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PRELIMINARY DRAFT - NoT READY FOR INTRODUCTION -

(LPS - Check §?aiiivx3-

d ) y
6"‘ AN AcTt .. relating to:,/creating an ambulance driverrogram in the
v Ve )

2 Department of Transportation, rules of the road applicable to the operation of
3 ambulances, and granting rule-making authority.
LB YR,

Analysis by the Legzslatwe Reference Bureau

Under current law, authomzed emergency vehicles include police vehlcles fire
depargngnt vehicles, and ambulances. Wen an authorized emﬁrgency Vyehlcle is
responding to an emergency call or in pursuit of an & ctual or suspected viol tor f thg ot yotes
law, the operator i ,9} exempt frgm trafficrestrictions relating to parking if t%%% icle’s -
warning lightsdre activated’ The operator of an authorized emergency vehicle is also

_——a—~_exempt from traffic restrictions relating to speed traff:rgfslgnals and direction of ,
(P2t "‘ 2 XS travel if eehlcles warning lights and sirer, AT Y F

uthorlze mer 15 operated-wi s wa y 1Y

Wctivated, the o erato D) ust dr1 e Wlth due regard under the c1rcums ances for the b 'ence

, Sdfet Of 11 pe

hto part101pate in or complete any spec1ahzed driver training program.v”

7 This bill requires the Dep%rjggleng of Tramsportation (DOT) to establish and
administer an ,emergwrg@rwer %ﬁiﬁﬁ?“%mgram%r ambulance driverg.
For the authorized emergency vehicle éxemption/from traffi iopns to aj PO

_persons operating ambulances must successfully complete, nergency ve uc@M bl
and receive certlflcatlon from DOT."The bﬂ]} requlres DOT to %ﬁ

promulgate rules settm (emerg ase the 7 e
ambulanceoperator ev1ew and

et

Y
arcoved

if necessary revis
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Mwyﬂrecertlﬁcatmn very two yearsifor a

glance drivers. Fmally, the bill requires DOT

to advise ambulance owners of th pro am and these new requirements/-"
For further information see tﬁ

an appendix to this bill. v~
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&Xf ;\3(5:5
e state fiscal estimate, which will be printed as

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:

X v v
‘ {;{g/éECTION}& 346.03 (7) of the statutes is created to read:
X
b

v
" 346.03 (7) The prlvﬂeges granted under thls section apply to the operator of an

ooe lons) L AN
‘authorlzed: W@lder s. 340 01 (4‘3) ) or (1) only if the operator of
Jvadds a VTS

ambulance thas received) é%lilﬁcatmn \@%he department for successfully
&an PUNY e Ariges : i\
completirﬁﬂégfety @

aining coursedn emergency vehicle operatloxpeejsabllsbed/
%\‘
/by the ‘c’[epartmen\xp ander s. 85.57’{{2/*{

@"’t

e s,

; S
SECTION2. 85.57 of the statutes is created to read

e ‘5&%&‘7
% vx85‘57 Ambulance driver |

v

@g’ram. (D The department shall

% establish and administer an ambulance dver;safety program to promote the safe

% b

%

% operatlon of ambulances | e g Al

(2) (a) The program under b. (1) hall include prowdlngtralmng to operators
f%v“*« W3 M&%

el lesunder s. 340.01 (3) (g) or (i). Training shall be consistent with

\ the standards estabhshed under sub (3
Ve

o
(b) The department shall prov1de<ﬁ> certlﬁcatlon ]

.
or leach person who
géw?mmw% %& P
successfully completes ag

ning course;\ d under par. (a) that consists of
at least 4 trammg hours Th1s certification shall explre every two years. A person

%
|
|
z
|
i Whose certlﬁcatmn has explred or is nearing expiration may be recertified as

prov1ded by rule under sub. (3) (b).
v

\ (3) The department shall promulgate rules to implement and administer this

section, including rules that do all of the following
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(a) Establish standards for the safe operation of emergency vehicléfsﬁgimder S.

340.01 (3) (g) or (i), including emergency driving techniques.

v
(b) Establish a system for ertiﬁca ion of ambulance operators

_Z W ers
followmg expiration of certificat rovided injsub. (2) (b). Recertification shall

OwviheC
require training relating to ambulance operation standards and driving fecﬁ*mque%
v
(4) The department shall review and, if considered appropriate by the

department, propose rules to revise the standards established under sub. (3) (a) not
later than June 30 of each even-numbered year.

(5) The department shal inform am Vw&l}lance owners of the program under this
fogmt

ectlon and of the standards A staﬁllshed under sub. (3)(a

inSer sectign Hlneve,

SecTION §. Initial applicability.

(1) This act first applies to ambulances operated on the effective date of this
subsection.

SEcTION 4. Effective date.

(1) This act takes effect on the first day of the 19th month beginning after
publication.

v
(END)
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Insert A
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SECTION 1. 346.03 (1) of the statutes is amended to read:

LRB-2758/Plins

346.03 (1) The operator of an authorized emergency vehicle, when responding

to an emergency call or when in the pursuit of an actual or suspected violator of the

law or when responding to but not upon returning from a fire alarm, may exercise

the privileges set forth in this section, but subject to the conditions stated in subs.

(2) to (5).and (7).

History: 1983 a. 56 1985 a. 82, 143; 1987 a. 126; 1995 a. 36; 1997 a. 88.
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Date

ATTN: Bobby

The attached draft has been prepared in preliminary formf/ Please review the draft
carefully to ensure that it is consistent with your intent. "

In most areas, the Department of Health and Family Services regulates the staffing
of ambulances and I would strongly encourage you to speak with both DHFS and DOT.
to discuss the establishment of both emergency vehicle driving standards and the
ambulance driver training program.

Your request specified that there should be a 40-hour training period required of
ambulance drivers that would be equivalent to the emergency driver training that law
enforcement officers receive. I was not able to find any reference in the statutes or
administrative code to a 40-hour driving course but instead found a four-hour driver
training requirement for law enforcement officers under s. 165.85 (4) (bn) 1m. The
draft adopts theriver training requirements for law enforcement officers
and requires that ambulance drivers successfully complete a four-hour training
course. Is that acceptable or would you like some other length for the course?

The draft requires DOT to establish an emergency vehicle driver training program for
ambulance drivers. Do you wish to provide only for that one program run by DOT or
would you like to allow DOT to certify non-DOT ambulance driver training programs
or both? If you would like to allow DOT to certify non-DOT programs, must they be
set up by municipalities or would you like to enable private parties to establish
ambulance driver training schools?

(to allow non-DOT training programs, how would you like to handle

If you would lik

A the issue of feeg©will the program set the fees or will DOT? How will fees be collected

and distributed to the party operating the training program?

If DOT is to run one or more training programs, how would you like that funded? If
DOT is to certify non-DOT training centers, how would you like that funded?

I have required recertification for ambulance drivers every two years. Is that
acceptable? Would you like any continuing driver training prior to recertification?

The draft requires DOT to promulgate rules - do you want to set a deadline for DOT
to submit proposed rules to the legislative council? Given the length of the delayed
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effective date, DOT should be able to promulgate a final set of rules before the effective
date if DOT has a six-month proposed rule submission date.

Brett A. Balinsky

Legislative Attorney

Phone: (608) 267-7380

E-mail: brett.balinsky@legis.wisconsin.gov
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August 9, 2007

ATTN: Bobby

The attached draft has been prepared in preliminary form. Please review the draft
carefully to ensure that it is consistent with your intent.

In most areas, the Department of Health and Family Services regulates the staffing
of ambulances and I would strongly encourage you to speak with both DHFS and DOT
to discuss the establishment of both emergency vehicle driving standards and the
ambulance driver training program.

Your request specified that there should be a 40-hour training period required of
ambulance drivers that would be equivalent to the emergency driver training that law
enforcement officers receive. I was not able to find any reference in the statutes or
administrative code to a 40-hour driving course but instead found a four-hour driver
training requirement for law enforcement officers under s. 165.85 (4) (bn) 1m. The
draft adopts the driver training requirements for law enforcement officers and
requires that ambulance drivers successfully complete a four-hour training course. Is
that acceptable or would you like some other length for the course?

The draft requires DOT to establish an emergency vehicle driver training program for
ambulance drivers. Do you wish to provide only for that one program run by DOT or
would you like to allow DOT to certify non-DOT ambulance driver training programs
or both? If you would like to allow DOT to certify non-DOT programs, must they be
set up by municipalities or would you like to enable private parties to establish
ambulance driver training schools?

If you would like to allow non-DOT training programs, how would you like to handle
the issue of fees? Will the program set the fees or will DOT? How will fees be collected
and distributed to the party operating the training program?

If DOT is to run one or more training programs, how would you like that funded? If
DOT is to certify non-DOT training centers, how would you like that funded?

I have required recertification for ambulance drivers every two years. Is that
acceptable? Would you like any continuing driver training prior to recertification?

The draft requires DOT to promulgate rules - do you want to set a deadline for DOT
to submit proposed rules to the legislative council? Given the length of the delayed
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effective date, DOT should be able to promulgate a final set of rules before the effective
date if DOT has a six-month proposed rule submission date.

Brett A. Balinsky

Legislative Attorney

Phone: (608) 267-7380

E-mail: brett.balinsky@legis.wisconsin.gov
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Balinsky, Brett

From: Singer, Patrick

Sent:  Friday, January 04, 2008 11:22 AM
To: Balinsky, Brett

Subject: LRB-2758/P1 Update

Hi Brett -

We wanted to just touch up the draft of LRB-2758 to get it introduced. We went through your drafters
note and have addressed your questions.

If you have any other questions or comments please feel free to contact us immediately.

Your request specified that there should be a 40—hour training period required of ambulance drivers that
would be equivalent to the emergency driver training that law enforcement officers receive. I was not able to
find any reference in the statutes or administrative code to a 40—hour driving course but instead found a
four—hour driver training requirement for law enforcement officers under s. 165.85 (4) (bn) Im. The draft
adopts the driver training requirements for law enforcement officers and requires that ambulance drivers
successfully complete a four—hour training course. Is that acceptable or would you like some other length for
the course?

Is it possible to leave the time required up to the rules that DOT will promulgate in regards to the training
program? It seems to be hard at this point to select an arbitrary amount of time.

The drafi requires DOT to establish an emergency vehicle driver training program for ambulance drivers. Do
you wish to provide only for that one program run by DOT or would you like to allow DOT to certify non—DOT
ambulance driver training programs or both? If you would like to allow DOT to certify non—DOT programs,
must they be set up by municipalities or would you like to enable private parties to establish ambulance driver
training schools?

Our intent was to allow the existing EVOC trainings done at numerous technical colleges to fill this void;
we also would like to allow private companies to be certified by DOT to not put the burden on the DOT but
to take advantage of existing tech colleges and potential private businesses to do the training.

If you would like to allow non—DOT training programs, how would you like to handle the issue of fees? Will the
program set the fees or will DOT? How will fees be collected and distributed to the party operating the training
program?

We would like it if the fees assessed by the non-DOT programs were low but would not like to set any kind
of cap or mandate if possible.

If DOT is to run one or more training programs, how would you like that funded? If DOT is to certify
non—DOT training centers, how would you like that funded?

If there was a nominal fee for a business/tech college to pay to the DOT to be a certified training center,
that would be the optimal setup. The cost of that would depend on the fiscal impact of the certification
program on the DOT.

I have required recertification for ambulance drivers every two years. Is that acceptable? Would you like any
continuing driver training prior to recertification?

1/4/2008
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We would like to increase that to 3 years. We would also like if there could be two tiers of recertification.
Where for the first and second recertification there would be a less rigorous requirement (a simple paper
test), and for the third one (after 9 years) there would be a required taking the full training program
again.

The draft requires DOT to promulgate rules — do you want to set a deadline for DOT to submit proposed rules
to the legislative council? Given the length of the delayed effective date, DOT should be able to promulgate a
final set of rules before the effective date if DOT has a six—month proposed rule submission date.

The effective date and six-month proposed rule submission date should be sufficient.

Patrick Singer

Legislative Assistant

Office of Representative Kim Hixson
43rd Assembly District

4 West State Capitol

(608) 266-9650

1/4/2008
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PRELIMINARY DRAFT - NOT READY FOR INTRODUCTION
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relating to: creating an ambulance driver safety program in the Department

2
3 of Transportation, rules of the road applicable to the operation of ambulances, ,/
€49 fine, Moo evercice of v

antui ule- makmg authority, ﬂw’" e lei ey on APPE opriakion.,

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau

Under current law, authorized emergency vehicles include police vehicles, fire
department vehicles, and ambulances. When an authorized emergency vehicle is
responding to an emergency call or in pursuit of an actual or suspected violator of the
law, the operator is exempt from traffic restrictions relating to parking if the operator
activates the vehicle’s warning lights. The operator of an authorized emergency
vehicle is also exempt from traffic restrictions relating to speed, traffic signals, and
direction of travel if the operator activates the vehicle’s warning lights and siren, but
must drive with due regard under the circumstances for the safety of all persons.

—_— Under current law, ambulance operatoxés“ea
complete any specialized driver training program.

This bill requires the Department of Transportation (DOT) to establish and
administer an ambulance driver safety program. For the authorized emergency
vehicle exemption from traffic restrictions to apply, persons operating ambulances
must successfully complete an ambulance driver safety course and receive
certification from DOT. The bill requires DOT to promulgate rules setting

—— ambulance operation standard base the ambulance driver safety course upon
R those standards§) DOT must review and if necessary revise those standards

A W(t'ﬁ'{n

gg,\»?} *gg“galﬁiwé = ”g*%‘ﬁx g@mﬁs 23 aﬂ&% 47@’?{’5‘}@{ méf‘grs;s:‘} see,
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biennially. DOT must establish a system ofCEﬁ'é%? recertification for ambulance
b g,ﬂ&/*‘d“ﬁife@ Finally, the bill requires DOT to advise ambulance owners of the safety
\

Y

/y‘t\i;?%’ " «(\>% program and these new requirements for ambulance drivers.
5 oY For further information see the state fiscal estimate, which will be printed as
?\‘2«;\3 an appendix to this bill.

R

R oL
/5’ ?@ The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:

- TNSERT 2ol

1 SECTION 1. 85.57 of the statutes is created to read:

2 85.57 Ambulance driver safety program. (1) The department shall

3 establish and administer an ambulance driver safety program to promote the safe

4 operation of ambulances.

P P 2~ a PR ="
/&{; (2)he program under this gection shall include providingﬁ;rainin% to

6 operators of ambulances under s. 340.01 (3) (g) or (i). Training shall be consistent
P . 0 shall meet-te fequitends
(7. Wlth thestandards established undgr sub. (3) (a) ectalohshod odda SCb (3) {%:} -

8 @ @ he department shall protide certification to each person who successfully

K% el B v e SONE ey g’
ompletes Eggourse ¢gftrainingundefpar. (a) that consists of at least 4 training hours?

This certification shall expire everygﬁv@%ars. A person whose certification has

expg}rg}d or is nearing expiration may be recertified as provided by rule under sub. (3)
(4

p

13 - (3) The department shall promulgate rules to implement and administer this
14 section, including rules that do all of the following:
15 (a) Establish standards for the safe operation of ambulances under s. 340.01

(3) (g) or (i), including emergency driving techniques.

16
N2y —2 @ O

stablish a system for recertification of ambulance operators under sub. (2)

18 @Recer’ciﬁcaﬁbﬂéhéll require training relating to ambulance oneratibi{’é“féﬁ%

18 (b)
197 4} driving techniques under par. (a). ,%1 p s Pl

{Z/{; # ;
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" QECTION 2. 346.03 (1) of the statutes is amendedfto read: 1
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SECTION 1

(4) The department shall review and, if considered appropriate by the
department, propose rules to revise the standards established under sub. (3) (a) not
later than June 30 of each even-numbered year.

(5) The department shall inform ambulance owners of the program under this

section and of the standards and requirements established under sub. (3).

z

346.03 (1) The operator of an authorized ;mé?gency vehicle, when responding
to an emergency call or when in the purigjﬁé“ an actual or suspected violator of the
law or when responding to but not up/;l returning from a fire alarm, may exercise

(,f

the privileges set forth in thls sectlon but subject to the conditions stated in subs.

@ to(5) and (.

13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

= ‘ IS
SECTION 3. 346.03 (7) of the statutes is created to read: M

346.03 (7) The privileges granted under this section apply to the operator of an
ambulance under s. 340.01 (3) (g) or (i) only if the operator of an ambulance holds a

current certification (ﬁrovided by the department for successfully completing @Q’/

ambulan mmﬁm under s. 85.57 (2)@.Q/
/{*Q%g&f“ﬁ 3 = —

SECTION 4. Initial applicability.

(1) This act first applies to ambulances operated on the effective date of this

subsection. <

ME &E{J o /Q’;/

publication. -
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Insert Analysis 1

N
@) , requiring recertification every three years. The bill requires applicants for

recertification to pass the written examination required for initial certification as
ambulance drivers and retake the ambulance driver safety course every nine years.

Insert Analysis 2

The bill also authorizes driver schools and technical colleges that offer
emergency vehicle operator courses that have met criteria established by rule and
paid a fee to be certified by DOT as third-party ambulance driver safety course
administrators. A third-party administrator may test applicants for certification
and recertification as ambulance drivers, as well as conduct the ambulance driver
safety course.

@ -
Insert 2-1 >/ (\T\ﬁ

H

D
SEcTION 1. 20.395 (5) f the statutes is created to read:

20.395 (5) (¢fm) Ambulance driver safety course administrator certification,
state funds. All moneys received from fees under s. 85.57 (6) (bz,\for the purpose of
J

certifying 8rd-party ambulance driver safety course administrators under s. 85.57

(6) (a).

Insert 2-17
(b) Establish a minimum mandatory curriculum and establish required
&/
components for the ambulance driver safety course under sub. (2) which shall

include duration of the course, standards for a required written examinatior}\and any

J/



1
2

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

24

-9 - LRB-2758/1ins
BAB:cisjf

other standards for instruction or examination considered necessary by the

department.
Inseri:/geliwg pedere TUs g eiphn S bk rac&ot re ek

/ﬁfmbul'ance operators seeking recertification must pass the written

v
examination established under par. (b) and must, at least once every 9 years after
e M(;}f éﬂae‘v:;&faa 3

the initial certification, retake the trginingcourse under sub. (2) @ and pass any

£

examinations required for initial certification.
(d) Establish requirements for certification of 3rd-party ambulance driver
safety course administrators under sub. (6).
() Establish standards and procedures for administering 3rd-party

ambulance driver safety courses under sub. (6). as a
AL par‘}"y

ambulance drive?

| Safety course
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emergency vehicle operator coursesg ¢hat has been cert1ﬁed gﬁt spartms gee. -
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pursuant to the rules promulgated under sub. (d),/may contract with the
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department to administer an ambulance driver safety course under sub. (2) and
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certify to the department if an applicant for cemunder sub. (2) fm

'recertlﬁcatlon under sub (3) (c); has successfully completed the course. A 3rd-party

Lot teret) pe il Hhe é@g&*’*mwﬁi under + %%f ff’f%@%
ambulance driver safety course aamlmsfrafora may also conduct Wmtten

examinations for recertification under sub. (3) (¢). A contract with a 3rd-party
ambulance driver safety course administrator shall include all of the following

provisions:
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1. All instruction given and examinations conducted by the 3rd-party
administrator shall comply with the standards established by the department under
sub. (3) (b)/and (;).

2. A 3rd-party administrator under this subsection hall certify to the

ot recertificatio @e_

depatment if an applicant for certification/under sub. (2)

| has successfully completed the ambulance driver safety course or if an
applicant for recertification has passed the written examination under sub. (3) a:),
within 5 days after the applicant completed the course or examination, using
procedures established by the department under sub. (3) (é.

3. At least annually, the department shall conduct an on-site inspection of the
3rd-party administrator to determine compliance with the contract and with
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yfor 3rd -party ‘ambulance driver safety course administrators

under sub (3) (d).
(b) Driver schools and technical colleges seeking certification as 3rd-party
ambulance driver safety course administrators shall pay a certification fee to the
department in an amount established by the department. The fee for the 3rd-party
administrator certification under this paragraph may not exceed the actual cost of
reviewing and processing the application for certification. Fees collected under this
paragraph shall be credited to the appropmatlor}ﬁlg;:; :20 395 (5)@(( o)
(¢) The department shall take prompt and appropriate remedial action against
¢he 3rd-party administrator in the event that the administrator fails to comply with

department standards for ambulance driver safety course administrators or any

provision of the contract under this subsection. Such action may include immediate

termination of any ambulance driver safety courses administered by the 3rd-party

administrator and recovery of damages;

Bed~purity aémtms'rﬁ}QVDS failure ™ Cmpi}w M Shaedad

éﬂz, £ & iﬁs&*& *Jﬁé'{”{

Ondoey Ahig Sobcection o ploveions 56
'E,Eé O S&S% 56{,“%{ (=5

incorfed by i A epar actmen¥ as a result of e




2007-2008 DRAFTING INSERT LRB-2758/1insCJS
FROM THE
LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE BUREAU

INS K]

SECTION 1. 346.03 (1) of the statutes, as affected by 2007 Wisconsin Act 20, is

g

amended to read:

346.03 (1) The operator of an authorized emergency vehicle, when responding
to an emergency call or when in the pursuit of an actual or suspected violator of the
law, when responding to but not upon returning from a fire alarm, when transporting
an organ for human transplantation, or when transporting medical personnel for the

purpose of performing human organ harvesting or transplantation immediately
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after the transportation, may exercise the privileges set forth in this section, but
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subject to the conditions stated in subs. (2) to (5m) and (7).

History: 1983 a. 56; 1985 a. 82, 143; 1987 a. 126; 1995 a. 36; 1997 a. 88; 2007 a. 20.
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SECTION 2. Nonstatutory provisions.

(1) The department of transportation shall submit in proposed form the rules
required under section 85.57 (g) of the statutes, as created by this act, to the
legislative council staff under section 227.15 (1) of the statutes no later than the first
day of the 7th month beginning after the effective date of this subsec(iZm.

Insert 3-21

SectioN 3. Effective dates. This act takes effect on the first day of the 19th

month beginning after publication, except as follows:

(1) The treatment of SECTION act takes effect on the day after

publication.
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Say>

ATTN: Patrick Singer

This draft does not provide for any funding for the Department of Transportation
(DOT) to establish the ambulance driver safety program under created s. 85.57 and the
costs of the program will therefore be absorbed within DOT’s existing budget. Is this
OK?

Brett A. Balinsky

Legislative Attorney

Phone: (608) 267-7380

E-mail: brett.balinsky@legis.wisconsin.gov
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February 5, 2008

ATTN: Patrick Singer

This draft does not provide for any funding for the Department of Transportation
(DOT) to establish the ambulance driver safety program under created s. 85.57 and the
costs of the program will therefore be absorbed within DOT’s existing budget. Is this
OK?

Brett A. Balinsky

Legislative Attorney

Phone: (608) 267-7380

E-mail: brett.balinsky@legis.wisconsin.gov
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AN ACT to amend 346.03 (1 and to create 20.395 (5) (ru), 85.57 and 346.03 (7
of the statutes; relating to: creating an ambulance driver safety program in
the Department of Transportation, rules of the road applicable to the operation
of ambulances, requiring the exercise of rule-making authority, and making an

appropriation.

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau

Under current law, authorized emergency vehicles include police vehicles, fire
department vehicles, and ambulances. When an authorized emergency vehicle is
responding to an emergency call or in pursuit of an actual or suspected violator of the
law, the operator is exempt from traffic restrictions relating to parkingifthe operator
activates the vehicle’s warning lights. The operator of an authorized emergency
vehicle is also exempt from traffic restrictions relating to speed, traffic signals, and
direction of travel if the operator activates the vehicle’s warning lights and siren, but
must drive with due regard under the circumstances for the safety of all persons.
Under current law, ambulance operators are not required to participate in or
complete any specialized driver training program.

This bill requires the Department of Transportation (DOT) to establish and
administer an ambulance driver safety program. For the authorized emergency
vehicle exemption from traffic restrictions to apply, persons operating ambulances
must successfully complete an ambulance driver safety course and receive
certification from DOT. The bill requires DOT to promulgate rules setting

State of Wisconsin /=



o ot s W o

10
11
12
13

2007 - 2008 Legislature -2 - LRB-2758/1
BAB:¢js:nwn
BILL

ambulance operation standards, base the ambulance driver safety course upon those
standards, and establish a written examination and any other instruction or
examination considered by DOT to be necessary. DOT must review and if necessary
revise those standards biennially. DOT must establish a system of recertification for
ambulance drivers, requiring recertification every three years. The bill requires
applicants for recertification to pass the written examination required for initial
certification as ambulance drivers and retake the ambulance driver safety course
every nine years. Finally, the bill requires DOT to advise ambulance owners of the
safety program and these new requirements for ambulance drivers.

The bill also authorizes driver schools and technical colleges that offer
emergency vehicle operator courses that have met criteria established by rule and
paid a fee to be certified by DOT as third-party ambulance driver safety course
administrators. A third-party administrator may test applicants for certification
and recertification as ambulance drivers, as well as conduct the ambulance driver
safety course.

For further information see the state fiscal estimate, which will be printed as
an appendix to this bill.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:

SECTION 1. 20.395 (5) (ru) of the statutes is created to read:

20.895 (5) (ru) Ambulance driver safety course administrator certification, state
funds. All moneys received from fees under s. 85.57 (6) (b), for the purpose of
certifying 3rd-party ambulance driver safety course administrators under s. 85.57
(6) (a).

SECTION 2. 85.57 of the statutes is created to read:

85.57 Ambulance driver safety program. (1) The department shall
establish and administer an ambulance driver safety program to promote the safe
operation of ambulances.

(2) The program under this section shall include providing a safety training
course to operators of ambulances under s. 340.01 (3) (g) or (). Training shall be
consistent with the standards established under sub. (3) (a) and shall meet the

requirements established under sub. (3) (b). The department shall provide
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certification to each person who successfully completes an ambulance driver safety
course under this subsection. This certification shall expire every 3 years. A person
whose certification has expired or is nearing expiration may be recertified as
provided by rule under sub. (3) (¢).

(3) The department shall promulgate rules to implement and administer this
section, including rules that do all of the following:

(a) Establish standards for the safe operation of ambulances under s. 340.01
(3) (g) or (i), including emergency driving techniques.

(b) Establish a minimum mandatory curriculum and establish required

_ components for the ambulance driver safety course under sub. (2), which shall
‘ chomde toh g TOF a Tl Ted Bpbolance driving Ski

" include duration of the course, standards fora required-written e;;amfﬁ“ﬁﬁ?ﬁ, and

T,

any other standards for instruction or examination considered necessary by the
department.

(c) Establish a system for recertification of ambulance operators under sub. (2).
The rules under this paragraph shall require that ambulance operators seeking
recertification must pass the written examination established under par. (b) and
must, at least once every 9 years after the initial certification, retake the ambulance
driver safety course under sub. (2) and pass any examinations required for initial
certification.

(d) Establish requirements for certification of 3rd-party ambulance driver
safety course administrators under sub. (6).

(e) Establish standards and procedures for administering 3rd-party

ambulance driver safety courses under sub. (6).
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(4) The department shall review and, if considered appropriate by the

department, propose rules to revise the standards established under sub. (3) (a) not
later than June 30 of each even-numbered year.

(5) The department shall inform ambulance owners of the program under this
section and of the standards and requirements established under sub. 3).

(6) (a) A driver school licensed under s. 343.61 or a technical college that offers
emergency vehicle operator courses may be certified by the department as a
3rd-party ambulance driver safety course administrator pursuant to the rules
promulgated under sub. (3) (d) and, if certified, may contract with the department
to administer an ambulance driver safety course under sub. (2) and certify to the
department if an applicant for certification or recertification under sub. (2) has
successfully completed the course. A 3rd-party ambulance driver safety course
administrator contracting with the department under this paragraph may also
conduct written examinations for recertification under sub. (3) (c). A contract with
a 3rd-party ambulance driver safety course administrator shall include all of the
following provisions:

1. All instruction given and examinations conducted by the 3rd-party
administrator shall comply with the standards established by the department under
sub. (3) (b) and (e).

2. A 3rd-party administrator under this subsection shall certify to the
department if an applicant for certification or recertification under sub. (2) has
successfully completed the ambulance driver safety course or if an applicant for
recertification has passed the written examination under sub. (3) (¢), within 5 days
after the applicant completed the course or examination, using procedures

established by the department under sub. (3) (e).
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3. At least annually, the department shall conduct an on-site inspection of the
3rd-party administrator to determine compliance with the contract and with
department certification requirements for 3rd-party ambulance driver safety course
administrators under sub (3) (d).

(b) Driver schools and technical colleges seeking certification as 3rd-party
ambulance driver safety course administrators shall pay a certification fee to the
department in an amount established by the department. The fee for the 3rd-party
administrator certification under this paragraph may not exceed the actual cost of
reviewing and processing the application for certification. Fees collected under this
paragraph shall be credited to the appropriation account under s. 20.395 (5) (ru).

(¢) The department shall take prompt and appropriate remedial action against
a 3rd-party administrator in the event that the administrator fails to comply with
department standards for ambulance driver safety course administrators or any
provision of the contract under this subsection. Such action may include immediate
termination of any ambulance driver safety courses administered by the 3rd-party
administrator and recovery of damages incurred by the department as a result of the
3rd-party administrator’s failure to comply with standards under this subsection or
provisions of the contract under this subsection.

SECTION 3. 346.03 (1) of the statutes, as affected by 2007 Wisconsin Act 20, is
amended to read:

346.03 (1) The operator of an authorized emergency vehicle, when responding
to an emergency call or when in the pursuit of an actual or suspected violator of the
law, when responding to but not upon returning from a fire alarm, when transporting
an organ for human transplantation, or when transporting medical personnel for the

purpose of performing human organ harvesting or transplantation immediately
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after the transportation, may exercise the privileges set forth in this section, but
subject to the conditions stated in subs. (2) to (5m) and (7).

SECTION 4. 346.03 (7) of the statutes is created to read:

346.03 (7) The privileges granted under this section apply to the operator of an
ambulance under s. 340.01 (3) () or (i) only if the operator of an ambulance holds a
current certification under s. 85.57 (2).

SECTION 5. Nonstatutory provisions.

(1) The department of transportation shall submit in proposed form the rules
required under section 85.57 (3) of the statutes, as created by this act, to the
legislative council staff under section 227.15 (1) of the statutes no later than the first
day of the 7th month beginning after the effective date of this subsection.

SECTION 6. Initial applicability.

(1) This act first applies to ambulances operated on the effective date of this
subsection.

SecTION 7. Effective dates. This act takes effect on the first day of the 19th
month beginning after publication, except as follows:

(1) The treatment of SECTION 5 (1) of this act takes effect on the day after
publication.

(END)
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