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‘Surprise! GOP lawmakers

Lawmakers from around the state are eriti-
cizing s move by Governox Jim, Doyle to slash
rmore than 400 jobs at the Northern Wisconsin
Center for the Developmentaily Disabled in
Chippewa Falls, reducing it's capacity to a
mere 17 beds. .~ :

“This cut is so huge, it can hardly be called
‘downsizing’ anymore,’ gaid Senator Dave Zien
(R-Wheaton), ‘If Governar Doyle believes that
one of the Centers has to be closed, let's have
an honest discussion gbout it.”

"“What sense does it make 10 maintain two
facilities in. the gouthern part of the state, and -
closa the one facility that serves the 80 percent
of Wisconsin that exists “porth of Madison?"
Zienasked. . o il

The lawmakers say that the time may have

come to stop reducing the capacity of all the
state facilities and finally decide 1o close one of

them: The Central ‘Wisconsin Center for the
Developmentally Disabled ip Madison.

There are three -state institutions for the '

developmentally disabled: Northern Center in

Chippewa Fails, Central Center. in Madison
and Southern Center in Union Grove.

Wisconsin has endeavored in recent years to

move a8 many patients 68 possible out of these

* atate institutions ‘and into. corumunity-based

residential facilities. As’ populations in the

center open

*Center have dropped, it has become apparent
thh:: the state no longer needs to operate all
three. T

According to state Representative Jeff Wood
(R-Chippewa, Falls), Northern Center employ-
ees arve effectively being punished by the Doyle

- administration for doing their jobe too well.

“Neither of tha other state centers hasa been
a8 effective as Northern Canter at placing res-
ident out in their communities,” said Wood,

"Qur facility has been the most effective in the

State, and it's the only facility for peocple with
pevere - developmental “disabilities anywhere

north -of Madison, ‘yet we're getting- closed

down, This is politics at jtgworst.” .

Zien, Wood and othér out-state legislators
will introduce the bill to close the Centrai Cen-
ter next week. They say that, in addition to
concern for maintaining services 1o ‘the north-
ern part of the state, there are also significant
local economic considerations. '

“Jim Doyle is quick to slash 400 state jobs in
our comaunity, where we've already fost hun-
dreds of jobs and we can'’t afford to Joae any
more,” said state Senator Dave Zien (R~

Wheaton). “Madizon, with an economy buoyed

by 30,000 state jobs and hundreds of health

care facilities, could absorb ‘displaced health

care workers much more easily”
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Lawmaﬁ:rs from around the state
are criticizing a move by Governor
Jim Doyle to slash more than 400
jobs at the Northern Wisconsin
Center for the Developmentally
Disabled in Chippewa Falls, reduc-
ing it's capacity to 2 mere. 17 beds.

“This cut'is so. huge, it can
hardly be called ‘downsizing' any-
more." said Senator Dave Zien (R-
Wheaton). "If Governor Doyle be-
fieves that one of the Centers has to
be closed; let’s have an honest dis-
cussion about it.”

*What sense does it make to
maintain two facilities in the
southern part of the state, and close
the one facility that serves the 90

oyt

—2 8
percent of Wisconsin that exists
north of Madison?" Zien asked.

The lawmakers say that the time
may have come to stop reducing the
capacity of all the state facilities

and finally decide to close one of
them: - ‘the Central Wisconsin Cen-

ter for the Deveiopmentaiiy Dis-
~abled in Madison.

There are three state msumuans

" for-the: deveiopmentaliy disabled:

Northern Center in Chippewa Falls,
Central Center in ‘Madison and
Southern Center in Union Grove.
Wisconsin has endeavored in recent
years to move as many patients as
possible out of these state institu-
tions and into community-based

Center;

residential facilities. As popula-
tions in the Centers have dropped,
it bas become apparent that the
state no longer needs to operate all
three.

According to state Representative
Jeff Wood (R-Chippewa Falls),
Northern Center employees are ef-
fectively being punished by the
Doyle Administration for doing
their jobs too well,

"Neither of the other state centers
has been as effective as Norihern
Center at placing residents out in
their communities,” said Wood.

"Our fauhty has been the most ef-
fective in the Siate, and it's the

e A ——A

Keep Northern Center

only facility for people with severe
developmental disabilities. anywhere
north of Madison, yet we're geiting
closed down. This is politics at its
worst.”

Zien, Wood, and other out-state
legislators will introduce the bill to
close the Central next week. They
say that, in addition to concern for
maintaining services to the northern
part of the state, there are also sig-
nificant local economic considera-
tions.

“Jim Doyle is quick to slash 400
state jobs in our community, where
we've already lost hundreds of jobs
and we can't afford to lose any

more,” said State Senator Dave
Zien (R-Wheaton). "Madison, with
an economy buoyed by 30,000 state
jobs and hundreds ‘of health care fa-
cilities, could absorb displaced
health care workers much more eas-
ily"l

Madison is home to nomerous
large health care facilities, such as
the University of Wisconsin Hospi-
tal and Clinics, A Veterans Admin-
istration Hospital and Mendota
Mental Health Institution.

*If the Governor looked at the
situation objectively,” said Repre-
sentative Scott Suder (R-Abbots-
ford), "he would keep the Southern
and Northern Centers open, and

close the one in Madison. Since
it's politically very difficult for him
to close the facility in his home
town, we're going to help him to
do the right thing."

"] just wish the Governor and
Secretary Nelson had consulted with .
the local legislators and the em-
ployees of the Northern Center to
work toward a solution, instead of
superseding the Legislature and
making a decision unilaterally
without all of the facts,” added
Wood. "This is an issue that has to
be approached carefully with the
best interest of our most vulnerable
citizens as well as our taxpayers in
mind."”
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- “the state. ]

VIAK 17w

_ Chippewa Falls, Wi 54729
+March 5,2003.

Dear Senator: ,

I attended a mf:ctmg on March 3, 2003 at the Chippewa County Courthouse. Jeff Wood and a
representative from Dave Zien’s ofﬁce as well as local business people, area chamber of
commerce; county officers and employees of NC were present.

Chmpewa Couaty noted an mterestmg fact wh!ch 1 beéieve the county you represent may be
: mteresied i, -

.-The fundmg prowded by the stata for t’ne harder—toﬁcare for mdmda&is still ressldmg at NCis’

- 'madequate ‘While fundmg for commumty placements wﬂi incréase from its current $225 per day

o $325 per. day, that is not sufficient to care for residents in'the community. Chippewa County

~ currently has 8 clientsat NC., Two of these cannot be placed inthe « commumi}, because of safety
concerns. Two will be able to be placed at the $325 rate. The remaining four will need an
additional $124,100 a 'year of county funding to bé placéd in the community. This is a shift to
county taxpayers. When all counties are included, property tax payers in the 52 counties served
by the NC will share more than $2 million more in additional property taxes. A thought to
pondcr - how wﬂl the piacements in your county affect its funds?

' 'A:ncther mterestmg fact = closmg NC would save $2 2 million according to DHFS Secretary
Helene. Nelson. This is a fraction of what could be saved by closing Central Center. Central

- Cénter is Tocated in the richest area of Madison Property values there are among the blghes’{ in-

he Cential Center has 72 acres, DHES has not had the land apprazseé The assessed

bmidmg Valzze of Central Center is $50 mﬂhon The NC assessed building value is $33.2 million.

NC: serves t%}e most counties 52 out of 72 couuixes in Wxscensm C!osmg the NC would force

L some famalzes to drwe hundreés of mlieq fo &1s;t ioved oncs in 1§1€: Soulhern part of the state.

J::ﬁff W eod and uavc /I{:ﬁ are propesmg a i}m to close Cennal Centm lh:a bili would require

- 'DHFS to termizate all services at Central Ccnter and sell the property. The department would v+
required to submit 2 proposal to the Joint Finance Committee to spell out how it would terminate
services and transfer residents and employees. The proposal also would include how it would sell
the personal property and real estate of the center.

Please support this bill which is just and best supports the developmentally disabled people in
Wisconsin.

Thank vou for your consideration.

Sincerely.
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- Marci 6, 2005

MAR 11 2003

Dear Senator Roessler:

o dama Reszde:tf Care Techniciqn at the Northern Wisconsin Center for the
Devefopmef:mi{y stabied. I fuyve worked there Jor thirteen years. I feel that Northers
Cénter as @ whole, is. bewg punished for tie good care we provide for our clients,

It has been known foryears that the Northern Center is the best of the three centers in
Wisconsin. One of the reasons for this is becmtse Central and Southern Centers have such
High staff turnover. Northerss Center Itas » maﬂy staff that have been here 30 plus years. They
gﬁm fime f:are for. the same wents for many years. T ma&é‘ think that the clients would feel
pretty secure kzmwzitg ﬂmt ziie same sz‘a_ﬁ' memker will ée tkere jbr them every day, giving them

wlmi i!xgy txegd

Graap fmmes are another problem; staff come and go like flies. My Sister has been in
ses*emf group homes. When she was 12 years old, she was diagnosed with Paranotd
Sﬂfzzzoykrema. So my parents decided to put her in o group home instead of an institution.
Staff, pﬁyswal{y and emotionally abused her. She was denied food for panisiunent. My parenis
moved her to di _gf}"erenz group homes in. the area. There was one Jrome that had o Yock on the
refngeratm: 1t was there to prfvef:t peapie getzmg Jood without permission from the staff. My
sister has a medical pmbiem and she is (o eat 4 10 6 small meals a day. Staff denied the extra
Jood because they fels that it was not fulv for her to eat and not the other peaple.

Neediess io. s;zy, i Medchzi emfer was neeessar}t in order fw m;: sisier to imsw axtre fem:‘

A ﬁer my sxsz‘er imd‘ ﬁefm in smra! gm;:p k:m:es, zke éecmwx was made by my Jamily
z‘o iuwg her move into lier own apurinient. Our -fumily now supervises ier. P sure
You know how I feel about ﬁ’refq; Homes especwl{;r in the Eau Claire and Chippewa Falis

ared. STAYAWAY 1

My pmposai is o keep | Naﬁlxem %czmsm C‘emer apen and to open the Highview
Geriatric prison. Northern Center can provide the laundry and food services and power plant
Services, We should be using the facilities that we Jave available.

Sincerely,

Utetrua el

A Northern ?Fzsﬁmzsm Gmter Resident Care Technician

Vieform Seizier
4980 174" Street
C}:{ppewa Falls, Wisconsin
. 34729-9182
Te!epi:one Number: 1-715-723-0712




Cheryl Patten
7674 141% Street

Chippewa Falls, WI 54729
(715) 726-1558

RE: Kéép Open i_he Northern Center for the Developme_ntaily Disabled
'D‘?af :Gog’eméf.bébﬁés.Senatdfs.aﬁa Representative: S

I am reépéptﬁlﬂy fa:sking that you keep the Northern Center fQI;:f-hﬁ Developmentaily Disabled
: open. 1 have worked at the center for over 19 years. T believe that the Wisconsin Legislature
~ should take a careful ook at closing the Central rather than Northern facility.

~_Our Northern Center may have a higher cost of care per client, but our clients have higher

e

| ':_-_'.'me'dlcalﬂzaﬁdj_%gﬁaﬁéi‘ai-ne':eds-than_.tﬁe:'i_‘;lients-at the other two centers. If the Northern Centeris .

closed it will have a devastating impact on'the workers; the northern community (which is

L already struggling compared with southern Wisconsin with a 6.5 compared to 2 2.4 .

unemployment rate), and most of all, the clients and their families.

Ifthe Cerif_ral ..féci]ity is 6105@(1, the State of Wisconsin with benefit greatly from the sale of the
- real estate on which it is located. The real estate and buildings are valued at over 50 million

 Finally, consider that if you close the Northern Center, it will become harder and more costly to - -

~ startup and run the Highview Gerlatric Prison, which was shied to share services with the |~

o Northern Center. In the future, with the aging prison population the State will benefit greatly

from the Geriatric Prison that can share services with the Northern Center,

o Piea_ée do n_o.;.".m()%_/ﬁ_ the j@?ﬁs;_td;sdi;_théﬁ Wiscensm, whé_réf they are not needed. Piéé_se do not
~distupi the lives of countless clients that 1o many of us workers have become: fawily, Remiember

that sur clicnts are themselves often clderly and cither have eldesly fmimediate family or no
family at all. Moving them and taking them out of a facility that they have spent their lives in,
with workers who have known them for decades, is emotionally devastating, cruel and will in all
likelihood be physically detrimental.

Finally, piease do not make a hasty decision. Consider the mtolerably high human and economic

consequences of closing the Northern Center.
Support Senator Zein’s and Representative Wood’s bill to close the Central facility.

Respectfully,

Cheryl Patien
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Dear Senator Roessler;

I am writing as a concerned employee of 26 plus years at Northern Center, I
have a few points regarding the closing of the center.

1. We have a resident population from 52 counties with many special needs that
simply cannot be met in a group home setting and still receive the quality care that
has been provided through staff that comes here to work and remains here for
many years often until retirement, which results in consistency of care.

2. There is also the issue of the parents and guardians who visit frequently and
would not be able to make the trip to Central Center, this would create an undo
hardship on them. A center that is located in.the southern and northern part of the
- state would serve everyone with less hardshlps on chenis and parents and

. guardlans e

3. Economzcally the Chlppewa v &iiey has been already hit hard and this would
only add to the probiems creating more uncmp}oyment ‘whereas the Madison area
would be able to more absorb the jobs being lost. Already strapped counties
would have to raise taxes even with the increase in funding to care for clients

4. We as employees of Northern Center have a record far better than then
Central or Southern when placing residents in the community, and feel losing our
jobs for doing a good job is not fair or just.

5. We also have very good medical facilities in this area to handle needs that
may arise.

Your time 1s apprec;ated m thls matter of Northem Cen’{f:r 1ts chents staff and
commumiy ' :
Thanks
Smcereiy,

Jﬁa@&f Fcectel /

Darrell Friedel
29055 Cty Hwy X
Cadott, Wi, 54727
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Virginia F. Stelter ; March 6.2003
3262 90@ Street : Page 1
‘Chippewa Falls, W1 54729

‘Dear Senator,
: Tam wrltmg 10 you in regards to Governor Doyle closing down Northern Center
for the Developmentaliy Disabled, located in Ch1ppewa Fails

_ The res1dents at Northem Center require a h;gher degree of care and we are
E 'concemed that the spec:lai needs and care of the residents can not be met in the
. community as: they are at the center. That is unfair to them when their needs are so great.

s - For example the shortage of dentists’ wﬂhng to take Medxcaxd is at crisis low proportlons
" “and further more; there is;a severe shortage of nurses everywhere in the state. Many of

A | these: ms1denis rcqmre skzlied ‘nursing supervision: Closing the, center will also bring
F 'é-hardshlp to the resident’s families: Many have moved into this area to be close to their
- loved ones. Now' they will have to drive hundreds of mﬂes just to visit loved ones in the
: southem part of the state.

- The Governor also wants to transfer the residents back to the county in which they
' :}wed pnor to coming to Northern Center. Tn doing so, he is expecting each county to
cover the cost for the residents to live in that county. The Notthern Center serves 52 of
the 7 2 counties in Wisconsin. The fundmg by the state for the harder to care for
individuals still residing at the center is inadequate. While funding for community

' "placements will increase from its eurrent $225 per day 1o $323 per day, that isnot

- sufficient to care for residents in the commumty ‘For example, Chippewa County

- curtently has 8 chents at Northern Center. Two can not be placed in the community
“because of safety concerns. Two will be able to be placed at the $325 rate. The
f'.remammg 4 will need an additional $124, 100 a year of county funding to be placed in the

. ﬁ-.'i'_commumty This isa shift 1o county iaxpayers When all counties are included, ‘property
 tax payers in the 52 counnes served by the Northem Cente:r wali share more than $2

o "_'f-'_;_-mﬂllon more in addltzonal taxes

. The cost of eperatmg Centrai Center for iast year was $52 9 milhon all funds

§ compared to $29 million for Northern Center. Further, closing the Northern Center

- would save $2:2 million according to DHFS Secretary Helene Nelson. This is a fraction

‘of what would be saved by closing Central Center. Central Center is located in the

richest area in Madison — not too far from the Governor’s mansion. Property values there
are among the hi ghest in the state. The assessed building value of Central Center is $50
million, not to mention the land value. Northern Center was assessed at only $33.2
million.



Page 2

Chippewa Valley is being unfairly penalized. Closing the Northern Center would
have a devastating economic impact on the Chippewa Valley. Coupled with the fact that
the Highview Prison won’t be opening, which is also proposed by Governor Doyle, and
the brunt of downsizing will be unfairly felt in the community. With the job losses, the
community will loss approximately $40 - $55 million a year. Dane County can better

. absorb dlsplaced workers with a 2.4 percent unemployment rate as compared to 6.5

percent in Chlppewa

A bﬂl has been prc:sented te Governor Doyle to keep the Northern Center open

' -._._;and to close Central Center msteaci We are asking for your support in this matter, so we

L -'may contmue to offer serv1ces 1o all, 52 countles

o '.Siﬁégfe}y’ ROER SR

: ;/aff,%ma; + St

B Vi;gii;%a_ F. Stelter -
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Jermstad, Sara

From: Asbjornson, Karen

Sent: Friday, March 07, 2003 3 55 PM
To: Jermstad, Sara

Subject: FW: DAWN Alert: SB 57 hearzng

Karen Asbjornson

0Office of Senator Carol Roessler
(608) 266-5300/1-888-736-8720

" Karen.Asbjornson@legis.state.wi.us

~~~~~ Original Message-—---

From: Solie, Denise

. Bent: Friday, March 07, 2003 3:23 PM

To: Asbjornson, Karen; Driedric, Michael
Subject: FW: DAWN Alert: SB 57 hearing

- FYI! Received this in my email from a disabilities group that T monitor...

DAWN Alert: SB 57 hearing

The Senate Health, Children, Families, Aging and Long Term Care
Committee will have a hearing on SB 57 at 1:00 pm on ‘Tuesday, March 11,
2003. 'The hearing will be held in Room 411-Scuth in the State Capitol.
This bill proposes toe c¢lose Central Center for the Developmentally
 Disabled, while keeping Northern and Southern Centers open. This bill
~would allow also for the placement of children under 22 years of age at
Northern and Southern Centers.

The governor‘s budget includes a proposal to downsize Northern Center
while keeping Central and Southern Centers open. His proposal has
generated much discussgion in the geographical area surrounding Northern
Center. This bill is being proposed due to congtituent's economic
concerns for the Northern Center area. To read more about this bill
including a list of talking points, go to the DAWN website at:
<http://www.dawninfo.org/advocacy/leg/intro_leg.cfm>.

The Committee is accepting public testimony at the hearing. It is also
accepting written testimony. Written testimony should be sent to the
Committee Chairperson, Sen. Carcl Roessler, Room 8 South, State Capitol,
P.0. Box 7882, Madison, WI 53707-7882.

khrAhkFhrhA T AT A AR A AR AL R A A XK

Come to the People Can't Wait budget rally on April 23, 2003 in Madison
at Noon at the State Capitol.
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As a state emplow cew erkmg at Northern Wisconsin Center this has been some
very stressfui few weeks.

Not a:mlw wxl} I be losing my jnb with all the benet‘ ts: tha: go with it I am also
very concerned about the people that take care of ¢ every day. They are very
special people that have many difficult problems bé it medical or behavioral.
We at Northern Center have worked with these peaple for many years and
have gatten to know them as if they were our own family. ‘We can tell when

L 'thmgs are. bﬂthermo them and when they feel painand dlscomfort They know
s '_'-ﬁs and rely ozz us ta heip them and understand thexr needs ' SR

- ‘We take these specmi ;}eop}e mte eur homes to meet our famlhes and to play
- withour pets. We take them to movies, dancmg, concerts, slmppmg and out to
eat, We take them on‘picnics and on boat rides. They have been . camping and
some even got t0-go to Wisconsin Dells this last summer. Some were even able
to attend Country Fest in Cadott. If one of our people should leave and they
see the staff years Iater they remember us ‘with a bzg hug This I think proves
that they rely on us,

No‘rthem Center serves 52 counties Many of these counties do not have the
resources to place these people, The funding has been increased for the -

SR commumty placements but this will iiot cover all the’ costs foriour peeple This: .00
" cost will have to be. prowded by ‘higher’ praperty taxes. The nperatmg costat” L
Northern Center is’ higher than the other institutions but I feel that that rei}ects

the fact that our people require a higher degree of care. ‘We have. nursing ané
therapy. staff on grounds and a Dentlst and Doctors. In the community these

. peaple wnli have to "be dnven all over and that not a geod th;ng when they are
_szck : S : :

: Northem Center has the most stabie workferce of ail the mstxtntlons in WL
This means that they prebab]y have more efficient care at NWC, With the
unemployment rate in the Chippewa Valley at 6.2%2% it will be very difficult
to find other jobs. There certainly will not be any state jobs here. Pane
County has an unemployment rate of 2.6% so they will‘be better able to absorb
the Workers

The states that have closed their institutions have found that it has not been a
good solution. The cost has become higher in the community and the special
people have not benefited from it at all.

Please reconsider the closing of Northern Center. The DD/MR people need us
and the community needs the jobs!

FEran Schneider
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Dear Senator Roessler:

T have been an RCT at Northern Center for the past 24 yr. And would like your help in keeping it open. 1
am concerned about what will happen to our people. Most of the people left here are severely handicapped
or have very bad behaviors. A lot of gronp homes do not have enough staff to handle either, ror do they
provide 24 hr, nursing care and most staff in-group homes have very little traning. We are all required to
be CN A’s and have on-going training all year.

T would like you to back Rep. Jeff Wood when he introduces his bill to close Central Center mstead of
_Northern. Here at Northern, we have a stable workforce who leads to betier care and efficiency. Central
" has a high turnover rate and aiways have new employees in orientation. We also serve the most counties in
Wisconsin and if Nerthem W{)uid siose pamnts and guarélans Would have to drive hundreds of miles to
g v1s1i thmz 1oved ones. : :

l\zerthem Centey has aiso workeci hard to place people in the camrnunity, which all three centers were
suppesed to do, but Northern has placed the most and now because our population is so low, it scems that
we are being pumsheé for doing a good job.

Closing the Northern Center would have a devastating economic impact on the Chippewa Valiey because
of ail the lay-off-and businesses closing in the area. There are very few state jobs to transfer to in this area.
Dane County has a lower unemployment rate and there are many state jobs in Dane County for employees
of Central to ‘{;ansfer 10,

- Hopefully the Governor Doyle will take this proposai as an aitemanve to ciosmg \iorihern Center and I
f:'hope that yeu would back zhis pmposa] i:cao : . - _ :

Slncerely, o
%{@" /4/ At o

i T SVILT
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:_s'o'me of their behaviors reaily._are?..-P.I-egs_é't_hink about this.

March8, 2003 H %% 13 2333

Senator Roessler,

I am writing in regards to Governor Doyle’s proposed downsizing/closing of Northern Wisconsin Center. I have
been an employee at NWC for 23 years and [ truly believe closing/downsizing the center would be a terrible injustice to
our people who live there, and to the people of Wisconsin.

Our Developmentally Disabled people who have lived at the centers over the years have had many different levels
«of disabilities ranging from very mild to extremely severe medical and behavioral problems. Some of our people have

- been able to benefit by moving to the community. Usually these people were not the severely disabled. Most of the
residents who live at NWC now either have severe behavioral problems or severe medical problems. The level of care and
number of trained staff it takes to provide this care makes it very hard to safely place them in the community. At NWC ali
of our residents get active treatment throughout every day. Some of the activities include; training in daily living skills,
getting out to workshops and recreational areas, getting out into the community on outings (shopping, picnics, out to eat,
going to the fair, horse drawn wagon rides, pontoon rides, sports events, and more), and going to special events presented
on grounds such as dances a circus and holiday parties. If these people are placed in group homes will they still receive
the same amount of active treatment that they get now? Will there truly be enough trained staff available to keep them
safe 24 hours a day? What kind of training do the people who work in group homes have? Do you realize how severe

.~ As you think about all of the issues involved in this downsizing/closing please 'kécp this at the very top of your

G thoughis. The developmentally disabled, no matter what their level of ability is, are very special people, fot just dollars -

_and cents on some sheet of paper, 1 think this is hard to remember sometimes when you donot see the actual people. If

~ you could see the smile they have when they are told they did 2 “good job”, o the laugh when they pull a trick on you, or

“sit with them when they are sick, or hold their hand as they die from a disease like cancer, maybe then you could really
understand what special people they are. These same people, who are mostly older people, are being told the home they
have known most of their life is being taken away from them. That they will no longer be living with the same people they
have spent most of their life with. That they will no longer be spending time with the staff that they have cared for and
that have cared for.them for so many years. And that most of them will now live even farther away from their parents and
families, and probably won’t be able to see them near as often as they do now. Do you really think this is the CHOICE

" they would make? I don’t! _

.. A fewyears ago all three centers were mandated to downsize, NWC. has the best record (highest percent placed). . .

. of all three centers and now we are being punished for it. Part of our higher cost per resident comes from the fact that the-

. residents we have loft require a higher level of care. Because we placed more people out into the community that didn’t
need the higher level of care, we now can not average those in to help decrease the cost per person, as the other two
centers can. So if we had kept 200 more residents we could be running at a lower cost per person also, but of course the

state would be paying that price for 200 more people than it would need to. If you look at it that way NWC has already

~_ been saving the state money, compared to the other centers. . o D S

If we have done our job and done it better than the others why are we being penalized? The Chippewa Valley has
already been hit hard with raising unemployment. And now with the governor wanting to get rid of 450 more jobsat
NWC, and not opening the geriatric prison preventing another 300 jobs that we had been promised, he is proposing
cutting out 750 jobs from the Chippewa Valley. Some reports are trying to say only 300 people will be losing their jobs
because reportedly there will be 142 jobs available in Madison at Central center. But the reality is there are 525 jobs here
now and supposedly NWC will be downsized to 75 employees, that means 450 people will no longer be working here in
the Chippewa Valley. Chippewa County has studied the financial impact and figures closing NWC will cost the county 40
= 55 million dollars a year. Other counties will also be effected financially, but just haven’t realized it yet.

The Governor said to come up with alternatives well here is a couple. First off he said we must all bear the
burden of the budget shortfall, so why not have all state employees mandated to take 5 “zero days”, that is five days off, in
a years time, with no pay. [ don’t know the numbers but it would sure have to help some. Then the other alternative would
be to close Central Center instead of Northern Center and sell the land CWC is on. | think this is a proposal legislators
from the Chippewa Valley have or will be making. Please look that proposal over carefully and really consider it. The
Northern half of the state is still part of Wisconsin and does deserve a fair chance at having these jobs stay in our area.

Thank you for your time and consideration in this matter. Please look at all aspects of it, not Jjust the fact that the
Governor thinks this would be best because someone who only had her job for 6 weeks chooses to close the one farthest
away.

Sincerely,

9@ /%i@/ V\'-"‘m Mrs. Jo Gerrits

12§ Reynoids St
Boyd, Wi 54726
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1748 113" Street
Chippewa Falls, WI 54729
March8,2003

Dear Mf» % W’é‘u

L have worked at Northern Center for 12 years. Some people think 12 years is a long
time at one job. Twelve years is just a sprinkle in a down pour at NC. My mom retired
from NC after 32 years of service. Northern Center has been good for my family and the
Chippewa valley. After more than 100 years; Governor Doyle has elected to close NC.
Closing NC would have a devastating economic impact on the Chippewa Valley.

The peopié who work at NC .a_ré good:at _Mia_t-théy- do. ‘There was an article in the
Chippewa paper that _'_iﬁs_inaatc_ad-:t};'c_pecpl_e-w_hc live at NC don’t laugh. Staff were -

~ devastated. People truly do haye a good time. They expericnce home cooked meals,
dances, bowling, horse back riding, the circus, fair, day camp at Lake Wissota’s Camp
~Kenwood with bon fires, smores, camp fire songs, pontoon rides and ‘arts and crafts.
There are birthday parties, holiday celebrations and so much more. :
Is working at NC all abed of roses? Of course not. Recently, I was bit and hit in the
same day. I was lucky, the bite didn’t break my skin but it did hurt. The physical pain
‘wasn’t as bad as the pain my feclings experienced. I care for the people who live at NC
and want only the best for them. - '

1 am asking you to back Dave Zien’s and Jeff Wood’s proposal to keep NC open and

o close Central Ceriter, If _;he_--'_ggiglzt_;_fi{':_ié'Siiig.QNC_.:is_j@;)h‘éi}?’_déa’féase the deficit, millions of v
_ dollars more could be saved by closing Central. The job losses would be much better

absorbed by a county with a 2.4 % unemployment rate(Dane) compared to 6.5%
unemployment rate (Chippewa). Chippewa’s unemployment rate is.about to increase

because Mason Shoe is also closing it’s doors. -

Pl.éé's"é_ Sﬁ?ppért'bave’s and J off s"pz‘dposél; I bé_}_zeﬁts the Chippewa Valley; it benefits
Wisconsin, - - R TR
Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

i

Susan Schamberger
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