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F{E -{f_}AB&Sﬂ x‘:ertrr" catfon for Mold inspectors and Remedsaiors .3_:' Lo

S The Mﬁscons;n RELATGRS Assec:ataon (WRA) supports the :ment of AB 66{3 whuch is
" the creation of administrative rules for the training, certification and regulationof mold -~ .-
" inspectors and remediators. However, because there exists no scientific brightline -~~~ .
.. standards for determining dangerous levels of mold and becatise mold reactions vary
- widely from individual o individual, we are uncertain as to what these rules could or
© . should be,” We therefore caution legisiators to maintain reasonable expectations from
7 this legislation and commend | you to work closely with the Department of Health and PERRRR
PR Famaiy Services (DHFS) to insure the final rules protect hcustng afforﬁabzhty and ethncai SRS
[ hame mspectors as weli as human heaith and safety ; R

i _issues Regarding the Reguiatmns : { » 'f: AR R ' R ' o
SR -We aﬁef the following observations and recommendahons regardsng ihe tegu ations v
“Unlike lead paint, there are no scientific standards determining when moid is safe S
: - or dangerous. The level of danger is determined by multiple factors znciudzng the ~. o
- " "guantity and species of mold, the particular individuals that interact wuth the R
... property and the specific environmental conditions of each property.
s Other states, such as New York and Massachusetts, that have aﬁempted tc
" develop effective standards have failed {o do so, but should, nonetheless, be o
- examined closely, The federal Envzrcnmental Prctectlcn Agency (EPA) :s aiso SHEN
.. working on establishing mold standards. SRR
I I 'Estabkshmg minimum standards for the fegulahon of testefs and remedaators FEREE RO
-+ should include bal anced input from the housing industry, scientists, .o
SR tesimgffemediaiionf nspection practitioners, and heaith advocates. The recent
" unsuccessful attempts by DHFS to develop workable lead paint certifi cataon
. guidelines resulted in part from the da;:ariment’ s intentional disregard of
R ‘recommendations from a technical advsscw panei Thas expenence should be
- avoided regarding the moid issue. -
.= Because of the omnipresence of moid the star;dards should be hmtted tc only O
i thnse mods wh;ch poseahazard to human heaith B s
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e The ruies shguid be reahstic attasnabie and flex;ble reccgmzmg thefa areno

‘scientific standards, nor is there universal agreement on how best to remediate S

" the problem once it's accurately identified. The rules should also be linked to -

s EPA: standards wath a cumsuium fiaxnb!e enaugh to respond to evcivmg expert - - '_:

~ . : . opinion, :
e j'.szen the ccmpiexmes mvs ved DHFS should be ailowed a m:mmum ef one
ey ;':-_'j;_in the 3BQE$ atsve hiStOI’Y, DHi‘-‘s shoul d be dnreated te estabhsh standafds that
-1 avoid unreasonable barriers for certified individuals orthe school who will i'ham
" . Although the statute does not mandate use of certified persons, the private

- sector likely will and the failure to have sufficient certified persons will likely havé i

~the same negatwe consequences: observed i in the curfent certlf;catfan cf Iead
...+ based paintinspectors and remediators. :
e '_:The rules should avoid such compiexnty that they dzscourage rather than
1 ‘encourage cerfification. S
.- .Controlling mold means mntmihng mosst;:re thus a bw dmg s mamtenance and
- ventilation is key.  Building codes therefore play a significant role in addressing -

. mold problems and thus the Department of Commerce’s d;v;slgn of bwidmg aad SERPIR I

i 'safety' .must_ be fuii partne;s.m dave_iapmg these:regulatzons

‘?he 'Wscensm REALTORS Assocaatzeﬂ is :ccmmatted to the protecticn and safety of
pmperty owners and their- pmpemes and thus:is committed fo woz'klng waﬁw the '
egaslatuz*e and state agenmes to deveicp ﬂaese reguiat;ons _







. '.-.-'.:AB 669 TESTIMONY FOR !NFQRMATION BY THE DEPARTMENT OF

-.'_g-.-;:-;sALTH & FAM!LY SER\IICES ON JANUARY 28, 2eu4 Sl

i -'-r._.'_".i_";‘i‘ha Department of Haaith & Famlty Servuces recognizes the pfoblam$ S
" associated with the mold inspection and mold- remediation industries acmss the S
" ‘country-and in Wasconsm We believe the voluntary certification program of AB

S 1660 is a first step in addressing the gualifications of those. working in the mdustry s

o Itis our: hape that voiuntary state certification will give qualified individuals and

s businesses a competitive advantage w;th tha abli;ty to use the credentlai of state o

L cemf‘ catton in pfomotmg thefr actfv;t;es

o -_: DHFS vnews AB 660 w;th some moduf’ catscsns as an lmt;al step that shou!d be
R .foilowed by fi.frther study and poss;b e Iegisiat;ve changes in the future :

S '_-We respectfuiiy w;sh to see _three changes m the prapesed §anguage of AB 660 ":ff Lo

Under 254 2__ (S _)(a) and (b) we wculd hke:he laﬁguage that
. indicates that the individual is certified by the state... to read that
R0x -_{_--'._.'_-;ndscates that the and;v;dual is credentlaied by the state

. ':We need the abshty tc reguiate tratnmg provsders zf it is dec;ded m S

o --deveiopmg the rule that training curricula other than a national

o ‘credential might be appropriate.” We suggest the fo%iowang !anguagé as':_"_ L

o . anew subsection under 254.23.

.May accredit appropriate tratn;ng courses ;n acidittan to the '_ : _' s

L _.5'-.recegmtlon of r:atienai accredltations

e :"-We neeci more authority reiated to the cerhfzcatlon process' An
“ . example would be authority to revoke certification based on uneth:cai
- ’business practices or shoddy. perfarmance Simslariy, we need the

" ability to refuse to credential those who have engaged in unethical or i

S - illegal practices or have previously presented false credentials, We
P suggest the foliowmg ianguage as new sub-section under. 254 23..

..May include requirements and procedures for issuing, renewmg, e s

e :.revokmg anci suspendmg ceftif' catlcm 1ssued under thls sectlon

| _The Dapartment notes the iaf;guage of the bati that states that aii of the costs
- ‘associated with this program shall be addressed by fees to those entities- bemg

i - accredited. There will be costs associated with the start of this new program. To Al

B " pass all of them on to the entities may resu ltina h;gh fee, which may create'a .
- disincentive for partnc:pataon in'the process. ‘Alternatively, in the current fiscal

- environment, the Department cannot. absorb the costs and would need additional i :
~ 7 funding. DHFS is notin a pcs;taon to absorb the ccsts of a new program and wrif e

LT not be harmg new staif



- 'We also want to. make clear the ismlted nature of AB 660. Thls thE {miy

‘addresses the voluntary credentialling of mold inspectors and remed;aters We

o arenot gzven authority. under this. bali to see ;f those ent{tles we have {:redentla ed

i '_'are workmg ina pmper manner

R Thank you fo;“ the oppoﬂuni‘iy to tesﬂfy We ieak forward tﬂ workmg wﬂ:h you on

5 further d;scusszons surroundmg moid assues

3' -.'.3Terry Moen Dlrector

" Bureau of Occupat;onai Héat hl
- Division of Public Health. | . '
S Depas‘tment of Heaith & Famiiy Serv:ces







e ':'My name IS Shamn Bessa 7505 Oak Czrcle Drrve Middleten
S .'i_.?j";'-Wlmscons-"" SR e

F I ama Certzfied Industrlal"'Hyglemst wﬁh 24 yea;‘s of expemcnce m

o performing air quality investigations. In the past ﬁve years abent

L 50" Gf these mvestlgatmns mvelved meld e

i fff.:'i'I suppert cemﬁcatlon ef mdmdnals perfermmg mcld mspectxons i

S and remedlatien L p I:have Om ccmcem ﬁ\%} et i

i fi'Asseczatiorx has commented cm this;:-'-bﬂl and 1 quate “AT ]

 remains mncemed about individuals bf:c:ommg certified .. after o

G _f'.'_':.'_"51m1313’;'attendmg a3ord day training course and takmg a short iR

I 24 years of experic:nce; no other envzmnmental mvestzgatmﬂs S

~ bhave been as challenging as ‘{hose involving mold. No other
. ..mvestzgatmﬁs have reqmred S0 much effort to: stay current. Sk
~ Staying current requires frequent attendance at conferences, o

| ergamzatmns

S 5 _:A 3-4 day trammg murse Wﬂl not pmv;de an mdwldaal Wlth
'-"adequaie preparation for perfc}rmmg qﬁahty mspectmns and

L f';Sdemg pubhcatmns and actlve partlclpatmn in my meessmml:'f'_:::j.:'.'- s

- remediation. It would be mapprepmate to gwe that mdmdaal e

L stamp af appmval

L -':I recemmend that cemﬁeatzﬂn ’ae giveﬁ to thuse mdmduais ‘WhD : S :- ':. :

L ;."_prowde evidence of education, experience and certification from fH

o ';’an accredited b{)dy O:r fmm a natmnally recogmzed oz‘gamzanon;_“ - _ : SR

| \\ @%/ 0‘3\ ﬁ;;f‘




