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Public Service Commission of Wisconsin

S5,
)
z
Daniel R. Ebert, Chairperson 610 North Whitney Way
R > Mark Meyer, Commissioner P.O. Box 7854
O wriscons® Lauren Azar, Commissioner Madison, W1 53707-7854

May 21, 2008

Senate Committee on Commerce, Utilities and Rail
Wisconsin Senate

State Capitol

Madison, WI 53703

Dear Committee Members:

We are writing in support of Eric Callisto’s appointment as Chairperson of the Public Service
Commission of Wisconsin (PSC).

Chairperson Callisto brings with him a wealth of experience, including serving as Executive
Assistant to outgoing Chairperson Dan Ebert. Prior to that, he was the Administrator of the
Division of Enforcement at the Wisconsin Department of Regulation and Licensing (DRL) from
June 2004 through April 2006. Before that appointment at DRL, he was Assistant Legal Counsel
to Governor Doyle. From 1997 through 2003, he was an Assistant Attorney General at the
Wisconsin Department of Justice in both the Environmental Protection and Civil Litigation units.
He has also worked as a public defender in New York City and Philadelphia and at the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency in Washington, D.C. He has a law degree from the
University of Wisconsin-Madison and a B.A. from the University of Virginia.

As we focus on our strategic initiatives, including environmentally sustainable energy
alternatives, accountability in the regional wholesale market, improved planning processes,
telecommunication reform, and water conservation efforts, Chairperson Callisto’s perspective,
experience, and skills will be critical in advancing Wisconsin’s balanced policies.

We are pleased to extend our enthusiastic support for the appointment of Chairperson Eric
Callisto.

Best regards,

o W

Mark Meyer Lauren Azar
Commissioner Commissioner







1425 Corporate Center Drive
Sun Prairie WI 53590 - 9109

3 - 608 - 834 - 4500

WISCONSIN PUBLIC POWER INC o

May 21, 2008

Senator Jeffrey Plale, Chair

Committee on Commerce, Utilities & Rail
Room 313 South -- State Capitol

PO Box 7882

Madison, WI 53707

Dear Senator Plale:

I am writing to express Wisconsin Public Power’s support for the nomination of Eric
Callisto to serve as Chairman of the Wisconsin Public Service Commission (PSC) for the term due
to expire March 1, 2009 and a second full term expiring on March 2, 2015. I am hopeful your
committee will promptly confirm him for this appointment.

Wisconsin Public Power Inc. (WPPI) is a regional power company serving 49 customer-
owned electric utilities -- including 41 Wisconsin communities -- that provide electricity to more
than 185,000 homes and businesses in Wisconsin, Upper Michigan and lowa. As a not-for-profit
company our focus is on securing and maintaining a diverse and reliable power supply to meet the
long-term needs of our members and maintain the economic vitality of our municipal members and
their communities. As such, the PSC is critically important to WPPI with respect to its role in siting
transmission and generation facilities, overseeing the regional wholesale energy market, and
implementing energy efficiency, conservation, and renewable programs within the state. WPPI is
confident Mr. Callisto will provide strong leadership to the PSC in fulfilling its responsibilities in
these areas. I have had the opportunity to work closely with Mr. Callisto in my role as co-chair of
the Governor’s Global Warming Task Force and have found him to be knowledgeable, dedicated
and effective. He has also demonstrated an ability to adroitly manage varied stakeholder interests
that will be advantageous in his work as Chairman.

As you know, the State of Wisconsin faces a challenging time of increasing rates refiecting
greater investment in infrastructure, increasing fuel costs, and more stringent environmental
requirements. The expertise Mr. Callisto has gained during his time staffing former Chairman Ebert
should be helpful in navigating these challenges and enable him to protect consumer interests.

Thank you for your consideration.
ily your

‘|

Xilly
Président / CEO
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To: Senate Committee on Commerce, Utilities and Rail

From: Todd Stuart, Executive Director
Wisconsin Industrial Energy Group, Inc.

Re: Letter in Support of Eric Callisto as Chair of the PSC

Date: May 22, 2008

The Wisconsin Industrial Energy Group, Inc. (WIEG) supports the nomination
and appointment of Eric Callisto to the position of Chairman of the Public Service
Commission of Wisconsin.

As the top aide to the departing Chairman, Dan Ebert, Callisto benefits from his
close familiarity with the major dockets that have been decided by the agency in
recent years. WIEG believes Callisto has a good understanding of the major
energy challenges facing Wisconsin, and is in position to take leadership of the
Commission.

Wisconsin is currently facing daunting regulatory challenges from rising fuel
prices, the installment of major infrastructure projects, plus renewables and air
emissions policies. WIEG believes Callisto will meet the challenges of setting
important regulatory policy with a combination of fairness and commitment to
doing what’s right for the citizens and businesses of our state.

10 E. DOTY STREET | SUITE 800 | MADISON, WI 53703 | PH: 608 441 5740 | FAX: 608 441 5741 | WIEG.ORG






| ALLIANT
ENERGY.

Barbara J. Swan
President

Wisconsin Power and Light Co.
An Alliant Energy Company

May 22, 2008

4902 North Biltmore Lane

P.O. Box 77007

Madison, Wi 53707-1007
Senator Jeff Plale Office: 608.458.3431
Chairman Fax: 608.458.0143

barbaraswan@alliantenergy.com

Committee on Commerce, Utilities, and Rail
313 South, State Capitol
Madison, WI 53707

Dear Senator Plale and Members of the Commiittee:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on Governor Jim Doyle’s appointment of Mr. Eric
Callisto to the position of Chair of the Public Service Commission of Wisconsin (PSCW). As
President of Wisconsin Power and Light, I want to state our company’s support of this appointment
and encourage the committee to recommend to the full Senate that it confirm his appointment.

For some time now, Mr. Callisto has served as Executive Assistant to the departing chair, Daniel
Ebert. His tenure as Executive Assistant provides him with a solid footing and important
experience in understanding and implementing the mission of the Commission. The public utility
sector is highly regulated and very complex. Many of the today’s rules and requirements are the
reflection of a long line of commission decisions. At the same time the industry itself is facing a
period of unparalleled change. The fact that Mr. Callisto will be able to step into his new role and
very quickly get up to speed will be important in maintaining the continuity and direction of the
Commission.

Mr. Callisto has repeatedly shown a willingness to hear all sides of an issue, and he has displayed a
judicious temperament when considering the competing positions advanced by different parties. He
understands how important utilities and the energy industry are to the success and growth of

Wisconsin’s economy.

Thank you again for your consideration, Mr. Chairman, and we respectfully support the
confirmation of Mr. Eric Callisto as Chair of the Public Service Commission of Wisconsin.

Sincere

Barbara J. Swan
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cieanwilisconsin

vour eavironmental voice since 1970

May 22, 2008
TO: Chairman Plale and Members of the Senate Committee on Commerce Utilities and Rail

FR: Keith Reopelle, Program Director, Clean Wisconsin
Mark Redsten, Executive Director, Clean Wisconsin

RE: Senate Confirmation of Eric Callisto as Chair of the Public Service Commission

We urge you to confirm the Governor’s appointment of Eric Callisto as the new Chair of the
Public Service Commission of Wisconsin. In his capacity as the Executive Assistant to
Chairman Dan Ebert, Eric has demonstrated a broad and deep understanding of energy utility
policy issues including environmental impacts, rate payer concerns, and service reliability,
and how all of these issues work together.

As far as environmental issues go, Mr. Callisto has shown excellent leadership on behalf of
the State of Wisconsin in the Midwestern Governor’s Association Energy Security and &
Climate Stewardship Summit and the subsequent effort to implement the Midwestern
Greenhouse Gas Accord. He has demonstrated similar leadership on the Governor’s Global
Warming Task Force. He has also played a key role in helping develop a mercury rule
proposal that balances industry and environmental considerations.

We urge you to recommend that the Senate confirm Mr. Callisto as PSC Chairman and look
forward to the potential opportunity to work with him 1in that capacity.

U 122 State Street ® Suite 200 | Phone 608-251-7020
;ﬁ gg;m?uorfm/ /’P C Sh Madison, W 533703-4333 Fax 608-251-1655
re ommunlry ares

Wisconsin www.cleanwisconsin.org | Email: info@cleanwisconsin.org Frinte 11 recsulecd papar s ot based o

Formerly Wisconsin's Environmental Decade






725 Lois Drive

Sun Prairie, Wisconsin 53590
(608) 837-2263

Fax (608) 837-0206
www.meuw.org
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TO: Members of the Senate Committee on Commerce, Utilities and Rail
Senator Jeffrey Plale, Chair
Senator Roger Breske, Vice-Chair
Senator Robert Wirch
Senator Dave Hansen
Senator Robert Cowles
Senator Sheila Harsdorf
Senator Neal Kedzie

FROM: David J. Benforado, Executive Director

DATE: May 22, 2008
RE: MEUW Supports Senate Confirmation of Eric Callisto as Chair, Public
Service Commission of Wisconsin.

The Municipal Electric Utilities of Wisconsin (MEUW) is pleased to offer its
support to the Senate Committee on Commerce, Utilities and Rail for the confirmation
of Eric Callisto as Chair of the Public Service Commission of Wisconsin (PSCW).

This is a critical time of change, some known and most unknown, in the energy
industry. New State and Federal laws associated with climate change will have an
unprecedented impact on how power is produced, how customers use power (and, more
importantly, how customers use less power more efficiently), and how much customers
pay their electric provider each month for power. Wisconsin customers are already
experiencing increasing electric bills since we are in a building cycle. The pressures on
regulators going forward will be enormous to find the right balance that will properly
address the three legs of the stool — keeping enough power in the system to keep the
lights on, keeping the power as affordable as possible, and meeting the climate change
challenges in as prompt and economic manner as possible. That’s no small task!

Based on his immediate past experience as Executive Assistant to PSCW Chair
Dan Ebert, Callisto brings the right mix of talent and experience to the table at the right
time. He has diverse experience in State Government, a keen understanding of the legal
skills involved in utility regulation, and an understanding and appreciation of the key
issues in the utility industry (e.g., future challenges in a carbon constrained world for a
midwestern state like Wisconsin that is heavily dependent on coal for its power
production, whether Wisconsin’s participation in the MISO market provides a net
benefit to customers, preserving state regulatory jurisdiction in light of a power
marketplace that continues to evolve towards a regional marketplace).

MEUW asks this Committee to make a recommendation to the State Senate that
Eric Callisto be confirmed as Chair of the Public Service Commission of Wisconsin.

Thank you.

Celebrating 80 Years of Service  1928-2008
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www .customersfirst.org

Customers. -
Plugging Wisconsin In

May 22, 2008

Senator Jeff Plale, Chairman

Senate Committee on Commerce, Utilities and Rail
Room 313 South — State Capitol

Madison, WI 53702

Dear Chairman Plale:

The Customers First! Coalition supports the appointment of Eric Callisto as
chairperson of the Public Service Commission of Wisconsin (PSC) and encourages
the Senate Committee on Commerce, Utilities and Rail to recommend his
confirmation.

As executive assistant to the current PSC chairperson, Mr. Callisto has
demonstrated a well-developed understanding of the complex policy issues that
come before the Commission. We are also confident that Mr. Callisto will preserve
the independent decision-making that is essential to the integrity of the Commission.

Our state faces significant challenges to meet our growing energy needs while
minimizing the cost to customers and mitigating the impact on our environment. It is
our view that Mr. Callisto is highly qualified to lead the Public Service Commission
as it addresses those challenges, and that the people of Wisconsin will be well
served by his appointment.

Sincerely,

/’j"’"‘ Z&Eﬁ_—'

Matt Bromley
Executive Director
Customers First! Coalition

cc. Members of the Senate Committee on Commerce, Utilities and Rail

The Customers First! Coalition is a broad-based alliance representing Wisconsin customer,
environmental, labor, business and low-income groups, Wisconsin municipal and cooperative utilities,
and an investor owned utility. Since 1996, the coalition has advocated for energy policies in Wisconsin
that preserve the state’s histonically safe, affordable, reliable and environmentally responsible
electricity.
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Citizens Utility Board

May 22, 2008

The Honorable Jeff Plale —
Chairman, Senate Committee on Commerce, Utilities and Rail

The Honorable Members of the Senate Committee on Commerce, Utilities and Rail
State Capitol
Madison, WI 53702

Re: In support of the nomination of Eric Callisto to the Public Service Commission.
Dear Chairman Plale and Members of the Committee:

The Citizens Utility Board would like to express its support for the nomination of Eric Callisto to
serve as chair of the Public Service Commission of Wisconsin.

CUB is a member-supported, nonprofit organization that advocates for reliable and affordable
utility service. CUB represents the interests of residential, farm, and small business customers of
electric, natural gas, and telecommunication utilities before regulatory agencies and the courts.

Mr. Callisto has long served the public interest in various roles in state government. For the past
several years, he has been the executive assistant to Commission Chairman Dan Ebert. Utility
regulation is quite challenging, and I was very impressed by Mr. Callisto’s ability to quickly
learn and master the many issues that come up daily before the Commission. Mr. Callisto has
helped the Commission resolve many of these issues in ways that were fair to the millions of
Wisconsin residents that depend on reliable and affordable utility service.

Given his knowledge and experience regarding utility regulation and related policies, plus his
demonstrated concern for the public interest, we believe that he will do an excellent job as chair
of the Public Service Commission.

Therefore, CUB urges you and the honorable members of the Senate Committee on Commerce,
Utilities and Rail to support the nomination of Mr. Callisto as chair of the Public Service
Commission.

Sincerely,
[e 4(/

Charlie Higley
Executive Director

16 N. Carroll St., Suite 530 ¢ Madison, WI 53703 « 608.251.3322 « fox 608.251.760%
e-mail: staff@usiscub.org *  website: wiww.wiseub.org







Sierra Club - John Muir Chapter
222 South Hamilton Street, Suite 1, Madison, Wisconsin 53703-3201
Telephone: (608) 256-0565, Fax: (608) 256-4562

S I E RRA http:\\wisconsin sierraclub.org
CLUB

FOUNDED 1892

John Muir Chapter

SUPPORT Appointment of Eric Callisto to Chair the Public Service Commission
Senate Committee on Commerce, Utilities and Rail

By Caryl Terrell, SC-JIMC Legislative Committee Chair
Thursday, May 22, 2008

Thank you for the opportunity to speak in support of the appointment of Eric Callisto, to
Chair of the Public Service Commission, to serve for the interim term ending March 1,
2009 and a full term ending March 1, 2015.

The Sierra Club, on behalf of its 15,000 Wisconsin members, is working to reduce
greenhouse gases by at least 2 per cent per year by promoting clean energy sources and
eliminating major sources of CO; and other air pollution, such as coal-fired power plants.
The Public Service Commission has an important role in steering Wisconsin’s course to
energy independence based on clean energy sources.

Mr. Callisto is known to several of our staff and volunteer leaders as a smart, capable
lawyer and policy-analyst both from his service at the Department of Justice and the
Public Service Commission.

Most recently several of us have worked with Eric on the Governor’s Global Warming
Task Force. He has made many substantive contributions to the work of the Task Force.
He appears willing to listen to a variety of views as well as ably represent his boss,
Chairman Dan Ebert.

Eric is the Administration’s representative to the on-going work of the Midwest
Governors Association Energy Security and Climate Stewardship Platform that was
adopted in November 2007 in Milwaukee. On behalf of Chairman Ebert, Eric also works
with neighboring states on concerns related to MISO, the Midwest Independent System
Operator.

Wisconsin Statutes provide the authority for a progressive energy future for the state. All
that is needed is for the Public Service Commissioners to implement it. The Sierra Club
supports Mr. Callisto for this important leadership role.
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Executive Assistant
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