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wete,
1 AN to amend 805.13 (4) of the statutes; relating to: providing the jury in

2 civil actions with an explanation regarding the results of their findings.

| ; Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau

Under current law, the court is required to instruct the jury on the law involved
in the case before the jury. In addition, the court provides the jury with a complete
set of written instructions that provide the burden of proof and the substantial law
to be applied to the case. This bill adds a requirement in civil actions that the court

¥ explain to the jury the legal conclusions that will follow from the jury’s possible
findings. In addition, the bill permits counsel for each party to comment on the
court’s explanation.

For further information see the state and local fiscal estimate, which will be
printed as an appendix to this bill.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:

3 SecTtioN 1. 805.13 (4) of the statutes is amended to read:
4 805.13 (4) INsTRUCTION. The court shall instruct the jury before or after closing
5 arguments of counsel. Failure to object to a material variance or omission between

6 the instructions given and the instructions proposed does not constitute a waiver of
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error. The court shall provide the jury with one complete set of written instructions

providing the burden of proof and the substantive law to be applied to the case to be

decided. In a civil action, the court shall explain to the jury the legal conclusions that

will follow from its possible findings and shall permit counsel for each party to

comment on the court’s explanation.

SecTiON 2. Initial applicability.
(1) This act first applies to actions commenced on the effective date of this
subsection.

(END)



Duerst, Christina

From: Worcester, Barbara

Sent: Tuesday, December 05, 2006 4:11 PM
To: LRB.Legal

Ce: Kozloski, Kory

Subject: LRB 0778/1

Please jacket LRB 0778/1 and send to the attention of Kory Kozloski in Senator Lena Taylor’s office.
Senator Decker requested the drafting instructions, but Senator Taylor will be introducing the
legislation. Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Barbara Worcester
Senator Decker’s Office




Barman, Mike

From: Lynch, Carrie

Sent: Thursday, October 04, 2007 11:41 AM
To: LRB.Legal

Subject: Decker bill draft

Hello. You may give Senator Lena Taylor's office a copy of Senator Decker's bill draft on jury instructions. Thank you.

Carrie Lynch
Office of Senator Russ Decker
(608)-266-2502




Duerst, Christina

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Attachments:

07-07781.pdf (14
KB)

Duerst, Christina

Thursday, October 04, 2007 12:02 PM
Sen.Taylor

LRB 07-0778/1 - attached - for your review

07-0778/1



Duerst, Christina

From: Walsh, Patrick

Sent: Thursday, October 18, 2007 11:28 AM
To: LRB.Legal

Cc: Kozloski, Kory

Subiject: LRB 0778/1

Please release LRB 0778/1 to Senator Taylor's office.
Thank you.
Patrick Waish

Legislative Aide
Office of State Senator Russ Decker



