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AGC

GREATER MILWAUKEE

September 10, 2003

Senator Michael G. Ellis, Chair
And Members,
Senate Committee on Education, Ethics, and Elections

Re:  Assembly Bill 79 (WHEFA Bonding Authority)
Dear Senator Ellis and Members of the Committee:

In Wisconsin we are justifiably proud of our elementary and secondary schools,
both public and private. Our students” scores on the ACT college entrance test
consistently rank among the highest in the country. Similarly, Wisconsin students score
well above the average on the SAT math and verbal tests. This is no accident and is the
result of dedicated and well-qualified teachers, motivated students and parents, and a
commitment on the part of the Legislature to supporting education and its infrastructure.
Up-to-date facilities and well-maintained older buildings also play a role in these
academic successes.

In Assembly Bill 79 we have an opportunity to assure that private K-12 schools
have access to financing through the Wisconsin Health and Educational Facilities
Authority (WHEFA). The learning environment and physical plant are key to creating an
atmosphere conducive to learning; a recent report highlighted the fact that in Wisconsin
most of our school buildings are more than forty years old. Assembly Bill 79 will help
make it possible to renovate or replace obsolete educational facilities at the lowest
possible capital costs and, most important, with no expense, obligation, or risk to the
State.

I would also like to remind you of the economic stimulus value of construction
projects. The Department of Administration estimates that for every $1 million the state
spends on building projects, 30 jobs are generated, including 15 non-construction
positions! The multiplier effect of construction is an important contributor to the State’s
economy.

For all of the above reasons we respectfully urge your support and endorsement of
Assembly Bill 79.

Very truly yours,

Michael Fahishak
Executive Vice President
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