YOOZ/01/20 dse-sdosg3a1/uo1ssaS ¢ 007/SIdLIS /SN 1A 01RIS SoN1a// ANy

ad4 j, pesodoag

ISNOYH

.08, o110 pue resodoid oane[sidof v 199]98

cO0TYTIE SIDIAIDS _\m_oumwm., JO SIOIRISIUTUIPY J0J [IOUNO]) HISTUOIST A O O
CO0TTTT SIOBOSHITIPY 1DMLISL( [O0UOS JO UOHRIDOSSY HISUOIST M ] O
(AN A SISO wm@ﬂmmﬁm [OOYDE JO HOTIRISOSEY UISHOOST A O O
Lo, COOT/VFTITT SIOTELSTUIHDY JOOYOS HISUODSI AN JO UOHIBIDOSSY ) L 3
SJUDWINIO) | UOIHSOJ | paynoN aeg . sysarsuyl oo
SIHAUUOD 10U Aeidsip 01 BODT ¥ nm@wm!m@kam sy} uo wam»hﬁmm@— mw@whm:m@h IARY wﬁﬁmwﬁﬁmﬁ&w,mc SN, 9
‘syuatniod Aepdap o3 ued wo Jeyed aowyg uonerIIRII0

(F:1) 'seneuad Surpiaosd pue ‘uonrudosdde
ue supfewt ‘Auoyine suiypu-asin Sunueid ‘soinpaooxd Furyews-opas wod pue saanpadoxd s SousBiows woly vondwaxs ue Suipracyd
‘saanpaooad ofna Aduafiowia 10 3nul] awin 2ul Surpuayxa ‘sidnd Sunodsuen $910140A JOIOW IDYI0 UILLIDY PUB $351Q [00408 jo stomado
JO BUIUIer) oY) PUR SIS1 [OOUDS UO SRIAWED 0apia Jo asn oyt Surdpms ‘spdnd jo vonruodsuen oy yoy sovnu0o preoq jooyos sspdad
Burodsues $9[01YaA 1010 13410 UIRLD jo sIojerado 10g puw sng [0oyos ¢ jo uonerado oy SUIzEoyIneg Sjuswasiopus Joy suonesyjijenb
0st IItg deuag
- WAL 1Y) U0 ol SwAqqo]
21BIUNSH TROSLY puv sneg
sisAreuy pue siosuodg “1xo
(93rd ST 30 LIONOY B B UOHNOSI 10 {|1q 2411R]SISO] Joylouk JOJ §oIeas)
sSuoInjosaa pue syiqg @_Pmm—ﬂimwuﬂ
UOISSAS AALRISISA] pOOT-£00T

#00T ‘01 Lreniqag ‘Aepsong, jo se

$181AGqqoT

s1S1Aqqol BbulAoldws suoneziuebio
uIsuoIsip Ul BuiAqaon

SO

€00z sresodoig @

[EoN



Vote Record

Committee on Transportation and Information

Infrastructure
Date: February 23, 2004
Bill Number:  Senate Bill 350
Moved by: Senate Committee on Transportation and Information Infrastructure
Motion: Passage of Senate Bill 350.
Committee Member Aye -No NotVoting
Senator Mark Meyer {H/L'J O

et ?ﬂ%

Signature:



Vote Record

Committee on Transportation and Information

Infrastructure
Date: February 23, 2004
Bill Number: Senate Bill 350
Moved by: Senate Committee on Transportation and Information Infrastructure
Motion: Passage of Senate Bill 350.
Committee Mempmg; o Aye No Not Voting
Senator Roger Breske B & - O 0

Signature:



Vote Record

Committee on Transportation and Information

Infrastructure
Date: February 23, 2004
Bill Number: Senate Bill 350
Moved by: Senate Committee on Transportation and Information Infrastructure
Motion: Passage of Senate Bill 350. y
Committee Member A No Not Voting
Senator Neal Kedzie O n

Sinature 7@«/;/ Mt



Vote Record

Committee on Transportation and Information

Infrastructure
Date: February 23, 2004
Bill Number: Senate Bill 350
Moved by: Senate Committee on Transportation and information Infrastructure
Motion: Passage of Senate Bill 350.
Committee Member Aye No Not Voting
Senator Ted Kanavas | CE/ ] )

Signature:
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© Jamuary 23,20

Senator Mary'
Tom VanEss "
State Capitol -
P.0.Box 7882
Madison, WI 53707-7882

-Peoy Aeq usa1g yoN 1006

Dear S.enator ijézich and Tom:

Per your request, I am sending you a videotape of FOX 6 News stories related to Senate Bill 350. The tape
includes 23 minutes of video. The first 18 minutes is a series of four FOX 6 investigations dating back to October
2685, Immediately following ihose investigations you wiil {ind ifive minutes of “highlights™ from the earijer
stories. As you suggested, Tom, those highlights could be shown during the upcoming session of the joint
Transportation Committee to underscore the need for the Assembly and Senate to pass SB350.

To provide you with some brief background... FOX 6 first brought attention to the school bus licensing loophole
3 V2 years ago with the first investigation included on this videotape. Following that story, FOX 6 waged a long
and costly battle to obtain the most basic of information — the names of bus drivers who drive our children to
school, The battle went all the way to the State Supreme Court before FOX 6 successfully secured the release of
those names. Further investigation by FOX 6 then confirmed what many parents had feared: hundreds of school
bus drivers (who had been granted a school bus driving endorsement by the Wisconsin DOT) had been convicted
of very serious and brutal crimes. Furthermore, existing state law made it all perfectly legal - leaving parents,
school districts and bus companies powerless to prevent convicted fefons from driving school buses.

The FOX 6 investigations not only uncovered a serious statewide problem, but also prompted other media outlets
to focus on the issue — resulting in a heightened awareness by parents, school districts and lawmakers. I applaud
your efforts in ‘bringing $B350 before your colleagues in the Wisconsin Legislature, and I wish you success as the
bill makes its way through the legislative process.

If1 can assist you further, please do not hesitate to contact me at 414-3 13-5057. 1will contact you next week to
check on the scheduling of the committee hearing.

Sincerely,

Investigative repdrt_ér_
WITI FOX 6 News
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January 29, 2004

Senator Mary Lazich
P.O. Box 7882
Madison, WI 33707

Dear Senator Lazich,

You have been involved with the development of School Bus Driver Reform Legislation, though
I must confess that I'm unsure where the legislative process is at right now. Prevent Child Abuse
Wisconsin would like to offer our support for this legislation.

We know that the dynamics of child abuse frequently include a person in authority who abuses a
child. Bus drivers are often seen as authonity figures, especially by young children, and are ina
position to exercise considerable power over young children. A child with a disability is at even
greater risk because that child may be less able to resist abuse and, in many instances, may not
have the ability to tell someone about abuse that has occurred.

We need to do whatever we can to insure that all the people who interact with our children on a
regular basis - including teachers, religious figures, civic group leaders, and school bus drivers -
-- are people with whom our children will be safe. The measures that you are mciudmg m this bill
w1§1 help strengthen our a,bﬂlty to protect our chﬁcirerz -

We would appremate bemg appnsed Of the progress of this Ieglslaﬁon You can email me at
peawifpreventchildabusewi.org or call me at 608-256-3374.

Thank you for your work on behalf of children.

Sm erel V.

9'

5 Y £
Pa‘ftl Herman, khlk)@v\
Executive Director

Prevent Child Abuse Wisconsin

Community QU
Shares . . . . .
“22{’;{{;2{“ Member of Community Shares of Wisconsin and Community Shares of Greater Milwaulee /‘}‘rgﬂcummumy Shares

of Greater Milwukze



V_.i'c‘ki Livingston
3903 W Stonefield Road
Mequon, Wi 53092

February 7, 2004

Chairman John Ainsworth

Chairman Joseph Leibham

Assembly & Senate Commitiees on Transportation
State of Wisconsin

Madison WI '

Dear Chalrman Amsworth and Chalrman Leibham

1t is my understandmg that on 12th February, Senate Blli 350 wnti ba rewewed by
the joint committees. '1 would have appeared to observe and perhaps comment
on the zmportance of this bill if | were not prev:ousiy committed to a business trip.

As the parent of a ch;ld wnth muitrpie dlsabzlmes - ce;'ebral palsy and cognitive
delays — | was unaware of the risks involved with-my daughter's transportation to
school. My daughter Allie has benefited tremendously by the excellent school
programs available to children with special needs in our state. As such, | took for
granted centain facts regarding her school transporiation, certainly taking for

. granted the fact that caretul reference checks would have been made to.assure
*‘that the school bus drwer was not only an excellent driver, but wuthaut acrmipal -

history.

When Fox 6 News investigative reporter Bob Siegel arrived on my doorstep one
moming a year ago and asked if | recc}gn;zed the person in the photo he
displayed — his next words froze me in place. “How would you feel if your child
was being driven to school by a corawcted felon who was: four;d gu;!ty of child -
sexual assault?”

My daughter’s bus driver was the man pictured — and my child being sexually
assaulted was exactly my deepest fear. Because what defense couid she
possibly have if a driver of the special wheelchair van were to sexually abuse
her? She could not even properly tell the story of what had taken place, This
child, who has the innocence of an angel, would have her world shattered
irreparably. One of the secret reasons that | am glad that she has a service dog
with her is for her protection, and although the dog is not trained to provide any
protection, he might be a deterrent. None-the- less, | was shocked and
personally disturbed that | had misguidedly trusted that school bus drivers are A-
OK people.



Senator Mary Lazich’s action in proposing this Bill will be appreciated by ali
parents of school age children in our state. We have no resource in our state
more important to protect. | understand that State Bill 3 will also enforce stricter
requirements for human service and special medical vehicles—another much
needed change to our state laws.

The main points of the bill are important and certainly are minimal for outlining
the people that need to be weeded out of employment that allows them to
parsonaily interact with children. The lifetime ban on certain crimes — like sexual
assault — is‘absolutely not negotiable. It should be the responsibility of our state,
and the transportation companies to perform thorough background checks within
our state and outside our state. Parents have the right fo knoew information about
their child’s bus driver. As far as training for drivers who transport special needs
ch:idren-- I ‘have witnessed: drivers who have :mproparly used the wheelchair -
causmg damage tothe chaar, failed to properly tie down the wheelchair, smoked
in the vehicle with a passenger, spoken on their cell phone while driving and
have even occasnonaily ‘gotten lost’ on their travels to a destznatucn All of these
mistakes put the safety of the passenger at risk. All of these are controllable with
training and proper checks on backgrounds. Even the use of a surveillance
camera is not unreasonable.

My appreciation to Fox 6 News and Bob Siegel for bringing this story to the
attention of state viewers and legislators, to Senator Mary Lazich for writing and
proposing Bill 350 and fo those of you who will see that this Bill is approved and
rapidiy enforced for the protectzon of the chtldren of Wasconsm

' Stncarely yaurs

Vicki Livingston



Van Ess, Thomas (Legistature)

Subject: FW: notice

————— Original Message-----
o From: Jennifer Eitel [mailto:idjeitel@earthlink.net)
“ Sent: Tuesday, February 10, 2004 9:22 PM

- To: Van BEss, Thomas (Legislature)

Subject: Re: notice

Mr. Van Ess,

I cannet attend the Public Hearing on Wednesday, but I hope you receive this
message in time to enter it inte testimony:

T fully support the Reform Legislation 'SB350 and would appreciate a vote to
- approve it. This is.common sense legislation that protects the safety of

jﬁ_every chzl&'mn every school bus. - Every parent deserves to know that: their

~ children are in the’ hands of r@spons1b1e adults as they go to and from
. school everyday. S .
Thank you,

Jennifer Eitel
President, New Berlin Board of Education



7 4 WESCQNS?N COUNCIL ON DEVELOPMENTAL DISABRITIES

Date: February 11, 2004

To:  Rep. John Ainsworth, Chairperson Sen. Joseph Leibham, Chairperson
Members Members
Assembly Transportation Cemmzttee Senate Transportation and Information
Infrastructure

From: Gerry Bom :
- 'Chmrpersen

Re: _ Strﬁng Support for AB 742

The Wasconsm Caunc:ﬂ on Developmentai Disabilities stmngiy supports AB 742 which
strengthens protection of students during transportation to school. Periodic criminal baekground
checks and fingerprinting of drivers may help prevent the hiring of individuals who pose a threat
to students with and without disabilities.

The Council especialiy suppotts the directive to the Department of Public Instruction to study
strategies to increase the availability and effectiveness of fraining of school bus operators on
. _-t;mnsportmg students with disabilities.. Instances of students with: dlsabzlmes subjected to verbal

~and physzcai abuse by school bus dnvers have recenﬂy been reported in the: med1a Requlred

training in appropriate ‘methods of behavioral management with periodic follow-up to ensure the
skills are retained by eperatmn& would greatly reduce the number of instances.

Thﬁugh casts may be mcurreﬁ in implamentatmn of AB 742, the Cﬁuﬁcxi urges the Committee to
support ohﬂdren with dxsabihi}es ami pass this bzil

Thank you for your cons;deratmn of this testlmony For more information, contact Jennifer
Ondrejka, Executive Director, at 266-1166 or ondrejm@dhfs state. wius.

600 Williamson Street, PO Box 7851, Madison, Wisconsin 53707-7851
Voice 608/266-T826 » FAX 608/267-3906 « TTY/TDD 608/226-6660
Email *hfswiswedd{@dhfs.state. wius « Web /Avww.owedd.org



AQUALITY .. o,
EDUCATION %

State of Wisconsin
Department of Public Instruction

Elizabeth Burmaster, State Superintendent

Assembly Committee on Transportation

Senate Committee on Transportation and Information Infrastructure
Wednesday, February 11, 2004

Room 412 East Capitol

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION
TESTIMONY QN?OOS SE_NATE BELL 350 AND:ASS.EMBLY BILL 742

Good m_éfning; My -ﬂaﬁig is Merry__Larse‘n:éﬁ'd lama school administration
consultant Mth thé Department. of Public Iﬁst.rijcﬁori, State Superintendent
Burmaster and the DPI support the enactment of Senate Bill 350 and
Assembly Bill 742. The Department has appreciated the opportunity to
work with the authors of the b:l!s thie we befzeve tha‘t the overwhelmmg

': :ma;onty of the peo;:;ie who ts'ansport schooi chzldren each day are canng
and responsible, the modifications to current law proposed in these bills will
help to enhance the safety of all students transported in schoo! buses and

alternative vehicles.

While the department supports all of the provisions contained in the bills, in
the interest of time, this testimony will specifically address only a few of the

most important provisions.

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 7841, Madison, Wl 53707-7841  Street Address: 125 South Wabster Street, Madison, Wi 53702
Telephone: (808) 268-3380 « Toil Frae: (800) 441-4563 « FAX: (508) 267-1052 » TDD: (608) 267-2427
internet Address: www.dpi.state.wi.us



Under current law, any individual wishing to operate a school bus must
obtain a school bus endorsement to his or her motor vehicle operator's
license from the Department of Transportation. The statutes specify that a
school bus endorsement may not be iséued to a person who has been
convicted of certain offenses. A school bus endorsement is valid for eight

years. |

SB 350 and AB 742 Wcuid expand the list of ﬁritﬁes and offenses which
would disqualify an individual from obtaining or renewing a school bus

endérsémeﬂt In addition, persons who are listed on the abuse registry
_-matniamed by the Department of Health amd Famt!y Servsces wouid be

prohiblted from obtammg or renewmg a school bus endorsement

The bills would require DOT to cond_ujc_f a-_eriminé! background i-hvestigaﬁon
for individuals seeking to obtain or renew a school bus endorsement every
four years, rather than every eight years. DOT would also be required to
make a good faith effort to obtain out-of-state criminal history information
for any applicant who has lived outside of Wisconsin at any time during the

prior two years.



We believe that these provisions will help to increase the safety of children
riding school buses by raising sta’rﬁdjards for the individuals who can spend

up to two hours each day with those children.

SB 350 and AB 742 '.w&xuld also raise standards for alternative vehicle

- dnvers Under current Iaw a school board or the govemmg bcdy ofa
pr;vate schooi may prov:de transportatzon for up to nme passengers ina
vehlcle other than a schooi bus. Unhke school bus drivers, alternative
vehicle drivers are not req.uired to have a school bus endorsement on their
operator’s license. While current law prohibits persons who have been
____.__convucted of ceriam oﬁenses fmm ope;’atmg a!temat;ve vehzcies the e
.'d:squalzfymg oﬁenses are Simliar but not the same as the exzstmg

-~ disqualifying oﬁ_e_n_se_s for school bus drivers.

The bills would modify the current requirements for alternative vehicle
drivers to be more consistent with requirements for school bus drivers.
Specifically, employers of alternative vehicle drivers who do not already
possess a school bus endorsement would be required to request a criminal

background check from the Department of Justice, obtain the driver's motor




vehicle operating record and obtain a completed background information
form from the individual. If the individual has lived outside the state at any
time during the prior two years, the employer would be required to make a
good faith effort to obtain out-of-state criminal history information. The bills
would also require alternative vehicle drivers to inform the school district,
private school or contractor by whom they are employed of any traffic
accident, disqualifying conviction, or suspension or revocation of the
Endivi-dijai’s operator’s license or cancellation of his/her school bus

endorsement.

Alterﬁative vehicles are frequently used to transport small numbers of
children relatively long distances. As such, drivers of alternative vehicles
may be alone with a child sn remoté'areas.for long .perioc.ls of time each
day. Often, the children transported in these vehicles are special needs
students who may be less able to communicate and to defend themselves
than their regular education peers. We must strive to ensure that all adults
who work closely with children be as highly qualified and reliable as
possible. The department believes that AB 742 and SB 350 make
significant improvements to the law that will help to safeguard the children

transported in alternative vehicles.



The bills would also require a school district, upon the written request of a
parent or guardian, to disclose the name of each driver who transports the
pupil. The department supports this provision because we believe that

parents have the right to know the identity of all of the adults charged with

caring for their children, not just those in the classroom.

The DPI urges the Commzt’tees suppor’i of these b;Hs WhiCh wouid provide
a higher level of safety for the hundreds of thousands of children who ride

in school buses and alternative vehicles every day.

o On behaff of State Supermiendent Burmaster aﬂd the Department of Pubhc SRRy

Enstructfon l apprecnate the opportumty to comment on th;s blii



'WiS(:ensix_a_ fS_t'a'te Senator

Senate a;nd Assembly Commlttees on Transpertatloﬁ
Tesnmony for Senate Bill 350 and Assembly Bill 742
February 11 2004 G -

Thank yeu Chairman Le1bham and Chalrman Amsworth for
holdmg a hearing on Senate Bill (SB) 350 and Assembly Bill (AB) 742.
I urge the Commmee to. suppert bus driver reform legislation. The goal
of this 1egzslatlen is to ensure that school children are transported safely.
Current state statutes do not provide parents with the security that their
children are safe riding a school bus. Current statutes leave parents
- school dlstrlcts, and bus companies powerless to prevent centhed

s felGﬂ 3 frgm drwmg sehoel chzldren eaeh day

I thank my colleagues on both sides of the isle for caring about
school: biiS safety and eem:ﬂbutmg to this 1eglslation Representatwe
Kruisick and T have Werked with the Department of Public I;astructmn
the Department of Transportatzon the Wisconsin School Bus
Association, and many advocacy groups to update and enhance
Wisconsin’s outdated statutes. This legislation addresses concerns raised
by parents of school children that have discovered school bus drivers
mistreated their children.

- There are many reasons that we need improved standards for school
bus drivers. While researching information for SB 350, I was startled to
discover that individuals convicted of serious violent offenses, such as
homicide, rape, and murder are eligible to obtain a valid Wisconsin

State Capitol » PO Box 7882 « Madison, W1 53707-7882 « 1-800-334-1442 » 608-266-5400 « 608-267-6790 fax
Email: sen lazichi@legis.state. wius & Web: http:/fwwwilegis.state.wi.us/senate/sen28/news/
=g



Testimony SB 350
February 11, 2004
Page 2 of 4

Department of Transportation (DOT) school bus endorsement on their
driver license just five years after their conviction. I was even more
startled to find that current law governing the licensure of school bus
drivers does not prohibit an individual from driving a school bus after
committing a crime against children. Current law does not require DOT
to disqualify a felon convicted for serous crimes such as rape and sexual
assault from driving a schoei bus five years after conviction. I cannot
imagine that anyone would knowmgly let their child ride a bus driven by
a serious felon that commm"ed the crlme 3ust ﬁve years ea:rher

Dimng the past year there have been 1nstanc¢s that ha‘ve shecked
parents of school children across the state. Parents in the Mequon-
Thiensville School District learned on October 30, 2002, through a Fox
Six television news reporter that a registered sex offender and three other
drivers with serious criminal backgrounds were responsible for
transporting their children to school each day.

Vmce and Rosemary Mumlo tape—recorded a Mllwaukee school bus

- Mrs Mumlo are here today to testsfy in favor of the 1eglslatxon

This past October, a bus driver in Waukesha County was charged
with several counts of possessing child pornography. Even though a
criminal background check did not reveal this individual’s behavior,
possession of child pornography is not currently a prohibited crime to
obtain a DOT bus driver endorsement.

Current law governing the licensure of school bus drivers contains
a loophole that does not prohibit from driving a school bus an individual
who has committed a crime against children,

under Chapter 948 of the state statutes. Chapter 948 statutes includes
serious crimes against children. Individuals convicted of other serious



Testimony SB 350
February 11, 2004
Page 3 of 4

violent offenses are eligible to obtain a DOT school bus endorsement
five years after conviction.

In addition, Wisconsin’s current statutes make it virtually
impossible for parents to obtain the most basic information about their
children’s ‘school bus driver, including the name of the bus driver.
Under current law, a parent is not able to obtain any information about
their child’s bus driver, even after child has expressed concerns about
their bus driver’s actions or behavior. A Fox Six investigative report

~completed in Milwaukee confirmed many parents fears. School bus -

- drivers, that had been granted a schoel bus driving endorsement from the

DOT, had been convicted of very serious and brutal crimes. Ex&stmg law
does not require school bus companies to release information about
drivers, including the name of the bus driver.

I cannot imagine anyone that would leave a child in the care of an
individual for two hours a day without even knowing their name or any
relevant information about the person. This bill provides, that upon the

- written request by a parent or guard1an ofa pupﬂ for whom a school

district provides transportation, the school board must disclose the name' o
of each drlver Wh{) transporis the child.

ThlS bill t1ghtens many loophc)les by:

. Reqmmg a complete criminal background check every four years,
rather than every eight years;

¢ Requiring a Department of Justice background check. Current law
does not specify the process DOT uses to cover a criminal
background check;



Testimony SB 350
Febroary 11, 2004
Page 4 of 4

* Requiring an update of administrative rules to include crimes
against children as disqualification for obtaining a school bus
endorsement and to disqualify individuals on the caregiver abuse

registry;

* Requiring a reevaluation of the current maximum five-year
disqualification for criminal offenses;

* Apply the same regulations to regular school b{zs drlvers and to
g .'drxvers of altematwe school buses | s

. -Requzring DOT and thc Depaﬂment of Publlc Instruction to study
and report back to the }eglslature on the use of video cameras in
school buses and strategies to improve training for drivers who
transport children with special needs; and

* Requiring DOT to promulgate rules about obtaining background

_information for potential drivers who have not l1ved in Wlsconsm e

- during the previous two years.

I am hopeful that these Jimproved regulations will ensure safe
transportation for all school children i in Wisconsin. Agam 1 thank -
Representative Kruisick and the ‘many other legislators for j joining me in
this effort. The time to act on Bus Driver reform is now before another
child is harmed. Thank you for your time and consideration.

Senator Mary Laé:ich




AB742 & SB350 HEARING
SCHOOL BUS QUALIFICATIONS, TRANPORTATION
CONTRACTS, STUDY OF VIDEO CAMERAS ON BUSES
Testimony
Wisconsin Department of Transportation
Wednesday, February 11, 2004 9:30am

INTRODUCTION
« The department is here today to testify for information and answer questions on

AB742,

BACKGROUND/FACTS
» 15,816 drivers with a valid school bus endorsement “S”
e In 2003 DMV conducted 8,677 background checks at a cost of $33,385.
« Driver skill exam is required at each renewal and a medical review in 2-year
“intervals.
Drivers age 70 + must provide a medical report annually.
School bus employers can enroll in the employer notification program
> Employer notification program monitors drivers and sends nofifications the
day after a citation, accident, withdrawal or other incident posts to the driver
record.

CURRENT SYSTEM
+ |icense valid for 8 years
« Background checks are conducted for an original, renewal, change of authority or
duplicate license issue.
Medical exams are required in 2-year intervals
» Skills test exam is required at each renewal o
» License cancelled/denied for up to 5 years for specific criminal, felony and driving

convictions.

» Employer Notification program is available for employers to monitor their driver's
driving record.

AB 742-SB350:

1. Requires DMV background checks on school bus drivers every 4 years vs. the 8
years under current law and to keep a record of the date of the check.

2. Requires school boards and districts to perform background checks for any
drivers transporting pupils that do not hold a school bus endorsement.

3. Requires any driver transporting pupils to report any crashes, criminal

convictions or other driver licensing actions and creates a forfeiture for failing to

report.

Requires employers and school bus contractors to keep records for their drivers.

Requires background investigation in previous state of residence for those

drivers who have lived in Wisconsin for less than 2 years.

Aliows DOT to collect fingerprints as part of the investigation and authorizes the

coliection of a fee for the investigation.

Increases the fee for obtaining a school bus endorsement by $5.

Modifies the driver record and criminal offenses that make a person ineligible to

obtain a school bus endorsement and requires promulgation of rules specifying

additional criteria.

o

N >

CAWINNTProfiles\dotgzg\Deskiop\Testimony AB 742.doc 6-Feb-04



9. Requires DMV to modify license application to allow drivers to declare if they are
on the Abuse Registry maintained by DHFS and requires DOT, in consultation
with DPI, DOJ and DHFS to study the costs and benefits of automating the
checking of the registry.

10. Requires DPI, in consultation with DOT to study the costs/benefits of video
cameras in school buses.

DOT COMMENTS:
Pros:
s The current 5-year denial for a school bus endorsement for serious crime and
felony convictions is not sufficient.
¢ 8 years between background checks may be too long. Unless there is a change
of authority, or a duplicate license is issued, the driver will not undergo a
background check during the course of the 8-year license period.
e The bill clarifies those felonies that would prohibit school bus operation

» The bill does not include 4 year testing of school bus drivers

» Required computer system modifications ($103,200) to the driver licensing
system are not funded. It is not possible for the department to absorb these
costs given other legislative mandates which require computer program changes.

+ DHFS care giver abuse files are not automated This requires a manual check of
those records by DOT.

SUMMARY

We are supportive of most aspects of this bill. However, we are disappointed that it
does not include 4 year testing for school bus drivers. We are also concerned that
funding is not provided to pay for computer system modifications. Under current budget
constraints, and in light of existing maior legislative requirements requiring computer
changes, DOT does not have funding to pay for these changes.

DMV Contacts

Gary Guenther, Director Karen Schwartz, Chief

Bureau of Field Services Records and Licensing Section
608-266-2743 608-266-0054
gary.quenther@dot. state.wi.us karen.Schwartz@dot.state.wi.us
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