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2003-05 Budget Bill Statutory Language Drafting Request
'« Topic: Eliminate mandate on funeral and cemetery reimbursement
« Tracking Code: (Assigned by Government Operations Team) B 2558 O3 A
e SBO team: Health and Insurance
e SBO analyst: Robert Blaine
e Phone: 267-7980
e Email: robert.blaine@doa.state.wi.us

e Agency acronym: DHFS

e Agency number: 435

Section 49.785 (1) requires counties to make payments up to certain limits to pay for
funeral and cemetery costs for indigent persons. Section 49.785 (2) requires the
Department of Health and Family Services to reimburse counties and tribes the amounts
specified under (1). The purpose of this draft would be to make the payments under (2)
subject to the availability of funding under s. 20.435 (4)(bn), essentially eliminating the
requirement that the department reimburse counties for any eligible funeral or burial

cost.
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FoRr 2005-07 BUDGET —— NoT READY FOR INTRODUCTION

AN ACT%; relating to: the budget.

N
menses program, th%}Médi‘c‘alessﬁtaﬁb@ program, the Badger Care health care

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau
' HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES

5 PUBLIC ASSISTANCE

Under current law, county departments of social services or human services
(county departments) pay ce%ﬁf:ery, funeral, and burial expenses for decedents who,
during life, received certain pyblic assistance benefits, such as Wisconsin Works
benefits or Medical Assistance/\beneﬁts, and whose estates are insufficient to pay
those expenses. The amounts paid by the county departments are the lesser of
$1,000 or the cemetery expenses not paid by the estate and the lesser of $1,500 or the
funeral and burial expenses not paid by the estate. DHFS is required to reimburse
the county departments for those payments from a general purpose revenue
appropriation out of which DHFS also pays county departments ‘ﬁ)r administering
income maintenance programs, which include the cemetery, funeral, and burial

program, and the food stamp program. This bill provides that DHFS must reimburse
the county departments for payments of cemetery, funeral, and burial expenses only
to the extent that funds are available for this purpose.
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For further information see the state and local fiscal estimate, which will be
printed as an appendix to this bill.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:

v d
SECTION 1. 49.785 (2) of the statutes is amended to read:

49.785 (2) From the appropriation under s. 20.435 (4) (bn), to the extent that
funds are available for this purpose, the department shall reimburse a county or
applicable tribal governing body or organization for any amount that the county or
applicable tribal governing body or organization is required to pay under sub. (D).
From the appropriation under s. 20.435 (4) (bn), the department shall reimburse a
county or applicable tribal governing body or organization for cemetery expenses or
for funeral and burial expenses for persons described under sub. (1) that the county
or applicable tribal governing body or organization is not required to pay under subs.
(1) and (1m) only if the department approves the reimbursement due to unusual

circumstances and if funds are available for this purpose.

History: 1973 c. 147, 333; 1975 c. 39, 224; 1979 c. 206; 1981 c. 20; 1985 a. 29, 176, 332; 1989 a. 31, 239; 1995 a. 27, 289; 1997 a. 27; 1999 a. 9; 2001 a. 16; 2003 a. 33
s. 1302; Stats. 2003 s. 49.785.

(END)
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DOA.:..... Blaine, BB0391 — Eliminate mandate on funeral and cemetery
reimbursement

For 2005-07 BUDGET —— NoT READY FOR INTRODUCTION

AN ACT ... relating to: the budget.

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau
HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES

PUBLIC ASSISTANCE

Under current law, county departments of social services or human services
(county departments) pay cemetery, funeral, and burial expenses for decedents who,
during life, received certain public assistance benefits, such as Wisconsin Works
benefits or Medical Assistance (MA) benefits, and whose estates are insufficient to
pay those expenses. The amounts paid by the county departments are the lesser of
$1,000 or the cemetery expenses not paid by the estate and the lesser of $1,500 or the
funeral and burial expenses not paid by the estate. DHFS is required to reimburse
the county departments for those payments from a general purpose revenue
appropriation out of which DHFS also pays county departments for administering
income maintenance programs, which include the cemetery, funeral, and burial
expenses program, the MA program, the Badger Care health care program, and the
food stamp program. This bill provides that DHFS must reimburse the county
departments for payments of cemetery, funeral, and burial expenses only to the
extent that funds are available for this purpose.
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For further information see the state and local fiscal estimate, which will be
printed as an appendix to this bill.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:

SECTION 1. 49.785 (2) of the statutes is amended to read:

49.785 (2) From the appropriation under s. 20.435 (4) (bn), to the extent that

funds are available for this purpose, the department shall reimburse a county or

applicable tribal governing body or organization for any amount that the county or
applicable tribal governing body or organization is required to pay under sub. (1).
From the appropriation under s. 20.435 (4) (bn), the department shall reimburse a
county or applicable tribal governing body or organization for cemetery expenses or
for funeral and burial expenses for persons described under sub. (1) that the county
or applicable tribal governing body or organization is not required to pay under subs.
(1) and (1m) only if the department approves the reimbursement due to unusual

circumstances and if funds are available for this purpose.

(END)




