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- Jermstad, Sara

From: Jane Waidktrch [;waldklrch@ elknet. net}

Sent:

To: sen. znen@teg;s state.wi.us; sen.reynolds @legis.state.wi.us; sen.roessler@legis.state.wi.us;
sen.kanavas @legis.state.wi.us; sen.brown @legis.state.wi.us; sen.welch@legis.state.wi.us;
sen.robson@legis.state.wi.us; sen.chvala@legis.state.wi.us; sen.jauch@legis.state.wi.us;
sen.carpenter@legis.state.wi.us

Ce: rep.woodj@legis.state.wi.us; rep.suder@legis.state.wi.us; rep.kreibich@legis. state.wi.us;
rep.hines @legis.state.wi.us; rep.balow @legis.state.wi.us; rep.ladwig @legis.state.wi.us;
replasee @legis.state.wi.us; rep.musser@legis.state. wi.us

Subject: Senate Bili 57

I realize that I am sending this message to you very close te the time vyou
will be considering Senate Bill 57, but hope that vou will have time to
read this before further action is taken on this bill.

I am an aunt of one of the residents at Central Wisconsin Center and I know
» first-hand the excellent care that is provided at ‘the Center. I am alsc an
_jemploye@ of “a nursing home 1n Walwarth County, and I know that excellence
dnione' s job ig not a factor in how health care is funded these days. I am
©aware that we have a huge budget deficit in Wlsconszn, and that cuts must
ﬂbe made that will negatively: impact everyone. "However, T would like vou to
ceonsgider that Central Center provides care to pedple who would be difficult
to place anywhere else. These people have profound medical and
developmental disabilities which preclude them sver being mainstreamed into
their communities. They require trained, experienced, caring individuals
to provide for their physical and emotional needs. They have this at
Central Center. I seriously doubt that the guality of care and the quality
of 1ife provided by the staff could be duplicated either in their
individual communities or by overburdening the staff at either Northern or
Scouthern Center.

S 1'd like to reiterate z suggestion which my sister also sent to vou, to

...consider cloging the WI School for.the Deaf (WSD) in Delavan and/or -the .
“school for the blind in Jan@sv1lla CAs a ‘Pelavan resident, I can attest to

Cthe fact that WSD prcvxdes a fine program for deaf residents of Wisconsin.
But at what cost? We provide room, board, education, and weekly
transportation for these students, to name just a few of their expenses,

. I'm sure it is excellent care, but these people represent only a fraction

" 6f the deaf popuxatlan in our state. Other communzty programs are
obviously already available. The same could be said of the blind served in
Janesville. Both these groups are being served so that they can go back
into their communities as productive, normal citizens. If that is the
case, why not begin as we mgan to go on, with having their training and
education in the communities where their families live and where they would
get their education ordinarily? The same cannot be saild for the residents
of Central Center. These people are always going to need speclalized care
and protection. In their case, having a number of highly skilled,
dedicated caregivers available is not just desirable. It ig our duty to
provide them, as Wisconsin citizens the same as all of us, with the best
possible environment to cobtain the care they need.

I ask that you consider these things in relation to Senate Bill 57, and
please seek alternatives to closing Central Wisconsin Center.

Thank vou.

Jane Waldkirch
1133 Center St.
Delavan, WI 53115
{2627 T728-8463



Jermstad, Sara

From: Diane Santi {ds:dawgod_@yahoo.%om]

- Sent: Monday, March 10, 20083 11:57 PM
To: sen.roessler@legis.state.wi.us
Subject: 2003 Senate Bill 57

Dear Senator Roessler:

Asg Chairwoman of the Health, Children, Families, Aging
& Long-Term Care Committee vou will be conducting a
hearing on "Senate Bill 37". The hearing is scheduled
for March 11, 2003 - tomorrow!!! {Unless it is
postponed.) I implore you bo look bevond the simple
dollars and cents issue, and see that this involves
the lives of many.

I want this e-mall entered and read as testimony
during this hearing for “"Senate Rill 57":

- My name is Diane Santi. I live in Cudahy, Milwaukee
S County. My son's name is: Scott Manske. This is
about my zon's life.

Senate Bill 57 is attempting to close Central
Wisconsin Center. Central Wisconsin Center is home
for my 23 vear old profoundly retarded son. This has
been his home for the past 19 yvears. My son has
extensive physical, medical, and psychclogical needs,
-and I know these needs are all being met at Central
Wisconsin Center. I have been actively inveolved in
his care and with his caregivers for the last 19
yvears. I feel he has the best quality of life living

7 at Central Wisconsin Center. Closing down this

Center, will literally compromise his life, along with
the other 350 residents. I am at a loss to understand
the reasoning behind this proposed closing, but I
believe it iz about saving money.

However, the cleosing of CWC will not necessarily save

the State money. The needs of the 3150 residents are
.extensive, and not easily shifted to other caregivers.

For example: ({(From Fact Sheet dated 3/15/02 supplied
by Ted Bunck, PhD, Center Director)

285 individuals are totally dependent on others for
bathing.

216 individuals are totally dependent on others for
dressing.

314 individuals are totally dependent on others to use
the toilet.

258 individualg are totally dependent on others for
eating their meals.

288 individuals are non-ambulatory.

180 individuals are fed by tube, and this occcurs 570
1




times in a 24-hour peried, all individuals have

. medically prescribed diets; 160 of those diets are

mechanically altered or textured based on individual
needs, 123 individuals are on therapeutic diets.
These specialized diets are prepared three tlmeS a
day, every day of the year. :

106 individuals have limited or no vision.
265 individuals have limited or no hearing.

An average of 16 doses of medication are prescribed,
digpensed, and adninistered per resident every 24
hours. There are approximately 5480 medications
administered every 24 hours.

Additionally, there is a Centerwide total of 742 other
prescribed nursing treatments or interventions given
across the Center during every 24-hour period.

91 individuals have a history of fractures or very
fragile bones due to medical conditions. These
individuals reguire edtremely careful lifting and
transfer protocols.

246 individuals receive physical therapy, and 280
receive occupational therapy services.

63 individuals receive regular respiratory therapy 3-4
times per week.

2% individuals have tracheostomies. An average of 37
tracheostomy changes are performed each month.

75 individuals have psychiabric needs required
medication.

264 individuals are bezng treated for selzures

There are no instances of sgkin breakdowns or decubitus
ulcers even though this is a group of individuals
particularly susceptible to this condition,

54 individuals have problems with regulating body
temperatures.

As you see by the above, these individuals have very
special needs. I invite you and your committe to tour
Central Wisconsin Center, so you can see for vourself
these very special individuals.

The "saving money" issue is not just black and white.
Before an argument regarding the actual cost savings
by clesing this Center, accurate cost comparisons need
ro be done. Questions as simple as: What is the daily

care rate?, Explanations as to what makes up this
actual daily care rate? What exactly are
Administrative overhead expenses? What is the actual
Medicald reimbursement received? What is the actual
40% State expense???

How can a bill be ocut there proposing the closing of
this Center with all these unanswered guestions??
What about the lives of these 350 individuals versus
saving money?? What money? How much?

My child's life is in your hands {as well as 350
2



7 individuals currently living at Central Wisconsin

“--Center). Don't act hastily without getting the facts
~-- vigit Central Wisconsin Center -- do accurate cost
studies. '

Thanks you for listening. I lcok forward to:your
support.

Sincerely,

Diane Santi

3258 E. Ramsey Avenue
Cudahy, WI 53110
{414-769-8277)

Do yeou Yahco!?
Yahoo! Webk Hosting - establish vour business online
http://webhosting.vahoo.com
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‘March 10,2003

State Senator Carol Roessler
Room 8 South State Capitol
PO Box 7882

Madison WI 53707-7882

This letter is to express my deepest concern over proposed plans to drastically downsize or close the Northern
Center in Chippewa Falls.

As a Chippewa Valley resident, one of my greatest concerns is for the economy of the entire region, with a definite

possibility of irreparable harm to the area;

¢ The loss of revenue generated by the needs of the center itself

»  The loss of revenue generated by the employees who shop in the area

s The greatly increased cost to the counties who will bear increased responsibility for any clients from the
Northmra Center whe are moved fo group. homes

{ am cencemed about pians 1o move some resadents to group homes:

¢ Whatisthe record of care and quality of life for group home residents? It needs.to be proven that the level and
quality of care is anywhere near 1o being. mmparabie to the care received at Northern Center,
'What guarantee is there of oonﬁnued/permantmt payments for care?

e  What will the increased cost be for medical and dental care which is currmtiy included in the care provided by
the Northern Center?

I am also concerned about the choice of Northern Center rather than, for instance, Central Center:

s [T central were closed, the value/benefit to the state if the Jand were sold would: be $30-80 million, versus the
value of the Northern Center property of $900 thousand to $1 million

»  What feasibility studies were done on closing other centers such as Central in comparison to Northern; if
Northern is ' more expensive, are there justifiable reasons for that difference, or was Northern center chosen
primarily because it’s in the northern part of the state

- Jt-would make much more sense for the residents and their families for the purposes of visiting andhome stays ...
~ 1o’ have onie center in the northern part of the state and one in the southern part, rather than two in the saut‘hem D e

- part only.” Making it difficult to impossible for families to be close to their loved ones is detrimental to the
client’s welfare, as well as to their families,

In a final note, T also have a great concern that this entire proposal has been done much, much too hastily without
nearly enough background research, study or discussion. Please carefully consider this proposal in light of the
many great concerns that 1, and many people in this area, feel. As presented, 1 consider this an ill-considered, great
mistake. -

Sinc&;;ely,

S ot gl
p w“"»/ g %’5{ L/ o T g A fg"
" Janice Croissant

4928 Coventry Court #6
Eau Claire WI 54701



MAR 14 2003

112 N. Reynolds St.
Boyd, W1 54726
“March 10, 2003

State Senator Carol Roessler
Room 8 South State Capitol
P.O. Box 7882

Madison, WI 53707-7882

Senator Carol Roessler,

On February 24, 2003, 1 sent my first e-mail to the Govemnors office. 1
.}:ecewed a very generic answer back in response. 1 am now writing a letter
hoping that what I-write will have more meaning to those who read it.

I have worked at Northern Wisconsin Center for almost 18 years as a
Resident Care Technician. This job consists of 8 hours a day direct care of
the people who reside there. I have worked in most of the buildings on these
grounds, and have worked every shift at one time or another. In the last 18
years, I have worked with the very aggressive people and the very
handicapped people that reside there.

- The people who live there show how they feel with their emotions, as
_they. cannat verbahze their feekngs Signs of thmgs bemg ‘wrong might be; a
cry, a scream, throwing furniture, abusing them selves or others, a frown, a
flinch, sleeping more or sieeplng less, or just not being them selves. The
signs that their day is going good might be; laughter, or a smile, a hug or a
handshake. Each of us direct care technicians has, after working with these
people for a long time, been able to detect When something is wrong with the
people we care for by the smallest of signs. One reason these people are
called “Our Most Vulnerable Citizens” is they can not verbalize when
something is wrong.

Please take one moment and reflect on those words “Most Vulnerable
Citizens.” Now actually stop to realize what is being done to the people who
reside at Northern Wisconsin Center during this drastic downsizing and or
closing. The population of the Center is quite elderly. Those who remain are
people who could not be placed at group homes in the past. For many of
these people, aggressiveness and poor health were the reasons. Now you are
going to take these same people and up the ante to the kitty from $225 per
day to $325 per day, in hopes of auctioning them off to group homes.



Remember “Most Vulnerable.” The one_s__that won’t be placed at this higher
rate will then be moved to Central Center.

We now have elderly developmentally disabled people. These people
may be aggressive, with very severe medical problems. They will be
removed from their homes, their families, and from their familiar caregivers.
They will be moved to a strange living environment, with less of a chance
for their family’s to visit. They will now have unfamiliar caregivers.
Remember these people do not speak. Now what have you done to these
“Most Vulnerable Citizens?” You have added stresses that they may never
be able to handle. They now have no familiar caregivers to read the little
signs that say something is wrong. They now have less family involvement
and this is not their usual environment. What would yoa do 1}‘:" thzs ‘was your
chﬁd or iaved oﬁe‘? : :

I feei_ th}s is treating our “Most Vulnerable Citizens” in 2 very abusive
and perhaps criminal way.
The care and treatment of “OUR MOST VULNERABLE

CITIZENS” should be NUMBER ONE on the list and not involved in a:
CUREFOR BAD GOVERNMENT SPENDING.

:'.-".:Sandra Schara e
112N, Reynalds St
Boyd, W1 54726

Ce:

" Governor Jim D{}yle
Represe:ntatwe Kitty Rhoades
Representative Gregg Underheim
Representative Scott Suder
Representative Jetfrey Wood
Representative Larry Balow
Senator Robert Jauch

Senator David Zien



MAR 102003

Pear. g g0 - YV ol ddr.,

1 am an emplovee of the state. a taxpayer. a voter and a concerned resident of Northern
Wisconsin. I am also concerned about the downsizing of the Northern Center for the
Developmentally Disabled. As residents of Wisconsin, shoulda’t we all be given equal
opportunity to utilize state facilities? Wouldn't Wisconsin be best served by having facilities at
both ends of the state” Wisconsin as a democratic society we vote to elect our Governors,
Representatives. ete. to serve all classes of people equally to preserve the best interests or our
most vulnerable citizens as well as the taxpavers.

Northern Wisconsin Center (NWC) serves 90%0f Wisconsin counties at the current rate of $29
million for 174 residents and the Central Center costs arc $52.9 million for 353 residents. The
inpatient rate at NWC as of December 2002 was $522 and for the Central Center, $4635. The
higher rate reflects the fact that patients staying at NWC require a higher degree of care. Many of
the residents that live at the center have dual diagnosis i.e. Pica, Psvchosis, Behavioral problems
etc. These people reqmre intensive treatment, NWC has done just that t! rough proactive
..approachr.s centmum of care, and a genuine love and concern for them

The Northern WI Center has fol ioued the legislative mandate to piace people in the community.
64%of the peaple that have been placed out are from the NWC. Northern is also the only center
that has not been through inv sstigataon by the Dept. of Justice. The emplox ees have a running 20-
vear track record being the best in the state,

The Northern Center also has potential, when the High View geriatric prison opens and the
Stanley Prison is running, services such as food, laundry and medical can be shared. It would be a
shamie not to use what's already in place. Rest-bit and daycare for those with special needs is a
nossibility as well. What about juvenile services? 1 can’t imagine that those services are only
needed in the southern half of the state. The Center could bring and continue to bring good
sentces to 1hose truly in need.

- Please:try to put weurself in the shoes -of those with loved ones that. have specaal needs. Wouldn't

“vouwantio be close to them, 1o celebrate hohdavs and spec;ai occasmns with those yoi love?
Wouldn't you want to See your son, ‘daughter or sibling’s progress first hand? If yoi had to plan a
three, four, or five hour drive one way just to see them for a couple of hours, chances are you
couidn’t make it as often as you would like. Who benefits from that, no one.

We, the staﬁ‘ at the Northern Wisconsin Center for the Developmentally Disabled, see the
residents at their worst and at their best. We help them through the bad times and celebrate their
successes. We become a part of their family. Families are important, as well as being treated
equally and farly.

Please consider our plea to keep the Northern Wisconsin Center alive and well, and to keep
northern Wisconsin alive and well.

Sicerely,

_ Cherwl Caikms
534 South Crestwood Court
Cadott, W1 54727

P.S. Another possible way to reduce spenémg cou d bc to go to using one license plate instead
of two. Many states have one plate.- Production costs go down but charge the current fees. That
cost cutting measure would be distributed equally.



el

Dear Senator,

I think Governor Doyle’s budget proposal to close Northern Center is the wrong
decision. The Northern Center serves 52 counties throughout Wisconsin. It has the best
record of the three centers for placing clients in the community.

As a resident care tech., T know what it takes to place clients: It takes familiar
caregivers. With the staff turnover at Central, the excessive sick time and overtime
usage; I don’t think clients will ever be placed. Familiar caregivers know the needs of
each client and can make the transition to the community possible. If clients cannot be
placed from Central center why not bring them to Northern or Southern center where
placement can happen.

Governor Doyle wants to save money by closing Northern Center. Much more
would be saved by closing Central Center. Not only is Central Centers property worth
more, but the savings From sick time and overtime usage, would be more. Madison can
absorb the job loss much better than Northern Wisconsin. The cost of operating Central
Center last year was 529 million. The cost of operating Northern Center was 29 million.

~The bill pmpesed by 1egaslators Zien and Wood, requires DHFS to terminate all
services at Central Center by July 2004 and sell the property. The: department would be
required to submit a propasai to the Joint Finance committee to terminate services,
transfer residents and sell personal property and real estate.

T have worked at the Northern Center for almost 13 years. Also, | have worked as
an Aide in a Nursing Home for 24 years. I think that keeping Northern Center and
Southern Center open and closing Central Center in Madison, is a much better option.

Sincerely,

é‘%’m Z@/
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Jermstad, Sara

From: Michael S, Manske [manskeguinea@yahoo.com]
Sent: Tuesday, March 11,2003 7:47°AM

To: sen.roessler@legis.state.wi.us

Subject; Senate Bill 57

Dear Senator Roessler:

I want this e-mail entered and read as testimony
during this hearing for “Senate Bill 57"

My name is Michael Manske. I live in Milwaukee. My
brother's name ig: Scott Mangke. This is
about my brother's life.

Senate Bill 57 ig attempting to close Central
Wisconsin Center. Central Wisconsin Center is home

o for my 23 year old severely retarded brother. This

“has

““been his home for the past 19 vears. My brother has

- extensive physical, medical, and psychological needs,
and I know these needs are all being met at Central
Wisconzin Center. Without CWC, he would not still be
alive today. I feel he has the best guality of life
living at Central Wisconsin Center. Closing down this
Center, will literally compromise his 1ife, along with
the other 350 residents. Proponents of cloging the
CWC say that residents will be "integrated into the
communicy” by being placed in group homes or private
care facilities without ample regulations to insure
proper quality of care for my brother Scott. 7T feel
that the proponents of the bill don't have the

oglightest idea how much these people need. to stay . in

an institution such as CWC.. They may believe that
these residents are more apt and capable than they’
really are. My brother can't walk. Hé has the mental
capacity of a 14-month old baby (although he is 23
years old). He experiences selzures at a relatively
high freuency and takes numercus medications. He is
unable to feed he himself. He can’'t bathe himself or
tell somecne when he has to go to the bathroom (he can
not speak). What some may believe is thart thege
residente, such as my brother Scoti, are able fo g0
out into the world and work at McDonald's or bag
groceries at a supermarket. He ig NOT one of these
pecple. His motor skills and cognitive functioning
levels are extremely low. He needs to continue
recieving the 24-hour, 7 days-a-week care that he
recieves at CWC. Tf not, his life will be
compromised.

My brother's life is in vour hands (as well as 350
individuals currently living at Central Wisconsin
Center) . Bon't act hastily without getting the facts
~= wvigit Central Wisconsgin Center -- do accurate cost
studies and a thorough evaluation of whether or not
these people benefit.

Thanks vou for listening. I look forward to VOur
support.

Sincerely,




o

" Michael Manske
1606 E. Royall P1l, #Z
Milwaukee, WI 53202

Do yvou Yahoo!?
Yahoo! Web Hosting - establish vour business online
http://webhosting.yahoo.com
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WISCONSIN STATE SENATE

To: Members of the Senate Committee on Health, Children, Families, Aging
and Long Term

From: Senator Carol Roessler
Date: S March 11 20(}3
Re: Written Tesﬁmony in response to Senate Bill 57

The following letters are from individuals who have requested that their comment
pertaining to Senate Bill 57 be submitted to the Senate Committee on Health, Children,
Families, Aging and Long Term Care as written testimony.

Their names will be recorded in the committee report on Senate Bill 57 has having
. testified. . S L T

CAPIYGL ADDRESS! State Capiiol = B0, Box 7882, Madizon, Wi SETG7-7H87 « PHONE: GUE-2866-5300 = FAY: BOA-Z06-0433
HOME! 1506 Jackeon Street, Oshikosh, Wi 84001 « 10LL-FaEE: 1-BEH-736-8720
E-BRAILD Sen.Roessler@logis.atale wius ¢ WESSITE? htpr/fwwew degis stateawl.us/eenate/sen &/news/
Recycimd Paper
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March 11, 2003

To:  Senator Carol Roessler

From: Melissa Anderson

30B'W. Elm St

Chippewa Falls, Wi 54729 Se¥
(715) 720-9064 N R
mmanderson§7(@aol.com S " = {[vb J\

A

Re:  Hearing on SB57

I am offering testimony foday as an advocate for people with developmental disabiliies
and as a resident of Chippewa County. ‘

For the past 12 years, | have worked for a not-for-profit agency. | currently supervise
five residential programs for adults with developmental disabilities. A major part of my
job is to develop a home in the community for peaple who are moving from their current
placement (often Northem Center). | have seen firsthand what a difference can be made
in a person’s life when they are offered choices about things that just cant be offered in
an institutional setting (i.e. what to make for Supper, showering or bathing, running out
for an ice cream cone with one other person instead of 10, etc..). While these are
things you and | take for granted, they are choices that a person living in an institutional
setling never gets to make. | have seen the parents struggle and fight against

__sommynity placement and understand that it is coming from fear and guilt. But, | have

wilnessed these same parents, 6 months after their child has been livinginthe.

community, weeping and thanking me for giving their chid a new life. In 12 vears, j have
not witnessed one community placement that wasn't positive. So, obviously | am an

advocate for commurity placement.

That said, the issue is really which of the Centers to close. Central Center is medically
based . Their staff are frainad to deal specifically with medically fragile children and
adults. ‘They are key players in genetic research, particularly Down Syndrome. And,
because of their proximity to-Madison, Milwaukee, and Chicago, they have access to
technology and resources that northem Wisconsin doesn't offer. While Northemn Center
has ¢ertainly done a nice job of caring for people, they don't have the training or facilities
necessary to care for children or medically fragile individuals, NWC’s census is at its
lowest point and the cost per day is at its highest. While | am sympathetic, keeping it
apen purely fo appease its staff just doesn't make sense.

As a resident of Chippewa Falls for most of my 35 years, | also realize that the closing of
Northem Center woukt affect the economy of the area. Those employees of Northemn
Center are accustomed to the salary and benefits a state job ensure. However, the
closing of Northem Center would, invariably, create other positions to serve those
individuals that would be moving into the community. In addition, the Jand that Northemn
Center sits on wauld be prime land that could be used to attract industry to the area.

In summary, | support the Govemor's proposal to close Northern Center.
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March 11,2003

Teresz Bell Stone
E10006 County Road C
Elk Mound, WI 54739

Re: Hearing on SBS57, Submit for Testimony

To Whom It May Concern,

[ am writing in response to the hearing regarding the closing of Central Center as an
alternative to closing Northern Center.

T have wﬁrkeii mﬂaeimman services field for the past thirty years. My experience has
included time in nursing homes, institutions and supervised living situations in the
community. S 55 LS

The past few weeks, have brought many individuals who work at Northern Center, to the
front of the news. Radio talk shows, opinion pages and news stories have carried their
plight. I certainly understand their fear of an uncertain employment future. It has also
distressed me to hear the old “horror stories” appear in these opinions. As an advacate of
community placement, I have heard these stories over and over through the years.

My experience in human services, has shown the opposite to be true. I see individuals
who previously lived in the institution, living in beautiful homes, with one 1o three other
individuals. I see care givers who frequently have a university degree, or are working on
a degrse for a future in the field of human services. 1 see individuals who receive a great
deal of one on one attention and many opportunities to live as normal a life as possible. I
would invite any person who has doubt, to visit Northern Center, then visit one of the
many community homes for people with disabilities. Decide where you would want to

live,

As a taxpayer, I do not believe we can afford to pay the $500.00 plus per day to keep a
person in an institution, Community placements are, almost always, well under this cost.
Lalso believe it is a mistake to state the large number of lost jobs now being expressed, if
the Northern Center were to close. Community placements would simoply transfer jobs to
a different location, the community. I support the Governor’s proposal to close Northern
Center,

Sincerely,

Tranc PR Shova

Teresn Bell Stone
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- Jermstad, Sara

From: Michael 5. Manske [manskeguinea @ yahoo.com]
Sent: Tuesday, March 11, 2003 7:47 AM

To: sen.roessler@legis.state.wi.us

Subject: Senate Bill 57

Dear Senator Roessler:

I want this e-mail entered and read as testimony
during this hearing for “Senate Bill 57":

My name is Michael Manske. I live in Milwaukee. My
brother's name is: Scott Manske. This is
about my brother's life.

Senate Bill 57 is attempting to glose Central
" Wisconsin Center. Central Wisconsin Center is home
o For my 23 year cld severely retarded brother. This
" has .
been his home for the past 13 years. My brother has
" extensive physical, medical, and psychological needs,
~ and I know these needs are all being met at Central
‘Wisconsin Center. Without CWC, he would not still be
alive today. I feel he has the best quality of life
living at Central Wisconsin Center. Closing down this
Center, will literally compromise his life, along with
‘the other 350 residents. Proponents of closing the
CWC say that residents will be "integrated into the
community” by being placed in ¢group homes or private
care facilities without ample regulations to insure
proper quality of care for my brother Scott. I feel
___that the proponents of the bill don't have the.
. .slightest idea how much these people mneed to stay in
~;an institution 'such as CWC.  They may believe that
" these residents are more apt and capable than they
really are. ¥y brother can't walk. He has the mental
capacity of a l4-month 0ld baby (although he is 23
vearsg old). He experiences seizures at a relatively
high frequency and takes numerous medications. He is
utnable to feed he himself. He can't bathe himself or
tell scmecne when he has to go to the bathroom (he can
not speak). What some may believe is that these
residents, such as my brother Scott, are able to go
out into the world and work at McDonald's or bag
groceries at a supermarket. He is NOT one of these
people. His motor skills and cognitive functioning
levels are extremely low. He needs tc continue
recieving the Z4-hour, 7 davs-a-week care that he
recieves at CWC. If not, hig life will be
compromised.
My brother's life iz in your hands (as well as 350
individuals currently living at Central Wisconsin
Center). Don't act hastily without getting the facts
-~ visit Central Wisconsin Center -- do accurate cost
studies and a thorough evaluation of whether or not
these people benefit.

Thanks yvou for listening. I look forward to your
support.

Sincerely,




i.gMichael Manske
1606 EocRoyall Pl, #2-
Milwaukee, WI 53202

Do you Yahoo!?
Yahoo! Web Hosting - establish vour business online
http: //webhosting.vahoo.con




- Jermstad, Sara

From: Diane Santi [dedewood @ yahoo.com)
~Sent: Monday, March 10, 2003 11:57 PM
To: sen.roessler@legis.state.wius
Subject: 2003 Senate Bill 57

Dear Senator Reessler:

As Chairwoman of the Health, Children, Families, Aging
& Long-Term Care Committee you will be conducting a
hearing on “Senate Bill 57". The hearing is scheduled
for March 11, 2003 - tomeorrow!!l! (Unless it is
postponed.) I implore you to look beyend the simple
dellars and cents issue, and see that this involves
the lives of many.

oo b want this e-mail entered and read as testimony
ooduring this hearing for "Senate Bill 57

My name is Diane Santi. I live in Cudahy, Milwaukee
" County. My son's name is: Scott Manske. This is
about my son's life.

Sepate Bill 57 is attempting to clogse Central
Wiscongin Center. Central Wisconsin Center is home
for my 23 year old profoundly retarded son. This hasg
been his home for the past 19 years. My son hasg
-extensive physical, medical, and psychological needs,
cand I know these needs are all being met at Central
Wisconsin Center. I have been actively involved in
his care and with his caregivers for the last 19
years. I feel he has the best quality of life living

ilat Central Wisconsin Center. Closing down this
Center, will literally compromise his life, along with

the other 350 residents. I am at a loss to understand
the reasoning behind this proposed closing, but I
beliesve it is about saving money.

However, the closing of CWC will not necessarily save

the State money. The needs of the 350 residents are
extensive, and not easily shifted to other caregivers.

For example: (From Fact Sheet dated 9/15/02 supplied
by Ted Bunck, PhD, Center Director)

285 individuals are totally dependent on others for
bathing.

216 individuals are totally dependent on others for
dressing.

314 individuals are totally dependent on others to uge
the toilet.

258 individuals are totally dependent on others for
eating their meals.

288 individuals sre non-ambulatory.

180 individuals are fed by tube, and this occurs 570
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;0 times in a 24-hour pericd, all individuals have
medically prescribed diets; 160 of thoge diets are
“mechanically altered or textured based on individual

needs, 123 individuals are on therapeutic diets.

These specialized diets are prepared three times a

day, every day of the vyear.

106 individuals have limited or nc vision.
265 individuals have limited or no hesaring.

An average of 16 doges of medication are prescribed,
dispensed, and administered per resident every 24
hours. There are approximately 5480 medications
administered every 24 hours.

Additionally, there is a Centerwide total of 742 cther
prescribed nursing treatments or interventions given
across the Center during every 24-hour periocd.

21 individuals have a history of fractures or very

fragile bones due to medical conditions. These
“individuals require edtremely careful lifting and
" transfer protocols.

246 individuals receive physical therapy, and 280
receive occupational therapy services.

63 individuals recelve regular respiratory therapy 3-4
times per week.

25 individuals have tracheosgtomies. An average of 37
tracheostomy changeg are performed each month.

75 individuals have psychiatric needs required
medication.

.. 264 individuals are being treated for seizures.

“There are no instances of skin breakdowns or decubitus
ulcers even though this is a group of individuals
particularly susceptible to this condition.

54 individuals have problems with regulating body
temperatures.

. As you see by the above, these individuals have very
special needs. I invite you and your committe to tour
Central Wisconsin Center, so vou can see for yourself
these very special individuals.

The *saving money® issue is not just black and whits.
Before an argument regarding the actual cost 2avings
by closing this Center, accurate cost comparisons need
te be done. Questions as simple as: What is the daily

care rate?, Explanations as to what makes up this
actual daily care rate? What exactly are
Adminigtrative overhead expenses? What is the actual
Medicaid reimbursement received? What is the actual
40% State expense???

How can a bill be out there proposing the closing of
this Center with all these unanswered questions??
What about the lives of these 350 individuals versus
saving money?? Whait money? How much?

My child's life ig in vour hands (as well as 350
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individuals currently living at Central Wisconsin

Center) . Don't act hastily without getting the facts
T w- visit Central Wisconsin Center -- do accurate cost
studies.

Thanks you for listening. I look forward to your
support.

Sincerely,

Diane Santi

3259 E. Ramsey Avenue
Cudahy, WI 53110
{414~769-8277)

Do you Yahoo!?
* Yahoo! Web Hosting ~ establish vour business online
http: //webhosting.yahoo.com



03/11/2003 11:43 FAX 715 833 9488 L35 AROPTION oot

L&' LUTHERAN SOCIAL SERVICES

OF WISCONSIN AND UPPER MICHIGAN

10: Seinatne (o | Qaegslgr DATE.___ 3-1{-073
Number of pages including cover sheet:

PHONE: L DRE -~ a2l (s - 530 FROM: Lutheran Soclal Services
FAX: (o0& ~Dlpin- QUMD of Wisconsin & Upper
Michigan, Inc.

oG navE: Rarb MefD,

PHONE: (715) 833-0992
FAX: (715) 833-9466

LEREF 2R ERNIE S ﬁlli!lll-lI-IIIll-auanln..-.;..x--gﬂmu-..--..‘gg;;up-..........

REMARKS: Ylurgent  Clforyourreview  [IReply ASAP [IPleasa Comment
S8 87 MM% ? 7%155@0& -

JWL%W_‘ _

This telefaxed information is intended for the use of the individus] ot entity to which it is addressed and contaings informaton that i
CONFIDENTAL. Fusthermers, this information may be protected by Federal law relating to confidentiality (42 CFR Par1 434,10 (d) prokibiting
any further disclogure. If the reader of this message Is not the intanded recipient or the smployee of agent respongibie for delivering this message
to the intended ravipient, you ar¢ hereby notified that any review, dissemination, Sistribution, or capying of this comumynication s strictly
prohibited. If yeu have recstved this cormunication in eror, plesse notify us immediately by telephone and retum the original mrssage to us at
the above address via mail. Thank you




© 03/11/2003 11:43 FAX 715 833 9468 L55 ADOPTION @ooz

March 11, 2003

TO: Wisconsin Senate Committee on Health, Children, Families and Long Term Care

FROM: Barbara McRae
421 W, Mac Arthur Avenue
Bau Claire, WI 54701

RE: 8B 57

I am writing to express my opinion on the proposed Senate Bill 87 that has been introduced to
close Cenral Wisconsin Center, while keeping Northern and Southern Centers open. Ihave
worked in the social service field for 19 years; 17 of those years I have worked with adults and
children with developmental disabilities. Most of this fime I have worked in Chippewa Falls and
Eau Claire. :

For 3 yeats I worked as a Case Manager for the Chippewa County Department of Human
Services. During this time, I had individuals on my caseload that lived at Central Center and
those who lived at Northern Center. In all of my experiences, the individuals whe lived at
Central Center were far more medically involved and fragile than those living at Northern
Center. I was always impressed with the level of care and knowledge of the staff at Central. The
medical team and research that was happening was unmatched. It is my belief that the location of
Central Center and the proximity to the medical technologies are key for individuals they are
serving. \While Northern Center staff I observed provided good care, it was not the same medical
carethatisfoundatCentral. .~ -~ = o

Since working as a Case Manager, I have worked the last 13 years for a not-for-profit agency
that serves individuals in the community. I have found that there are very few people that the
community service providers cannot serve. In my experience, there are many individuals with
disabilities residing at Northern Center (and probahly at the other centers) because their puardian
and/or family members are against community placement, They are afraid due to hotror stories
they have heard and/or bécause of a lack of resources in their own communities,

It is important for all on your committee and jn the.senate to remember: people in Wisconsin are
living unnecessarily in institutions! We all fight to keep onr parents or selves out of nursing
homes because of the institution setting, and feeling Jike 2 number. Why are we not
fighting to keep and take people out of institutions for the same ressons? Individualized care
in a natural setting is a must. People with disabilities are not able to sound their voices for
themselves, therefore people like myseif, who fee] passionately about this issue must speak out
against institational care. I have worked with many families who have been afraid of making the
change to the community for their loved one, but in each case, those same families have been so
delighted by the changes that the person made in the community. I worked very closely with a
mother who went to court to fight her daughter’s community placement. At the first WATTS
review after the placement, I sat with the mother who tearfully thanked us for her daughter’s
“new life”. T never knew it could be so good” she said.
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I'would be very happy to explain my position further if you have qusstiohs, I can be reached at
home by email: mcraegack@p_zsn.cor_n or by telephone (715)834-3619.

PLEASE submit my letter as testimony for the SB 57 hearing on March 11, 2003 at 1:00
pm.




| Sufvival Coaliﬁon of Wisconsin
Disability Organizations

16 North Carroll Street, Suite 400, Madison, Wisconsin 53703
(608) 267-0214 voice/tty o (608) 267-0368 fax

To: Senator Carol Roesslgr, Chair, and Members
Senate Health, Children, Families, Aging and Long Term Care Commiftee

From; Survival Coalition of Wisconsin Disability Organizations

Subject: Opposition to SB 57

The Survival Coalition has been on record for the last three biennial budgets in favor of closing
both Northern Wisconsin Center and Southern Wisconsin Center. We believe that the community
service system in Wisconsin is capable of appropriately serving all of the residents of these facilities, and
~ doin g it now. We actively encouraged the Doyle Transition Team and DHFS Secretary Nelson to
consider closing both facilities.

We also believe that Central Wisconsin Center can eventually be closed, adding Wisconsin to the
growing list of states with no state institutions for persons with d_eve!ogmenta} djs_abil_ities__.- However, the
residents of Central Center include more people with complex medical problems which will require
special planning at the 'ébunty, provider and health care professional level for them to move into
community living arrangements. Although there are people living in the community with complex
medical needs already, counties have not had as much experience with this population.

When Governor Doyle announced his intention to close Northern Center, our reaction was “that
is a good place to start.” 44 organizations signed onto the attached proclamation in support of the
proposal, including county and aging organizations. Northern Center has the smallest number of people
to plan community placements for, and it has already been determined that a higher percentage of them
can be served at the Governor’s proposed $325/day rate for Community Integration Program 1A than
would be the case for Central Center residents.

Our concern about SB 57 is that in order to close Central Center, it will be necessary to transfer a
large number of residents to Northern and/or Southern Center. We are not supporting institution
transfer; we are supporting institution downsizing and closing. We also knew that in the case of county
and private institutions where people have had to transfer to another institution before they could move
to the community that the person is subjected to “transfer trauma” twice. This has been very difficult for

some individuals.
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February 19, 2003

WE SUPPORT GOVERNOR DOYLE’S DECISION
TO END LONG TERM PLACEMENTS AT NORTHERN WISCONSIN
CENTER FOR THE DEVELOPMEN TALLY DISABLED

WHEREAS:

Wisconsin has a higher proportion of people with disabilities in public and private institutions than
all but a handful of other states. Wisconsin is one of only 12 states that have not closed a state
mmstitution for people with developmental disabilities. The Americans with Disabilities Act ensures
the right of virtually CVery person in an institution to live in the community.

Wisconsin has successfully placed over 1,080 former Center residents via the Community Integration
Program 1A (CIP 1A) since 1983. State and county governments have developed safeguards to
assure the health and safety of individuals who move from the Centers into the community. 96%

of the guardians of CIP1A participants report that they are satisfied with the services received.

It is not fiscally responsible to maintain three institutiona] campuses to serve the current combined
census of under 800 residents; the excess administrative costs have led to an inflated cost per person
of $500/day at NWC, No longer using NWC as a long term residence will result in a savings of state
and federal tax dollars in the 2003-05 biennium and in the future.

Ending long term placements at NWC will create an opportunity to capitalize on the skills of the
Center staff and their relationships with residents by enabling them to develop and/or work in
community programs which will serve former Center residents.

We believe that the state of Wisconsin has both the authority and the responsibility to downsize
state-run facilities to achieve administrative and fiscal efficiencies.

CONSEQUENTLY, WE BELIEVE THAT FOR POLICY, FISCAL, LEGAL AND HUMANITARIAN
REASONS, IT IS TIME FOR WISCONSIN TO END LONG TERM PLACEMENTS AT NORTHERN
WISCONSIN CENTER AND ENABLE THE RESIDENTS TO RETURN TO THEIR HOME
COMMUNITIES.

{
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return to their home communities via the Community Integration Program. The Governor's plan
includes sufficient funding to provide quality community services for all current NWC residents.
Wisconsin has a higher proportion of people with disabilities in public arid private institutions than
all but a handful of other states, Wisconsin is one of only 12 states thit have not closed a state
Jnstitution for people with developmental disabilities. The Ametie4ns with Disabilities Act ensures
he right of virtually €very person in an institution to live in

R, efiter residents via the Community Integration
Program 1AXCIP 1A) since 1983. State and county governments have developed safeguards to
assure the healthvand safety of individuals who neve from the Centers into the community. 96%

of the guardians of P 1A participants report gHat they are satisfied with the services received.

It is not fiscally responsible™to maintain ree institutional campuses to serve the current combined
census of under 800 residents; th e exe€ss administrative costs have led to an inflated cost per person
of $500/day at NWC. No longer wSing NWC as a long term residence will result in a savings of state
and federal tax dollars in the 2003-05 biennium and in the future.

Ending long term placer at NWC will cres L& an opportunity to capitalize on the skills of the
Center staff and their rélationships with residents’ by enabling them to develop and/or work in

We believe thit the state of Wisconsin has both the authority and the responsibility to downsize
state-run facilities to achieve administrative and fiscal r:fficienc.
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