STATE OF WISCONSIN

Senate Journal
Ninety—EighthRegular Session

6:30 PM. WEDNESDAY, January 23, 2008
The Senate met. Ayes,5 — Senators Coggs,ikth, Lehman, Grothman and
The Senate was called to order by President Risser A. L,\?g’:;'o — None.

Senate Bill 388

CHIEF CLERK’'S ENTRIES Relatingto: increasing the size of the city of Milwaukee
Board of Fire and Police Commissioners and authorizing a

AMENDMENTS OFFERED panelof the board to decide certain cases.
. Passage.
CarSenateamendment 1 tBenate Bill 394 offered by Senator Ayes,5 — Senators Coggs,ikbh, Lehman, Grothman and
penter.
A. Lasee.
Noes, 0 — None.
REPORT OF COMMITTEES SPENCER COGGS

. .. . . Chairperson

The committee orJudiciary, Corrections, and Housing The committee on Small Business, Emergency
reportsand recommends: Prepar edness, Wor kfor ce Development, Technical Colleges
Assembly Bill 361 and Consumer Protection reports and recommends:
_Relating to: child in need of protection or services, Assembly Bill 321
jurisdiction over a child whosguardian is unable or needs  Re|atingto: designation o§tate agency status for certain
assistancéo care for or provide necessary special treatment feajth care facilities that use volunteer providers during a
carefor the child, but is unwilling or unable to sigmpetition  geclaredstate of emegency; declarations of engamcies by

requestinghat jurisdiction. counties; immunity from liability for qualified food and
Concurrence. emergencyhousehold products; creating an interoperability
Ayes, 5 — Senators dylor, Sullivan, \inehout, Lazich and council; and requiring public and private schools to conduct
tornadoor other hazard drills.
Grothman.
Noes, 0 — None. Concurrence.
LENA TAYLOR Ayes, 5 — Senators Wkth, CarpenterPlale, Kedzie and
Chairperson RO?\ISS@F- 0-N
The committee orlabor, Elections and Urban Affairs oes,. - hone.
reportsand recommends: Senate Bill 289
. Relatingto: theinstallation of carbon monoxide detectors
Senate Bill 165 no ! ' X!

in certain buildings, providing an exemption from egegrcy

Relatingto: authorizing the circuit court to ordeparson e proceduresgranting rule—-making authorijtgnd providing
who engages indiscrimination in employment to pay penalties.

compensatorgnd punitive damages aadsurchage, directing .
the secretanof workforce development to appoint a committee Adoptionof Senate Amendment 1. )

to study wagelisparities between men and women and between Ayes, 5 — Senators Wth, CarpenterPlale, Kedzie and
minority group members and nonminority group members, anBRoessler.

makingan appropriation. Noes, O — None.
Adoption of Senate Amendment 1. Passage as amendeq. _
Ayes,5 - Senators Coggs,ih, Lehman, Grothman and Ayes, 5 — Senators Wkth, CarpenterPlale, Kedzie and
A. Lasee. Roessler.
Noes, 0 — None. Noes, O — None.
Passage as amended. Senate Bill 308

Relatingto: the sale of dogs, regulation of certaiog
breeders, granting rule-making authority making an
appropriationand providing a penalty
Senate Bill 366 S Adoption of Senate Amendment 1 to Senate Substitute

Relating to: unfunded pensioriability financing in  Amendmentt.

populous counties and membership on the penssbady Ayes, 5 — Senators Wth, CarpenterPlale, Kedzie and
committee. Roessler.

Passage. Noes, 0 — None.

Ayes, 3 — Senators Coggsjréh and Lehman.
Noes, 2 — Senators Grothman and A. Lasee.
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Adoption of Senate Substitute Amendment 1.

Ayes, 5 — Senators Wkth, CarpenterPlale, Kedzie and Pursuanto SenatdRulel17 (5) Senator Lehman added as
Roessler. acoauthor ofSenate Bill 394.
Noes, 0 - None. Pursuanto Senate Rulé7 (5) Senator Roessler withdrawn
Passage as amended. asa coauthor oBenate Bill 308.
Q%Eézv %_—Ssizrr]::\tgrss N}ggazcigrgﬁg'ggggg;'a'e- Pursuanto Senate Rulé7 (5) Representative Molepske
' addedas a cosponsor &enate Bill 375.
Senate Bill 320 Pursuanto Senate Rulé7 (5) Representative Rotidded

Relatingto: refundsof overchages by commercial mobile 353 cosponsor dBenate Bill 322.
radio service providers, actions against commeraiabile
radio service providers that fail to make timely refunds, and

providinga penalty M ESSAGES FROM THE ASSEMBLY
Passage. By Patrick E. Fullerchief clerk
Ayes, 5 - Senators With, CarpenterPlale, Kedzie and y arlc_ - rulerehiet clerk.
Roessler. Mr. President:
Noes, 0 — None. | am directed to inform you that the Assembly has adopted
ROBERT WIRCH andasks concurrence in:
Chairperson Assembly Joint Resolution 66

The committee oriTransportation and Tourism reports Assembly Joint Resolution 66

andrecommends: Relatingto: the life and public service of Norb&teCleene.
Assembly Bill 169 By Representativelelson and Montgomergpsponsored
Relating to: obtaining a special registration plate for by Senators Cowles and Hansen.
disabledpersons. Read and referred to committee Semate Or ganization.
Concurrence.
Ayes, 7 — Senators Breske, Plale, Erpenbach, Hansen, presidenRisser appointed SenatorayTor and Fitzgerald
Kapanke Schultz and Leibham. to escort his excellencthe Governgrto the Joint Convention.

Noes, 0 — None.

Assembly Bill 246
Relating to: identification for purposes related to the
purchaseof alcohol beverages.

The Chair, with unanimous consent, askikdt the Senate
adjournuntil ThursdayJanuary 24, 2008, upon the rising of the
JointConvention.

Concurrence. The Chair, with unanimous consent, askiét the Senate
Ayes, 7 — Senators Breske, Plale, Erpenbach, Hansefi€cessor the purpose of awaiting the Goverisogtate of the
Kapanké,SchuItz and Leibham. ’ ’ StateAddressin Joint Convention in the Assembly Chambers

Noes, 0 — None. at 7:00 BM.
Assembly Bill 442 The Senate stood recessed.
Relating to: special distinguishing registratioplates 6:35 PV

associateavith Donate Life Visconsin, the promotion of gan
and tissue donation in this state, granting rule-making

authority,and making appropriations. RECEss

Concurrence. The Senate proceedénl a body to the Assembly Chamber

Ayes, 7 — Senators Breske, Plale, Erpenbach, Hanset) meet in Joint Convention to receive the Stat¢he State
Kapanke Schultz and Leibham. Message.

Noes, 0 — None.
ASszTllbtl_y E;i” 89 ; reraft recklessy under th IN AssEMBLY CHAMBER IN

elatingto: operating an aircraft recklessly under the

influenceof an intoxicant and providingenalty and granting . JOINT CQNVENTION
rule-makingauthority SenatePresident Risser in the Chair

Concurrence. The Committeeto wait upon the Governor appeared with

Ayes, 7 - Senators Breske, Plale, Erpenbach, Hanse is excellencythe Governgrwho delivered his message as
Kapanke Schultz and Leibham. ollows:

Noes, 0 — None.
Senate Bill 355 STATE OF THE STATE ADDRESS

Relatingto: restrictions on the operatiof motor vehicles “SpeakerHuebsch, Speaker Prem Gottlieb,President
by persons using electronic text messaging devices ariRlisser, Majority Leader Decker Constitutional Cffcers,
providinga penalty SupremeCourt Justices, tribal leaders, members ofdabinet,

distinguishedguests, members of the Legislature, &itbw

Passage. oy ;
citizensof Wisconsin.

Ayes, 5 — Senators Breske, Erpenbach, Hansen, Kapanke 14hight our nation finds itself a time of great uncertainty
andSchultz. . America’s economy is in deep turmoil. In just the last few days,
Noes, 2 — Senators Plale and Leibham. markets around the worldhave plummeted and talk in
ROGER BRESKE Washingtorhas turned from recovery to recession. Make no

Chairperson mistake: challenging days are ahead.
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But one thing is certain... In Mtonsin, we are hardworking It will take DemocratsRepublicans and Independents
people. And when challenges arise, we meet them head on.working together

...Passionatpeople who invent and innovate, who build It will take honesty with the people of this state about the
andgrow ...People who enjoy life, who wear cheese on theiproblemswe face.
headand who love the green and gold. It will take a willingness to look forward arse that our
Whenthey said American manufacturing was finished, wdong term strength comes from a very basic belief that a strong,
showedthe world what quality was all about. evgot leaner  healthy middle class represents obest hope for a strong,
moreefficient, and today we're producirte highest quality healthyWisconsin.
productsin the world. To get there, | present to you tonight the next step in my
Whenthey said California would become the number onéGrow Wisconsin strategy — real priorities to foster innovation,
cheeseproducer we modernized our dairy industigaptured  seize new enegy opportunities, make health care more
newmarkets and today we're producing more cheese than eveffordableand build an educated workforce ready to compete
When they said we could not compete with high tech@roundthe world.
industry,we invested in our universities, built new companies, Growing Wisconsin’s Economy
andsupported the best scientists in the world. Now we lead the |t starts with investing in thogkings that der the greatest
nationin high tech research. promise for Wisconsins long termeconomic growth, like
Thisis the promise of Wconsin — our ability taransform  expandingour high tech sector Thanks to the ingenuity of
challengeinto opportunity; to face ditulties and overcome. innovatorsacross the state, we’re doing it.

In Wisconsin, we've taken steps to prepare forational Institutes for Discovery
economicdownturn. V@'ve cut spendingcut taxes, and Justlast month ... not at Harvard, not in California, but at
depositeds50 million in a rainy day fund. the University of Wsconsin,Dr. Jamie Thomson and other

Jobsare up in Visconsin. Exports are up. And from Uline Wisconsinresearchers embarked on the rfesttier of stem
in Pleasant Prairi¢o Logistics Health in La Crosse, we're cellresearch — using skin cells to creagsv stem cells that may
attractingnew companies and we now lead the Great Lakes idneday save lives.
job creation. Pleasavelcome DrThomson. Because we kept politicians
But all signs show that Americaeconomy is slowingind ~ out of it, Wisconsin remains thevorld leader in stem cell
all of us will be afected in the weeks and months ahead. ~ research. Thank you Dr Thomson and so many other
Many of the challenges we face today ifisgénsin can be Wisconsinresearchers for helpingig¢onsin lead the way
tracedto years of bad decisiomaking in Washington. For In the coming months, we’'ll break grouad the Visconsin
nearlya decade our national government has failatitiress  Institutesfor Discoverya new research center that will enhance
major economic problems like loss of manufacturing jobshuman health and enhanceur economy We'll bring
spiralinghealth care costs, and our reliance on fossil fueds.  biotechnology,nanotechnologyand informationtechnology
too long, Washington has ignored the growimade deficit and togetherto turn new discoveries into economic opportunity
aweakening U.S. dollar Fromresearch at the University ofiséonsin—Milwaukee
Today,we are reaping the consequencei\Vathington’s andthe Medical College of Wconsin to the NanoRite project
failures. States across the country - from Florida to Californiain the Chippewa #lley and new facilities at the Marshfield
Minnesotato Arizona - all are facing budget deficits. Clinic, we’re buildingeconomic engines in every corner of the

In Wisconsin we used conservative estimates from th&te:
FiscalBureau to develop our budget, but because of the national Researctand Development
economicslowdown, we too will face a very @iult fiscal Research and development is what keepsbvisin at the
situation. We will have to delay some tfe things we all agreed forefront of the changing global marketplace. From the
on. We will have to make deep cuts and hard sacrifices.  supercomputetto the outboard motpiWisconsinites have
Tonight! stand beforéwo houses of a Legislature each ledalwaysbeen committed to innovation. This commitment has
by a different party That is a source of strength and a sourc&hangedour economy and changed our worldoday our
of weakness. Last year we saw gridlock and a budget that weBiversitiesand public institutions are global centefier

four months delayed. But in the end we saw what was possibjgsearchand development. & must drive private sector
whenwe work together investmenin R&D as well.

Togetherwe made government leaner and focused on the We can create an economy built around innovation if we
priorities of the middle class. ®vcut bureaucracy by more than Work with Senator Kreitiow and Representatives Kleefisch,
$200million. We protected funding for education, for health Sheridan,and Smith to encourage busingsscenter their
care,for public safety We made tough choices to strengthenresearctand development operations irisaonsin.
our economy and make life in ¢onsin more &brdable. Whena business increases its researth development by

We raised the tax on cigarettes to reduce smoking, but wéd percent, les reward them dollar for dollar for what they
didn't raiseincome taxes ... didntaise business taxes ... didn’ investbeyond that.
raisesales taxes. Attracting Investment

In fact, wecut taxes on health care, child care, and college In recent years Wconsins share of venturecapital
education. We cut taxes for farmers and manufacturéfe  investmenthas doubled. dgether we provided tax credits to
endedthe taxon social securifyended the tax on estates, andleverage over $400 million in private venture capital
continued the tightest property tax limits in histo@ver the investmenby 2015. Tha$ a great bang for our buck.

last four years we've seen the property tax burtihto its With the help of Senators Sullivan and Platnd
lowestlevel in more than two decades. RepresentativeStrachota, Schilling, andintz we can take it

Yes,we have made real progress but there is still much mote the next level to further accelerate new business in
to do. Wisconsin.

Tonight | am proud to report that even during these Businesseslike Virent Enegy Systems, led byEric
uncertaintimes, the State of Wtonsin is primed to meet the Apfelbach - this company is developing renewable fuel
challengesshead. & are ready to Grow Mtonsin... technologyand could become the next Google or Microsoft.
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By helpingkick start companies likeiként or reforming Our nations dependence oforeign oil must end, but
our capital gains tax to drive reinvestment in our state, we cadrilling our way out of this crisis is ndte answer We must
unleashthe entrepreneurial spirit of ig¢onsin. inventand innovate our way to a cleansafer engyy future.

Next Generation Agriculterand Manufacturing ...andtonight, from generating wind power in Fond du Lac

Wisconsinmanufacturing and agriculture atfee core of to hamnessing the power of biomass in Rielte, Wscansin is

who we are. W must streamline regulation and make smar{eadyto lead the way
investmentsn the next generation of these industries. Enegy Independence Fund

Today we're producing more milk than we have in twenty _ Tonight we'll launch an aggressive new strategy to reduce
years becausewe helped our dairy industry become morethepollution that causeglobal warming and grow 1&€onsin’s
efficient. Let's work with Representatives Ott and Steinbrink€conomy- the Wsconsin Enegy Independence Fund — a major
and Senator Yhehout todo the same for our cheese makersNeW investment to mak&isconsina world leader in renewable

meatprocessors, and others. energyand homegrown power

Smalland mid-sizenanufacturers like GenMet in Mequon ,  Overthe next 10 years latonsin will invest $150 million
havegone from 50 people and $3 million in sales tgp86ple {0 Nelp our businesses, our farmers, our foresters,oand
and $12 million in sales because they've maintained Manufacturerproduce and promote renewable eyer
commitmentto quality and became morefiefent. Let's Our strong manufacturing base and rich agricultural
continueour investments itean manufacturing and work with industries,along with the wealth of resources in our vast
Senatord.assa and Sullivan arRepresentatives Jeskewitz and northern forests and world-leading researcimiversities,
Strachotato direct $85 million to strengthen i¥¢onsin  positionWisconsin to become the Saudi Arabia of renewable

manufacturers. energy.
MinimumWage From manufacturing wind turbines and solar panels to

; ; - etro—fitting fuel pumps and exploring the latest clean
We've worked hard to create high—paying jobs, but we mu - LT "
provide opportunity for every consin worker In my first S;Eechnolog|eswe will seize green opportunities and create good

termwe raised the minimum wage after 8 years of inaction. Jobstotr our C|t|zter:s. h
Legislatorsijt is time to do it again. Imagine trying to pay ut we wont stop _gre_.
$3 a gallon for gasoline when you’re makif§.50 an hour Renewable Fuel Initiative

Imaginetrying to clothe your children, pay for college, or buy  Tonight we’ll launch a new campaign to increase the
your groceries on $260 a week before taxeg cah ddoetter  availability of renewable fuel by 1 billion gallons.

We must do better First we'll provide new tax credits for biodiesélel
Wisconsins minimum wage now ranks 40th in the nation.producersand add 400 new renewable fuel pumps to our roads.

Let's support Majority Leader DecKer eforts to raise the Secondet’s pass a renewable fuel standard sponsored by

minimumwage to help nearly 230,0008%0onsin familiesvho  SenatorKreitlow and Representative Sudar require oil

aretrying to get ahead. companiego provide renewable fuel for our consumers.
Creating Renewable Ener gy Enegy Efficiency

We have set Méconsin on the right course to seize new  Energy costs continue to rise and isdonsin families
economicopportunities and lead our natisesponse to one deserveelief. Over thenext 18 months, we will make another
of the most critical challenges of our time... historicinvestment — $95 million — to help save families and

Our addiction to foreign oil is compromising our national businesseever half a billion dollars over the next decade.

security, paralyzingour economyand melting the polar ice Making Health Care Affordable

caps. To grow Wisconsin, we must address the msignificant
The global threat of climatechange is undeniable. burdenon our economyour businesses, amir families —

Temperaturesicross the Northern Hemisphere hasached heathcare.

their warmest point in over two thousand years. Today more than 90 percent of our citizens héealth
A barrel of oil has topped $100...and just labkhe price insurancemaking Wsconsin a national leader

of gasoline at the pump — nearly double what it was just five Yet too many irour state still do’have afordable health

yearsago. insurance- running to the emgency room when they get
Theoil companies dot'care. They're making the biggest seriouslysick, driving up health care costs for all of us.
profitsin history 600,000citizens in this state lack health insurance and

Our country is sending over a billion dollars a week in 0imearly_98,000 of them are childrer?. _
paymentgo the Middle East. Just imagine if we were investing | think we can all agree: No child #e child —— should go

thatkind of money right here in 1&tonsin. without health care.
Enegy Accomplishments BadgerCae Plus

I've said it before and I'll say it again — we should depen
moreon the Midwest and less on thiideast, and today we are. singlechild the health care they need at a price their family can

Since | became Governprwe've worked togetheto  gfford.
increaseproduction of Visconsin—made ethanol from zero No more financial dead ends for families.. No more

gallonsto half a billion gallons per year ) needlesemegency room visits... On February 1st we will
Last fall, | brought governors from across the Midwestlaunch BadgerCare Plus and fulfill our moral obligation to
togetherin Milwaukee to chart a new emgrdirection for our  everychild in this state.

region and our world. And when the program isilly implemented, 98 percent of

At the University of Visconsin—Madison we ataunching  Wisconsin citizens will have access to fafdable health
the Great Lakes BioEngy Research Center bringimogether  insurancemaking Wsconsin Americ@ health care leader
researcherffom five other universities across the country  Let’s keep leading the way

This year Speaker Huebsch, Senator Robson and
O‘awmakersfrom both parties came together to provide every
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BadgerChoice therelief they need and givesi¥¢onsin families the peace of
Skyrocketinghealth careosts are paralyzing our economy mind they deserve.
And across the country small businesslesir employees, and Let’s keep leading the way
their families are shouldering the worst of the problem. Anti—-Smoking Initiative
~ Lessthan half of small businesses can evéorato provide Our efforts to fight smoking have worked. Since firee
insuranceor their workers. These families represent over halbf cigarettes went up on Janudrst over 20,000 people have
of the uninsured people in this country calledour Quit Line ready to kick the habit.

And the problem is getting worse. Small businesses and Already we have saved lives.

theiremployees pay 18 percent more for health insurance than |vs time to take th@ext step. 23 days ago every, erery

big companies. And their insurance bills may go up 30 perceptsarant,every workplace in the state of lllinois went

oneyear and 50 percent the next. _ completelysmokefree. Five months ago the state of Minnesota
SenatorVinehoutand Representative Seidel have beenyentcompletely smokefree.

working with businesseand health care experts to solve this  gom Appleton to Ashland, moréhan 30 communities

problem.  Rising insurance costs are killing our small 3cross\Wisconsin have gone smokefree. The patchwork

businesses. approactto public health is bad for business and the time for
For over 25 years, Keeper Goals, a small manufacturer igctionis now

Butler, Wisconsin has made high quality athletic equipment | \yant to thank Senator Risser and Representafigekert

suchas soccer goals and basketball hoops. . for their leadership. WWconsinshould not become the ashtray
John Moyhnihan, the ownerdoes the right thing and of the Midwest. It time for lawmakers to dehats right and

provideshealth insurance to his employees. He has eleven futhakeall workplaces completely smokefree.

time employees — seveasf which participate in their health care Autism

plan. For thepast two years his insuran_ce costs have gone up Nicole and Matthew Horton are here tonight and | want to
nearly60 percent.He spends nearly 15 times what he spent Othankthem for letting me share their stothé?y are dealing

healthcare a decade ago. Bays that health care costs take up, - o2 .
almost25 percent of his overall business. p}ﬁlt\?\ﬁzggnnestmng that thousands of other families struggtle

Everyyear John works with an insurance broker to look for Th ; ; :
reeyearsago Nicole and Matthew gave birth to their son
betterhealth care deals and every year the costs go up. Owen. Ba/t it wagsnt too long before theg realized thatven
A horrible iliness or accident could happen to any onesof - \yasnot developing like he should.
The purpose of health insurance is thatall share the risk. But Thedoctors said that Owen had Autism. It was serious, but

when one person at Keeper Goals gets sick, their costs 9P he got immediate treatment the chances for improvement

throughthe roof. . _ would grow dramatically
This comes down to an issue of fairnessopeople — same Nicole and Matthew worked hard to get gobealth

agﬁ,same hialth hlS'[OI’%/ - thekonlyhfgélfen?e IS lt.hf'"t Oone SIS jnsuranceso that it would be theiigthey needed it. But when

behinda desk and another makes things for a living. _ they turned to their insurance company to pay for Owen’
Why should our farmers, our manufacturers, our servicgeatmentthey were rejected.

employeesind others have to pay so much more for health care? 5\ an'streatment costs more than $50,000 a yearcost
For yearswe've worked on lowering health care costs.amostno Wsconsin family could ever fafrd.

We've createdpurchasing pools and coops. They've helped, A year ago hsked lawmakers to help families who struggle

butit’s just not enough. _ with autism. Enough is enough.Senator Robson and
We have a system thatnot working. ...A system that Representativ®tt have authored legislation that would require

allowsinsurance companies to cherry—pick who they’ll coverinsurancecompanies to cover the cost of autism treatment.

..A system that too often puts insurance companiesiargl They're here because thayant lawmakers to side with

companieshead of small businesses and ordinary families. \yjisconsinfamilies not big insurance companies.

It's time for a change, andst'called BadgerChoice - a Investing in Quality Education

one-stop shop for small businessewhere theres real o
competitionamong insurance companies and real choice f%e Fﬁg\%th\?vgﬁ(alttg oggurt(f)agrgilﬁzsbtgtthif gﬁalélgfnosurﬁﬁﬁn%my

consumers. commitmento education.

Modeledoff of the most innovative solutions in the country Forme its pretty basic. It comes down to what every parent

our plan will create a consumer—driven health care marketpla e - :
for nearly 800,000 people. Z?grr:tgafrpdrsthelr child — small class sizes, good teachers, and high

Heres how it works: Overthe past year Democrats and Republicans have come

First by harnessing the purchasing power asansin's  togetherto invest in education from four year old kingierten
small businesses, we can drive down costs and provide regd’our world class colleges and universities.

savingfor fam,ilies. . ) , We've opened the doors of opportunity for evetydent
Secondwe'll createa simple, straightforward web-site and jlling to work hard and earn their waptudents like Justin

a1-800 number that will reduce administrative costsraakle  Beaver. Justin and his grandparents, Joanna and Donald, are
it easy for families to understand their options. heretonight.

Third we can eliminate the “one size fits all” health plan and  After his mother left homend his father passed away
allow employees to choose from a dozen private plans justinhad to take care of his younger brother and put himself
applyingtheir employer contribution to the otteat works best  throughcollege. He earneal3.5 grade point average and found

for them. time to mentor middle school students and coach high school
Finally — and this is the critical step — through a newfootball.

communityrating system, we'll inject reatability and fairness He also played a little football himselfA three time

—ensuring that all of us share the risk. all-American Justin was named the best player in the country

Our economyour businesses, and our families need healtfor division three football and led the University of
carereform that draws from the best Democratic ideas and thé&/isconsin—-WhitewateWarhawks to their first ever national
bestRepublican ones. A plan that gives our small businessehampionship.Justin represents the hope a@énsin.
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Justin, thanks for making us so proud. Fromthe majestic shored Lake Michigan to the brutal and
3rd vear of Math and Science beautiful waters of Lake Superiorthe Great Lakes are
isconsin’smost precious natural resource.

But the Great Lakes face many new challenges. Regions of
the country that have overbuilt look at our freshwater with an

To make sure we have more kids ready to compete in thvey
world, | urge you to pass legislation to makéhird year of math
and a third year of science mandatory for higlkhool

; enviouseye.
raduation. i .
9 As Chair of the Council of Great Lakes Governors | along
TeacherPa with my fellow Governors have taken aggressaetion,

We need high standards for our students and our teachegsgningthe Great Lakes Compact to preserve and protect our
butwe have a compensation system that rewards neiflver ~ freshwater for generations.

systemis broken. It a relic from a political fight a half a In the coming weeks, leaders in the Legislature will
generatiorago. From \dukesha to \AUsau, school districts, introduce a bipartisan plan to approve the Great Lakes
parentsand taxpayers have all had enough. Compact. | want to thank Democrats and Republicans for

Everydaywe depend on oteachers to enrich young minds helpingto move thecompact forward. Let'continue to work
andbuild a brighter future for Wconsin. But todayteachers togetherto ratify and implement this historic agreement and
in Minnesota, lllinois, Michigan, lowa all make more thanensurethat our Great Lakes remain protected forever
Wisconsinteachers. In fact startingachers in 48 other states  Closing
makemore than Wéconsin teachers. We have a certain way of doing things irisébnsin. Not

Nearly one third of Visconsin teachers — some of the mostwith a lot of flash or a lot of fanfare but with a dedicated spirit
dynamicand enegized we have - leave the profession withinanda ton of hard work.
five years for a new career and more sustainable future for their Justlook at our armed forces serving all over the world.
families. Theyand their families armaking incredible sacrifices for our

In the next budget | will present a plan to invest in ahation. Wisconsin now has 500 ¢onsin NationaGuard
compensatiorsystem that rewards teachers who takehen 0OpPSserving overseasAnother 3,400 Wgconsin National
hardestassignments, who advance their skills, and who helfpuardsoldiershave been notified that early next year they may
their students achieve success. emobilized for missions in Iraq.

Wisconsin Covenant Let me say to all those who serve —— to all those who take

: . . on the burden of protecting our nation. Thank youe'ré/
Let me introduce thredfsconsin heroes who exemplify the proudof you.

power of education... Allen BetyyKristina Clair, and Dick | also want to recognize the new Adjutant General of
George President and CEO of Great Lakes Higher Educatiofyjsconsin Brigadier General Don Dunbafhank youGeneral
GuarantyCorporation. Dunbarfor your leadership angour commitment to our state

Lastspring Allen, a teacher at Horace Mann Middle Schoolhndnation. You and all the 10,000 men and women who serve
in Wausau stood before his 8th grade class and told them abadisconsin in  our National Guard have oudeepest
theWisconsin Covenant. If they are willing to work hard, playappreciation.
by the rules, and make the grade, there will be an opportunity |jke many people in \8consinI’'m a huge golf fan and |
in higher education for them. alwayscheer for the underdog.

Kristina Clair from East Higtschool in Madison last year A few years ago Steve Stricker was struggling. A great
joined with more than 17,000 other 8th graders from all 72youngcareer that began in Edgertonisébnsin had fallen on
countiesto sign the Wiéconsin Covenant pledge. 17,008s  hardtimes. He had lost his PGA card and wasate what the
said they wanted to go to college — and they’re going to workuture would hold. He and hiwife and caddy Nicki never

hardto get there. complainedpever blamed anyone. Theprked and worked,

In Wisconsin, we're also doing the rigkiting for our ~ hopingthat one day they could overcome.
veterans. Last year we gave our veteransicket to higher Steveis the most modest gyyou’ll ever meet, but there’
educatiortuition free. no question he achievedne of the greatest comebacks in the

gistoryof the game. Last year he won the Barclays and finished

But we didnt stop there. No other state in the country ha econdn the FedEx Cup Playisito a guy they calliger.

ke high i le. Thel
done more to make higher educatioloafable e ladfour Thisis who we are in \fgconsin. This is how we dhings.

monthshave been astounding. ;
. . 9 . ) . In the face of adversityve work hard. \& work together\We
Firstwe committed nearly $198illion to financial aid and keepour eye on the ball.

approvedhe University of VisconsinGrowth Agenda - a plan Ov .
: - er the next year our state will face challenges. Our
to create mare college graduates and train theganeration nationaleconomy is troubled. In Mtonsin, we'll have to deal

of teachers, nurses,' and englneer§. ] ) with fiscal shortfalls like we've seen in other states. It will
Great Lakes Higher Education Corporation quickly requiresome dificult choices.

followed, dedicating $40 million and establishing the But if we staytrue to that which is most important — good
Wisconsin Covenant Foundation to recruit support fromschoolsquality health care, and good—-paying jobs...

businesseacross the state. And just last month John asti& . i
Morgridge announcedan incredible gift of $175 million to :jfowe act responsibly and demand accountability for what

establishthe Fund for Wsconsin Scholars, helpingublic . .
schoolstudents go to our public colleges and universities. If we recognize that we are all tied together and are stronger

| dont want any youngperson in this state to think that whenwe look out for each other
collegeis not for them — that & only for rich peopleJ want Then we will fulfill the promise of the greatest state in the

everystudent to know that if they do their part there wilkine United States..._ »
opportunityin higher education for them. On Wisconsin!

Protecting the Great L akes

To build a bright future for \iéconsin we must continue to . ADJOURNM ENT
reachacrosshe aisle, put partisanship aside, and focus on the The Joint Convention arose.
incredible assets we have in this state. 7:52 PM.
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