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Gary, Aaron

From: Phillips, Matt
Sent: Monday, April 25, 2005 11:55 AM
To: Gary, Aaron

Drafting request for SSA to AB 169
(references made to ASA 1 to AB 169)

1. Page 3, line 18 - Change “vehicle operator” to “vehicle owner”. Also specify that the agreement to assume
liability must be in writing.

2. Sections 1 and 2 - Does the current language prohibiting “open-roof design” buses include buses that have a
canvass roof? Can the language be amended to specify that the roof design must be a hard top.

3, Add language to specify that the bus driver must possess a CDL if that is not already a requirement.

4. Add language that specifies that a sign must be posted in the driver area of the bus that indicates it is against
the law for a driver to drive on any roadway that is not part of the approved route.

5. Section 4 - Modify to specify that Double-deck buses may only operate after obtaining written approval from
the local government/governments that are responsible for the roads that the buses are traveling on. Local
governments would have the option of whether or not to allow double-deck buses. Indicate that the local
government may only approve the operation of the double-deck buses if they have:

e Received a copy of the vehicle’s proposed route

e An officer of the municipality has inspected the route and at least 6 inches of clearance exist between

the vehicle and any overhead structure, including utility lines andAfees - and verifies sign under #4
e Vehicle owner has agreed in writing to assume liability.

6. Require an officer of the municipality to inspect each route annually. Local government must rescind
approval of the route if it no longer complies with clearance requirements.



STATE OF WISCONSIN ~ LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE BUREAU - LEGAL SECTION
(608-266-3561)

o570

Nﬁf/’ll — &0(1,:&

LB 160 — <ub.

¢y /ACJ wt £ b b ot £
do TF — ’ !

“ Caw  dpedt .,NL:/L Aha. /ks;/"-j /”“/_74

\

T BNt et £ Nk P N
%M 7 e i

’ l‘\‘?S Conllran 06*1/\/’// LE9n0C Ndbb\ﬁ‘hd . Q/M,cnj’/

L\/CL"\.)’V 7{3 Mqlu, i’# %IA JL/MJ

leave i as - ﬂ\m /ch gfmﬁl. /z«w;//

ﬂflnrz/\rt A




STATE OF WISCONSIN — LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE BUREAU ~ LEGAL SECTION
(608-266-3561)

25 /0%

He 4o Mo 6 263

’ N/Qw'( ;7/ 42 /bt/X’// T/%trs.

! (\'hpl/\’\ 6 m"ft /IS(’ﬂ:m/ - éuﬁL

”ﬂﬂp WL e




)

S

; r\; |23 ifi ;’]
; <, 0 / C ;’//

[/
2005 - 2006 LEGISLATURE G 2 /7 /‘// LRB W
5 °) ARG:Im

L

endTE w1
S = =

AXSSEMBLEY SUBSTITUTE AMENDMENTZ @

TO 2005 ASSEMBLY BILL 169

Apyil 5, 2005— Offered by resentatives Roy, PETROWSKL-B
SWORTH. e

1 AN ACT to amend 194.32 and 348.06 (1); and to create 348.01 (2) (at) and 348.06

2 (2m) of the statutes; relating to: operation of double—decked buses on certain
3 highways. 4
, -
Q ﬂﬁJP todtor OF Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau

| Current law prohibits the operation on public highways of interurban motor

{ buses that are double—decked. “Double—decked” means that passengers are carried

\ on an upper level throughout the length of the bus over passengers on a lower level

\ throughout the length of the bus.

e This substitute amendment limits the complete prohibition on operation of
MMMWWW—mOf design.

Current law also imposes size, weight, and load limits on vehicles that travel

on the highways. DOT and local authorities may issue certain permits authorizing

the permittee to operate a vehicle that exceeds these limits on vehicle size, weight,

LA or load. No person, without a permit, may operate on a highway any motor vehicle

7 ﬁ%“%}f ) having an overall height in excess of 13 feet 6 inches.
~ This substitute amendment creates an exception to the general vehicle height
T limitation if certain conditions are satisfied. Under the substitute amendment,

double—decked buses with E)closed—roof design having an overall height not
exceeding 14 feet 5 inches may be operated without a permit for excessive height
upon a highway that has a speed limit of 45 miles per hour or less, except a state
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trunk highway but including a connecting highway, if the vehicle joperator has, prior

dobratini muyi.srdd'; obtamed WB&%WM%

™ there is at Ieast 6 1nches of helght clearance between the vehlcle and any overhead
structure or obstructlon 1nc1ud1ng any utility line, on all parts of the route en-
hishways-under-theofficer’s-jurisdietion; -and the vehicle operaterjhas agreedﬂto A

assume liability for any personal injury or property damage resulting from the [/ Jos

vehicle’s striking of any overhead structure or obstruction, including any utility line,

ﬁdless of whether the personal injury or property damage occurs on an approved
route

/i

mmﬁ &tf/

N

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:

SECTION 1. 194.32 of the statutes is amended to read:

p—t

194.32 Buses, restrictions. No common motor carrier of passengers shall
operate any passenger—carrying bus over any public highway of this state with any
trailer or semitrailer attached except for an articulated bus as defined in s. 340.01

(2m). Except for an articulated bus as defined in s. 340.01 (2m) which may be 65 feet

(o> NN &) B 7 B A

in length, no interurban motor bus which exceeds 40 feet in length or 8 feet 6 inches
v

7 in width or is of a double—decked open-roof design shall be operated upon the public

8 highways under the authority of this chaptet. As used in this section an interurban

9 motor bus is deemed to be of a “double—decked open—roof design” when passengers

10 are carried therein on an upper level throughout the length of the bus over

11 passengers on a lower level throughout the length of the bus and the bus roof does

» +

{1\2\ not extend throughout the length of the bus; or 15 ne perma nently %ﬁv&@&/ \/
A R AU “wit ey donsheuction
13 SECTION 2. 348.01 (2) (at) of the statutes is created to read:

14 348.01 (2) (at) “Double—decked bus” means a motor bus designed to carry

15 passengers on an upper level throughout the length of the bus over passengers on a
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— PP e
/ —
/ @ lower level throughout the length of the bus and the roof of which@oughout
\VM engiped

the length of the bus.

SECTION 3. 34i8.06 (1) of the statutes is amended to read:
348.06 (1) Except as provided in sub- subs. (2) and (2m), no person, without a

permit therefor, may operate on a highway any motor vehicle, mobile home, trailer,

or semitrailer having an gverall height in excess of 13 1/2 feet.

(as

2

3

4

5

6

7 SECTION 4. 348. ()6 (2m) of the statutes is created to read:
@ 348.06 (2m) | Double—decked buses having an overall height not exceeding 14

feet 5 inches may be operated without a permit for excessive height upon a highway,

Yy

other than a state trunk highway, that has a speed limit of 45 miles per hour or less
”f f‘*;{}!’{é% Bun wi A tHen

\ / owner oc e velele
ﬁ 1 if the vehicle[ operator has, prior to @pﬂsﬁmg&h&m}a‘i@eéobtamed approval@f the

heal omthor 44 witl éaﬂsg Letign NEE
Frirersin-charge-ofmnaintenance—ab the highway on any

12 vehicle’s route from the | affice 5
\///::\)"””WM\\ . }:’Ea‘:ﬁ {, o ?{“iuf ! ‘g”
o 13 highway om)@hy? &3"01113@ EW may not gpp;o;en o
. : - ‘{;', ’ ’f ,34.5 ;}E Qﬁ/ L
m@ (14 @ss all of the following apply: ; o hr ghiwa v A T+
¥ - £ > § f 48 The (ﬁ@riﬁg@@a&d that there is at least 6 inches of height clegrance
- 16 between the vehicle and any overhead structure or obstruction, including any utility
[ m line, on all parts of the route G&WWPW |
) weiTing ~
18 745§ The vehlcle[@%ggr has agreed {ﬁo assume haﬁnhty for any personal injury
19 or property damage resulting from the vehicle’s striking of any overhead structure
20 or obstruction, including any utility line, regardless of whether the personal injury
w‘/;;}% 21 or property damage occurs on an approved route.
/ B
=l 22 SEcTION 5. Initial applicability.
o 23 (1) This act first applies to motor vehicles operated on the effective date of this
24 subsection. a ‘ |
" TN
| L)

25  (END) < N
[V
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INSERT ANAL-A:
(e ) . T
(Ve written approval for such operation and for the vehicle’s route from the local
authority with jurisdiction over the highway on any highway on which the vehicle
will be operated.! A local authority may not approve the operation of the vehicle
unless: The local authority has received a copy of the vehicle’s proposed route,
inspected the route, and verified

INSERT ANAL-B:

( m;,?) : and the local authority has inspected the vehicle and Jveriﬁed that a sign is
" conspicuously displayed; in the operator’s area of the vehicle, informing passengers
that operation of the vehicle on any highway that is not part of an approved route is
unlawful¥ A local authority may, for any reason, deny approval for the operation of
a vehicle or deny approval of any proposed route regardless of whether there is
sufficient clearance on the route¥ A local authority that has approved operation of
a vehicle must inspect any approved route at least once each yearV If the inspection
reveals that clearance requirements are no longer satisfied, the local authority must
revoke the route approval, but may approve an alternative route that complies with

clearance requirements. v/

INSERT 3-15:

3

N
[ )Iocal authority has received a copy of the vehicle’s proposed route, inspected the
(e

route, and verified

INSERT 3-21:

3. The local authority has inspected the vehicle and verified that the sign
required under par. (Sis displayed.

(b) A vehicle specified in par. (a) shall conspicuously display, in the operator’s
area of the vehicle, a sign informing passengers that operation of the vehicle on any
highway that is not part of a route approved under par. (a\/) is unlawful.

(c) A local authority may, for any reason, deny approval for the operation of a

vehicle under this subsection, or deny approval of any route regardless of whether



the requirements under par. (a) aré satisfied, on any highway under the local
authority’s jurisdiction.\/

(d) A local authority that has approved operation of a vehicle under this
subsection shall, with respect to any route approved for every such vehicle, inspect
the approved route at least once each year. If the inspection reveals that the
clearance requirements specified in par. (a) 1. are no longer satisfied, the local
authority shall revoke the route approval, but may approve an alternative route that
complies with the clearance requirements specified in par. (a) 1.

(e) A local authority may delegate to any department, division, official, or
employee of the local authority the responsibility for issuing approvals, conducting

/

inspections, or carrying out any other duty specified under this subsection.
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ATTN: Matt Phillips /

I believe these double—decked buses would be commercial motor vehicles under s.

340.01 (8)! so the operator would be required to possess a commercial driver license
under s. 343.05‘/ @).V

Aaron R. Gary

Legislative Attorney

Phone: (608) 261-6926

E-mail: aaron.gary@legis.state.wi.us
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April 29, 2005

ATTN: Matt Phillips

I believe these double—decked buses would be commercial motor vehicles under s.

340.01 (8), so the operator would be required to possess a commercial driver license
under s. 343.05 (2).

Aaron R. Gary

Legislative Attorney

Phone: (608) 261-6926

E-mail: aaron.gary@legis.state.wi.us
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TO 2005 ASSEMBLY BILL 169

AN ACT to amend 194.32 and 348.06 (1); and to create 348.01 (2) (at) and 348.06

(2m) of the statutes; relating to: operation of double—decked buses on certain

highways.

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau

Current law prohibits the operation on public highways of interurban motor
buses that are double—decked. “Double—decked” means that passengers are carried
on an upper level throughout the length of the bus over passengers on a lower level
throughout the length of the bus.

This substitute amendment limits the complete prohibition on operation of
double—decked motor buses to those of a soft—top or an open—roof design.

Current law also imposes size, weight, and load limits on vehicles that travel
on the highways. DOT and local authorities may issue certain permits authorizing
the permittee to operate a vehicle that exceeds these limits on vehicle size, weight,
or load. No person, without a permit, may operate on a highway any motor vehicle
having an overall height in excess of 13 feet 6 inches.

This substitute amendment creates an exception to the general vehicle height
limitation if certain conditions are satisfied. Under the substitute amendment,
double—decked buses with a hard-top, closed—roof design having an overall height
not exceeding 14 feet 5 inches may be operated without a permit for excessive height
upon a highway that has a speed limit of 45 miles per hour or less, except a state
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trunk highway but including a connecting highway, if the vehicle owner or operator
has, prior to the vehicle’s operation; obtained written approval for such operation and
for the vehicle’s route from the local authority with jurisdiction over the highway on
any highway on which the vehicle will be operated. A local authority may not
approve the operation of the vehicle unless: The local authority has received a copy
of the vehicle’s proposed route, inspected the route, and verified that there is at least
6 inches of height clearance between the vehicle and any overhead structure or
obstruction, including any utility line, on all parts of the route; the vehicle owner has
agreed, in writing, to assume liability for any personal injury or property damage
resulting from the vehicle’s striking of any overhead structure or obstruction,
including any utility line, regardless of whether the personal injury or property
damage occurs on an approved route; and the local authority has inspected the
vehicle and verified that a sign is conspicuously displayed, in the operator’s area of
the vehicle, informing that operation of the vehicle on any highway that
is not part of an approved route is unlawful. A local authority may, for any reason,
deny approval for the operation of a vehicle or deny approval of any proposed route
regardless of whether there is sufficient clearance on the route. A local authority
that has approved operation of a vehicle must inspect any approved route at least
once each year. If the inspection reveals that clearance requirements are no longer
satisfied, the local authority must revoke the route approval, but may approve an
alternative route that complies with clearance requirements.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:

SECTION 1. 194.32 of the statutes is amended to read:

194.32 Buses, restrictions. No common motor carrier of passengers shall
operate any passenger—carrying bus over any public highway of this state with any
trailer or semitrailer attached except for an articulated bus as defined in s. 340.01
(2m). Except for an articulated bus as defined in s. 340.01 (2m) which may be 65 feet
in length, no interurban motor bus which exceeds 40 feet in length or 8 feet 6 inches

in width or is of a double—decked open—roof design shall be operated upon the public

highways under the authority of this chapter. As used in this section an interurban
motor bus is deemed to be of a “double—decked open—roof design” when passengers
are carried therein on an upper level throughout the length of the bus over

passengers on a lower level throughout the length of the bus and the bus roof does
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SECTION 1

not extend throughout the length of the bus or is not permanently enclosed with rigid

construction.

SECTION 2. 348.01 (2) (at) of the statutes is created to read:

348.01 (2) (at) “Double—decked bus” means a motor bus designed to carry
passengers on an upper level throughout the length of the bus over passengers on a
lower level throughout the length of the bus and the roof of which is permanently
enclosed with rigid construction and extends throughout the length of the bus.

SECTION 3. 348.06 (1) of the statutes is amended to read:

348.06 (1) Except as provided in sub- subs. (2) and (2m), no person, without a
permit therefor, may operate on a highway any motor vehicle, mobile home, trailer,
or semitrailer having an overall height in excess of 13 1/2 feet.

SECTION 4. 348.06 (2m) of the statutes is created to read:

348.06 (2m) (a) Double—decked buses having an overall height not exceeding
14 feet 5 inches may be operated without a permit for excessive height upon a
highway, other than a state trunk highway, that has a speed limit of 45 miles per hour
or less if the vehicle owner or operator has, prior to the vehicle’s operation, obtained
written approval for such operation and for the vehicle’s route from the local
authority with jurisdiction over the highway on any highway on which the vehicle
will be operated. A local authority may not approve the operation of a vehicle under
this subsection on a highway under its jurisdiction unlesslall of the following apply:

1. The local authority has received a copy of the vehicle’s proposed route,
inspected the route, and verified that there is at least 6 inches of height clearance
between the vehicle and any overhead structure or obstruction, including any utility

line, on all parts of the route.
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2. The vehicle owner has agreed, in writing, to assume liability for any personal
injury or property damage resulting from the vehicle’s striking of any overhead
structure or obstruction, including any utility line, regardiess of whether the
personal injury or property damage occurs on an approved route.

3. The local authority has inspected the vehicle and verified that the sign
required under par. (b) is displayed.

(b) A vehicle specified in par. (a) shall conspicuously dispiay, in the operator’s

the gpecator
area of the vehicle, a sign informing/pégsengeps that operation of the vehicle on any

highway that is not part of a route approved under par. (a) is unlawful.

(c) A local authority may, for any reason, deny approval for the operation of a
vehicle under this subsection, or deny approval of any route regardless of whether
the requirements under par. (a) are satisfied, on any highway under the local
authority’s jurisdiction.

(d) A local authority that has approved operation of a vehicle under this
subsection shall, with respect to any route approved for every such vehicle, inspect
the approved route at least once each year. If the inspection reveals that the
clearance requirements specified in par. (a) 1. are no longer satisfied, the local
authority shall revoke the route approval, but may approve an alternative route that
complies with the clearance requirements specified in par. (a) 1.

(e) A local authority may delegate to any department, division, official, or
employee of the local authority the responsibility for issuing approvals, conducting
inspections, or carrying out any other duty specified under this subsection.

SECTION 5. Initial applicability.
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1 (1) This act first applies to motor vehicles operated on the effective date of this

2 subsection.

3 (END)



