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2005  WISCONSIN  ACT  281
AN ACT to amend 704.17 (1) (c), 704.17 (2) (c), 704.17 (3) (b) and 893.80 (7) of the statutes; relating to: termination

of a tenancy if notice given regarding drug or criminal gang activity.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in
senate and assembly, do enact as follows:

SECTION 1.  704.17 (1) (c) of the statutes is amended
to read:

704.17 (1) (c)  A property owner may terminate the
tenancy of a week−to−week or month−to−month tenant
if  the property owner receives written notice from a law
enforcement agency of a city, town or village, as defined
in s. 165.83 (1) (b), or from the office of the district attor-
ney, that a nuisance under s. 823.113 (1) or (1m) (b) exists
in that tenant’s rental unit or was caused by that tenant on
the property owner’s property and if the property owner
gives the tenant written notice requiring the tenant to
vacate on or before a date at least 5 days after the giving
of the notice.  The notice shall state the basis for its
issuance and the right of the tenant to contest the termina-
tion of tenancy in an eviction action under ch. 799.  If the
tenant contests the termination of tenancy, the tenancy
may not be terminated without proof by the property
owner by the greater preponderance of the credible evi-
dence of the allegation in the notice from the law enforce-
ment agency of a city, town or village or the office of the
district attorney that a nuisance under s. 823.113 (1) or
(1m) (b) exists in that tenant’s rental unit or was caused
by that tenant.

SECTION 2.  704.17 (2) (c) of the statutes is amended
to read:

704.17 (2) (c)  A property owner may terminate the
tenancy of a tenant who is under a lease for a term of one
year or less or who is a year−to−year tenant if the property
owner receives written notice from a law enforcement
agency of a city, town or village, as defined in s. 165.83
(1) (b), or from the office of the district attorney, that a
nuisance under s. 823.113 (1) or (1m) (b) exists in that
tenant’s rental unit or was caused by that tenant on the
property owner’s property and if the property owner
gives the tenant written notice requiring the tenant to
vacate on or before a date at least 5 days after the giving
of the notice.  The notice shall state the basis for its
issuance and the right of the tenant to contest the termina-
tion of tenancy in an eviction action under ch. 799.  If the
tenant contests the termination of tenancy, the tenancy
may not be terminated without proof by the property
owner by the greater preponderance of the credible evi-
dence of the allegation in the notice from the law enforce-
ment agency of a city, town or village or the office of the
district attorney that a nuisance under s. 823.113 (1) or
(1m) (b) exists in that tenant’s rental unit or was caused
by that tenant.

SECTION 3.  704.17 (3) (b) of the statutes is amended
to read:

704.17 (3) (b)  A property owner may terminate the
tenancy of a tenant who is under a lease for a term of more
than one year if the property owner receives written
notice from a law enforcement agency of a city, town or

*   Section 991.11,  WISCONSIN STATUTES 2003−04 : Effective date of acts.  “Every act and every portion of an act enacted by the legislature over
the governor’s partial veto which does not expressly prescribe the time when it takes effect shall take effect on the day after its date of publication
as designated” by the secretary of state [the date of publication may not be more than 10 working days after the date of enactment].



 − 2 −2005 Wisconsin Act 281
 

  2005 Assembly Bill 291

village, as defined in s. 165.83 (1) (b), or from the office
of the district attorney, that a nuisance under s. 823.113
(1) or (1m) (b) exists in that tenant’s rental unit or was
caused by that tenant on the property owner’s property
and if the property owner gives the tenant written notice
to vacate on or before a date at least 5 days after the giving
of the notice.  The notice shall state the basis for its
issuance and the right of the tenant to contest the termina-
tion of tenancy in an eviction action under ch. 799.  If the
tenant contests the termination of tenancy, the tenancy
may not be terminated without proof by the property
owner by the greater preponderance of the credible evi-
dence of the allegation in the notice from the law enforce-

ment agency of a city, town or village or the office of the
district attorney that a nuisance under s. 823.113 (1) or
(1m) (b) exists in that tenant’s rental unit or was caused
by that tenant.

SECTION 4.  893.80 (7) of the statutes is amended to
read:

893.80 (7)  No suit may be brought against any city,
town or village or the state or any governmental subdivi-
sion or agency thereof or against any officer, official,
agent or employee of any of those entities who, in good
faith, acts or fails to act to provide a notice to a property
owner that a public nuisance under s. 823.113 (1) or (1m)
(b) exists.


