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Wisconsin ﬁmt&kar i%s:n Tempore

Repregentative Stephen J. Freese
October 7, 2003

J.A. Hines, Chairman

Assembly Committee on Public Health
Room 10W, State Cdpatui

Madison WI 53702

Dear Chalrman Hmes:

Since T am unable to be present for the October 8" executive session of the Assembly
Committee on Public Health, I would like to submit my voting intentions for the
committee record.

Let it be known for the record that 1 would have voted “aye” on passage of Assembly Bill
108 Assembiy Bﬂl 332 Asséﬁabiy Bill 351 and Assembiy Bill 441.

' Smcereiy,

Stephen J. Freese
State Representative
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WISCONSIN
BREAST CANCER

COALITION
September 10, 2003

Dear Chairperson Hines and Committee on Public Health Members:

Thank you for the opportunity to express our support of Assembly Bill 351, creating an income tax check off box for breast
cancer research,

The ‘Wisgon'si_n Breast Cancer anfitioﬁ,fwhéni_l Tepresent, is a grassroots organization focused on ending the breast cancer
epidemic through education and advocacy. As a member organization of the National Breast Cancer Coalition, one of our goals -
1s to promote research into the causes, prevention and treatment of breast cancer through increased funding. We also seck to be

active in improving the distribution and coordination of those funds.- -

There will be 3900 women in Wisconsin who, upon receiving a diagnosis of breast cancer this year, will likely think in abject
frustration “Why haven’t they found a cure for this yet?” We know that part of the answer is because breast cancer is a very
complex disease and research has yet to yield many definitive answers as to what causes it in the first place.

Known risk factors for breast cancer account for less 30% of diagnoses. This includes the very small number of breast cancers
attributed to true “genetic” mutations (5-10%). We need much more research done to find out what factors cause the disease if

we are to ever begin to learn how to prevent it.

We know that another part of the answer is that moving from laboratory research to clinical trials to the “bedside” is a long and
very costly process. We need to ensure that that if we are investing the time and money in quality research, we can also support

the clinical irjals process and its attendant costs.

People touched by breast cancer, whether it is oneself, family member or a friend, want to see more research being done. They
want to see progress being made in getting outcomes from the laboratory to the public. We believe they WILL use the tax
check off to support a breast cancer research program in Wisconsin. We believe that the creation and effective implementation
of such a program will benefit not only the families of our state, but all women who live in fear of the disease.

Six other states currently have similar programs, with California being regarded by breast cancer advocates as the “gold
standard”. Since it’s inception, it has raised over $4 million via an income tax check off. With the passage of AB351,
Wisconsin could join the ranks of these states seeking to find creative ways to raise funds that will further research into the
causes, prevention and treatment of breast cancer.

We strongly urge your support of this bill and make ourselves available as a resource in its implementation. Thank you for your
consideration.

Board President
Wisconsin Breast Cancer Coalition
(414)332-6179

PO. Box 170031, Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53217-0031
888-295-2622






. Anderson ; (4141 332-1878

WISCONSIN
BrEAST CANCER
COALITION

- September-15, 2003 -

Representative J.A. Hines
Room 10 West
State Capitol
o -__5P080x8952 :
S _Madxscr; WI 53788

o :-i}éa'r fRéprésé'h{atiVé Hihes* |

Thank you - for holding the Comm;t:tee on Public Heaith hearing on September 10 to learn
more about a particularly important bill - 'AB:351 —creating a tax check off box for
breast: cancer research and for the (}pportumty to testify before the committee.

I hope yau and the committee members will give great consideration to the bill and do
what you can o support it. I was reminded again of how important funding for more
research is at our annual event this past weekend. A WBCC member and volunteer

- she had had another reoccurrence of her cancer. ‘She very matter-of-factly began L
discussing plans for her memorial service and the role the WBCC could play in'seeing
her wishes carried out. One of those wishes is to get more funding for research. She is
on her ¥ast h{}p@ for- medzcat;on but it does nut lock good.

Please keep women hke her in yaur thoughts as you conisider sending this bill to the
ﬂgﬁr for a vote.

Again','tha:nk Yot very much for your consideration.

Board President
W1 Breast Cancer Coalition
(414) 332-6179

PO, Box 1700631, Milwaukes, Wisconsin 532170031
888-245-2622

- whomT hadn’t seen for awhile approached me: Thadn’t recognized her in her new wig— - . .. _



