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 October 4, 2007 − Introduced by Senators BRESKE, SCHULTZ, WIRCH, ERPENBACH,
OLSEN and ELLIS, cosponsored by Representatives KAUFERT, M. WILLIAMS,
MURSAU, BALLWEG, GRONEMUS, F. LASEE, LEMAHIEU, NELSON, STEINBRINK,
TOWNSEND, TURNER, VAN ROY and JORGENSEN. Referred to Committee on
Transportation, Tourism and Insurance.

AN ACT to amend 86.195 (2) (b) 1. and 86.195 (5) (a); and to create 86.195 (4)

(c) and 86.195 (5) (a) 4. of the statutes; relating to: attractions displayed on

highway specific information signs.

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau
Current law allows the Department of Transportation (DOT) to erect and

maintain certain informational signs to assist motorists traveling along state
highways.  DOT may, with restrictions, authorize the erection and maintenance, on
designated state highways, of specific information signs, which notify motorists that
certain businesses located near a highway are available to provide motorist services
in the category of gas, food, lodging, camping, or attraction.  A motorist service
generally must be located not more than three miles from the highway on which the
specific information sign for the motorist service is erected except that, after May 8,
1990, if no business in the category of motorist service is available within this
three−mile distance, a motorist service may be located not more than five miles from
the highway on which the sign is erected.

Under this bill, a motorist service that is an attraction may be located not more
than 30 miles from the highway on which the specific information sign for the
motorist service is erected.  No more than one sign, for each direction of travel, for
the attraction may be displayed on a highway specific information sign, and an
attraction’s sign may be displayed only on the highway by which the attraction is
most directly reached and on which specific information signs are authorized.
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For further information see the state fiscal estimate, which will be printed as
an appendix to this bill.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:

SECTION 1.  86.195 (2) (b) 1. of the statutes is amended to read:

86.195 (2) (b) 1.  Upon Subject to sub. (4) (c), upon the request of any person,

the department may authorize the installation and maintenance of a business sign

on an existing specific information sign.

SECTION 2.  86.195 (4) (c) of the statutes is created to read:

86.195 (4) (c)  No business sign under sub. (3) (e) may be erected or maintained

on a highway for a business that is more directly reached by any other highway on

which specific information signs are authorized under sub. (2).  No more than one

business sign under sub. (3) (e) may be erected or maintained on a highway, for each

direction of travel, for the same business.

SECTION 3.  86.195 (5) (a) of the statutes is amended to read:

86.195 (5) (a)  Distance to services.  1.  Except as provided in subds. 2. and 3. to

4., a motorist service may not be located more than 3 miles from the federal−aid

primary or secondary highway on which the specific information sign for the motorist

service is erected.

2.  Except as provided in subd. subds. 3. and 4., if no business in the category

of motorist service is available within the 3−mile limit, the limit in subd. 1. may be

extended in 3−mile increments to a maximum distance of 15 miles from the

federal−aid primary or secondary highway until a business in the category of

motorist service is reached.
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3.  If Except as provided in subd. 4., if no business in the category of motorist

service is available within the 3−mile limit, the limit in subd. 1. may, on or after May

8, 1990, be extended to a maximum distance of not more than 5 miles from the

highway.

SECTION 4.  86.195 (5) (a) 4. of the statutes is created to read:

86.195 (5) (a) 4.  A business in the category of motorist service specified in sub.

(3) (e) may not be located more than 30 miles from the federal−aid primary or

secondary highway on which the specific information sign for the motorist service is

erected.

(END)
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