Wisconsin Department of Administration
Division of Executive Budget and Finance

Fiscal Estimate - 2007 Session

Original O Updated O Corrected O Supplemental
LRB Number 07-3365/1 Introduction Number AB-0564
Description
duties upon causing an injury, and providing a penalty
|Fiscal Effect
State:

DNO State Fiscal Effect

Indeterminate
Increase Existing Increase Existing

Appropriations Revenues lncrease Costs - May be‘ possible
Decrease Existing [JDecrease Existing to absorb within agency's budget
Appropriations Revenues Yes D No
Doreate New Appropriations DDecrease Costs
Local:
[CJNo Local Government Costs
Indeterminate 5.Types of Local '
1.@ Increase Costs S.Dlncrease Revenue Govemment Units Affected "
N . . [D]Towns EI]VIIIage [[j]Cmes
D Permissive|__||Mandatory E_i Permissive I_I:l_:j' Mandatory D Counties D Others
nti
2.[[JDecrease Costs 4.[JDecrease Revenue a Sc}leool gwrcs
D PermissiveD Mandatory [[j] Permissive D Mandatory Districts Districts
Fund Sources Affected Affected Ch. 20 Appropriations

OcePr OFep OrPro [OJPRs [ SeEG [ SEGS

Agency/Prepared By Authorized Signature Date
DOJ/ Mark Rinehart (608) 264-9463 Mark Rinehart (608) 264-9463 12/5/2007




Fiscal Estimate Narratives
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LRB Number 07-3365/1 Introduction Number AB-0564 |Estimate Type  Original

Description
duties upon causing an injury, and providing a penalty

Assumptions Used in Arriving at Fiscal Estimate

Under chapter 346.74 (5) (e) of the Wisconsin Statutes, a person is guilty of a felony if the person is
operating a vehicle and fails to perform certain identification and assistance duties upon striking another
person or attended or occupied vehicle and the accident involves injury or death to that other person. Also,
under chapter 29.341, any person who, while hunting, discharges a firearm or arrow and injures or kills
another person, shall identify themself, render assistance, and report the incident to law enforcement. Any
person intenionally failing to comply faces a fine up to $5,000 and/or up to one year in the county jail. Any
person neglecting to comply faces a fine up to $5,000 and/or up to 9 months in the county jail.

Assembly Bill 564 repeals 346.74 (5) (e) and 29.341. Instead, AB 564 creates 940.245, which provides that
any person who knows or shouid have known that they have injured or killed another person with a
dangerous weapon shall immediately identify themself, render assistance, and report the incident to law
enforcement. Any person failing to comply is guilty of a Class A misdemeanor if the violation involved injury
to a person, guilty of a Class E felony if the violation involved great bodily harm to a person, and guilty of a
Class D felony if the violation involved death of a person.

While most felony prosecutions are handled by district attorneys, assistant attorneys generai in the
Department of Justice's Criminal Litigation Unit on occasion act as special prosecutors throughout
Wisconsin at the request of district attorneys. In addition, the Department of Justice's Criminal Appeals Unit
represents the State of Wisconsin in defending felony convictions when those convictions are challenged in
state or federal court. Under Wisconsin law, this unit is charged with preparing briefs and presenting
arguments in front of any state appellate or federal court hearing a challenge to a felony conviction.

Since AB 564 increases, from a misdemeanor to a felony, the penalties for failing to comply with the
identification, assistance, and reporting duties relating to accidental shootings, it is possible that the
enactment of the bill could result in an increased caseload for the department's Criminal Litigation and
Criminal Appeals Units. However, the department anticipates that any increased caseload would be
relatively small and could most likely be absorbed with existing resources.

Long-Range Fiscal Implications



