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Fiscal Estimate Narratives
CTS 10/18/2005

LRB Number 05-3347/1 Introduction Number AB-717 Estimate Type  Original
Subject

Felony murder statute expansion to include all felonies

Assumptions Used in Arriving at Fiscal Estimate

This bill expands the list of felonies that can be considered and lead to a charge of felony murder. Under
current law, a person may be charged with felony murder if he or she commits, or attempts to commit, one
of six specified felonies, and causes the death of another person while committing or attempting to commit
that crime.

It is impossible to predict how many such crimes will be filed in the circuit court. Felony proceedings
generally require additional court appearances and more court hearings than misdemeanors and are more
likely to result in trials. The felonies to which felony murder charges may be added are among the most
serious crimes and often require more time and a disproportionate amount of court resourceés for the number
of proceedings brought. The increased penalties may also lead more persons to challenge the underlying
charges.

Additional proceedings require additional judge, court reporter, court staff and juror time. These costs are
borne by both the state and the county. An accurate estimate of the additional costs is impossible with the
data available.

Long-Range Fiscal Implications



