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" League of Women Voters of ‘Wlsconsm, Inc. Lo
(0122 State Street, Madxson WI 53703-2500 http fwww Iwywiorg o
" Phone 608/256~€3827 Fax 608f256 ‘?853 Emas} iw&w;sconsm@iwwq org R

Statement to the Assembiy Committee on Campalgns and ﬁlectmns

In Opposztmn to Assembly Jomt Resolutwn 36
Mav 12 2{){}5 RO

s : -The League of Women Votﬁ:rs of Wzsconsm 13 opposed to A.TR 36 wh;ch seeks o make nega’{we unnecebqarv and S Bt

fet unfair chdnges 10 Wisconsin’® 8 iong and proud history of mcluswe zmd fair eiectlons Earher this year we opposed '

' AB 63 on the groamds that requiring photo identification and elzmmatmg the ab;hty of an elector to utilize -

. cez‘roboratlon in order to register to vote is unjuszlﬁeé The League s posmon is based on our. iong~stanéxng

S -.-'._;)rmcupie {hat every citizen should be protected in the nght 10 vote and on our spemﬁc posmons related to e]ecuon :': S

[ laws, reﬂectsng member conthzons that proiecimg i:he rlght 10 vote is part of %he League s basw puxpose o

B _..-The proposed amendment is even more deplorabie {han AJB63 and it 1eaves m&ch me]ear T’or example AIR 36 X e

“does not address how it will be appheci m the case of abseniee voting or eariy voting. There is no mention of - G
SR 'exemptlons for those in fong-term care, Itis silent on the issue of how the program will ’{Je funded “Who, ot w%zai IRORSSRE
s agency, will pick up the costs? Will voters be charged for the photo Jdentlﬁcatmn cards? ‘Would state and federa§ Ll

" employees who have photo 1éent1ﬁcat1oz§ cards or badges for- thar work §)e abie o’ use those? How a%aout studcnt TR
B IDS ;ssued by ihe Umversny of WISCOI}SIH a state mstlmtlon‘? SR - : : :

o Then there is the 1ssue of mitroducmg thls as a ccmsiltuimnai amenciment Memam Webster s Dictzonary of Law o

i defines a'constitution as “the basic prmczples and laws of a nation, state, or social group that determine the powers: - SR

e '_'and duties of the govemment and guarantee certain rights to ‘the people init.” The proposed requiremem ofa state _. - o
" or federal-issued photo identification card in order to vote does not fall into tiae category of basic pnnc;ples and - NS,
' "iaws that determine the powers aﬂci dunes of the ;_,overnmeni and it certamly does not guarantee any rights that are S

L not already Uuaranteed to Wisconsin’ cmzens ‘In addition, while AJR 36 provides for exemption by the Eeviblature B o

o of any class of electors frorn the 1D requzrement with the concurrence ‘of two-thirds of the- mem%ers present a:
- const1tu§10na§ amendmeni 15 2 ialrly rigxd law whlch cannot aﬁd should not ’oe easziy changeé :

U Somc human error in electlon admmlstratlon 15 ail bui mevxtable When tilere is very high Voier tu“{nout and it

B : Gccasmnally results in the kmé of dzscrepanc;es reported in }am;ary by the Milwaukee ]ourna[ Semmel (’\/EJ S)

- Proponents of AB 63 ’ba,seé thenr position-on the possibility that thousands of votes may have been cast
~ fraudulently.” hwesngatlon ﬁndmgs released this week indicate that the numbﬁr ef cases of actual ﬁ'aad was {mly
<100, and that as many as-200 felons voteé mapp;opmateiy In many more cases the discrepanc;es were the result
_:.'of mnocent m;stakes made ona busy day ' - . TR R :

= '_: Ti'ie numbers of people who could be d1senfranchised by the proposed amendment is much greater The Dept of

3 Transportatlon estimated in 2003 that approx1mately 130, 000 pcoplfz of votmg age across the state did not have a .' S :.:" i
driver’s license and that only 20% of these ‘people would ever get the necessary documentation if a very similar bill R

“from last session; 2003 AB 111; became law." The birden will be greatest for those people - 1nc§udzng the eIderiy,

S lowsincome; mmorlty, hamekss or handwapped for whom it is most inconvenient to take off work, get -

o ftransportahon stand in line, and apply for the documentauon In addailon AJR 36 will corﬁplxcate corroborétioﬁ
__pmcedures ﬁza{ cun’en’dy facﬁlta%e Votmg fO? mcimduals who are hospztai;zed or hvmg m long’tefm care famh‘ues

o _-'To reduce errozs a5’ we i1, as fraud we shouid fecus on posnwe referm measufes rather Ihan enacﬁ 1eg1§lanon that

--mhibns voting and piaces an unfair burden on certain groups of voters. The League supports measures 1o put more S

: '..1: poﬁ worksrs at thf: pcﬁls on Eleca(m Da} and promde better trammg for p0§1 workers and eiec‘aon 0fﬁcza§s

L ;_:Let us no% attempt to change an e§ect0ra§ process w%;;ch is not bmkeﬁ ;nstead let us focus on reforms to 1mprove an"' S

S election system tainted. by spemal mlezest znﬂuences and out»oﬁconz'{o} campalgn spendmg We urge you to mte

_agamst ﬂns amer}dment

__'._T_hankyqu .f_o_r ih;sopportumtytores‘,pond S
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PO '._'Thank you Representatwe Kerkman Chairman Freese and members of 1he Connmttee for ﬁus_' S

e 'ouis‘iandmg opportumty te speak to you on a sub}ect S0 close to me

o Hawever I res;de in a vﬂiage }usi 18 mﬂes southwest

| -As you know piacmg any reSIdency resmci:ons on an appomted posmon can be extremeiy

- Poilce Ofﬁcers may not ilve m f:he Mumclpailty they Work however they are never stnpped

: of any of thezr responsﬂ)ﬂmes on any one particuiar day of the year for that

- _-..I am a bonded empioyee 1 icﬁce an Gath of Ofﬂce Accordmg to the current ieglsiation I can o S

R _ reglste:r VOiBI‘S every dav ef the year exceg on Electzon Day I stand bﬁfore yoa Eoday to

b lf'..my hand fmm Clerks Who heard ﬁns Bill wouid be before you Iﬂ tlme I couid prodace 5w6 e i

o ':times ﬂns amotmi

s My name 1s Dlana Dyksira I am an Appomted Mumclpai Clerk for the Caty o§ Lake Gfmeva S |

o _--"_-:':detrzmental io a Mumcipahty FII'S‘{ and foremest zt is absolutely more lmportant to have ihe S

i ':_ _most quahﬁed mdwldua} for ihe Job of Mumclpal Clerk It is very smniar ‘Eo the reason .:' S

-'. -""__:Thf: best example of how important this 1egisiatzon 18, Can be toid m: one Clerk s story durmg i

e -Z_'_own hands When she saw voiers Get anvfered and s‘iart ]eavmo ihe lme She began to heljp

_:_ .was no diffemnt than what she was authorlzed to do tha day before the e}ecnon Her steppmg mo

SR -'_'_the Premdentlal Eiectlon on November 2 20(}4 Thas Clerk watched a hne of people Waltmg' : S
= i :.'to VO‘{S that Was close io 2 hours iong Accordmg to thls iaw she vvas gust supposed 10 w&tch - : i

g k :'because she doesn tresuie in the mumcipahiy In the end thIS Ciefk Eook matters mto her g Gl

S :process reﬁzstratzons and Venf} 1dent1ﬁcat10ns so the walt ceuId be reduced substanila]}y It '_ e i



~Uinnot '_on}y_fe's_téfed pﬁbiic trust, but assisted in restoring accuracy in the vd‘;_i_ng';iroéés_s. S

= .In the Clty of Lake Geneva apprommately ?I% of all ihe votes cast m the 1ast Premdeniiai

' .E}ectlon were new first tlme reg;strants Thls ﬁgure is far greater than everz the totaI

= i number of votes cast m the September Pr;mary

i ;}'What vou mav noﬁ reahze 1s that each Mummpal Clerk is: ultlmateiy rcspouszble for thf: entzre _3 Sy
'”'".-'.clectaon process {m Electmn Day So whv would YOu glve ihem auihcnty ever}/ oﬁher day of - _:' Lnn
L the year and noz on the most 1mportant day" Why would you gwe them the authonty to

SHN coilect taxasj set assessments 1ssue hcenses and germﬁs or even create the poil hst but not to":.f:'_.' et

e ':register voters on Elec‘uon Day

..'_S_Many Clerks have no 1dea thxs regu}atlon even ex;sts Sc i am hopeful th;s age oid

S _1cgislat10n is s;mply an overswhi thai can be corrected mth your heip Ciearlv zt 1S an RO R

o 3:.. 1mpo;tant step to contmue to provadc the person in charge on E}ectlon Day Wlth the Same . o e

iy authonty they had the days before and the days after ihe EIectlon

'_I am smcere when I ask not oniy for myself but the needs of Mumc;pal Cierks around the

L State for ymﬁ dedlcated suppori for thls change

Thank yOu i RRTHIEE

Drana Dyiﬁ:stm CMC

S 'Czty ofLake Geneva S



