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CHAPTER 951
CRIMES AGAINST ANIMALS

951.01 Definitions. 951.08 Instigating fights between animals.
951.015 Constructionand application. 951.09 Shooting at caged or staked animals.
951.02 Mistreating animals. 951.095 Harassment of police and fire animals.
951.025 Decompression prohibited. 951.10 Sale of baby rabbits, chicks and other fowl.
951.03 Dognapping and catnapping. 951.11 Artificially colored animals; sale.
951.04 Leading animal from motor vehicle. 951.13 Providing proper food and drink to confined animals.
951.05 Transportation of animals. 951.14 Providing proper shelter
951.06 Use of poisonous and controlled substances. 951.15 Abandoning animals.
951.07 Use of certain devices prohibited. 951.18 Penalties.
Cross Refeence: See definitions in £39.22 ried out of this state or held for any purpose without the oi&ner
951.01 Definitions. In this chapter: consent. This section does not applylaw enforcement diters

or humane dfcers engaged in the exercisetloéir oficial duties.

(1) “Animal” includes every living: .
. History: 1973 c. 314.4; Stats. 1973 s. 948.08987 a. 333.54; Stats. 1987 s.
(&) Warm-blooded creature, except a human being; 951.03:1997 a. 192

EE)) ,E%[:)t;:ﬁ;ig; 951.04 Leading animal from motor vehicle. No person

m) “C . den’ d . ‘?hall lead any animal upon a highway frommetor vehicle or
(1m) “Conservationwarden” means a warden appointe¢rom 3 trailer or semitrailer drawn by a motor vehicle.

unders.23.1Q _ _ _ History: 1973 c. 3141987 a. 333.54; Stats. 1987 5. 951.04.
(2) “Cruel” means causing unnecessary and excessive palrbgr . .
sufferingor unjustifiable injury or death. 1.05 Transportation of animals. No person may trans

portany animal in or upon any vehicle in a cruel manner

(3) “Farm animal” means any warm-blooded aninmeir- History: 1973 c. 3141987 a. 333.54; Stats. 1987 s. 951.05.

mally raisedon farms in the United States and used or intended fo

useas food or fiber 951.06 Use of poisonous and cqntrqlled substances.
(3e) “Humaneofficer” means an dicer appointed under s. NO person may expose any domestic animal owned by artother
173.03 any known poisonous substance, any controlled substance
includedin schedule I, II, Ill, IV or V of ch961, or any controlled

(3f) “Fire department” includesa volunteer fire department
anda department under 81.66

(3m) “Law enforcement agency” has the meargingn in s.
165.83(1) (b)

(4) “Law enforcement dicer” has the meaning assignec@
unders. 967.02 (5)but does not include a conservativarden

substancanalog of a controlled substance included in schedule
I or Il of ch.961, whether mixed with meat or other food or not,
sothat the substance is lialitebe eaten by the animal and for the
urposeof harming theanimal. This section shall not apply to-oi
onused on ons’own premises andkesigned for the purpose of
appointecunder $23.10 rct)dent_orbpest ]gé(termina_tion rtwor to _thg US$ of a cot?érolledhsub
e : i stancein bona fide experiments carried on for scientifisearc
oo 003 35861 LA AISE 2543801598 4 S 98T o1 acoepted veternary practces

Legislative Council Note, 1973:The definition of “animal” is based on s. 346.20, History: 1973 c. 3141987 a. 333.54; Stats. 1987 s. 951.06995 a. 448

Minn. StatsAnno.(1971). The term includes not only animals strictly so—called b . . o
birdsand other living warmblooded creatures except people. [Bill 16-S] %51-07 Use of certain devices prohibited. No person may

directly or indirectly or by aiding, abetting or permitting the doing
951.015 Construction and application. (1) Thischapter thereof,either put, place, fasten, use or fix upon or to any animal
may not be interpreted as controverting daw regulating wild usedor readied for use for a work purpose or for use in an exhibi
animalsthat are subject to regulation under 89, the takingof tion, competition, rodeo, circus other performance, any of the
wild animals,as defined in £9.001 (90)or the slaughter of ani following devices: a bristle butack bur or like device; or a poling
malsby persons acting under state or federal law deviceused to train a horse to jump which is dgearwith electrie
(2) For purposes of enforcing this chapter as to wild animaf¥ or to which have beenfaded nails, tacks or other sharp points.
subjectto regulation undezh.169, a conservation warden has the History: 1973 c. 3141987 a. 333.54; Stats. 1987 s. 951.07.
samepowers and duties that a law enforcemefitef has under 951.08 Instigating fights between animals. (1) No per
th:j‘f chapter sonmay intentionally instigate, promote, aid or abet psreipal,
951_'8tl°5f;3/1-991797af_‘3 54;3321()4‘01192?5% 215.2202 (38) 1987 a. 332.54 Stats. 1987s. - agentor employee, or participate in the earnifigsn, or inten
tionally maintain or allow any place to be used for a cockfight, dog
951.02 Mistreating animals. No person may treat any ani fight, bullfight or other fight betweethe same or diérent kinds
mal, whether belonging to the person or anotimes crueimanner  of animals or between an animal and a person. This section does
This section doesot prohibit bona fide experiments carried on fonot prohibit events or exhibitions commonly featured at rodeos
scientific research or normal and accepted veterinary practicesloodlessbullfights.

History: 1973 c. 3141987 a. 333.54; Stats. 1987 s. 951.02993 a. 486 (2) No person may own, possess, keep or train any amithal
Convictionunder this section does not require proof of intent or negligence. St s ; ’ ' o L
v. Stanfield 105 Ws. 2d 553314 N.W2d 339(1982). fife intent that the animal be engaged in an exhibition of fighting.

. - . (2m) If a person has been convicted under éiipor (2), the
951.025 ~Decompression prohibited. No person may Kill ersonmay not own, possess, keep or train any animal for a period
ananimal by means of decompression. of 5 years after the conviction. In computing the 5-year period,
History: 1985 a. 481987 a. 332.54; Stats. 1987 . 951.025. time whichthe person spent in actual confinement serving a-crimi
951.03 Dognapping and catnapping. No person may take nal sentence shall be excluded. The person may move the sentenc
the dogor cat of another from one place to another without theg court to have this requirement waived. The court may waive
owner’sconsent or cause such a dog or cat to be confined-or ¢he requirement except that the waiver may not authorize the per
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sonto own, possess, keeptrain animals of the species involved (1) Foob. The foodshall be sifcient to maintain all animals

in the ofense under sulfl) or (2). in good health.

(3) No person may intentionally be a spectator edekfight, (2) WAaTER. If potable water is not accessiblehe animals at
dog fight, bullfight or other fight between the same ofatiént all times, it shall be provided daily and in ficient quantity for
kinds of animals or between an animal and a person. the health of the animal.
95Iili(s)§30ry: 1973 c. 3141981 c. 1601983 a. 951987 a. 33%.54; Stats. 1987 s. History: 1973 c. 3141983 a. 951987 a. 33%.54; Stats. 1987 s. 951.13.

) . 951.14 Providing proper shelter. No person owning or

951.09 Shooting at caged or staked animals. (1) No responsiblefor confining or impoundingny animal may fail to
personmay shoot, kill, or wound with a firearm, or with anyprovidethe animal with proper shelter as prescribethis see
deadlyweapon, any animal that is tied, staked out, caged or oth@hn. In the case of farm animals, nothing in théstion shall be
wiseintentionallyconfined in an artificial enclosure, regardless tfonstruedas imposing shelter requirements or standards more
size. stringentthan normally accepted husbandry practices in the par

(2) (a) Whoever is concerned in the commission of a violatigitular county where the animal or shelter is located.
of this section is a principal and may be adedt with and con (1) INDOORSTANDARDS. Minimum indoor standards of shelter
victed of the violation although he or she did not directly commghallinclude:
it and although the person who direatymmitted it has not been  (a) Ambient temperatures. The ambient temperature shall be
convictedof the violation. compatiblewith the health of the animal.

(b) A person is concerned in the commission of a violation of (b) Ventilation. Indoor housing facilities shall be adequately
this section under pafa) if the person does any of tf@lowing:  ventilated by natural or mechanical means to provide for the

1. Instigates, promotes, aids, or abets the violation as a-priftgalthof the animals at all times.

pal, agent, employee, participant, or spectator (2) OUTDOOR STANDARDS. Minimum outdoor standards of
2. Participates in any earnings from the commission of t§geltershall include: _ _
violation. (a) Shelter from sunlight. When sunlighis likely to cause heat

3. Intentionally maintains or allows any place to be used f§xnaustiorof an animal tied or caged outside fiznt shade by
the commission of the violation. naturalor artificial means shall be provided to protect the animal

: . . . from direct sunlight. As used in this paragraph, “caged” does not
(3) This section does naipply to any of the following ani jncjydefarm fencing used to confine farm animals.

mals: . A . . . (b) Shelter frominclement weather. 1. ‘Animalsgenerally
(b) A captive wild birdthat is shot, killed, or wounded on a birdyaturalor artificial shelter appropriate to the local climatic cendi
huntingpreserve licensed underl$9.19 tionsfor the species concerned shall be provided as necessary for
(c) Farm-raised deeas defined in €5.001 (1) (ag) the health of the animal.
(d) Animals that are treated in accordance with normally 2. ‘Dogs.’ If a dog is tied or confined unattended outdoors
acceptabléhusbandry practices. underweather conditions which adverselyeat the health of the
History: 1973 c. 3141987 a. 33%.54; Stats. 1987 s. 951.09001 a. 56 dog,ashelter of suitable size to accommodate the dog shall be pro

951.095 Harassment of police and fire animals. (1) No vided.

personmay do any of the following to any animal that is used by (3) SeacesTAnDARDS. Minimum space requirements for both

alaw enforcement agency fire department to perform agency"do0r and outdoor enclosures shall include:
or department functigns o); duties:p P gency (a) Sructural strength. The housing facilities shall be struetur

(a) Frighten, intimidate, threaten, abuse or harass the aninfgxlly sound and maintained in good repair to protect the animals
' , ' €
i

: . . : : fom injury and to contain the animals.
cal(tt:Jc))n?;?:lt(.e’ shove, kick or otherwise subject the animal to phy (b) Space requirements. Enclosures shall be constructed and

. : : maintainedso as to provide siigient space to allow each animal
() Strike th.e animal by using a dangerous weapon. . adequatdreedom ofpmovement. InaF()iequate space may be indi
(2) Subsectior{1) does not apply to any of the following:  c4tedhy evidence of debilitystress or abnormal behavior pat
(a) Any act that is performed by or withe authorization of {grns.
the animal$ handler or rider . _ (4) SANITATION STANDARDS. Minimum standards afanitation
(b) Any act that is necessary for the trainaigin animal to for poth indoor and outdoor enclosures shall include periodic
performfunctions or duties for a law enforcement agency  cleaningto remove excreta and other waste materials, dirt and
History: 1993 a. 1921997 a. 27 trashso as to minimize health hazards.
951.10 Sale of baby rabbits, chicks and other fowl. History: 1973 c. 3141987 a. 333.54; Stats. 1987 s. 951.14.
(1) No person may sell, tér for sale, barter or give away livinggs1.15 Abandoning animals. No person may abandon any
chicks,ducklings or other fowl unless the person provides propghimal.
brooderfacilities for the care of such chicks, ducklings or other istory: 1973 c. 314s.1,6; 1977 c. 1731987 a332s.54; Stats. 1987 s. 951.15;
fowl during the time they are in the persopbssession. 1993a. 4861997 a. 192

(2) No retailer as defined in sL00.30 (2) (e)may sell, dler  951.18 Penalties. (1) Any person violating s. 951.02
for Sa_le, barter or give away living baby rak_)blts, baby thck§51.025951_03951.04951.05951_06951.07’ 951.09951.1Q
ducklingsor other fowl under 2 months of age in any quantity leg1.11951.13951.140r951.15is subject to a Class C forfeiture.
than6 unless in the business of selling these animals for agricshy person who violateany of these provisions within 3 years
tural, wildlife or scientific purposes. aftera humane dicer issues an abatement order undé78.11
(2('3-'31%3/7: L9780 3141979 ¢ 36,2102 (1?89%6;3)13974%2' 1761983 a.18%.329  prohibiting the violation of that provision is subject t€CiassA

' T ' e ' forfeiture. Any person who intentionally or negligently violates
951.11 Artificially colored animals; sale. No person may anyof those sections is guilty of a Cla#ssnisdemeanorAny per
sell, offer for sale, rdlle, give as a prize or premium, use as agonwho intentionally violates €51.02 resulting in the mutita
advertisingdevice or display living chickslucklings, other fowl tion, disfigurement or death of an animialguilty of a Class | fel
or rabbits that have been dyed or otherwise colored artificiallyony. Any persorwho intentionally violates €51.020r 951.06

History: 1973 c. 3141987 a. 333.54; Stats. 1987 s. 95111 knowing that the animal thas the victim is used by a law enforce
951.13 Providing proper food and drink to confined ~mentagency to perform agency functions or duties and causing
animals. No person owning or responsitfier confining or injury to the animal, is guilty of a Class | felony
impoundingany animal may fail to supply the animal with disuf ~ (2) Any person whaoiolates s951.08 (2mor (3) is guilty of
cientsupply of food and water as prescribed in this section. aClass A misdemeanoAny person who violates 951.08 (1)
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or(2) is guilty of a Class | felony for the first violation and is guiltyfinancial resources and future ability of the criminal violator
of a Class H felony for the 2nd or subsequent violation. pay and shall determine the method of payment. Upon the

(2m) Any person who violates 851.095is subject to a Class applicationof any interested partyhe court shall schedule and
B forfeiture.” Any persowho intentionally or negligently violates hold an evidentiary hearing to determine the value of any pecuni
s.951.095 knowing that the animal that is the victim is used by 10ss under this paragraph. _ _
a law enforcement agency or fire department to perform agency(b) 1. A sentencing counbay order that an animal be delivered
or department functions or dutigs,guilty of a Class A misde tothe local humane fifer or society or the county or municipal
meanor. Any person who intentionally violatss951.095 know ~ Poundor to a law enforcemeufficer if a person commits a crime
ing that the animal that is the victim is used by a law enforceméfitderthis chapterthe person is the ownef the animal that is
agency or fire department to perform agency or department fulvolvedin the crime and the court considers the order to be rea
tionsor duties and causing injury to the animal, is guilty of a Cla§§nableandappropriate. A sentencing court may order that an
I felony. Any person who intentionally violatesa1.095 know animalbe delivered to the department of natural resources, if the

ing that the animal that is the victim is used by a law enforcem@fimalis a wild animal that is subject to regulation underl@®.
agency o fire department to perform agency or department fu dthe court considers the order to be reasonable and appropriate.

; : - h . ; e society pound, diicer or department of natural resources
E'opeslgrr];j uties and causing death to the animal, is guilty of a Cl% allrelease the animal top@rson other than the owner or dispose

" . . . ._of the animal in a proper and humane manitiethe animal is a

(3) In addition to penalties applicalitethis chapter under this yo4 the release or disposal shall be in accordaitres.173.23
section,a district attorney may apply to any court of competepim) except that the fees unded33.23 (1m) (a) 4do not apply
jurisdiction for a temporary or permanent injunction restraining the expenses are covered unddi7&.24 If the animal is not
any person from violating this chapter adog, the sociefypound or dfcer may chage a fee for the release

(4) In addition to penalties applicakite this chapter under this of the animal.
section: 2. If the court is sentencing a person covered undet312

(&) 1. In this paragraptfpecuniary loss” has the meaning(3) (a) and an animal has been seizetler s173.12 the court
describedn s.943.245 (1) shallact in accordance with $73.12 (3)

2. A sentencing court shall requiaecriminal violator to pay ~ (€) Except as provided in 851.08 (2m)a sentencing court
restitutionto a person, including angcal humane diter or soci~  may order that the criminal violator may not ovpassess or train
ety or county or municipal pound or a law enforcemeficef or ~anyanimal or type or specied animal for a period specified by
conservatiorwarden, for any pecuniary loss fauéd by the per thecourt, but not to exceed 5 yeats.computing the time period,
sonas a result of the crime, including expenses in keepingrainy time which the person spent in actual confinenssmting a sen
mal that is involved in the crime. This requirement applies regat@nceshall be excluded.
lessof whether the criminal violator is placed on probation undgriisigy: 1973 ¢. 3181977 ¢ 1731981 ¢. 1601983 a 30198° 2. 4821985

L= LT ) 2631987 a. 2481987 a. 333554, 64; Stats. 1987 s. 951.18987 a. 403.256,
s.973.09 If restitution is ordered, the court shall consitter 1989a. 56s.259 1989 a. 2231993 a. 1921997 a. 27192 2001 a. 56109.
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