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1 AN ACT #repeal 59.79 (4), 101.80 (2), 101.82 (3), 101.82 (3m), 101.84 (2), 101.86

2 (2), 101.865, 101.87 (2), 101.87 (3) and 101.87 (4); to renumber and amend
3 101.80 (1) and 101.86 (3); to amend 86.16 (2), 101.02 (20) (a), 101.02 (21) (a),
4 subchapter IV (title) of chapter 101 [precedes 101.80], 101.82 (1), 101.82 (2),
5 101.86 (1) (a), 101.86 (1) (c), 101.87 (1), 101.88 (1), 101.88 (2), 101.88 (3), 182.018
6 (3) and 289.33 (3) (d); to repeal and recreate 101.87 (title); and to create
7 15.157 (14), 101.01 (2s), 101.01 (14m), 101.82 (1g), 101.82 (1m), 101.82 (1r),
8 101.82 (2m), 101.82 (3r), 101.84 (3), 101.862, 101.87 (5) and 101.87 (6) of the
9 statutes; relating to: the state electrical wiring code; regulation of electricians,
10 electrical contractors, and electrical inspectors; electrical inspection services
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Analy{is by the Legislative Reference Bureau ond

Regulation by Department of Commerce f/ st ot 5@%"»«}

Under current laW, the Department of Commerce (Commei‘ce) promulgates
rules for i@ electric constructlon in public buildings and places of em loyment and
¢ Ter theins; :“awmmr.sm!"% StFUct Wmmgrg&al o-promulgates rutes for-th T
\ WMMr but-tiot its eonstruction/in places where farmmg is
conducted. This bill expands Commerce’s duty in thls regard 1;0 promulgate a state
wiring code that establishes standards for installing, repa1 ing, and malntamlng
electrical wiring, regardless of what type of building is invglved. It also requires
°/ Commerce to promulgate rules for the 1nspect10n of all elec rlcal wiring. The bill
i eﬁnes electrlcal Wlnng’ to be equipment and W1r1ng for the production and control

fax the equipment and wiring use(i by public utilitiegdadr
i m@%fansmmsmmkf electricity to fhelr

" Under current 1aw every contractor des1gner and owner must use materials,
methods and equipt t-conform-with the rule: ”H”escmﬁeﬁ” a‘ﬁ%bﬂl
{expands thisTequirement S0 that all persons must use materiats;

lequipment that-eonform-with-the state electrical wiring co%wwwwmw«
s and electricians . e

Commerce must admmlster E/Mgram for certlfymgz j

(mumc1pahﬁy) to license contr ; oI contractor-has as an employeg
;and at least onié master electrician. Current law equires that a master electricia
\pass an examination . administered by Commerce.'y However, current law does no
spec1fically require that a person who works as an electrician be licensed or certified
by Commerce. Under this bill, a municipality may no longer license a contractor,
resulting in the elimination of any requirement that electrical contractors be
licensed or certified either by a municipality or the state. Also, the bill specifically
prohibits municipalities from registering or licensing electricians. Instead, under
the bill, Commerce is required to promulgate rules for the licensing and examination
of all types of electricians, including journeyman and master electricians, but
excluding beginning electricians. Under the bill, beginning electricians are required
to be registered but do not need to pass an examination. The bill requires that any
person working as an electrician must be registered or licensed by Commerce, with
certain exemptions. The bill also requires that no person may do electrical work
unless a master electrician is at all times responsible for the work.

The bill specifies several persons who are exempt from licensing or registration,
including individuals who perform certain types of electrical work on their own
residences or in their own facilities, persons who perform electrical work on elevators
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In addmon 0 mles required to be promulgated by Commerce for all
electricians, the bill imposes specific requirements as to the amount of experience
necessary to be licensed as a residential or nonresidential journeyman electrician.

Electrical inspections c%w@w o m@é@t@ﬁw

minimum state requirements. Under current laW Commerce is required to contract
with a municipality for inspections of electrical wiring for compliance with state law
if the municipality has ena(%ted such an ordlnance and if Commerce is requested to
do so by the mumclpahty

request of the owner or tenant, inspect the exterior and interior wiring of a public
building or pla,ce of employm nt to determine compliance with state Iaw Current

This bill éiimimatesathafithese provisions{ Tz 43:.5,&4;&._44 PETHLE Commerce
@omulgate rules establishing standards and a process for tl elngpectlon of
electrical wiring, including the inspection of electrical wiring for which a
municipality does not provide inspection. The bill specifically prohibits
municipalities from certifying electrical inspectors.

For further information see the state and local fiscal estimate, which will be
printed as an appendix to this bill.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:

SECTION 1. 15.157 (14) of the statutes is created to read:

15.157 (14) ELECTRICIANS COUNCIL. There is created in the department of
commerce an electricians council consisting of 6 members. One member shall be an
employee of the department of commerce who is selected by the secretary of

¢ Shall ABLOHAN
commerce and WhO@ASGWB as%secretar f@r the council. Two members shall be
master electricians licensed under subch. IV of ch. 101, 2 members shall be
Jjourneymen electricians licensed under subch. IV of ch. 101, and one member shall

be an electrical inspector certified under subch. IV of ch. 101. The 5 members who



oy Ot A W

N
SR,
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are not employees of the department of commerce shall be appointed by the secretary
of commerce for 4-year terms.

SECTION 2. 59.79 (4) of the statutes is repealed.

SECTION 3. 86.16 (2) of the statutes is amended to read:

86.16 (2) All poles used in the construction of such lines shall be set in such
manner as not to interfere with the use of such highway by the public, nor with the
use of the adjoining land by the owner thereof; and all pole lines shall hereafter be

constructed so as to meet the requirements of the Wiseensin provisions of the state

electrical code promulgated by the public service commission.
20 (o)
SECTION 4. 101¢01428),of the statutes is created to read:
@ Um)

101.0142s) “Electrical wiring” means all equipment, wiring, material, fittings,

devices, appliances, fixtures, and apparatus used for the production, modification,

regulation, control, distribution, utilization, or safeguarding of electrical energy for '

mechanical, chemical, cosmetic, heating, lighting, or similar purposes, as specified

equipment, wiring, material, fittings, devices, appliances, fixtures, and apparat
(3o1by an electrlc cooperative
o, WAFLLG f*f" 2 f;~«

customers or members.
ioso (&)
SECTIONI 5. 40101 £34m) of the statutes is created to read

101.01 % “State electrical wiring code” means the rules promulgated under
s. 101.82 (1) for electrical wiring.
SECTION 6. 101.02 (20) (a) of the statutes is amended to read:
101.02 (20) (a) For purposes of this subsection, “license” means a licens,é,

permit or certificate of certification or registration issued by the department under
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1 ss. 101.09 (3) (c), 101.122 (2) (), 101.143 (2) (g), 101.15 (2) (e), 101.17, 101.177 (4) (a),
2 101.178 (2) or (3) (a), 101.63 (2) or (2m), 101.653, 101.73 (5) or (6), 101.82 {2),-101.87
(1m) and (2), 101.935, 101.95, 101.951, 101.952, 145.02 (4), 145.035, 145.045, 145.15,

3
4 145.16, 145.165, 145.17, 145.175, 145.18 or 167.10 (6m).

5 SECTION 7. 101.02 (21) (a) of the statutes is amended to read:
6 101.02 (21) (a) In this subsection, “license” means a license, permit or
7 certificate of certification or registration issued by the department under s. 101.09

8 (3) (¢), 101.122 (2) (c), 101.143 (2) (g), 101.15 (2) (e), 101.17, 101.177 (4) (a), 101.178
9 (2) or (3) (a), 101.63 (2), 101.653, 101.73 (5) or (6), 101.82 £2),-161.87 (1m) and (2),
10 101.935, 101.95, 101.951, 101.952, 145.02 (4), 145.035, 145.045, 145.15, 145.16,

11 145.165, 145.17, 145.175, 145.18 or 167.10 (6m).

12 SECTION 8. Subchapter IV (title) of chapter 101 [precedes 101.80] of the
13 statutes is amended to read:

14 CHAPTER 101

15 SUBCHAPTER IV

16 INSPECTION-OF ELECTRICAL CONSTRUCTION WIRING AND

17

18 JQURNE%’JMEN—AND-BEGIMHNG ELECTRICIANS L

.

SE&TION 9. 101.80 (1) of the statutes is renumbered 101.80 (1r) and amended

19

\ to read:

21 (\‘ 101.80 (lr) "‘“‘*«Municipality” means 2 city, town, village aﬁé county. ;
23 SECTION 11. 101.82 (1) of the statutes is amended to re;(;:
24 101.82 (1)

25
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condueted Promulgate by rule a state electrical wiring code that establishes

standards for installing, repairing, and maintaining electrical wiring. Where
feasible, the standards-used-shall- be-those rules shall reflect nationally recognized-

SEcTION 12. 101.82 (1g) of the statutes is created to read:

101.82 (1g) Consult with the electricians council created under s. 15.157 (14)
in promulgating the rules for the examination, registration, licensing, and
supervision of electricians.

SECTION 13. 101.82 (1m) of the statutes is created to read:

101.82 (1m) Promulgate rules that establish criteria and procedures for the
registration of beginning electricians and for the examination and licensing of
different types of electricians, including journeymen electricians and master
electricians.

SEcCTION 14. 101.82 (1r) of the statutes is created to read:

101.82 (1r) Promulgate rules that establish requirements for the supervision
of beginning electricians.

SECTION 15. 101.82 (2) of the statutes is amended to read:

101.82 (2) Promulgate rules that establish criteria and procedures for the

of electrical

SECTION 16. 101.82 (2m) of the statutes is created to read:
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101.82 (2m) Promulgate rules that establish standards and a process for the

inspection of electrical wiring, including the inspection of electrical wiring for which
- a municipality does not provide inspection under s. 101.86 (1).

SECTION 17. 101.82 (3) of the statutes is repealed.

SECTION 18. 101.82 (3m) of the statutes is repealed.

SECTION 19. 101.82 (3r) of the statutes is created to read:

101.82 (8r) Promulgate rules that establish criteria and a process for the
suspension or revocation of registrations issued to beginning electricians, licenses
issued to electricians, and certifications issued to electrical inspectors.

SECTION 20. 101.84 (2) of the statutes is repealed.

SECTION 21. 101.84 (3) of the statutes is created to read:

101.84 (3) Promulgate rules to differentiate the scope of installation, repair, or
maintenance of electrical wiring that may be performed by different types of
electricians, including beginning electricians, journeyman electricians, and master
electricians.

SECTION 22. 101.86 (1) (a) of the statutes is amended to read:

101.86 (1) (a) Exercise jurisdiction over electrical eonstruetion wiring and

inspection of electrical

An ordinance enacted under this paragraph may not be less restrictive than this
subchapter. A county ordinance shall apply in any city, village, or town whieh that

has not enacted such an ordinance.

SECTION 23. 101.86 (1) (¢) of the statutes is amended to read:
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BILL SECTION 23

101.86 (1) (c) By ordinance, establish and collect fees to defray the cost of
jurisdiction exercised under par. (a) or (b) er-a-contract-undersub.(2). |

SECTION 24. 101.86 (2) of the statutes is repealed.

SECTION 25. 101.86 (3) of the statutes is renumbered 101.86 (3) (a) and amended
to read:

101.86 (3) (a) The cost of inspection services provided by any county whieh that
has enacted an ordinance under sub. (1) or-contracted-undersub—(2), if not defrayed
by fees, shall be charged to or taxed upen against the property within those cities,
villages, and towns in the county whieh that have not enacted aloeal construetion
and-inspeetion an ordinance under sub. (1) er—contracted-under sub.(2),-and-ne,

except as provided in par. (b).

(b) No part of the cost of inspection services, if not defrayed by fees, may be
charged to or taxed against the property within any city, village, or town which that
has enacted such an ordinance or-eontraeted under sub. (2) (1).

SECTION 26. 101.862 of the statutes is created to read:

'101.862 License, registration, or certification required. (1) No person
may install, repair, or maintain electrical wiring unless the person is licensed as an
electrician by the department or unless the person is registered as a beginning
electrician by the department.

(2) No person who is not a master electrician may install, repair, or maintain
electrical wiring unless a master electrician is at all times responsible for the
person’s work.

(3) Subsections (1) and (2) do not apply to any of the following:
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(a) A residential property owner who installs, repairs, or maintains electrical
wiring on premises that the property owner owns and occupies as a residence, unless
a license or registration issued by the department is required by local ordinance.

(b) A person engaged in maintaining or repairing electrical wiring within a
facility or on premises owned or leased by the person or by an entity for which the
person is an agent.

(¢) A person engaged in installing, repairing, or maintaining electrical wiring,
apparatus, or equipment for elevators and escalators.

(d) A person engaged in installing, repairing, or maintaining equipment or
systems that operate at 50 volts or less.

(e) A person engaged in installing, repairing, or maintaining an electronic
system designed to monitor a premises for the presence of an emergency, to issue an

alarm for an emergency, or to detect and summon aid for an emergency.

(f) A person engaged in installing, repairing, or maintaining €énftnudni

@%gmmmmﬁmﬁﬁ‘ﬁﬁ% 2lctircal wicind g £ Hans Missin

%ﬁ*‘f? - ¢€i§ﬁwx g‘ﬁff;ﬁ@g vA4 Spld 600
(g) A person engaged in installing, repairing, or malntalnmg manufactured (1>

equipment or a manufactured system that is designed to provide a function that is
not primarily electrical in nature if the installing, repairing, or maintaining does not
involve the delivery of electrical current to the equipment or the system.

(h) A person engaged in installing electrical wiring for components of a
manufactured home, as defined in s. 101.91 (2), while the manufactured home is at \f

or in the facility at which it is being manufactured. WW§

Z
(4) A municipality may not impose any registration, licensing, or certification S

requirements on electricians or electrical inspectors.

SECTION 27. 101.865 of the statutes is repealed.
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SECTION 28. 101.87 (title) of the statutes is repealed and recreated to read:
101.87 (title) Requirements for journeymen electricians.

SECTION 29. 101.87 (1) of the statutes is amended to read:

101.87 (1)

contractors;—that—persons—who—suecessfully—complete The rules governing the

licensing of journeymen electricians under s. 101.82 (1m) shall require that an

applicant for licensure as a journevman electrician who is not a residential

journeyman electrician have at least one of the following qualifications:
(a) Completion of an apprenticeship program lasting—for in_installing,

repairing, and maintaining electrical wiring that has a duration of at least 4 years

and that is approved by the U.S. department of labor and by the department orpass

ed of workforce

development.

(b) Experience in installing, repairing, and maintaining electrical wiring for at

least 48 months and h
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examination required by the department for journeymen electricians who are not

residential journeymen electricians.
SECTION 30. 101.87 (2) of the statutes is repealed.

SEcTION 31. 101.87 (3) of the statutes is repealed.

SECTION 32. 101.87 (4) of the statutes is repealed.

SECTION 33. 101.87 (5) of the statutes is created to read:

101.87 (8) The rules promulgated under s. 101.82 (1m) shall require that an
applicant for licensure as a residential journeyman electrician have at least one of
the following qualifications:

(a) Completion of an apprenticeship program in installing, repairing, and
maintaining residential electrical wiring that has a duration of at least 3 years and
that is approved by the U.S. department of labor and by the department of workforce
development.

(b) Experience in installing, repairing, and maintaining electrical wiring for at
least 36 months, and passage of an examination required by the department for
residential journeymen electricians.

SECTION 34. 101.87 (6) of the statutes is created to read:

101.87 (6) (a) Any person who has installed electrical wiring for at least 7 years

shall be licensed by the department as a journeyman electrician without having to
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BILL SECTION 34
comply with the requirements of sub. (1), if the person applies within 365 days after
the effective date of this paragraph .... [revisor inserts date).

(b) Any person who has installed electrical wiring for at least 5 years shall be
licensed by the department as a residential journeyman electrician without having
to comply with sub. (5), if the person applies within 365 days after who are subject
to registration, licensing, or certification by the department under this subchapter
the effective date of this paragraph .... [revisor inserts date].

(c) The installation of electrical wiring that is exempt under s. 101.862 (3) (a)
to (h) of the statutes may not be considered to be experience in installing electrical
wiring for purposes of pars. (a) and (b).

SECTION 35. 101.88 (1) of the statutes is amended to read:

101.88 (1) Every centractor, designer-and-owner person installing, repairing,
or maintaining electrical wiring shall use building materials, methods, and
equipment which are in conformance with the rules-adopted by the department
under-this-subehapter state electrical wiring code.

SECTION 36. 101.88 (2) of the statutes is amended to read:

101.88(2) All inspections of electrical wiring shall be made by persons certified

by the department as an electrical inspector.

SECTION 37. 101.88 (3) of the statutes is amended to read:

101.88 (3) Exeept-as-provided-unders-101.865(2), wheever Any person who

violates this subchapter or any rule promulgated under this subchapter shall forfeit

to the state not less than $25 nor more than $500 for each violation. Each day of

violation constitutes a separate offense.

SECTION 38. 182.018 (3) of the statutes is amended to read:
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182.018 (3) All wires strung over any railroad on or after August 1, 1949, shall

be strung in such a way as to meet requirements of the Wisconsin provisions of the

state electrical code promulgated by the public service commission. Any person

stringing wires in violation of the code shall be subject to a forfeiture of not more than

$100 nor less than $25. Each 10-day period, after the first day, that such violation
occurs shall be a separate violation and shall subject the violator to an additional
forfeiture of not less than $25 nor more than $100 for each such violation.

SECTION 39. 289.33 (3) (d) of the statutes is amended to read:

289.33 (3) (d) “Local approval” includes any requirement for a permit, license,
authorization, approval, variance or exception or any restriction, condition of
approval or other restriction, regulation, requirement or prohibition imposed by a
charter ordinance, general ordinance, zoning ordinance, resolution or regulation by
a town, city, village, county or special purpose district, including without limitation
because of enumeration any ordinance, resolution or regulation adopted under s.
59.03 (2), 59.11 (5), 59.42 (1), 59.48, 59.51 (1) and (2), 59.52 (2), (5), (), (7), (8), (9),
(11), (12), (13), (15), (16), (17), (18), (19), (20), (21), (22), (23), (24), (25), (26) and (27),
59.53 (1), (2), (3), (4), (5), (), (8), (9), (11), (12), (13), (14), (15), (19), (20) and (23),
59.535 (2), (3) and (4), 59.54 (1), (2), (3), (4), (4m), (5), (6), (7), (8), (10), (11), (12), (16),
(17), (18), (19), (20), (21), (22), (23), (24), (25) and (26), 59.55 (3), (4), (5) and (6), 59.56
(1), (2), @), (6), (6), (1), (9), (10), (11), (12), (12m), (13) and (186), 59.57 (1), 59.58 (1) and
(5), 59.62, 59.69, 59.692, 59.693, 59.696, 59.697, 59.698, 59.70 (1), (2), (3), (5), (7), (8),
(9), (10), (11), (21), (22) énd (23), 59.79 (1), (2), (3), 45 (5), (6), (), (8), (10) and (11),
59.792 (2) and (3), 59.80, 59.82, 60.10, 60.22, 60.23, 60.54, 60.77, 61.34, 61.35, 61.351,
61.354, 62.11, 62.23, 62.231, 62.234, 66.0101, 66.0415, 87.30, 91.73, 196.58, 200.11

(8), 236.45, 281.43 or 349.16 or subch. VIII of ch. 60.
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SECTION 40. Nonstatutory provisions.

(1) ELECTRICIANS COUNCIL. Notwithstanding the length of terms specified for
the members of the electricians council under section 15.157 (14) of the statutes, as
created by this act, the initial members who are electricians shall be appointed for
the following terms:

(a) One member who is a master electriciar} and one member who is a
journeyman electrician for terms expiring on July 1,%{9”

(b) One member who is a master electrician, one member who is a journeyman

electrician, and the member who is an electrical inspector for terms expiring on July

SECTION 41. Effective dates. This act takes effect on the day after publication,
except as follows:

(1) The treatment of section 101.862 (1), (2), and (3) of the statutes takes effect

“on the first day of the 25th month beginning after publication.

(END)
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Insert 2A
&

(A “wholesale merchant plant” is r{)lant that is generally not owned by a public utility
and that provides service to wholesale customers.)

Insert 2B

d Under current law, Commegz/administers a program for certifying electrical
contractors. Under current law, (a city, village, town, or county (municipality) may
license an electrical contractor if the contrgctor has at least (bne master electrician
as an employee. Current law requires Commerce promulgate rules establishing
a uniform examination for the statewide certification of master electricians.fTo be
certified as a magter electrician by bommerce current law requlres that the
electrician pasi niform examination establish , v ulesd .

Insert 3A

?Eé% Also exempt are employees and subcontractors of electricity providers, persons who e%é
work on lighting or signals for public thoroughfares or airports, and persons who cna
work on the utility side of substations and other distribution facilities owned or
operated by customers or members of electricity providers.

Insert 5-22

SEcTION % 101.80 (1g) of the statutes is created to read:

101.80 (1g) “Electric coopei{ative” has the meaning given in s. 196.025 (5) (ag).

SECTION % 101.80 (ljifof the statutes is created to read:

101.80 (1j) “Electricity provider” means a publie"{ltﬂity, an electric cooperative,
or a wholesale merchant plant operator.

SECTION § 101.80 (2) of the statutes is repealed.

SECTION% 101.80 (3) of the statutes is created to read: J

101.80 (3) “Public‘{util;!ity” has the meaning given in s. 196.01 (5).

4
SECTION,%% 101.80 (5) of the statutes is created to read:
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101.80 (5) “Wholesale merchant plant operator” means the operator of a
wholesale merchant plant, as defined in s. 196.491 (1) (w)!

Insert 9-22

(i) A person engaged in installing, repairing, or maintaining eiectric wiring who
is employed by a electricity provider, or a subcontractor of an electi'icity provider,
within the scope of the person’s employmentg

() A person engaged in installing, repairing, or maintaining electrical wiring
that provides lighting or signals for g;blic thoroughfares and for ﬁeu/blic airports.

(k) A person engaged in installing, repairing, or maintaining electrical wiring
on the utﬂity side of substations and other distribution facilities owned or operated

by customers or members of electricity providers.
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DRAFTER’S NOTE LRB-3429/2dn
FROM THE MGG&MDK:wlj:rs
LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE BUREAU

February 2, 2006

The terms for the members of the electricians council must end in odd-numbered
years. See s. 15.09 (1) (a). I therefore changed the dates to 2009 and 2011 in the
nonstatutory provisions.

Mary Gibson-Glass
Senior Legislative Attorney
Phone: (608) 267-3215

Note that the “transmission facilities” referred to in proposed s. 101.862 (3) (f) are
defined to consist of certain telecommunications facilities.

Mark D. Kunkel

Senior Legislative Attorney

Phone: (608) 266-0131

E-mail: mark.kunkel@legis.state.wi.us



Gibson-Glass, Mary

From: Ruby, Erin

Sent: Wednesday, May 03, 2006 4:06 PM
To: Gibson-Glass, Mary

Subject: LRB 3429/2 - Electrician Licensing
Mary,

Work continues on reaching a consensus on the electrician licensing bill you've drafted for our office.
Based on our last stakeholder meeting, we need to have the following changes made to the draft.

¢ Under current law, electrical contractors can voluntarily be licensed by the state. Some municipalities require
electrical contractors to be licensed. Please change the draft to make the state's voluntary licensing program
mandatory. Specify that the license shall be renewed on a fixed 3-year cycle. Similar to the mandatory electrician
license created in the bill, prohibit municipalities from licensing an electrical contractor.

s Page 11, line 12: Change 48 to 60,
» Remove the "Electricians Council” created in Section 1.

* Adjust the effective date section per our previous discussions.

(The statewide application of section 101.862 (1), (2), and (3) which addresses licensing requirements, that no
person may wire without license and the exemptions from licensing would be effective 25 months after
publication - giving Commerce time to work out the administrative rules. However, Section 101.862 (4) which states that a
municipality may not impose any registration, licensing , or certification requirements on electricians or
inspectors, appears to be effective immediately with the rest of the bill. The concern is that if municipalities have to end
their licensing as soon as the bill is enacted, but the statewide standards are not implemented until 2 years
later, the regulations would be left in limbo for that time. It would make sense to allow current processes to continue

even though they are not statewide until the state is ready to take over and thus include section 101.862 (4) in the
effective date 25 months: after publication: rather tfg,:; immediately. )

=
it

Considering the request to have contractor licensing changed from a voluntary to mandatory, I'm wondering if you think
_that the language of 2005 Act 200 (which was SB 5@?7 already covers the issue of mandatory licensing for electrical
contractors? If it does, I'm not certain that we need to specify contractor licensing in this bill. A

2
H

I understand it's the very end of the session. It is our goal to have all the kinks worked out of this draft so we're ready to hlg,

the ground running right away next session with a clean bill. /x
Please let me know if you have any questions. ; MM}»«MM
Thank you! ) /’f//
Erin
Erin Ruby 2 7 ‘ : .
Research Assistant k\%% %%3"{51 v : it
Clerk, Assembly Committee on Agriculture , =~ A Y00 ¢ e
Office of State Representative Al Ott @ Ack L00 Lovrs
608.266.5831 s & romn g e 3
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2005 BILL

D)

59.79 (4), 101.80 (2), 101.82 (3), 101.82 (3m), 101.84 (2), 101.86

1 ANACT#

2 (2), 101.865, 101.87 (2), 101.87 (3) and 101.87 (4); to renumber and amend
3 101.80 (1) and 101.86 (3); to amend 86.16 (2), 101.02 (20) (a), 101.02 (21) (a),
4 subchapter IV (title) of chapter 101 [precedes 101.80], 101.82 (1), 101.82 (2),
5 101.86 (1) (a), 101.86 (1) (c), 101.87 (1), 101.88 (1), 101.88 (2), 101.88 (3), 182.018
6 (3) and 289.33 (3) (d); fo repeal and recreate 101.87 (title); and fo create
7 15.157 (14), 101.80 (1g), 101.80 (1j), 101.80 (1m), 101.80 (3), 101.80 (4), 101.80
8 - (5), 101.82 (1g), 101.82 (1m), 101.82 (1r), 101.82 (2m), 101.82 (3r), 101.84 (3),
9 101.862, 101.87 (5) and 101.87 (6) of the statutes; relating to: the state
10 electrical wiring code; regulation of electricians, electrical contractors, and

11 electrical inspectors; electrical inspection services performed by the
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Department of Commerce; pwﬁﬁmwlggffﬁagwd

rule-making authority.

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau \ 4

:

Regulation by Department of Commerce bﬂ o

Under current law, the Department of Commerce (Commerce) promulgatgs
rules for electric construction in public buildings and places of employment and
places where farming is conducted. This bill expands Commerce’s duty in this regand
to promulgate a state wiring code that establishes standards for installing,
repairing, and maintaining electrical wiring, regardless of what type of building s
involved. Tt also requires Commerce to promulgate rules for the inspection of gll
electrical wiring. The bill defines “electrical wiring” to be equipment and wiring for
the production and control of electrical energy; “electrical wiring” does not inclu
the equipment and wiring used by public utilities, electric cooperatives, or operator:
of wholesale merchant plants, for the generation, transmission, and distribution of
electricity to their customers or members. (A “wholesale merchant plant” is a plant
that is generally not owned by a public utility and that provides service to wholesale

customers.j2; Ed othav

Electrical/contractors and electricians

Under current law, Commerce administers a program for certifying electrical
contractors. Under current law, a city, village, town, or county (municipality) may
license an electrical contractor if the contractor has at least one master electrician
as an employee. Current law requires Commerce to promulgate rules establishing
a uniform examination for the statewide certification of master electricians. To be
certified as a master electrician by Commerce, current law requires that the
electrician pass the uniform examination. However, current law does not specifically
require that a person who works as an electrician be licensed or certified by
Commerce. Under this bill, a municipality may no longer license a contractor,
resulting in the elimination of any requirement that electrical contractors be
licensed or certified either by a municipality or the state. Also, the bill specifically
prohibits municipalities from registering or licensing electricians. Instead, under
the bill, Commerce is required to promulgate rules for the licensing and examination
of all types of electricians, including journeyman and master electricians, but
excluding beginning electricians. Under the bill, beginning electricians are required
to be registered but do not need to pass an examination. The bill requires that any
person working as an electrician must be registered or licensed by Commerce, with
certain exemptions. The bill also requires that no person may do electrical work
unless a master electrician is at all times responsible for the work.

The bill specifies several persons who are exempt from licensing or registration,
including individuals who perform certain types of electrical work on their own
residences or in their own facilities, persons who perform electrical work on elevators
and escalators, alarm systems, and plant and equipment used for carrying
telecommunication services. Also exempt are employees and subcontractors of

Cey-
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electricity providers, persons who work on lighting or signals for public
! thoroughfares or airports, and persons who work on the utility side of substations
< and other distribution facilities owned or operated by customers or members of

INS electricity providers.
\Y o In addition to the rules required to be promulgated by Commerce for all

electricians, the bill imposes specific requirements as to the amount of experience
necessary to be licensed as a residential or nonresidential journeyman electrician.

ectrical inspections b1

H
Under current law, a municipality may enact an ordinénce regulating electrical
construction and the inspection of electrical construction ifithe ordinance meets the
minimum state requirements. Under current law, Commerdce is required to contract
./, with a municipality for inspections of electrical wiring for coi‘gpliance with state law
0™ if the municipality has enacted such an ordinance and if Commerce is requested to

i

i% iy - - .
ij;%g do so by the municipality. Commerce is also required to provide such inspection in
W a municipality that has not enacted such an ordinance. Also, Cé@merce may, at the
\ request of the owner or tenant, inspect the exterior and interior\wiring of a public

\\ building or place of employment to determine compliance with state law. Current

also requires the company furnishing electric current to ‘obtain proof of
complian ith state law before furnis 5 ing the current. & W% gLt i %i,ﬁ@i%m
ol b @ This bill these provisions, by requi mg/that Commerce promulgate

rules establishing standards and a process for the inspection of electrical wiring,
including the inspection of electrical wiring for which a municipality does not provide
inspection. The bill specifically prohibits municipalities from certifying electrical
inspectors.

For further information see the state and local fiscal estimate, which will be
printed as an appendix to this bill.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:

S s

1 5 SEcTION 1. 15.157 (14) of the statutes is created to read:

2 15.157 (;37’”%ﬂw@§%:ECTRiCIA1VS CcOUNCIL. There is created in the departmentof
3 commerce an electricia»:ls%m&gil consisting of 6 n1§mber80ne member shall be an
4 E employee of the department cjg §§m%§;éicéwho is selected by the secretary of
5 commerce and w%}g /sh“a’ﬂmtoxéerve as nogvotfngsecretary for the council. ’I‘wo
6 members shall be master electricians licensed under subch. IV of ch. 101, 2 members

7 X"“‘@hall be journeymen electricians licensed under subch. IV of ch. 101, and one me;;i%er
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B

| shall be an electrical inspector certlf;gi g@gﬁier subch IV of ch. 101. The 5 m\embers
M’

%
i who are not employee% Mepartment of commemg Shall be appointed by the

%
e M

SECTION 2. 59.79 (4) of the statutes is repealed.

SECTION 3. 86.16 (2) of the statutes is amended to read:

86.16 (2) All poles used in the construction of such lines shall be set in such
manner as not to interfere with the use of such highway by the public, nor with the
use of the adjoining land by the owner thereof; and all pole lines shall hereafter be

constructed so as to meet the requirements of the Wiseonsin provisions of the state

electrical code promulgated by the public service commission.

SECTION 4. 101.02 (20) (a)jof the statutes is amended to read:

101.02 (20) (a) For purposes of this subsection, “license” means a license,
permit or certificate of certification or registration issued by the department under
ss. 101.09 (3) (¢), 101.122 (2) (c), 101.143 (2) (g), 101.15 (2) (e), 101.17, 101.177 (4) (a),
101.178 (2) or (3) (a), 101.63 (2) or (2m), 101.653, 101.73 (5) or (6), 101.82 £2); 10187
(1m) and (2), 101.935, 101.95, 101.951, 101.952, 145.02 (4), 145.035, 145.045, 145.15,
145.16, 145.165, 145.17, 145.175, 145.18 or 167.10 (6m).

SEcTION 5. 101.02 (21) (a)‘;of the statutes is amended to read:

101.02 (21) (a) In this subsection, “license” means a license, permit or
certificate of certification or registration issued by the department under s. 101.09
(3) (), 101.122 (2) (¢), 101.143 (2) (g), 101.15 (2) (e), 101.17, 101.177 (4) (a), 101.178
(2) or (3) (a), 101.63 (2), 101.653, 101.73 (5) or (6), 101.82 (2);101-87 (1m) and (2),
101.935, 101.95, 101.951, 101.952, 145.02 (4), 145.035, 145.045, 145.15, 145.16,

145.165, 145.17, 145.175, 145.18 or 167.10 (6m).
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SECTION 6. Subchapter IV (title) of chapter 101 [precedes 101.80] of the
statutes is amended to read:
CHAPTER 101
SUBCHAPTER IV

INSPECTION-OF ELECTRICAL CONSTRUCTION WIRING AND

JOURNEYMEN AND BEGINNING ELECTRICIANS

SECTION 7. 101.80 (1) of the statutes is renumbered 101.80 (1r) and amended
to read:

101.80 (1r) “Municipality” means a city, town, village and, or county.

SECTION 8. 101.80 (1g) of the statutes is created to read:

101.80 (1g) “Electric cooperative” has the meaning given in s. 196.025 (5) (ag).

SECTION 9. 101.80 (1j) of the statutes is created to read:

101.80 (1j) “Electricity provider” means a public utility, an electric cooperative,
or a wholesale merchant plant operator.

SEcTION 10. 101.80 (1m) of the statutes is created to read:

101.80 (im) “Electrical wiring” means all equipment, wiring, material,
fittings, devices, appliances, fixtures, and apparatus used for the production,
modification, regulation, control, distribution, utilization, or safeguarding of
electrical energy for mechanical, chemical, cosmetic, heating, lighting, or similar
purposes, as specified under the state electrical wiring code. “Electrical wiring” does
not include the equipment, wiring, material, fittings, devices, appliances, fixtures,
and apparatus used by a public utility, or by an electric cooperative, or by a wholesale
merchant operator, for the purpose of generating, transmitting, or distributing

electricity to its customers or members.
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BilLL SECTION 11

SEcTION 11. 101.80 (2) of the statutes is repealed.

SEcCTION 12. 101.80 (3) of the statutes is created to read:

101.80 (3) “Public utility” has the meaning given in s. 196.01 (5).

SECTION 13. 101.80 (4) of the statutes is created to read:

101.80 (4) “State electrical wiring code” means the rules promulgated upder
s. 101.82 (1) for electrical wiring.

SECTION 14. 101.80 (5) of the statutes is created to read:

101.80 (5) “Wholesale merchant plant operator” means the operator of a
wholesale merchant plant, as defined in s. 196.491 (1) (w).

SECTION 15. 101.82 (1) of the statutes is amended to read:

101.82 (1) WM}%&WM&H@H—GM@M@

eonducted Promulgate by rule a state electrical wiring code that establishes

standards for installing, repairing, and maintaining electrical wiring. Where
feasible, the standards-used-shall be-those rules shall reflect nationally recognized-

\  SECTION 16 101.82 (1g) of the statutes is created to read:——

AT
5 " % coni AR
e @gw/wv

|

101.82 (1g) Cﬁnsu‘i“{rwj‘ ~sléctricians council created under s. 15.157 (14)

e

Wv&»‘&

in promulgaﬁngwthe rules for the exaimination, registration, licensing, and

supervision of electricians.}

SECTION 17. 101.82 (1m) of the statutes is created to read:
101.82 (1m) Promulgate rules that establish criteria and procedures for the

registration of beginning electricians and for the examination and licensing of
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different types of electricians, including journeymen electricians and master
electricians.

SECTION 18. 101.82 (1r) of the statutes is created to read:

101.82 (1r) Promulgate rules that establish requirements for the supervision
of beginning electricians.

SECTION 19. 101.82 (2) of the statutes is amended to read:

101.82 (2) Promulgate rules that establish criteria and procedures for the

of electrical

SECTION 20. 101.82 (2m) of the statutes is created to read:

101.82 (2m) Promulgate rules that establish standards and a process for the
inspection of electrical wiring, including the inspection of electrical wiring for which
a municipality does not provide inspection under s. 101.86 (1).

SEcTION 21. 101.82 (3) of the statutes is repealed.

SECTION 22. 101.82 (3m) of the statutes is repealed.

SECTION 23. 101.82 (3r) of the statutes is created to read:

101.82 (3r) Promulgate rules that establish criteria and a process for the
suspension or revocation of registrations issued to beginning electricians, licenses
issued to electricians, and certifications issued to electrical inspectors.

SECTION 24. 101.84 (2) of the statutes is repealed.

SECTION 25. 101.84 (3) of the statutes is created to read:

101.84 (3) Promulgate rules to differentiate the scope of installation, repair, or

maintenance of electrical wiring that may be performed by different types of
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electricians, including beginning electricians, journeyman electricians, and master

electricians.
SECTION 26. 101.86 (1) (a) of the statutes is amended to read:

101.86 (1) (a) Exercise jurisdiction over electrical eenstruection wiring and

inspection of electrical

wiring by passage enactment of ordinances; providing-such-ordinances-meet-the

An ordinance enacted under this paragraph may not be less.restrictive than this

subchapter. A county ordinance shall apply in any city, village, or town whieh that
has not enacted such an ordinance.

SECTION 27. 101.86 (1) (c) of the statutes is amended to read:

101.86 (1) (¢) By ordinance, establish and collect fees to defray the cost of
jurisdiction exercised under par. (a) or (b) or-acontract-under sub—(2).

SECTION 28. 101.86 (2) of the statutes is repealed.

SECTION 29. 101.86 (3) of the statutes is renumbered 101.86 (3) (a) and amended
to read:

101.86 (3) (a) The cost of inspection services provided by any county whieh that
has enacted an ordinance under sub. (1) er-contracted-undersub.(2), if not defrayed
by fees, shall be charged to or taxed upen against the property within those cities,
villages, and towns in the county whieh that have not enacted aloeal-construetion
and-inspeetion an ordinance under sub. (1) er-contracted-undersub—(2);-and-ne,

except as provided in par. (b).

(b) No part of the cost of inspection services, if not defrayed by fees, may be

charged to or taxed against the property within any city, village, or town whieh that
has enacted sueh an ordinance or-eontracted under sub. £2) (1).
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SECTION 30. 101.862 of the statutes is created to read:

101.862 License, registration, or certification required. (1) No person
may install, repair, or maintain electrical wiring unless the person is licensed as an
electrician by the department or unless the person is registered as a beginning
electrician by the department.

(2) No person who is not a master electrician may install, repair, or maintain
electrical wiring unless a master electrician is at all times responsible for the
person’s work.

(8) Subsections (1) and (2) do not apply to any of the following:

(a) A residential property owner who installs, repairs, or maintains electrical
wiring on premises that the property owner owns and occupies as a residence, unless
a license or registration issued by the department is required by local ordinance.

(b) A person engaged in maintaining or repairing electrical wiring within a
facility or on premises owned or leased by the person or by an entity for which the
person is an agent.

(¢c) A person engaged in installing, repairing, or maintaining electrical wiring,
apparatus, or equipment for elevators and escalators.

(d) A person engaged in installing, repairing, or maintaining equipment or
systems that operate at 50 volts or less.

(e) A person engaged in installing, repairing, or maintaining an electronic
system designed to monitor a premises for the presence of an emergency, to issue an
alarm for an emergency, or to detect and summon aid for an emergency.

(f) A person engaged in installing, repairing, or maintaining electrical wiring

of transmission facilities, as defined in s. 196.01 (12).
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BILL SECTION 30
(g) A person engaged in installing, repairing, or maintaining manufactured
equipment or a manufactured system that is designed to provide a function that is
not primarily electrical in nature if the installing, repairing, or maintaining does not
involve the delivery of electrical current to the equipment or the system.

(h) A person engaged in installing electrical wiring for components of a
manufactured home, as defined in s. 101.91 (2), while the manufactured home is at
or in the facility at which it is being manufactured.

(i) A person engaged in installing, repairing, or maintaining electric wiring who
is employed by a electricity provider, or a subcontractor of an electricity provider,
within the scbpe of the person’s employment.

() A person engaged in installing, repairing, or maintaining electrical wiring
that provides lighting or signals for public thoroughfares and for public airports.

(k) A person engaged in installing, repairing, or maintaining electrical wiring
on the utility side of substations and other distribution facilities owned or operated
by customers or members of electricity providers.

(4) A municipality may not impose any registration, licensing, or certification
requirements on electricians or electrical inspectors.

SECTION 31. 101.865 of the statutes is repealed.

SECTION 32. 101.87 (title) of the statutes is repealed and recreated to read:

101.87 (title) Requirements for journeymen electricians.

SECTION 33. 101.87 (1) of the statutes is amended to read:
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1
2 : The rules governing the
3 licensing of journeymen electricians under s. 101.82 (1m) shall require that an
b 4 applicant for licensure as a journeyman electrician who is not a residential
5 journeyman electrician have at least one of the following qualifications:
6 (a)__Completion of an apprenticeship program lasting fer in installing,
7 repairing, and maintaining electrical wiring that has a duration of at least 4 years
8 and that is approved by the U.S. department of labor and by the department er-pass
9 ed of workforce
19 development.
M (b) Experience in installing, repairing, and maintaining electrical wiring for at
i@? least %ir%%”%:ngdwg :
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BILL SECTION 33

examination required by the department for journeymen electricians who are not

residential journevmen electricians.

SECTION 34. 101.87 (2) of the statutes is repealed.

SECTION 35. 101.87 (3) of the statutes is repealed.

SECTION 36. 101.87 (4) of the statutes is repealed.

SECTION 37. 101.87 (5) of the statutes is created to read:

101.87 (5) The rules promulgated under s. 101.82 (1m) shall require that an
applicant for licensure as a residential journeyman electrician have at least one of
the following qualifications:

(a) Completion of an apprenticeship program in installing, repairing, and
maintaining residential electrical wiring that has a duration of at least 3 years and
that is approved by the U.S. department of labor and by the department of workforce
development. &

(b) Experience in installing, repairing, and maintaining electrical wiring for at
least 36 months, and passage of an examination required by the department for
residential journeymen electricians.

SECTION 38. 101.87 (6) of the statutes is created to read:

101.87 (B) (a) Any person who has installed electrical wiring for at least 7 years
shall be licensed by the department as a journeyman electrician without having to
comply with the requirements of sub. (1), if the person applies within 365 days after
the effective date of this paragraph .... [revisor inserts date].

(b) Any person who has installed electrical wiring for at least 5 years shall be
licensed by the department as a residential journeyman electrician without having

to comply with sub. (5), if the person applies within 365 days after who are subject
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BILL SECTION 38

to registration, licensing, or certification by the department under this subchapter
the effective date of this paragraph .... [revisor inserts date].

(¢) The installation of electrical wiring that is exempt under s. 101.862 (3) (a)
to (h) of the statutes may not be considered to be experience in installing electrical
wiring for purposes of pars. (a) and (b).

SECTION 39. 101.88 (1) of the statutes is amended to read:

101.88 (1) Every econtractor-designer-and-owner person installing, repairing,
or maintaining electrical wiring shall use building materials, methods, and
equipment which are in conformance with the rules-adepted-bythe-department

under-this-subchapter state electrical wiring code.
SECTION 40. 101.88 (2) of the statutes is amended to read:

101.88 (2) All inspections of electrical wiring shall be made by persons certified

by the department as an electrical inspector.
SECTION 41. 101.88 (3) of the statutes is amended to read:

101.88 (3) Except-as-provided-unders-101.865(2), whoeever Any person who

violates this subchapter or any rule promulgated under this subchapter shall forfeit

to the state not less than $25 nor more than $500 for each violation. Each day of
violation constitutes a separate offense.

SECTION 42. 182.018 (3) of the statutes is amended to read:

182.018 (3) All wires strung over any railroad on or after August 1, 1949, shall
be strung in such a way as to meet requirements of the Wiseensin provisions of the
state electrical code promulgated by the public service commission. Any person
stringing wires in violation of the code shall be subject to a forfeiture of not more than

$100 nor less than $25. Each 10-day period, after the first day, that such violation
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occurs shall be a separate violation and shall subject the violator to an additional
forfeiture of not less than $25 nor more than $100 for each such violation.

SECTION 43. 289.33 (3) (d) of the statutes is amended to read:

289.33 (3) (d) “Local approval” includes any requirement for a permit, license,
authorization, approval, variance or exception or any restriction, condition of
approval or other restriction, regulation, requirement or prohibition imposed by a
charter ordinance, general ordinance, zoning ordinance, resolution or regulation by
a town, city, village, county or special purpose district, including without limitation
because of enumeration any ordinance, resolution or regulation adopted under s.
59.03 (2), 59.11 (5), 59.42 (1), 59.48, 59.51 (1) and (2), 59.52 (2), (5), (6), (7), (8), (9),
(11), (12), (13), (15), (16), (17), (18), (19), (20), (21), (22), (23), (24), (25), (26) and (27),
59.53 (1), (2), (3), (4), (5), (1), (8), (9), (11), (12), (13), (14), (15), (19), (20) and (23),
59.535 (2), (3) and (4), 59.54 (1), (2), (3), (4), (4m), (5), (6), (7), (8), (10), (11), (12), (16),
(17), (18), (19), (20), (21), (22), (23), (24), (25) and (26), 59.55 (3), (4), (5) and (6), 59.56
(1), (2), (4), (5), (6), (), (9), (10), (11), (12), (12m), (13) and (16), 59.57 (1), 59.58 (1) and
(5), 59.62, 59.69, 59.692, 59.693, 59.696, 59.697, 59.698, 59.70 (1), (2), (3), (5), (7), (8),
(9), (10), (11), (21), (22) and (23), 59.79 (1), (2), (3), &4); (5), (6), (7), (8), (10) and (11),
59.792 (2) and (3), 59.80, 59.82, 60.10, 60.22, 60.23, 60.54, 60.77, 61.34, 61.35, 61.351,
61.354, 62.11, 62.23, 62.231, 62.234, 66.0101, 66.0415, 87.30, 91.73, 196.58, 200.11

(8), 236.45, 281.43 or 349.16 or subch. VIII of ch. 60.

KSECTION 44. Nonstatuto;;;m];;?{gélons N }i,%

/z"
:;’
23

(1) ELECTRICIANS COUNCIL. Notwithstanding the length of terms spec:lﬁed for

the membérs ﬁf@h@%ﬁiﬂg&lﬂs council under section15.157 14) of the Statutes, asa

MWWM/

created by this.aet;the initial members”wf}w are electrl(:lans shall be appointed for
/

-

the following terms: -
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BILL SECTION 44

(a) One member who is a master electrician and one member th is a

5{ journeyman electrician for terms explrmg ‘on J uly 1, 2009. /A

(b) One member i a master electmm one.member who is a Journeyman
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electrician, and the member who is an electrical inspector for terms explmng%}uly

—

SECTION 45. Effective dates. This act takes effect on the day after publication,

except as follows: W 5¢ ol . ., ﬁéf‘
(1) The treatment of S'é?ﬁi\nl()l 86 (2), a5 e H statutes takes effect

on the first day of the 25th month beginning after publication.

(END)
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Reports Required: FE-STATE, FE-LOCAL

2005 ASSEMBLY BILL , LRB -3429

relating to: the state electrical wiring code; regulation of electricians, electrical contractors, and electrical
inspectors; electrical inspection services performed by the Department of Commerce; creation of an electmcxans
council; and granting rule-making authority. :

Introduced by Representative Cosponsored by Senator
(PRINCIPAL AUTHOR]

(BY REQUEST OF)
(CONTINUE HERE FOR ADDITIONAL REPRESENTATIVES) (CONTINUE HERE FOR ADDITIONAL SENATORS)

]
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Gibson-Glass, Mary

From: Ruby, Erin

Sent: Friday, July 21, 2006 3:43 PM

To: Gibson-Glass, Mary

Cc: 'Beata Kalies'; 'David F. Boetcher'; DuPont, Robert
Subject: LRB 3429/3 Re-draft Request

Mary,

As we discussed earlier this week, please add the mandatory electrical contractor licensing, with renewal on a 3-year cycle
per my previous email message:

We also need to have a couple of other changes as well.
First, the grandfathering provisions included in the bill need to be removed by deleting Section 36.

Second, we need to have language added that gives all potential licensees (electricians and contractors) 36 monthsto
comply with the licensing requirement.  In other words, Commerce should have 2 years (which they do-under the current
language) to develop the program, and once the program is developed, anyone wanting to be an electrician or electrical
contractor will have 3 years to obtain their license before they would be in violation of the law. Essentially, this law wouldn't
be fully implemented for 5 years.

If you have questions on this last part, you might be best served to contact Beata Kalies at WFC as | just don't have the
best understanding of how everything should fit together. Her phone number is 258-4406.

1 will return the jacket to you on Monday.
Thanks, Mary!!
Erin

Erin Ruby

Research Assistant

Clerk; Assembly Committee on Agriculture
Office of State Representative Al Ott
608.266.5831

erin.ruby@legis. state.wi.us



