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o Senate

Committee on Natural Resources and Transportation

Record of Committee Proceedings

Clearinghouse Rule 05-016
Relating to deer hunting as it relates to the management of chronic wasting disease.
Submitted by Department of Natural Resources.

May 05, 2005 Referred to Committee on Natural Resources and Transportation.
May 26, 2005 PUBLIC HEARING HELD

Present:  (5) Senators Kedzie, Stepp, Kapanke, Wirch and
Breske.
Absent:  (0) None.

Appearances For
e Bill Vander Zowen — WI Department of Natural Resources
¢ Alan Crossley — WI Department of Natural Resources

Appearances Against
e None.

Appearances for Information Only
e None.

Registrations For
e None.

Registrations Against
e None.

June 17, 2005 NO ACTION TAKEN

Dan Johnson
Committee Clerk
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CWD in Wisconsin:
A Snapshot




Distribution of CWD in Captive and Wild Deer and Elk in North America

Map Last Updated
5/5/2005

Courtesy of CWD Alliance -

@ cwo infected Wild

' States Where CWD Has

Cervid Populations

Been Found in Captive
Cervid Populations

(#) Indicates total
number of captive herds
infected. Many have
been eliminated. -

Locations of CWD Positive White-tailed Deer
in Wisconsin and Hlinois (May, 2005)*
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* Wi locations as of 5/6/05
liiinots locations as of 5/1/05.
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2004 WI Test Results

# Sampled |# Analyzed |# Positives
DEZ’ 10856 10856 136
HRZ 7476 7476 8
Remainder 768 768 1
4 4 0
Total 19104 19104 145




2002-03 CWD Infection Rates of Adult Deer within the
CWD "Core" Area of lowa and Dane Counties, Wisconsin
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Legend
—— Mgor Highway % of Adult Deer Infected
County Highway i~ 0%- 2%
|~ ~12004 CWD DEZ 2%- 4%

F o lcwpcore Area g 4%- 6%
[ County Boundary g 69.- 8%
[JCityorvilage  mEE 8%- 10%

N B 10%- 12%
5557 not enough samples
to estimate

Wisconsin Department of Natwral Resowrces
GIS Services Section
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Wikdtife ResearchUnit
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More on Disease Prevalence

* Although the Western DEZ is 1320 square

miles in size, > 80% of positive animals fall
within a 126 square mile area

* 10 out of more than 7500 fawns tested

positive

 Prevalence increases with age and rate of

increase is faster in males than females

Proportion Positive

Prevalence in Core
Among Adult Deer 2002-2004
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Prevalence In Core Area

2003

B Females M Males

TB Prevalence in MI Core Area

o1

1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003

Source: Graham Hickling, MSU




2005 Western DEZ
Population Estimate

~28 deer/mi? of deer habitat
~17 deer/mi? of gross area

Core Area
Population Estimates
* in 2003 ~ 35 deer/mi? of deer habitat

* in 2004 ~ 28 deer/mi? -19%
* in 2005 ~ 23 deer/mi? -20%




DMU 70A

Population Estimates

 in 2004 ~ 34 deer/mi? deer habitat
e in 2005 ~ 30 deer/mi2-13%

Simulated Population Trend 70A
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2005 Eastern DEZ
Population Estimate

~50 deer/mi? of deer habitat
~8 deer/mi? of total land area

CWD Research in Wisconsin
34 different projects

* Deer Population
Ecology

* Disease Dynamics

e Hunter Behavior -
Economics

* Genetics

» Deer Population Size
‘Monitoring

* Related Studies




Three

Challenging Issues

Disposal

Disposal costs are significant and could be
reduced 1f we could landfill untested
carcasses and waste.

Costs:

* 02 - $1 million
* 03-3500K

*+ 04-3%500K




Just how hard will a deer hunter




What Do People Think?

» Statewide surveys continue to show 70-80% of
WI hunters surveyed think CWD should be
eliminated from wild deer herd

* But that doesn’t mean 70-80% are in lock step
with how we are going about it. We have to
continue to learn and adapt.




Why It’s Important
To Keep At It

* No scientific evidence that CWD will burn itself out if
left alone.

* Virtually all white-tailed deer in Wisconsin are
genetically susceptible to CWD.

* A simulation model suggests that if left unmanaged
over the next 10-30 years, CWD will spread widely
throughout WI and prevalence will increase to more
than 40% of adult deer.

* Surveys of deer hunters suggest that nearly half would
stop hunting if prevalence increases to 50%.

Goal: A Healthy Deer Herd




Keys to Success

Hunters and landowners
Captive cervid producers

Cooperation among sister agencies
Adequate human and financial resources

Long term commitment

Aggressive effort now to contain spread,
reduce prevalence, and shorten time
required to eradicate the disease

The Big Pi

cture
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