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The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assem-
bly, do enact as follows:
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SENATE BILL 12
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%c%gt

1but10ns other _than contributions made by a candidate to his or her o
| campaign, exceecimg $100 from a single source Qumu"latlvely within a calendar year §
\ If an individal or committee does not aceept Contrlbutmns make disbursements, or |
\ i 0 :l1gat10ns with respec W}Mfgzlectlon for _any state office but accepts

espect to an election for local office, the bill yﬁrmit he 1nd1v1dua1 |
tee-to 6 claim an exemption from reporting requitements if the individual /

A 1T 1ttee does not accept contributions,~make disbursements, or incur /

obhgatlons exceeding $100 Cumulatlvel in a calendar year. f,f

Mass media.activities o

Currently, individuals who accept contributions, organizations that make or %ﬁé
accept contributions, and individuals who or organizations that incur obligations or O ‘
make disbursements for the purpose of influencing an election for state or local office
are generally required to register with the appropriate filing officer and to file ;
financial reports with that officer, regardless of whether they act in CODJUHCUOH Wlth"
or independently of any candidate who is supported or opposed. - Fo¢

With certain exceptions, this bill imposes registratibn and report"" g
requirements, in addition, upon any individual who and org
60 days of an election and by means of communicati ;
communication which includes a reference to a candidatet that election, @ bffice
to be filled at that election, or a political party. The bill also requires an individual
or organization who or which becomes subject to a registration requirement by
making such a communication to report, upon registration, the information that
would have been required to be reported if the individual or organization had been
registered with respect to any obligation incurred or disbursement made for the
purpose of making such a communication prior to registration. The bill, however,
does not require registration and reporting if the communication is made by a
corporation, cooperative, or nonpolitical voluntary association and is limited to the

. coryoratlon S, cooperatwe s, or association’s members, shareholders, or subscribers.

i1 I ‘gzstranm

or com;mttee acceptmg contrlbutlons makmg d1sbursements or mcurrlng
obhg/afclons in support of or opposn:mn to a candidate is. generally requlred to file &
ort no later than the elghféh day before a primary or election at which ¢
/ﬁandlda e seekS/ nofnmat;@n or election to office. The report must-disclose
’ chns ‘made or. ccepted dlsbursements made, and obl'gaﬁons mc red
through the 14th day prior to the primary c )
state ofﬁce recemeé: one or more contributions from a smglgyf:ontmbutor aggregating
$5{)@ or more/durmg the 14— ~day permd preuedmg, an_efection, the c@r‘fdldate M
réport to the Elections ‘Board the mf()rmatlon cg;?rﬁ“”éwnﬂy required to be dis
pertaining to contributions” received’ by the edndidate no later tba”n 24
fq,;gvﬁg receipt’ of any such contribution focontrlbutmns 5, f/
This bill requires each ¢ didate at-the general or a-$pecial election for a
state ofﬁce (the office of governor, liettenant governor, attorney general, secr
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SENATE BILL 12 SECTION 6
1 manner requlredunder s. 11.21 (16). if applicable. The appointed candidate shatl
27 include any transferred funds moneys in his or her first report. |
3 SecTiON 7. 11.001 (2m) of the statutes is created to read:
4 11.001 (2m) The leglslature finds a compelhng Justlflcatlon for mlmmai
5 disclosure of al] commumcatlons made near the t1me of an election that include a
6 reference e to” a clearly identified candldate at that election, an office to be filled at that
7 electfmn or a political party in order 10 permlt increased funding for Candldates WhO |

f

8 ~are affected by those commuimcatlons The legislature fmds that /t“hls mmlmal

;

9 disclosure burden is. outwelghed by the need to estabhsh an effective fundmg
10 mechanism f()l:/affe[cted candidates to effectwely respond to communications that
11 may tmpact /an election. x/ ‘
LZWMWMM;SEQTJONSllm()l(123}eftheStatuteswrepea]ed S
13 SECTION 9. 11.01 (16) (a) SA. of the statutes is created to read:

14 11.01 (16)’ (@) 3. A communication that is made by means of one or more
15 communications media, other than a communication that is exempt from reporting
16 under s. 11.29, that is made during the period beginning on the 60th day preceding
17 an election and endmg on the date of that election, and that includes a reference to

Staied
a cand1date{whose name 1s certlﬁed under s. 7 08 (2) (a) or 8. 50 (1) (d) to appear on
the ballot at that election, a reference ;@ ff1ce to be fllled at that electmn ora

reference to a political party. %57%}[@
21~ SEcTION 10. 11.01 (17g) and (17r) of the statutes are repealed.
22 SECTIO}L}& ;,MOS(l)ef the statutes 1srenumbered ‘1 1.05 u’(l) (a)-and amended

25
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SENATE BILL 12 SECTION 16

__SECTION 16:-11.05-(3)-(c)-of the statutes is-amended to read: m%

11.05 3) (¢) In the case of a c0mm1ttee a statement as to whether the

committee is a personal kgampalgn committee;” a pohtlcal party committee, —a

legislati

committee.

t committee, or a special interest

SECTION 17 11.05 (3) (m) of the statutes is created to read:

the name of the

11@5 (3) (m) In the (:ase of a personal campaign comrmttee

candidate on whose behalf the committee was formed or i
/ i 4
office or offices th

wends to operate and the

\the candidate seeks.

SEcCTION 18 11.05 (3) (o) of the statutes 'S‘”"i:épealed.

SECT»V N 19. 11.05 (3) (r) of the staty es is created to read:

candidate the telephone numberor numbers and a facsnmlej ansmission number

294/ electronic mail address#if sny, at which the candldate ‘may be contacted. ;
| SECTIQN%b 11.05 (3) (s) of the statutZS is created to read:

11.05 (3) (s) In the case of a registrant that has made a communication
identified in s. 11.01 (16) (a) 3., a report containing the information specified in s.
11.06 (1) with respect to any obligation to make a disbursement incurred or any

disbursement made for the purpose of making such a communication prior to

registration.

"~ SECTION 21...11.05:(5)-of the statutes is ameudcd to read:
11.05 (8) CHANGE OF INFORMATION. - -Any change in information prevmusly

submitted in a statement of. reglstratlon shall be reported by e*reglstrant to the

nge. This period does not

appropmate filing” offlcer within 10 days followmg th&cﬁ

app y in case of change of an indication made under sub*{zp} s. 11 06 (2m), which




source donated tafa charitable organization or to the common school fund, with the

full name an mailing address of the donee, and a-statement of contributions over

2007 - 2008 Legislature - 23 - JTK&M[E%I?C—S(?;S% ic

SENATE BILL 12 SECTION 28

11.:06-(1)-CONTENTS OF REPORT. (intro.) Except as provided in subs. (m

{3m)-and-ss—11-05-(2r) and (2m) and s. 11.19 (2), each registrant under s. 11.05 s};all

make full reports, upon a form prescrlbed by the board and s1gned by the approprlate

e

individual under sub.- (5), of all contributions recewed Contmbutlon& or

A

disbursements ma('fg and obligations incurred

ch report shall contain the

following quymatlon covering the period. sifice the last date covered on the prevmus

report, unless otherwise provided: .

S;ECTION 29. 11.06 (1)#(‘3) of the statutes is amended to read:

11.06 (1) (¢) An

emized statement of contributions over$20 from a single

(. M&V

M nsferred to the board for deposit in the Wisconsin election campaign. fund;

SECTION'30. 11.06 (2) of the statutes is amended to read:

11.06 (2) DISCLOSURE OF CERTAIN INDIRECT DISBURSEMENTS. Notwithstanding
sub. (1), if a disbursement is made or obligation incurred by an individual other than
a candidate or by a committee or group which is not primarily organized for political

purposes, and the disbursement does not constitute a contribution to any candidate

or other individual, committee, or group, and the disbursement is not made or the

obligation is not incurred for the purpose of making a communication specified in s.

v
11.01 (16) (a) 3.. the disbursement or obligation is required to be reported only if the

purpose is to expressly advocate the election or defeat of a clearly identified

candldate or the adoption or rejection of a referendum. The exemptmn prov1ded by

eampa%gﬂ?‘fpersonal campa1gn or SUppOFt committee. {

[
G
ECTION.31.. JXJMQ@4vaawét%‘de%ﬁf%h@s@a@@&@s&&e@@a@@d&e«%@&dﬁwwww»p



of ‘the

2005 - 2006 Legislature -4 - LRB-0980/1
JTK:wj:ch
ASSEMBLY BILL 65 SECTION 7

(1}»%L1ntr0) and- (3) (b) (intro.) and 11.12 (4) of the anwﬁffes y.this-act.is.v

L

SECTION’% Initia apphcabxhty ‘
gg@g P n | - ‘
%&@%e jﬁrit pphes with respect to reportmg pemods which begin on or
after the effective date of this subsection.

(END)
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LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE BUREAU j/ )

¥

Erpenback s
Senator / O\i

In reexamining the language of SB-12, I noted that the scope of reportable activity is
defined with reference to candidate certifications under ss. 7.08 (2) (a) and 8.50 (1) (d),
stats. Since national campaigns are exempt from state regulation under state and
federal law, these certifications primarily relate to candidates for state offices. I think
the intent of SB-12 and its predecessors has been to cover communications relating to
candidates for state offices/So this draft now expressly so provides. Please let me know
if you have any question regarding this matter.

Jeffery T. Kuesel
Managing Attorney
/)’\ Phone: (608) 266-6778
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February 1, 2007

Senator Erpenbach:

In reexamining the language of SB-12, I noted that the scope of reportable activity is
defined with reference to candidate certifications under ss. 7.08 (2) (a) and 8.50 (1) (d),
stats. Since national campaigns are exempt from state regulation under state and
federal law, these certifications primarily relate to candidates for state offices. Ithink
the intent of SB-12 and its predecessors has been to cover communications relating to
candidates for state offices, so this draft now expressly so provides. Please let me know
if you have any question regarding this matter.

Jeffery T. Kuesel
Managing Attorney
Phone: (608) 266-6778
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