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Fiscal Estimate Narratives
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LRB Number 05-2742/1 Introduction Number AB-580 Estimate Type  Original

Subject

Property tax exemption for property held in the public trust; fish populations

Assumptions Used in Arriving at Fiscal Estimate

Under current law, property that is owned by, or held in trust for, a nonprofit organization and used to
preserve native wild plant or native wild animal life is exempt from property taxes if the following conditions
are met: (1) the property is open to the public, subject to reasonable restrictions, (2) no pecuniary profit
accrues to any owner or member of the association, and (3) the county board has not determined that the
property does not meet the above conditions.

The bill expands the exemption to include property of nonprofit organizations that is used to improve or
stabilize fish populations.

Under the bill, at least two parcels in the City of Fond du Lac, with a total market value of about $115,000,
would become exempt. At the 2004/05 net tax rate of $22.03 per $1,000 full value, about $2,530 in property
taxes would be shifted to owners of taxable property. State forestry taxes would decrease by about $23
($115,000 X 0.0002).

Wisconsin has several nonprofit organizations dedicated to protecting and promoting fish species, wetland
preservation, river restoration, and related activities that could affect fish populations. Some of the property
owned by these organizations has been exempted, notably under the exemption for educational and
benevolent associations. The extent to which these organizations own property that is taxed is unknown. As
a result, it is possible that the tax shifts noted earlier could be understated.

Long-Range Fiscal Implications
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