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REMEDI AL LEGISL ATIVE PROPOSAL Wisconsin Department of Transportation

DT1605 ©/2004 s.13.83(1)(C)4 Wis. Stats.

Instructions: Complete this form for Law Revision Committee Remedial Legislative proposal(s) for which a Division
requests Secretary's Office (SO) approval. This form must be signed by the Division Administrator.

Short Title of Issue
75" truck routes

Date Submitted Division

October 12, 2006 ‘ Office of General Counsel
Lead Division Contact Person Area Code - Telephone Number
John Sobotik 608-261-0126

Specific Statutory Change

.Restore language unintentidnaliy repealed by Act 363 that limits double-bottom trucks to 75 truck routes. Reinsert
reference to 348.07(2)(gm) in 348.07(4).

Administrative Problem with Current Statute
Unintended consequence of 2005 Act 363 is allowing double-bottoms to travel anywhere instead of limiting double-
bottoms to 75' truck routes.

Justification/Need for Change )

Unintended consequences yields absurd result and problem for law enforcement.

The Department discovered in drafting the emergency rule implementing 2005 Act 363 that one statute that formerly
restricted double-bottom tractor-trailer combinations to the state’s long-truck network was repealed by the deletion of the

| reference to s. 348.07(2)(gm), Stats., by the Act's amendment of s. 348.07(4), Stats. Under the amended statute, as
revised by Act 363, it might appear to a reader that double bottom trucks of unlimited length may operate upon any
highway in the state, including local roads and streets, without permits. Section 348.08(1)(e), Stats., however, continues
to provide that double-bottom trucks be restricted to highways designated by the department under s. 348.07(4). WisDOT
believes this provision continues to limit double-bottom operation to long truck routes designated by the Department under
$.348.07(4), Stats. We would suggest the deleted reference to (2)(gm)in 348.07(4), Stats., be re-inserted into the

statute to avoid confusion. Aaron Gary from the LRB, who drafted this provision, has advised Department attorney John
Sobotik that he deleted the reference under the mistaken impression that it was superfluous and was repealed as a
technical clean-up. -Aaron agreed it be re-inserted.

Fiscal Effect, If Any
None

October 9, 2006

(Division Administrator Signature ~ Brush Script Font If Computer Filled) (Date)

OGC Completes: DOT Remedial Legislation Proposal Number

R 0709-18
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AN AcT ..; relating to: the operation of certain 3-vehicle combinations on certain
highways without a permit (suggested as remedial legislation by the

Department of Transportation).

(Acr 363)

Under current law, with certain exceptions, no person may operate on a
highway any single vehicle with an overall length in excess of 40¥feet or any
combination of two%ehicles with an overall length in excess of 65 feet, unless the
person has a permit to exceed these lengths. Exceptions allow certain vehicles to be
operated with no length limitation or a different length limitation on highways
designated by the Department of Transportation (DOT)Y DOT must designate, by
rule, the highways to which these exceptions apply. 2005 Wisconsin Act 363
inadvertently altered this DOT highway designation process for semitrailers or
trailers operated as part of a double bottom $a combination of three vehicles
consisting of g truck tractor, a semitrailer, and™a Yrailer or a truck tractor and%two
semitrailers‘{g’ wed~ S

Thig bill corrects the error in Act 363 and clarifies that the length exception
allowing 28 feet six inch semitrailers or trailers operated as part of a double bottom
applies to highways designated by DOTY

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau
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For further information, see the NO:I‘ESJprovided by the Law Revision
Committee of the Joint Legislative Council.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:

Law REVISION COMMITTEE PREFATORY NOTE: This bill is a remedial legislation
proposal, requested by the Department of Transportation¥and introduced by the Law
Revision Committee under s. 13.83 (1) (¢) 4., stats. After careful consideration of the
various provisions of the bill, the Law Revision Committee has determined that this bill
makes minor substantive changes in the statutes, and that these changes are desirable
as a matter of public policy.

SECTION 1. 348.07 (2) (gm) of the statutes is amended to read:

348.07 (2) (gm) 28 feet 6 inches for a semitrailer or trailer operated as part of

a double bottom on a highway designated under sub. (4).

History: 1975 ¢. 279; 1977 ¢. 29 ss. 1487g to 1487m, 1654 (9yf(b); 1977 ¢. 418; 1979 ¢. 255; 1981 ¢. 159, 176; 1983 a. 20, 78, 192; 1985 a. 165, 187; 1987 a. 30; 1991 a.
39,72, 1995 a. 193; 1997 a. 27; 1999 a. 85, 186; 2003 a. 213, 28442005 a. 363, 365.

SECTION 2. 348.07 (4) of the statutes is amended to read:

348.07 (4) The secretary shall, by rule, designate the highways to which sub.
(2) (0, (fm), Lgm):/and (gr) and s. 348.08 (1) (e) apply. The designation of highways
under this subsection may not be inconsistent with the designation of highways
made by the U.S. secretary of transportation under P.L.. 97-424, section 411. The
secretary may also designate additional highways by rule. In adopting a rule
designating other highways, which may include 2-lane highways, the secretary
shall specify the factors which resulted in the determination to designate the
highways. These factors shall include, but are not limited to, safety, economics,
energy savings, industry productivity and competition. Vehicles to which sub. (2) (f),
(fm), (gm), and (gr) and s. 348.08 (1) (e) apply may also operate on highways not
designated under this subsection for a distance of 15 miles or less in order to obtain
access to a highway designated under this subsection or to reach fuel, food,

maintenance, repair, rest, staging, terminal or vehicle assembly facilities or points
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SECTION 2

of loading or unloading. The secretary may, by rule, designate an access route of more
than 15 miles from a highway designated ﬁnder this subsection when the longer
route provides safer and better access to a location which is within the 15-mile limit.
Household goods carriers may operate between highways designated under this

subsection and points of loading and unloading.

History: 1975 c. 279; 1977 c. 29 ss. 1487¢ to 1487m, 1654 (9) (b); 1977 c. 418; 1979 ¢. 255; 1981 c. 159, 176; 1983 a. 20, 78, 192; 1985 a. 165, 187; 1987 a. 30; 1991 a.
39,72; 1995 a. 193; 1997 a. 27; 1999 a. 85, 186; 2003 a. 213, 234; 2005 a. 363, 365.

(END)
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ATTN: Don Dyke A0S (’7}

As the drafting instructions indicate/ this draft corrects an error that I made in
drafting 2005 AB-315, which becamej/Act 363. Ibelieve that, prior to WA Act 363, the
statutes were ambiguous. If you compare the cross—references of “sub. (2) (), (fm), (gm)
and (gr)” in s. 348.07 (4), 2003"stats., to the language of s."348.07 (2) (), (fm), (gm), and
(gr), 2003 stats., only s. 348.07 (2) (gm)"iacked the language “on a highway designated
under sub. (4).” Because of this, in drafting 2005 AB-315, I found these two provisions,
taken together, ambiguous. I then mistakenly concluded that, given the omission of
the “on a highway designated under sub. (4)” language in s. 348.07 (2) (gm)’,/the
inclusion of the cross—reference in s. 348.07 (4) was in error. I\gy conclusion was
incorrect, but to simply reinsert the cross-reference in s. 348.07 (4)"without treatment
of 5. 348.07 (2) (gm)"reinserts the ambiguity. Accordingly, this draft also treats s. 348.07
(2) (gm)Y Please advise if you want the treatment of s. 348.07 (2) (gm) omitted from this
draft.

Aaron R. Gary

Legislative Attorney

Phone: (608) 261-6926

E-mail: aaron.gary@legis.wisconsin.gov
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December 14, 2006

ATTN: Don Dyke

As the drafting instructions indicate, this draft corrects an error that I made in
drafting 2005 AB-315, which became 2005 Wisconsin Act 363. I believe that, prior to
Act 363, the statutes were ambiguous. If you compare the cross-references of “sub. (2)
(f), (fm), (gm) and (gr)” in s. 348.07 (4), 2003 stats., to the language of s. 348.07 (2) (),
(fm), (gm), and (gr), 2003 stats., only s. 348.07 (2) (gm) lacked the language “on a
highway designated under sub. (4).” Because of this, in drafting 2005 AB-315, I found
these two provisions, taken together, ambiguous. I then mistakenly concluded that,
given the omission of the “on a highway designated under sub. (4)” language in s.
348.07 (2) (gm), the inclusion of the cross-reference in s. 348.07 (4) was in error. My
conclusion was incorrect, but to simply reinsert the cross-reference in s. 348.07 (4)
without treatment of s. 348.07 (2) (gm) reinserts the ambiguity. Accordingly, this draft
also treats s. 348.07 (2) (gm). Please advise if you want the treatment of s. 348.07 (2)
(gm) omitted from this draft.

Aaron R. Gary

Legislative Attorney

Phone: (608) 261-6926

E-mail: aaron.gary@legis.wisconsin.gov
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PRELIMINARXY DRAFT OTREADY FOR IN CTI

AN ACT to amend 348.07 (2) (gm) and 348.07 (4) of the statutes; relating to: the
operation of certain 3-vehicle combinations on certain highways without a
permit (suggested as remedial legislation by the Department of

Transportation).

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau

Under current law, with certain exceptions, no person may operate on a
highway any single vehicle with an overall length in excess of 40 feet or any
combination of two vehicles with an overall length in excess of 65 feet, unless the
person has a permit to exceed these lengths. Exceptions allow certain vehicles to be
operated with no length limitation or a different length limitation on highways
designated by the Department of Transportation (DOT). DOT must designate, by
rule, the highways to which these exceptions apply. 2005 Wisconsin Act 363 (Act 363)
inadvertently altered this DOT highway designation process for semitrailers or
trailers operated as part of a double bottom, which is a combination of three vehicles
consisting of a truck tractor, a semitrailer, and a trailer or a truck tractor and two
semitrailers.

This bill corrects the error in Act 363 and clarifies that the length exception
allowing 28 feet six inch semitrailers or trailers operated as part of a double bottom
applies to highways designated by DOT.
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For further information, see the NOTES provided by the Law Revision
Committee of the Joint Legislative Council.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:

Law RevisioN COMMITTEE PREFATORY NOTE: This bill is a remedial legislation
proposal, requested by the Department of Transportation and introduced by the Law
Revision Committee under s. 13.83 (1) (c) 4Ystats. After careful consideration of the
various provisions of the bill, the Law Revision Committee has determined that this bill
makes minor substantive changes in the statutes, and that these changes are desirable
as a matter of public policy.

SECTION 1. 348.07 (2) (gm) of the statutes is amended to read:

348.07 (2) (gm) 28 feet 6 inches for a semitrailer or trailer operated as part of
a double bottom on a highway designated under sub. (4).

SECTION 2. 348.07 (4) of the statutes is amended to read:

348.07 (4) The secretary shall, by rule, designate the highways to which sub.
(2) (f), (fm), (gm), and (gr) and s. 348.08 (1) (e) apply. The designation of highways
under this subsection may not be inconsistent with the designation of highways
made by the U.S. secretary of transportation under P.L. 97-424, section 411. The
secretary may also designate additional highways by rule. In adopting a rule
designating other highways, which may include 2-lane highways, the secretary
shall specify the factors which resulted in the determination to designate the
highways. These factors shall include, but are not limited to, safety, economics,
energy savings, industry productivity and competition. Vehicles to which sub. (2) (f),
(fm), (gm), and (gr) and s. 348.08 (1) (e) apply may also operate on highways not
designated under this subsection for a distance of 15 miles or less in order to obtain
access to a highway designated under this subsection or to reach fuel, food,
maintenance, repair, rest, staging, terminal or vehicle assembly facilities or points

of loading or unloading. The secretary may, by rule, designate an access route of more
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SECTION 2

than 15 miles from a highway designated under this subsection when the longer
route provides safer and better access to a location which is within the 15-mile limit.
Household goods carriers may operate between highways designated under this
subsection and points of loading and unloading.

(END)
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