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STEVE WIECKERT

STATE REPRESENTATIVE

@@m?ﬁ@ﬁi’s:
(e 6V Bril Frig

November 21, 2005

The Honorable Ann Nischke
State Representative
Room 8 North; State Capitol

Dear Ann,

| would like to request that you and the members of the Committee on Insurance
consider a bill | have authored that is in your committee.

AB 789 deals with health care providers such as doctors that volunteer their
services at free medical clinics. This bill clarifies current practice and would help
encourage doctors to volunteer at these free clinics for our low-income citizens.
This bill was assigned to the committee on October 31, 2005.

Thank you fof your assistance and consideration of this bill.

teve Wieckert
tate Representative
57™ Assembly District
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Testimony of State Representative
Steve Wieckert

Assembly Bill 789 — Promoting Doctor’s Services
at Free Health Care Clinics
Assembly Committee on Insurance
328 Northwest — February 9, 2006

Good morning Chairwoman Ann Nischke and committee members. Thank
you for holding a hearing today on Assembly Bill 789, which will promote Doctor's
services at free healthcare clinics in Wisconsin.

Healthcare is a challenge for many Wisconsin citizens, especially low-
income individuals. Wisconsin has numerous free clinics around the state where
these low-income individuals can go to receive some basic healthcare services.
The free clinics provide an invaluable service to our communities, and numerous
doctors around the state are willing to volunteer their time to work at them.

Currently, the Department of Health & Family Services (DHFS) has a
program that allows certain medical professionals to be covered by the state for
medical malpractice purposes. However, it is unclear under current law whether
this protection is extended to doctors who currently have their own medical
malpractice insurance. This puts active doctors at a disadvantage and acts as a
disincentive for them to volunteer at free clinics.

In addition, | have personally been contacted by a number of Doctors in
Appleton, who have stopped, or are strongly considering not volunteering at free
clinics in the area because of concerns over malpractice coverage.

This legislation makes it clear that doctors practicing at free medical clinics
are serving as agents of the state and are granted state coverage regardless of
whether the doctors have an active practice or are retired. This bill covers all
volunteer healthcare providers including: doctors, dentists, registered nurses,
optometrists, and physician assistants.

This bill will help insure there are enough medical professionals to provide
healthcare to low-income individuals in Wisconsin. We should not allow
bureaucratic red tape and ambiguities in the statutes prevent willing volunteers
from providing medical assistance to those in need in Wisconsin.

Assembly Bill 789 is supported by the Wisconsin Academy of Family
Physicians.

Thank you. At this time | would be happy to answer any questions of the
committee.
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Memo

TO: Chairperson Nischke; Assembly Insurance Committee members
FROM: Wisconsin Academy of Family Physicians

DATE: February 9, 2006

RE: Support for Assembly Bill 789

The Wisconsin Academy of Family Physicians strongly supports Assembly Bill 789,
which could help increase the availability of health care services for the uninsured. On
behalf of our 2,200 physician members, we respectfully request your support for AB 789
and would ask you to pass it out of committee without delay.

Under Wisconsin’s Volunteer Health Care Provider Program (VHCPP), physicians are
considered agents of the siafe when in the course of providing free health care services to
low-income. uninsured individuals. Any judgments against a state agent physician for
malpractice committed in the course of their volunteer duties may not exceed $250,000
and may not include punitive damages. However, any judgment must first be drawn from
a physician’s private hiability insurance coverage.

Assembly Bill 789 would provide state agent status to volunteer physicians under
VHCPP, regardless of whether the physician has medical malpractice insurance coverage
that extends to the provision of their volunteer services. In addition, the bill specifies any
medical hability insurance policy providing coverage for a physician’s services may
exclude coverage for services that the physician provides as a volunteer.

Again, the Wisconsin Academy of Family Physicians would ask you to support Assembly
Bill 789. If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact our government
affairs consultants, Tim Hoven or Michael Welsh, at (608) 310-8833.



