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Disclosure of juvenile court records; require statement of necessity

Instructions:

limit disclosure to social worker employed by DHFS, county departmentor child welfare agency. Requrie
social worker to submit statement to custodian of record stating why inspection of record is necessary and
that social worker will use record only for purpose of providing services.
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1 AN ACT to amend 48396 (2) (@) and 938.396 (2); and to create 48.396 (2m) and

2 ~938.396 (Zm) of the gtatutes relating to: disclosure of juvenile court records

> \Ej to iagén(:les providing, services to a juvenile court and providing a penalty.

\

:

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau

Under current law, subject to certain exceptions, the records of the court
assigned to exercise Jurlsdlction under the Children’s Code and the Juvenile Justice
Code (juvenile court) are conﬁdenhal and may not be opened to inspection or their
contents disclosed except by i ‘order of the juvenile court. Current law, however,
requires a juvenile court, on tghe request of any other juvenile court, a municipal
court, or a district attorney, cof%poration counsel, municipal attorney, or attorney or
guardian ad litem for a party to a proceeding in that other juvenile court or municipal
court to review the juvenile court’s records for the purpose of that proceeding, to open
for inspection by any authorized, representative of the requester the records of the
juvenile court relating to any chi Jj who has been the subject of a proceeding in the

juvenile court. (o bocwt waor  tongluyed b D
This substitute arﬁéndmen’c pfov1des that the records of the juvenile court shall
- > be open for inspection by‘;the Depar’{ment of Health and Family Services, a county

Qﬁw& department of human services or soe;tal services, or a licensed child welfare agency

— providing services to a juvenile court. %A person who obtains any information under
the substitute amendment may use and further disclose the information only for the
purpose of providing services to the juvenile court or as permitted under current law.
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In addition, the substitute\amendment provides for a forfeiture of not more
than $5,000 for a person who inténtionally discloses information in violation of the
substitute amendment. \
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The people of the state of vffISCuﬁS}{i, represerited in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows: %2

/
SECTION 1. 48.396 (2) (a) of the stati;tes is amended to read:
48.396 (2) (a) Records of the court aséigned to exercise jurisdiction under this
chapter and ch. 938 and of courts exercisi;%g jurisdiction under s. 48.16 shall be

entered in books or deposited in files kept for that purpose only. They Those records

shall not be open to inspection or their contents chsclosed except by order of the court

assigned to exercise jurisdiction under this chapter and ch. 938 or as permitted under

this-seetien subsection, sub. (2m). or (6), or s. 48. 375 (M) ©). 0 5ol st,w; gy I

b
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SECTION 2. 48.396 (2m) of the statutes is creat‘ed to read: W\ ‘

48.396 (2m) Notwithstanding sub. (2) (a), re€ords of a court assigned to 1’\%

exercise jurisdiction under this chapter and ch. 938 shall be open for inspection b ;,j
J p p ”wa Y

\.mxzx &y .
welfare agencyif)f{wdmg £

the department, a county department, or a licensed chil

services to a court under s. 48.06, 48.07, 938.06, or 938.07.
£

4iise and further disclose that

required under ss. 48.78 and 938.78 and \

information only for the purpose of providing services to a court under s. 48.06, 48.07,
938.06, or 938.07 or as permitted under s. 48.78 or 938.7Wy person who
intentionally discloses information in violation of this subsection may be required to

forfeit not more than }S,OOO.
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938.396 (2) COURT RECARDS; CONFIDENTIALITY. Records of the court assigned to
exercise jurisdiction under this chapter and ch. 48 and of municipal courts exercising

jurisdiction under s. 938.17 (2)25ha11 be entered in books or deposited in files kept for
%
that purpose only. Those recoﬁds shall not be open to inspection or their contents
disclosed except by order of the court assigned to exercise jurisdiction under this
—gETigl T WaT Kes
chapter and ch. 48 or as permltted under sub. (2g). (2m), or (10), ’/f eoces warke ’“i’\
“ Qv‘-‘\?&a\;m& X"f‘}i §

HER EXCEPTIONS.

- SECTION 4. 938.396 (2m) of the statutes is created to read:

938.396 (2m) CONFIDENTLALITY OF COURT RECORDS;
Notwithstanding sub. (2), records of' the court assigned to gxercise jurisdiction under

this chapter and ch. 48 shall be open for inspection bygthe department of health and

S
C@ family services, a county department, @r a licensed child welfare aggt?@’/owdmg

services to a court under s. 48.06, 48.07, 9@8 06, or 938.07. l
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required under ss. 48.78 and 938.78 a&d@ﬁuse and further disclose that

A

information only for the purpose of providing services to a court under s. 48.06, 48.07,

@ 938.06, or 938.07 or as permitted under s. 48.78 or 938.78. | \A{ly person who

G

17 intentionally discloses information in violation of this subsection mayEbe required to
/
18 forfeit not more than $5,000. ;;’;
19 (END)
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