjust the maximum loan amount based upon financial market
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SEcTION 11

conditions, funds available, needs of the veterans trust funds, or other factors that
the department considers relevant.

SECTION 12. 45.356 (11)‘{f the statutes is created to read:

45.356 (11) The department may periodically adjust the interest rates for loans
made under this section, which may vary based upon the term of the loan, the type
of security offered, the method of payment, or other factors that the department
considers relevant.

SECTION 13. 45.356 (12) of the statutes is created to read:

45.356 (12) Each loan made under this section, except a loan of $5,000 or less
made to an applicant whose total indebtedness for loans made under this section is
$5,000 or less, shall be evidenced by a promissory note and secured by a mortgage
on real estate located in this state. A loan of $5,000 or less made to an applicant
whose total indebtedness for loans made under this section is $5,000 or lessbjéflall be
evidenced by a promissory note and secured by a guarantor or by a mortgage on real
estate located in this state. A mortgage securing a loan made under this section is
acceptable if the applicant has equity in the property subject to the mortgage equal
to or exceeding a minimum amount that the department establishes by rule.

**NOTE: I left off the word “installment” a.ﬂ;er “promissory” because that word is
@T@%ﬂce in the 54 times that the term “promissory note” is used in the statutes, and
that is in this chapter.

v
SECTION 14. 45.358 (1) (b) of the statutes is amended to read:

45.358 (1) (b) “Veteran” means a person who has served on active duty, except

service on active duty for training purposes, in the U.S. armed force or in forces

incorporated as part of the U.S. armed forces.

«NOTE: This language is based on s. 45.001 (4) (a) (intro.).
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1 A oy

2 SECTION 15. 45.385 of the statutes is amended to read:

3 45.385 Veterans residential, treatment, and nursing care facilities.

4 Subject to authorization under ss. 13.48 (10) and 20.924 (1), the department may

5 construct or renovate and operate residential, treatment, and nursing care facilities

6 in southeastern Wisconsin, including a community-based residential facility, to be

7 known as the Seuthern Wisconsin Veterans Retirement-Center Home at Union

8 Grove. The department may employ any personnel that are necessary for the proper

9 management of th ” on%sconsin Veterans Retirement-Center Home at Union
10 Grove. The department may acquire by gift, purchase, or condemnation lands
11 necessary for the purposes of the Scuthern Wisconsin Veterans Retirement-Center
12 Home at Union Grove. Title to any properties acquired under this section shall be
13 taken in the name of this state. Every deed of conveyance shall be immediately
14 recorded in the office of the proper register of deeds and filed with the secretary of
15 state.

History: 1997 a. 121; 1999 a. 9; 2001 a. 103. -
16 nsert 0840 —> ¢ ase’ V-rb&

17 (45396 2m), (5 ) tadr (9N

18 SECTION 16. 45.43 (7) (c) of the statutes is amended to read:
19 45.43 (7) (¢) Notwithstanding par. (b), an eligible county with a part-time
20 county veterans’ service efficer office shall be eligible for an annual grant not

21 exceeding $500.

History: 1973 c. 90; 1977 c. 196 s 130 (2) 1983 7 ss. 947, 2200 (15); 1983 a. 430; 1985 a. 29; 1987 a. 399; 1989 a. 31, 56; 1991 a. 2, 39, 269; 1993 a. 16, 254; 1995
a. 201, 255; 1997 a. 27; 2001 a. 16, 1

22 SECTION 17 45171 (2) of the statutes is amended to read:
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SECTION 17
1 45.71 (2) “Authorized lender” means any lender or servicer authorized under

2 s. 45.79 (5) (a) 5. to make or service loans under s. 45.79.

History: 1973 c. 208 333 1975c 26 199 1977c 4; 1979

/ 02 155 221, 19838 81s. 11 l983a 83 5. 20; 1983 a. 430; 1985 a. 29; 1987 a. 399; 1989 a. 31, 56; 1991

3

4 SECTION 19. 45.71 (16) (a) 2m. (intro.) of the statutes is amended to read:
@i h 45.71 (16) (a) 2m i{ﬁ‘hengg'son is either a resident of and living in this state at

6

7

8

the time of making application, is serving on actlve duty in the U.S. armed forces at
the time of making application, or is deceased, and meets one of the following

conditions:

G215 81s 11; 1983 a, 83 5. 20; 1983 a. 430; 1985 a. 29; 1987 a. 399; 1989 a. 31, 56; 1991

History: 1973c 208, 333;1075 ¢ 26 A
997 516, 254; 1995&255 1997&27 39 1989¢. 9, 63 0l 8 16, 22103 T0%.

2.2,39, 165, 1
9

10 SECTION 21. 45.79 (5) (a) 11. of the statutes is created to read:
11 45.79 (5) (a) 11. Enter into contracts with persons other than authorized
12 lenders for the servicing of loans made under this section.

SECTION 22. 45.79 (7) (a) 12. of the statutes is created to read:

45.79 (7) (a) 12. @,‘ake payments of obligations ar1s1ng from the acquisition
15 of a headquarters building for the department under s. 45. 35 (20).

16 SECTION 23. 45.79 (13) of the statutes is created to read:

17 45.79 (13) REPAYMENT OF LOAN. Any money appropriated or transferred by law
18 from the veterans mortgage \foan repayment fund for pﬁ- oses other than those

v~ 4o
@ listed in sub. (7), other than moneys made temiétal-}y available to other funds under

20 S. 20.002\(/11), shall be repaid from the general fund with interest at a rate of 5% per
21 year from the the date of the appropriation or transfer to the date of repayment.
22  SECTION 24. 230.08 (2) (xm) of the statutes is amended to read:
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SECTION 24
1 230.08 (2) (xm) The commandants of the Wisconsin Veterans Home at King and
2 the Seuthern Wisconsin Veterans Retirement Center Home at Union Grove in the

3 department of veterans affairs.

History: 1971 c. 40, 270; 1973 c. 333, 335; 1977 c. 29, 187; 1977 c. 196 ss. 34, 108, 130 (5); 1977 c. 272, 418, 449; Stats. 1977 s. 230.08; 1979 c. 34, 189, 221, 356, 361;
1981 c. 20, 347, 374; 1983 a. 27 ss. 16050 to 1609am, 2200 (15); 1983 a. 189 5,329 (27); 1983 a. 371, 378; 1985 a. 29; 1987 a. 27, 119, 204, 354, 399, 403; 1989 a. 31, 107,
119, 122,816?,8208, 2%9, 336;119991%); 39, 250, 269; 1993 a. 16, 349, 399; 1995 a. 27 ss. 6245 to 6277m, 9126 (19), 9130 (4); 1995 a. 216; 1997 a. 3, 27, 179, 194, 237: 1999
a. 9,42, 87, 186; 2001 a. 16, 19, 109. ’

4 SECTION 25. 230.36 (2m) (a) 19. of the statutes is repealed.
5 ECTION 26. 234.41 (2) of the statutest ed to read:
6 234.4 The authority shall use moneys in the fund for the purpose of
7 purchasing loans rep nting veterans housin, s pursuant to s. 45.79. All
8 disbursements of funds under thi for purchasing mortgage loans shall be

9 made payable to authorized 1
':/ under s, 45,735, - <

8. 45.71 (2) and to eligible persons

History: 1973 c. 208, 333, 336; 1991 a, 39.

@' ins};{-0324 — /mserf( TF—(2:

13 W@M@&W{S

e
15 ,. ' (END)
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FoR 2003-05 BUDGET — NoT READY FOR INTRODUCTION

et
J/ 96 5

aVl

1 AN ActT ...; relating to: the bud%et.
/

Analysis by the J&Mslative Reference Bureau
VETERANS A Y RS

This bill allows DVA to create a program to provide stipendﬁﬁﬁﬁ%“ﬁl’é“f"& ‘
attend school and receive the necessary credentials to become employed at the

f( Wisconsin Veterans Home at King, at the Southern Wisconsin Veterans Retirement
6 w7 2. Center, or at other veterans facilities. The bill requires DVA to promulgate rules for
ﬁ"‘/ the stipend program if DVA decides to create that program.
For further information see the stafe fiscal estimate, which will be printed as
appendix to this bill.
The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:
2 SECTION 1. 20.485) (gk) of the statutes is amended to read:
3 20.485 (1) (gk) Institutional operations. The amounts in the schedule for the
4 care of the Wisconsin Veterans Home_at King, the Southern Wisconsin Veterans
(\/3 5 Retirement Center, and veterans facilities\ and for the
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/ ~ g-(Z.
45.365 (7). All OQ\e\yiecel der par r. (m)andy, 45 45.37¢9)(d) and-(9d) shall be
credlt

MW-.M'

SECTION 445865 of the statutes is created to read: \
Y35,39 ( (7)

| Fmﬂ) ent may develop a program to provide stipends to

. T lP@ND>»

{individuals to atténd school and receive the necessary credentials to become

| employed at the home or the southeastern facility. If the department does develop

| a stipend program under this subsection, the department shall promulgate

8 administrative rules related to the program, including the application process,

9 eligibility criteria, stipend amount, repayment provisions, and other provisions that

10 the department determines are necessary to administer the program. - S

e

3 S
11 SECTION 9’15%71\1 onstatutory provisions;#e
12 (1) EDUCATIONAL STIPEND PROGRAM; RULES. If the department of veterans affairs
(J | 45.37 (4)
13 develops a stipend program under section ) of the statutes, as created by this
act, the department shall, using the procedure unde[r gﬁctlon 227.24 of the statutes,
l s
promulgate the rule required under section of the statutes, as created by
s [~
this act, for the period before the effective date of the permanent rul promulgated

ys3 Q)
under section #5.8654%) of the statutes, as created by this act, but not to exceed the

period authorized under section 227.24 (1) (¢) and (2) of the statutes.

19 Notwithstanding section 227.24 (1) (a), (2) (b), and (3) of the statutes, the department

20 is not required to provide evidence that promulgating a rule under this subsection
21 as an emergency rule is necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health,
22 safety, or welfare and is not required to provide a finding of emergency for a rule

23 promulgated under this SM

\_24 (END) .




(

A"

S Ot o~ W N

2003 - 2004 LEGISLATURE LRB-0345/1
RPN:¢js;jf

DOA.......Uecker — BB0084, Headquarters building

FoR 2003-05 BUDGET — NoT READY FOR INTRODUCTION
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AN AcT ...; relating to: the budget.

Analysis by the Legislatipe Reference Bureau

TARY AFFAI
N —— This bill allows DVA to acquire property for DVA’s headquarters. \Funding for
the purchase of such a building could come from the veterans trust fund under this

._——‘\(, ?7
I/\"ZL ya

bill.

For further information see the state fiscal estimate, which will be printed as
an appendix to this bill.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:

SECTION 1.

5.36 (1) of the statute amended to read:

the veterans programs

; er ss. 20.485 (2) (mn), (tm), (w), (v), (vo), (w), (z), and
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(zm), 45.014, 45.25, 45.351 (1), 45.353, 4 ./'356, 45.357, 45.396, 45.397, and 45.43 (7)
and administered by the department[of veterans affairs, including all moneys
received from the federal government for the benefit of veterans or their dependents;
all moneys paid as interest on and repayment of loans under the post-war
rehabilitation fund; soldiers rehabilitation fund, veterans housing funds as they
existed prior to July 1, 1961; all mgneys paid as interest on and repayment of loans
under this fund; all moneys paidf as expenses for, interest on, and repayment of
veterans trust fund stabilization Joans under s. 45.356, 1995 stats.; all moneys paid
as expenses for, interest on, and repayment of veterans personal loans; the net
proceeds from the sale of mortgaged properties related to veterans personal loans;
all mortgages issued with the prpceeds of the 1981 veterans home loan revenue bond
issuance purchased with money% in the veterans trust fund; all moneys received from

the state investment board ungder s. 45.356 (9) (b); all moneys received from the

veterans mortgage loan repayment fund under s. 45.79 (7) (a) and (c); and all gifts
e

of money received by the boartdh\pf veterans affairs for the purposes of this fund.

SECTION 2. 45.35 (20) of the statutes is created to read:
v ;
45.35 (20) DEPARTMENT HEADQUARTERS. The department may acquire by gift,

purchase, or condemnation property for the purposes of providing a headquarters

building for the department.

N

| —
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Analysis by the Legiglaqtive Reference Biireau

i
, LITARY AFFAIRS
This bill makes various changes related to educatfonal grgnt programs for
veterans. Under the bill:
1. The maximum tuition and fees reimbursemeft to & veteran under the
}  Tuition and Fee Reimbursement Program for full-time attendance at an institution
(/ of higher education, a vocational school approved by|DVA, a proprietary school

approved by the Educational Approval Board, school under the
Minnesota—Wisconsin student reciprocity agreement is increased from 85% to 100%
of the standard cost for a state resident at an equivalent undergraduate course at the
—~Madison. ;

2. The same maximum reimbursement is provided to veterans for tuition and
fges for correspondence courses and part-time classroom study under the Part—time
tudy Grant Program. ,

3. The family income eligibility for these educational grant programs is raised
om $47,500 plus $500 for each dependent in excess of two dependents to $50,000
plus $1,000 for each dependent in excess of two dependents.

4. To be eligible for tuition and fee reimbursement under the Tuition and Fee |
Reimbursement Byant” Qrogram, the veteran must complete the course during a

emester that started within ten years after the veteran’s separation from the U.S.
med Forces.
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For further information see the stat¢ fiscal estimate, which will be printed as
an appendix to this bill.

The people of the state of Wisconsin,

epresented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:

SECTION 1. 45.25 (2) (c) of the stgtutes is amended to read:
45.25 (2) (¢) The individual applies for the tuition and fee reimbursement

program for courses completed duringla semester that started within 10 years after

separation from the service.

SECTION 2. 45.25 (2m) of the statutes is created to read:

45.25 (2m) EXCEPTIONS TO ELIGIBIL‘I’I‘Y. A course at the institution or school that
the veteran attends that has been approved for credit through the department’s
Academic Credit for Military Experience Program, which evaluates military
experience and determines the academic credit for that experience, is not eligible for
reimbursement under this section. The credits approved for courses under the
Academic Credit for Military Experience Program may not be counted toward the
12—cr;\a{1it requirement under sub. (2)1/(e).

SECTION 3. 45.25 (3) (a) of the statutes is amended to read:

45.25 (3) (a) Execept-as-previdedin-par—{am)-ar An individual who meets the
requirements under sub. (2), upon satisfactory completion of a full-time
undergraduate semester in any institution of higher education, as defined in s.
45.396 (1) (a), in this state, any school fhat is approved under s. 45.35 (9m), any
proprietary school that is approved under s. 45.54, or any institution from which the
individual receives a waiver of nonresident tuition under s. 39.47, may be
reimbursed-an-amount receive tuition and fee reimbursement. The amount, of the

reimbursement may not 46 exceed the total cost of the individual’s tuition and fees

T

N\
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minus any grants or scholarships, including those made under s. 21.49, that the

individual receives specifically for the payment of the tuition or fees, or 85% 100%
of the standard cost for a state resident for an equivalent undergraduate course at
the University of Wisconsin—-Madison per course, whichever is less. Reimbursement
is available only for tuition and fees that are part of a curriculum that is relevant to
a degree in a particular course of study at the institution.

SECTION 4. 45.25 (3) (am) of the statutes is repealed and recreated to read:

45.25 (3) (am) Reimbursement of tuition and fees for a course may be provided
at an institution or school under par. (5§ other than the one from which the veteran
1s receiving his or her degree if all of the following apply:

1. The curriculum at the institution or school consists only of courses necessary
to complete a degree in a particular course of study.

2. The course is accepted as transfer credits at the institution or school listed

%4
under par. (a) from which the veteran is receiving his or her degree but is not

1 available at that institution or school; /l\ _
16 SECTION 5. 45.396 (2m) of the statutes is created to read:

45.396 (2m) A course at the institution or school that the veteran attends that
has been approved for credit through the department’s Academic Credit for Military
Experience Program, which evaluates military experience and determines the
academic credit for that experience, is not eligible for reimbursement under this
section if the veteran is eligible to obtain those credits through the Academic \C/redit
for Military Experience Program.

SECTION 6. 45.396 (5) of the statutes is amended to read:

45.396 (5) -Execept-as-providedin-sub{(9)-the The amount of the reimbursement
may not exceed 85%-of the total cost of the individual’s veteran’s tuition and fees,

\4/
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1 minus any grants or scholarships that the veteran receives specifically for the x\\
2 payment of tuition or fees or 85% 100% of the standard cost for a state resident for \g
3 tuition and fees for an equivalent undergraduate course at the University of \‘\
4 Wisconsin—-Madison per course, whichever is less-and. Reimbursement under this \‘
5 section may not be provided to-an-individual a veteran more than 4 times during any !
6 consecutive 12-month period. i
7 SECTION 7. 45.396 (7) (a) (intro.) of the statutes is renumbered 45.3;2 (7) (a)
8 and amended to read:
9 45.396 (7) (a) No veteran may receive a grant under this section if the
10 department determines
11 1997 stats; that the income of the veteran and his or her spouse exceeds $500
12 $50,000 plus $1,000 for each dependent in excess of 2 dependents plus-whicheverof fé
13 |  thefollowingapplies:. " ;i’
14 SECTION 8. 45.396 (7) (a) 1. and 2. of the statutes are repealed. /
\ 15 } SECTION 9. 45 396 €)) o% the statutes is ffﬂi“}!fg . W,M-"‘”WW -
16 m;;) axﬁ /"\Sﬁ/"é
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AN ACT ¢ repeal 45.396 (7) (a) 1. and 2., 45.396 (9) and 230.36 (2m) (a) 19.; to

renumber and amend 45.396 (7) (a) (intio.); to amend 20.485 (1) (gk), 25.36
(1), 45.25 (2) (c), 45.25 (3) (a), 45.351 (1j), 45.356 (2), 45.356 (3), 45.356 (8),
45.358 (1) (b), 45.385, 45.396 (5), 45.43 (7) (c), 45.71 (2), 45.71 (16) (a) 2m. (intro.)
and 230.08 (2) (xm); to r"epeal and recredte 45.25 (3) (am); and to create 45.25
(2m), 45.35 (20), 45.35 (21), 45.35 (22), 45.35 (23), 45.356 (10), 45.356 (11),
45.356 (12), 45.37 (19), 45.396 (2m), 45.79 (5) (a) 11., 45.79 (7) (a) 12. and 45.79
(13) of the statutes; relating to: the Veterans Mortgage Loan Program,
veterans tuition and fee reimbursement, authority for the Department of
Veterans Affairs to acquire a headquarters building, departmental delivery of
services to veterans, veterans personal loans, eligibility for burial at a veterans
cemetery, part—time study grants for veterans, housing loans for veterans,

renaming the Southern Wisconsin Veterans Retirement Center, mortgage loan
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repayment fund, veterans home stipends, grants to county veteran service

offices, and granting rule-making authority.

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau
This is a preliminary
version.

complete analysis will be provided in a later

1s bill makes various changes related to educational grant programs for
veterans. Under the bill: .

1. The maximum tuition and fees reimbursement to a veteran under the
Tuition and Fee Reimbursement Program for full-time attendance at an institution
of higher education, a vocational school approved by the Department of Veterans
Affairs (DVA), a proprietary school approved by the Educational Approval Board, or
a school under the Minnesota—Wisconsin student reciprocity agreement is increased
from 85% to 100% of the standard cost for a state resident at an equivalent
undergraduate course at the University of Wisconsin—Madison.

2. The same maximum reimbursement is provided to veterans for tuition and
fees for correspondence courses and part-time classroom study under th%lfarf;—time
Study Grant Program. 51€el

3. The family income eligibility for these educational grant programs is raised
from $47,500 plus $500 for each dependent in excess of two dependents to $50,000
plus $1,000 for each dependent in excess of two dependents.

4. To be eligible for tuition and fee reimbursement under the Tuition and Fee
Reimbursement Program, the veteran must complete the course during a semester
that started within ten years after the veteran’s separation from the U.S. Armed
Forces.

This bill allows DVA to acquire property for DVA’s headquarters.

This bill allows DVA to create a program to provide stipends to individuals to
attend school and receive the necessary credentials to become employed at the
Wisconsin Veterans Home at King, at the Southern Wisconsin Veterans Retirement
Center, or at other veterans facilities. The bill requires DVA to promulgate rules for
the stipend program if DVA decides to create that program.

For further information see the state fiscal estimate, which will be printed as
an appendix to this bill.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:

SECTION 1. 20.485 (1) (gk) of the statutes is amended to read:
20.485 (1) (gk) Institutional operations. The amounts in the schedule for the

care of the Wisconsin Veterans Home at King, the Seuthern Wisconsin Veterans
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SECTION 1

Retirement—Center Home at Union Grove, and veterans facilities, and for the

payment of stipends under s. 45.37 (19). All moneys received under par. (m) and s.

45;37 (9) (d) and (9d) shall be credited to this appropriation.

SECTION 2. 25.36 (1) of the statutes is amended to read:‘

25.36 (1) Except as provided in sub. (2), all moneys appropriated or transferred
by law shall constitute the veterans trust fund which shall be used for the lending

of money to the mortgage loan repayment fund under s. 45.35 (22) and for the

veterans programs under ss. 20.485 (2) (m), (mn), (tm), (w), (v), (vo), (w), (z), and (zm),
45.014, 45.25, 45.35 (23), 45.351 (1), 45.353, 45.356, 45.357, 45.396, 45.397, and
45.43 (7) and administered by the department of vveterans affairs, includipg all
moneys received from the federal government for the benefit of veterans or their
dependents; all moneys paid as interest on and repayment of loans under the
post—war rehabilitation fund; soldiers rehabilitation fund, veterans housing funds
aé they existed prior to July 1, 1961; all moneys paid as interest on and repayment
of loans under this fund; all moneys paid as expenses for, interest on, and repayment
of veterans trust fund stabilization loané under s. 45.356, 1995 stats.; all moneys
paid as expenses for, interest oh, and repayment of veterans personal loans; the net
proceeds from the sale of mortgaged properties related to veterans personal loans;
all mortgages issued with the proceeds of the 1981 veterans home loan revenue bond
issuance purchased with moneys in the veterans trust fund; all moneys received from

the state investment board under s. 45.356 (9) (b); all moneys received from the

veterans mortgage loan repayment fund under s. 45.79 (7) (a) and (c); and all gifts

of money received by the board of veterans affairs for the purposes of this fund.

SECTION 3. 45.25 (2) (c) of the statutes is amended to read:
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SECTION 3

45.25 (2) (¢) The individual applies for the tuition and fee reimbursement

program for courses completed during a semester that started within 10 years after

separation from the service.

SECTION 4. 45-.25 (2m) of the statutes is created to read:

45.25 (2m) EXCEPTIONS TO ELIGIBILITY. A course at the institution or school that
the veteran attends that has been approved for credit through the department’s

Academic Credit for Military Experience Program, which evaluates military

-experience and determines the academic credit for that experience, is not eligible for

reimbursement under this section. The credits approved for courses under the
Academic Credit for Military Experience Program may not be counted toward the
12—credit requirement under sub. (2) (e).

SECTION 5. 45.25 (3) (a) of the statutes is amended to read:

45.25 (3) (a) Except-asprovided-in-par—(am),an An individual who meets the
requirements under sub. (2), upon satisfactory completion of a full-time
undergraduate semester in any institution of higher education, as defined in s.
45.396 (1) (a), in this state, any school that is approved under s. 45.35 (9m), any
proprietary school that is approved under s. 45.54, or any institution from which the
individual receives a waiver of nonresident tuition under s. 39.47 , may be

reimbursed-an-amount receive tuition and fee reimbursement. The amount of the

reimbursement may not to exceed the total cost of the individual’s tuition and fees
minus any grants or scholarships, including those made under s. 21.49, that the
individual receives specifically for the payment of the tuition or fees, or 85% 100%
of the standard cost for a state resident for an equivalent undergraduate course at’

the University of Wisconsin—-Madison per course, whichever is less. Reimbursement
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SECTION 5

is available only for tuition and fees that are part of a curriculum that is relevant to
a degree in a particular course of study at the institution.

SECTION 6. 45.25 (3) (am) of the statutes is fepealed and recreated to read:

745.25 (3) (am) Reimbursement of tuition and fees for a course may be provided
at an institution or school under par. (a) other than the one from which the veteran
is receiving his or her degree if all of the following apply:

1. The curriculum at the institution or school consists only of courses necessary
to complete a degree in a particular course of study. |

2. The course is accepted as transfer credits at the institution or school listed
under par. (a) from which the veteran is receiving his or her degree but is not
available at that institution or school.

SECTION 7. 45.35 (20) of the statutes is created to read:

45.35 (20) DEPARTMENT HEADQUARTERS. The department may acquire by gift,
purchase, or condemnation property for the purposes of providing a headquarters
building for the department.

SECTION 8. 45.35 (21) of the statutes is created to read:

o5 w397 () and

45.35 (21) SERVICE DELIVERY. Notwithstanding &,}45.79 (2) 42, applications for
veterans benefits under this chapter may be submitted directly to the department
or to any qualified representative approved by the department.

SECTION 9. 45.35 (22) of the statutes is created to read:

45.35 (22) FUND TRANSFER. The department may loan money from the veterans

trust fund to the veterans mortgage loan repayment fund to fund loans under s.

45.79.

»»»»»» R
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SECTION 10

SECTION 10. 45.35 (23) of the statutes is created to read:

45.35 (23) LOAN GUARANTEE. The department may provide a loan guarantee for
multifamily transitional housing for homeless veterans.

SECTION 11. 45.351 (1j) of the statutes is amended to read:

45.351 (1j) HEALTH CARE AID GRANTS. The department may grant to any veteran
or dependeﬂts such temporary health care aid as the department considers advisable
to prevent want or distress. Health care aid to meet medical or hospital bills under
this subsection is limited to a payment of up to $5,000 per veteran or dependent for
a 12-month period beginning with the first day of care for which the person seeks

reimbursement under this subsection. The department may net—giveprier

a certificate of entitlement stating that a veteran or dependent is eligible for a health

“care aid grant under this subsection if the treatment is received within a time period

that the department promulgates by rule. The department may not grant health

care aid to pay for care provided to the veteran or dependent before the time period

identified in the certificate of entitlement. Health care aid may be used to provide
payment for the treatment of alcoholism or other drug addiction or to provide
payment for health care required because of alcoholism or other drug addiction or
alcohol or other drug abuse. The department may not grant health care aid under
this subsection unless the aid recipient’s health care provider agrees to accept, as full
payment for the medical treatment for which the aid is to be granted, the amount of
the grant, the amount of the recipient’s health insurance or other 3rd—party
payments, if any, and the amount that the department determines the aid recipient
is capable of paying. The department may not grant health care aid under this

subsection if the combined liquid assets of the applicant for aid, and of the veteran
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SECTION 11

and veteran’s dependents who are living in the same household with the applicant,

are in excess of $1,000.
SECTION 12. 45.356 (2) of the statutes is amended to read:
45.356 (2) The department may lend a veteran, a Veteran’s/unremarried

surviving spouse, or a deceased veteran’s child not more than $15,000 $25.000, or a
lesser amount established by the department byxule,for the-purchase-of a-mobile

nnnnn a a¥a 0 N a¥a aviataVa a¥aWa¥a avallla a¥a ayaa N--O he A% s N
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sub—(6)-(e)—or-the-conselidationof debt under sub. (10). The department may

prescribe loan conditions, but the term of the loan may not exceed 10 years. The

department shall ensure that the proceeds of any loan made under this section shall

first be applied to pay any delinquent child support or maintenance payments and

then to pay any past support, medical expenses, or birth expenses.

SECTION 13. 45.356 (3) of the statutes is amended to read:

45.356 (3) The department may lend ﬁot more than-$15,000 $25,000, or a lesser
amount established by the department by—ule under sub. (10), to a veteran’s
remarried surviving spouse or to the parent of a deceased veteran’s child for the
education of a child.

SECTION 14. 45.356 (8) of the statutes is amended to read:

45.356 (8) No person may receive a loan under this section in an amount that,
when added to the balance outstanding on the person’s existing loans under s. 45.351
(2), 1995 stats., and s. 45.356, 1995 stats., would result in a totad indebtedness to the
department of more than $~15,090,—9¥L—a—lesse¥—amexmt—35—estabhsheé_by_the

department-byrule $25,000.
SECTION 15. 45.356 (10) of the statutes is created to read:
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SECTION 15

45.356 (10) Subject to the limit established in subs. (2) and (3), the department
may periodically adjust the maximum loan amount based upon financial market
conditions, funds available, needs of the veterans trust funds, or other factors that
the department considers relevant.

SECTION 16. 45.356 (11) of the statutes is created to read:

45.356 (11) The department may periodically adjust the interest rates for loans
made under this section, which may vary based upon the term of the loan, the type
of security offered, the method of payment, or other factors that the department
considers relevant.

SECTION 17. 45.356 (12) of the statutes is created to read:

45.356 (12) Each loan made under this section, except a loan of $5,000 or less
made to an applicant whose total indebtedness for loans made under this section is
$5,000 or less, shall be evidenced by a promissory note and secured by a mortgage
on real estate located in this state. A loan of $5,000 or less made to an applicant
whose total indebtedness for loans made under this section is $5,000 or less shall be
evidenced by a promissory note and secured by a guarantor or by a mortgage on real
estate located in this state. A mortgage securing a loan made under this section is
acceptable if the applicant has equity in the property subject to the mortgage equal

to or exceeding a minimum amount that the department establishes by rule.

s, s

A NOTE: 1 left off,the WOI' mstallment” after P, omlssory’,«fbecause that word is- »&)
us iny ongé in the. 54 times at t;heﬁerm “promisso noteﬂds used in t}(}f‘a statutes, an
tiat’ls in Cliﬁs chapter. e

SECTION 18. 45.358 (1) (b) of the statutes is amended to read:
45.358 (1) (b) “Veteran” means a person who has served on active duty, except

service on active duty for tramlng purposes, in the U.S. armed forces oF 1n u
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SECTION 19. 45.37 (19) of the statutes is created to read:

45.37 (19) STiPENDS. The department may develop a program to provide
stipends to individuals to attend school and receive the necessary credentials to
become employed at the home or the southeastern facility. If the department does
develop a stipend program under this subsection, the department shall promulgate
administrative rules related to the program, including the application process,
eligibility criteria, stipend amount, repayment provisions, and other provisions that
the department determines are necessary to administer the program.

SECTION 20. 45.385 of the statutes is amended to read:

45.385 Veterans residential, treatment, and nursing care facilities.
Subject to authorization under ss. 13.48 (10) and 20.924 (1), the department may
construct or renovate and operate residential, treatment, and nursing care facﬂities
in southeastern Wisconsin, including a community-based residential facility, to be
known as the Seuthern Wisconsin Veterans Retirement Center Home at Union
Grove. The department may employ any personnel that are necéssary for thé proper

management of the-Seuthern Wisconsin Veterans Retirement Center Home at Union

Grove. The department may acquire by gift, purchase, or condemnation lands
necessary for the purposes of the Seuthern Wisconsin Veterans Retirement-Center
Home at Union Grove. Title to any properties acquired under this section shall be
taken in the name of this state. Every deed of conveyance shall be immediately
recorded in the office of the proper register of deeds and filed with the secretary of

state.

SECTION 21. 45.396 (2m) of the statutes is created to read:
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SECTION 21

45.396 (2m) A course at the institution or school that the veteran attends that
has been approved for credit through the department’s Academic Credit for Military
Experience Program, which evaluates military experience and determines the
academic credit for that experience, is not eligible for reimbursement under this
section if the veteran is eligible to obtain those credits through the Academic Credit
for Military Experience Program.

SECTION 22. 45.396 (5) of the statutes is amended to read:

45.396 (5) -Except-as-providedin-sub.(9);the The amount of the reimbursement
may not exceed 85%-of the total cost of the individual’s veteran’s tuition and fees,

minus any grants or scholarships that the veteran receives specifically for the

payment of tuition or fees or 85% 100% of the standard cost for a state resident for
tuition and fees for an equivalent undergraduate course at the University of

Wisconsin—Madison per course, whichever is less;-and. Reimbursement under this

section may not be provided to-an-individual a veteran more than 4 times during any

consecutive 12—month period.

SECTION 23. 45.396 (7) (a) (intro.) of the statutes is renumbered 45.396 (7) (a)

. and amended to read:

45.396 (7) (a) No veteran may receive a grant under this section if the

department determines;-aft

1997 stats-; that the income of the veteran and his or her spouse exceeds $500
$50,000 plus $1,000 for each dependent in excess of 2 dependents plus-whichever-of
the following applies:.

SECTION 24. 45.396 (7) (a) 1. and 2. of the statutes are repealed.

SECTION 25. 45.396 (9) of the statutes is repealed.

SECTION 26. 45.43 (7) (c¢) of the statutes is amended to read:
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SECTION 26

45.43 (7) (c) Notwithstanding par. (b), an eligible county with a part—time
county veterans’ service officer office shall be eligible for an annual grant not
exceeding $500.

SECTION 27. 45.71 (2) of the statutes is amended to read:

45.7 1 (2) “Authorized lender” means any lender or servicer authorized under
s. 45.79 (5) (a) 5. to make or service loans under s. 45.79.

SECTION 28. 45.71 (16) (a) 2m. (intro.) of the statutes is amended to read:

45.71 (16) (a) 2m. (intro.) The person is either é resident of and living in this

state at the time of making application, is serving on active duty in the U.S. armed

forces at the time of making application, or is deceased, and meets one of the

following conditions:

SECTION 29. 45.79 (5) (a) 11. of the statutes is created to read:

45.79 (5) (a) 11. Enter into contracts with persons other than authorized
lenders for the servicing of loans made under this section.

SECTION 30. 45.79 (7) (a) 12. of the statutes is created to read:

45.79 (7) (a) 12. To make payments of obligations arising from the acquisition
of a headquarters building for the department under s. 45.35 (20).

SECTION 31. 45.79 (13) of the statutes is created to read:

45.79 (13) REPAYMENT OF LOAN. Any money appropriated or transferred by law
from the veterans mortgage loan repayment fund for purposes other than those
listed in éub. (7), other than moneys made temporarily available to other funds under
s. 20.002 (11), shall be repaid from the general fund with interest at a rate of 5% per
year from the the date of the appropriation or transfer to the date of repayment.

SECTION 32. 230.08 (2) _(xm) of the statutes is amended to read:
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SECTION 32

230.08 (2) (xni) The commandants of the Wisconsin Veterans Home at King and
the Seuthern Wisconsin Veterans Retirement-Center Home at Union Grove in the

department of veterans affairs.

SECTION 33. 230.36 (2m) (a) 19. of the statutes is repealed.

SECTION 34. Nonstatutory provisions.

(1) EDUCATIONAL STIPEND PROGRAM; RULES. If the department of veterans affairs
develops a stipend program under section 45.37 (19) of the statutes, as created by this |
act, the department shall, using the procedure under section 227.24 of the statutes,
promulgate the rule required under section 45.37 (19) of the statutes, as created by
this act, for the period before the effective date of the permanent rules promulgated
under section 45.37 (19) of the statutes, as created by this act, but not to exceed the
period authorized under section 227.24 (1) (c¢) and (2) of the statutes.
Notwithstanding section 227.24 (1) (a), (2) (b), and (3) of the statutes, the department
18 not required to provide evidence that promulgating a rule under this subsection
as an emergency rule is necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health,
safety, or welfare and is not required to provide a finding of emergency for a rule
promulgated under this subsection.

(END)
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This includes changes suggested in SECTIONS 8 and 18 of the bill by DVA.

Robert P. Nelson

Senior Legislative Attorney

Phone: (608) 267-7511

E-—mail: robert.nelson@legis.state.wi.us
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DATE: March 26, 2003
TO: Senator Ron Brown
FROM: John Scocos, Deputy Secretary

RE: Tuition and Fee Reimbursement Grant

The following statutory language changes repeal the current restrictive eligibility criteria for
TFRG and incorporates the general veteran eligibility criteria. Additionally, it precludes an otherwise
eligible veteran from receiving a TFRG grant under 45.25 and a tuition grant under 21.49.

Section 1. 21.49 (4) (c) of the statutes is created to read:

21.49 (4) (¢) No guard member may receive a grant under sub. (3) for any semester in which he or
she received a grant under s. 45.25.

Section 2. 45.25 (2), intro., of the statutes is amended to read:

45.25 (2) ELIGIBILITY. An individual, who meets the definition of veteran at s. 45.001 (4), is
eligible for the tuition and fee reimbursement program if he or she meets all of the followiilf
|4 J\ fcie ( “
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Section 3. 45.25 (2) (b) of the statuites is repealed.

Section 4. 45.25 (4) (c) of the statutes is amended to read:

45.25 (4) (c) An individual may not receive reimbursement under sub. (2) for any semester in
which he or she received a grant under s. 21.49 or s. 45.396.



