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October 20, 2003

To Representative Grothman:

Section 291 of the “Help Americans Vote Act of 2002” refers to “persons with
disabilities” in outlining requirements for payment to protection and advocacy
agencies to ensure full participation in the electoral process. The enabling federal
statutes for protection and advocacy agencies, however, refer to “persons with
developmental disabilities” and “persons with mental illness.” Therefore, it appears
that the “Help Americans Vote Act of 2002” was referring only to persons with
developmental disabilities; hence, this amendment, although it is possible that more
eligible voters may be found among the population of persons with mental illness.
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