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CHAPTER 5
ELECTIONS — GENERAL PROVISIONS; BALLOTS AND VOTING SYSTEMS

SUBCHAPTERI 5.58 Spring primary ballots.
GENERAL PROVISIONS 5.60 Spring election ballots.

5.01 Scope. 5.62 September primary ballots.
5.02 Definitions. 5.64 General election ballots.
5.05  Government accountability board; powers and duties. 5.65  Special referendum ballots.
5.052  Government accountability candidate committee. 5.655  Consolidated ballots.
5.054  Duties of the legal counsel. 5.66  Number of ballots.
5.055  Election assistance commission standards board. 5.68  Cost of elections.
5.056  Matching program with secretary of transportation. 5.72  Correcting ballot errors.
5.06 Compliance review; appeal. SUBCHAPTER llI
5.061  Compliance with federal Help Americai Act. ELECTRONIC VOTING SYSTEMS
5.07 Action to compel compliance. 5.76 Adoption, experimentation or discontinuance of systems.
5.08 Petition for enforcement. 5.77 Applicable procedures.
5.081 Petition for enforcement of voting rights. 5.78 Voting booths.
5.09 Certification of documents. 5.79 Instruction of electors.
5.10 Presidential electors. 5.80 Demonstrator electronic voting system.
5.15 Division of municipalities into wards. 5.81 Ballot information; arrangement; absentee ballots.
5.18 Enforcement of division requirement. 5.82 Write—in ballots.
5.25 Polling places. 5.83 Preparation for use of voting devices; comparison of ballots.
5.35 Polling place requirements. T 5.84  Testing of equipment; requirements for programs and ballots.
5.36 Notice of voting by individuals with disabilities. 5.85 Receiving, counting, tallying and return of ballots.
5.37  Voting machine requirements. 5.86 Proceedings at central counting locations.
5.40 Use of voting machines or systems. 5.87 Tabulating votes.

SUBCHAPTER I 5.89 Official return.

BALLOT FORM 5.90 Recounts.
5.51 General provisions. 5.905 Software components.
5.52 Multi-candidate elections. 5.91 Requisites for approval of ballots, devices and equipment.
5.53 Voting machine ballots. 5.92 Bond may be required.
5.54 Notice to electors. 5.93 Administration.
5.55 Information. 5.94 Sample ballots; publication.
5.56 Multiple columns and rows. 5.95 Elector information.

~ NOTE: 2005 Ws. Act 451, which made major revisions to the electiodaws,  dateswith equal votes may advance to the final election, the
including to Chapter 5, contains an extensive fatory note explaining the

changes. choiceshall similarly be made by drawing lots.
(c) The candidates may all those tied for the samefiok are
SUBCHAPTERI presentgraw for themselves. Upon refusal or absence of any of
the candidates, the board of canvassers shall appoint a competent
GENERAL PROVISIONS personto draw and upon the resultieclare and certify the winner

(d) If a question is submitted to the electors and an equmal
5.01 Scope. (1) CONSTRUCTIONOF CHS.5 To 12. Except as berof votes are cast for and against adopttbe,question fails
otherwiseprovided, chs5 to 12 shall be construed to givefeét adoption.
to the will of the electors, if that can be ascertained from the pro (5) ELECTION OF GOVERNORAND LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR. (&)
ceedingsnotwithstanding informality or failure to fully comply |n every general election to choose the governor and the lieutenant

with some of their provisions. governor,each elector shall havesingle vote applicable to both
(2) GENERAL PROVISIONSOF ELECTION LAWS APPLY. Thegen  offices. The persons receiving the greatest number of iegab
eral provisions of chs5 to 12 apply to all elections. castjointly for them for governor and lieutenagavernor shall be

~ (3) PLURALITY SHALLELECT. (a) Except as provided in p@), declaredelected, and the canvassers shall so determine and cer
in every election to choosey oficer, each elector has one votefy,

for each dfice unless clearly indicated otherwise. The person :
receivingthe greatest number of legal votes for tHeefshall be (b) In case 2 or more slates have an equal and the highest num

declaredelected, and the canvassers shall so determine and & of \_/otes for governoand lieutenant gove_rndhe 2 house_s_of
tify. elegislature shall at the next annual session choose by joint bal

(b) In an election to fill a nonpartisan statéia, if no names lot one ofthe slates so having an equal and the highest number of

arecertified toappear on the ballot, no person may be declarégtesfor governor and lieutenant governor
elected. History: 1979 c. 891983 a. 4841985a. 3041997 a. 271999 a. 158.672 1999
. . a.182
(4) TIE VOTE. (a) If 2 or more candidates for the Samef Thesupreme court has consistently constreledtion statutes as being directory
receivethe greatest, but an equal number of votes, the winner shatkeping with sub. (1) directive that election laws shall be construed to e ef
be chosen by lot in the presence of the board of canvabsgysd to the will of the electors. LanserKoconis 62 Ws. 2d86 214 N.W2d 425(1974).
with the responsibilitgo determine the election, or in the case of When40% of registered voters were denied ballots in an election to remove a

; ; + ; countyseat, the election was set aside even though the outcome probably was not
an election for state or nationalfife or metropolitan sewerage ;e i weNally v. Tollander 100 Ws. 2d 490302 N.W2d 440(1981).
commissionerif the commissioner is elected undée200.09 (1) sub.(1) applies only after an election has been hatithe will of the people mani
(am), in the presencef the chairperson of the board or the chaiffested. City of Chippewa Falls.\fown Of Hallie,231 Ws. 2d 85604 N.W2d 300

person’sdesignee. (Ct. App. 1999)99-0832 _ _
b) If i . 2 did . b Only substantiaViolations of the election law should operate to vacate an election.
(b) I, in a primary 2 or more candidates receive an equa Bhrisonv. Oconto CountyBoard of Canvassers, 2001 WI App 280 Ws. 2d 438

notthe greatest number of votes so that only one of those-camdgN.w.2d 19500-1788
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5.02 Definitions. In chs.5to 12, unless the context requiresunderwhose name candidatappear on a ballot at any election,
otherwise: andall county congressional, legislative, locaid other difliated

(1c) “Automatic tabulating equipment” meanapparatus COmmitteesauthorized to operatender the same name. Forpur
which automatically examines and counts votsorded on bal  posesof ch.11, theterm does not include a legislative campaign
lots or voting machines and tabulates the results. committeeor a committee filing an oath underl$.06 (7)

(1e) “Ballot” means a ballot label, sheet of paper or envelope (14) “Poll list” means the listvhich is compiled by election
on which votes are recorded. The term also includes a sheeP@€ials on election day showing the names and addresses of elec
card, filmstrip or other device listing or containing informationforswho actually cast votes in an election.
relativeto offices, candidates and referenda which is placed, pro (15) “Polling place” means the actual location wherein the
jected or composed on the boamt screen inside a voting elector'svote is cast.
machine. (16) “Primary” means a primary election.

(1g) “Block” means an area which is the smallest geographic (16g) “Qualified circulator” means a qualified electortbfs
area used by the U.S. bureau of the census for data collectionstateor any U.S. citizen age 18 or older who, if he or she were a
tabulation. residentof this state, would not be disqualified from voting under

(1s) “Board” means the government accountability board. s.6.03

(2) “County clerk” includes the executive director of the (16m) “Recognizedpolitical party” means a political party
countyboard of election commissioners and their authorized refhich qualifies for a separate ballot or column unde.62 (1)

resentatives. b) or (2).

(3) “Educationalofficer” means the state superintendent and (16s) “Referendum’means an election at which an advisory
school board members. validatingor ratifying question is submitted to the electorate.

(3m) “Electedofficial” means arindividual who is elected to  (17) “Registrationlist” means the list of electors whare
anational, state or local fide. properlyregistered to vote.

(4) “Election” means every public primary and election. (18) “Septemberprimary” means the primary held the 2nd

Tuesdayin September to nominate candidates to be voted for at
the general election, and to determine which candidates for state
offices other than district attorney may participate in thedth-

(4c) “Election district” means a municipality that is not
dividedinto wards, except as otherwise provided %7 (1) (b)

(4e) “Election official” meansan individual who is chged i, ajection campaign fund.

with any duties relating to the conduct of an election. (19) “Special election” means any electioather than those

(4m) “Electronic voting system” means a system in whichyegcribed in subgs), (18), (21) and(22), to fill vacancies or to
votes are recorded on ballotand the votes are subsequently.;,qycta referendum.

countedandtabulated by automatic tabulating equipment. The (20) “Special primary” means the primary held 4 weeks

;enrm::)sﬁ ;?:éugg sel%(\lltcl’)ggi% rrnnae%r:[sm which votes are recordecjbeforethe special election except when the special election is held
- - : . . onthe same day as the general electiorstiezial primary shall
(5) “General election” means the electioneld in even— pe gl on the same day as the general primary or if the special
numberedyears on the esday after the first Monday in Novem g|ectionis heldconcurrently with the spring election, the primary
ber to elect UnitedStates senators, representatives in congresgi be held concurrently with the spring primary

presidentiaklectors, state senators, representatives to theassen’tzo “ : i n
oo 1 . g) “Specialpurpose district” means any local governmen
bly, district attorneys, statefiders other thathe state superinten tal unit other than a county or municipality

dentand judicial oficers, and county fiters other than supervi u . N
; (20r) “Specialreferendum” means any referendum held at a
sorsand county executives. h " - - .
N . ,, . .. specialelection which is not held concurrently with the elections
(6) “Governing body” means the common council of a City yascribedn sub (5), (18), (21) or (22)
boardof supervisors of a town or board of trustees of a village: R ) . .
(21) “Spring election” means the election held on the first

(7) *Judge”means a court of appeals judge or a judge of a Gy eggayin April to electjudicial, educational and municipafief
cuit court. cers,nonpartisan county fi€ers and sewerage commissioners.

(8) “Justice” means a justice of the supreme court. (22) “Spring primary” means the primary held on the 3rd
~ (8m) “Labor organization” means any employeganization Tuesdayin February to nominate nonpartisan candidates to be
in which employees participate and which exists primarily for thetedfor at the spring election arnd express preferences for the
purposeof engaging ircollective bagaining with any employer personto be the presidential candidate for each party in a year in
concerninggrievances, labor disputes, wages, hours or conditiopich electors for president and vice presidenttaree elected.
of employment, or the promotion and advancement of the profes (»3) “state office” means the dices of governgrlieutenant
sionalor occupational standards and the welfsirés members goveror secretary of state, state treasuaéorney general, state
andfamilies and any granization established for the same-purgyserintendentjustice of the supreme courtpurt of appeals
posescomposed of individuals orfdiates of any such employee j,qge circuit court judge, state senatstate representative to the

organization. o assemblyand district attorney

(9) “Local office” means any elective fife other than a state  (24) “Statesuperintendent” means thtate superintendent of
or national ofice. _ _ publicinstruction.

(10) "l\/lunICIpal Clerk" means the C|ty|erk,t0wn Clerk, V||' (24g) “Voting device” means an apparatus Other thaﬂtmg

lageclerk and the executive director of the city election commigyachinewhich the elector uses to record his or her votes on a bal
sion and their authorized representatives. Where applicabig;,
“municipal clerk” also includes the clerk of a school district. (24r) “Voting machine” means a machine which serveiein
(11) “Municipality” means city town or village. of a voting booth and which mechanically or electronically
(12) “National office” means theffices of president and vice recordsthe votes cast by electors, who depress levers or buttons
presidenif theUnited States, U.S. senator and representativelotatednext to the choices listed on a ballot to cast their votes.

congress. N (24w) “Voting system” means:
(12m) “Nickname” meansa familiar or shortened form of a  (a) The total combination of mechanical, electromechanical,
propername by which an individual is commonly known. or electronic equipment, including the software, hardware, and

(13) “Political party” or “party” means a state committee-regdocumentationrequired to program, contrognd support the
isteredunder s11.050manized exclusively for political purposesequipmentthat isused to define ballots, to cast and count votes,
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to report or display election results, and to maintain and produxfethis paragraph, a person other than a natural person resides
any audit trail information. within a county ifthe persors principal place of operatiqn is

(b) The practicesind associated documentation for any of tHecated within that county Whenever the board enters into a
following purposes: settlemenagreement with an individual who is accused of a civil

1. To identify equipment components and versions of suM’glat'on of chs.5 0 12, subchlll of ch. 13 or subchlll of ch.
components. lf or wh? ﬁ investigated by tﬂe anr(élj fot: atlpozsmle ?1'\/” violation

. A . of one of those provisions, the board shall reduce the agreement

nanié To test the equipment during its development mihte to writing, together with a statement of the boarfihdings and

. . reasondor entering into the agreement and shall retain the agree
3. To maintain records of equipment errors and defects. entand statement in its fide for inspection.

4. To determine specific equipment changes to be made aftaoTe: section 19.535 wasepealed by2007 Ws. Act 1 Corrective legisla
theinitial qualification of the equipment. tion is pending.

5. To make available any materials to an elector (d) Sue for injunctiverelief, a writ of mandamus or prohibition,
(25) “Ward” means a town, village aity subdivision created ©F other such legal or equitable relief as may be appropnate
for the convenience of the electors therein and to facilitate t§@forceany lawregulating the conduct of elections or election
division of such municipalities into electiadistricts of substan ca@mpaignsor ensure its propeadministration. No bond is
tially equal population numbers along common boundarig&duiredin such actions. Actions shall be brought in circuit court
observingthe community of interest of existing neighborhood®' the county where a violation occurs or may occur
andother settlements. (e) Delegateo its legal counsel the authority to intervene in
History: 1971 c. 21; 1971 c. 304s2, 29 (2) 1973 c. 280334 1975 ¢. 931977  acivil action or proceeding under syB), issue an order under s.

56%0573' i§n7 7339:1(:) %?,-717907'9437%51'33? {;%189175 %3494&3;% ¢ i%igs' §2§Q11927§ ng 5.06 exempt a polling place from accessibility requirements
128 1985 a. 3031985 a. 304s.1m, 2, 155 1987 a. 39ks.1 to1r, 66w, 1989 a3 Unders.5.25 (4) (a) exempta municipality from the requirement

1991 a. 51993 a. 140184, 1995 a. 16.2; 1995 a. 2%.9145 (1) 1995 a. 2191997  t0 use voting machines or an electronic voting system under s.
a.35,2001 a. 16109 2003 a. 24265 2005 a. 177451; 2007 a. 1 5.40(5m), approve an electronic data recordiiygtem for main

. taining poll lists under .79, or authorize nonappointment of an
5.05 Government accountability board; powers — and - ingividual who is nominatedo serve as an electiorfiofal under
duties. (1) GENERALAUTHORITY. The government accountabil ¢ 7 3q (4) (e) subject to such limitations as the board deems
ity board shall have the responsibility file administration of appropriate.
chs.5 to 12, other laws relating to elections and election cam (f) Promulgate rules under 27 applicable to aljurisdic-

paigns,subchlil of ch. 13 and subchlll of ch. 19 Pursuant to tionsfor the purpose of interpreting or implementing the laws reg

suchresponsibility the board may: ; ; . ! .
b) In thedisch fits duti d aft idi . ulating the conduct of elections or election campaigrsnsuring
(b) In thedischage of its duties and after providing notice tQheirproper administration.

any party who is the subject of an investigation, subpaerh . .
bring beforeit any person and require the production of any (1€) ACTIONSBY THEBOARD. Any action bythe board requires
papershooks, or other records relevant to an investigation. N&fi€ affirmative vote of at least 4 members. _
withstandings. 885.01 (4) the issuance of a subpoemmuires ~ (1m) LEGAL COUNSEL. The board shall employ outside the
actionby the board at a meeting of the board. A circuit amary ~ classifiedservice an individual to serve as legal counsel sttadl
by order permit the inspection and copying of the accounts and ggsformlegal and administrative functions for the board.
depositor’'sand loan records at any financial institutiongdened (2) AupitinG. In addition tathe facial examination of reports
in .705.01 (3) doing business in the state to obtain eviderice andstatements required underl$.21 (13) the board shall cen
any violation of ch.11 upon showing by the board of probablejuctan audit of reports and statements whichraggiired to be
causeto believe there is a violation and that such accounts &ildd with it to determine whether violations of chl have
recordsmay have aubstantial relation to the violation. In the-disoccurred. The board may examine records relating to matters
chargeof its duties, the board may cause the deposition of witequiredto be treated in such reports and statements. The board
nesseso be taken in the manner prescribed for taking depositiosisall make oficial note in the file of a candidate, committee,
in civil actions in circuit court. groupor individual under chll of any erroror other discrepancy

(c) Bring civil actions to require a forfeiture for any violatiorwhich the board discovers and shall inform the person submitting
of chs.5 to 12, subch.lll of ch. 13 or subchlll of ch. 190r a thereport or statement.

licenserevocation for any violatiomf subch.lll of ch. 13for (2m) ENFORCEMENT. (a) The board shall investigate viola
whichtheoffender is subject to a revocation. The board may cofions of laws administered by the board and may prosecute alleged
promiseand settle any civil action or potential action brought @jivil violations of thoséaws, directly or through its agents under
authorizedo be brought by it which, in the opinion of the boardhis subsection, pursuant to all statutes granting or assigning that
constitutesa minor violation, a violation caused Iexcusable aythority or responsibility to the board. Prosecution of alleged
neglect,or which for otheigood cause shown, should not in theriminal violations investigated by the board may be brooght
public interest be prosecuted under seblapter Notwithstand  asprovided in par(c) 11., 14, 15, and16.and s978.05 (1)

ing s.778.06 a civil action or proposed civil action authorized ) 2. a. Any person may file a complaint with the board alleg
underthis paragraph may be settled for such sum as may be agnq viélafion of chs5to 12, subchlll of ch. 13 or subchlll of

betweenthe parties. Any settlement made by ioard shall be chy 19, If the board finds, by a preponderance of the evid ,

in such amount as to deprive the alleged violator of any benefltao omplaint is frivolous, the board may order the complaitant

Zlesr\?eraks]earl (\;Vé?er:?gr?tlrt]gjtﬁpg vﬁg‘]’gﬁgﬁn l‘? Fs)g?tﬁ:] C%T/ﬁ?cii%tngoforfeit not more than the greater of $500 or the expenses incurred
y 9 L?X the division in investigating the complaint.

or proposed civil actions, the board shall treat comparable sit . ) o
tionsin a comparable manner and shall assure that any settlement2- N0 complaint alleging a violation sf19.45 (13)may be
bearsa reasonable relationship to the severity of thienst or filed during the period beginning 120 days before a general or
allegedoffense. Except as otherwise providegub.(2m) (c) 15. SPringelection, or during the period commencing on the date of
and16.and ss5.08 5.081, [19.535], and 19.5), forfeiture and theorder of a special election undeB<50, and ending on the date
licenserevocation actionsrought by the board shall be broughpf that election, against a candidate who files a declaration of can
in the circuit court for the county where the defendant resides,diflacyto have his or her name appeattuaballot at that election.

if the defendant is a nonresident of this state, in circuit fourt 3. Any person to whom subchil of ch. 13or subchlll of ch.

the county wherein the violation is allegemloccur For purposes 19 may haveapplication may request the board to make an inves
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tigation of his or her own conduct or of allegations made by othkr suchcase, the administrator may request the assistance-of spe

personsas to hior her conduct. Such a request shall be madedial counsel to prosecute any action brought by the boartthe If

writing and shall set forth in detail the reasons therefor administratorrequests the assistance of special counsel with
4. If the boardreviews a complaint and fails to find that theréespecto any matterthe administrator shall subnid the board

is a reasonable suspicion that a violation under s@bdhas thenames of 3 qualified individuals to serve as special counsel.

occurredor is occurring, théoard shall dismiss the complaint. The board may retaione of the individuals to act as special coun

If the board believes that there is reasonable suspicion that-a vie#d. The staff of the board shall provide assistance to the special

tion under subd2. has occurredr is occurring, the board may bycounselas may be required by the counsel to carry out his or her

resolutionauthorize the commencement of an investigation. Thesponsibilities.

resolutionshall specifically set forth any matter that is authorized b The board shall enter into a written contnaith any indi

to be investigated. dfassist in the investigation, the board mayjqual who is retained as special counsel setting forth the terms of
electto retain a special investigatolf the board elects to retain the engagement. Theontract shall set forth the compensation to
aspecial investigatothe administrator of the ethics and acceunpe paid such counsel by the state. The contract shall be executed
ability division shall submit to the board the names of 3 qualifiggh, hehalf of the state by the boasdgal counsel, who shall file
individuals to serve as a special investigatofhe board may {he contract in the dice of the secretargf state. The compensa

retainone or more of the individuals. If the board retaispecial {ion shall be chayed to the appropriation under26.455 (1) (b)
investigatorto investigate a complaint against a person who is a 7 No individual who is appointed or retained.th board to
residentof this state, the board shall provide to the district attorney - _ special counsel or rfspa special investigat%r ‘s subject

for the county in which the person residesopy of the complaint S
andshall notify the districattorney that it has retained a specidtPProvalunder s20.930

investigatorto investigate the complaint. For purposes of this sub 8. Upon employment of any individual to serve as special
division, a person other than a natural person resides withirc@unselor as a special investigator for theard, the administrator
county if the persors principal place of operation is locatedf the ethics and accountability division shedirtify the max
within that county The board shall enter into a writteantract mum amount provided in themployment contract to the secre
with any individual who is retained as a special investigater séary of administration, and direct the department of administration
ting forth the terms of the engagement. A special investigator wiaogpay bills of the special counsel or special investigator related to
is retained by the board may request the board to issulepmena thatcase within the certified amount.

to a specific persomr to authorize the special investigator to 9. At the conclusion of its investigation, the board shall, in
requesta circuit court to issue a search warrant. The board Ma¢liminary written findings of fact and conclusions based
grantthe request by approving a motion to thégefat a meeting thereonmake a determination of whether or not probable cause
of the board if thévoardfinds that such action is legally apprepri existsto believe that a violation under sulidhas occurred or is
ate. occurring. If the board determines that no probable cause exists,
5. Each special investigator who is retainedtgyboard shall it shall dismiss the complaint. Whenever the board dismisses a
makeperiodic reports to the board, as directed by the board, lginplaintor a complaints deemed to be dismissed under subd.
in no case may the interval for reporting exceed 30 days. If thethe board shall immediately sewdtten notice of the dismissal
boardauthorizes the administrator of the ethics aocbuntability to the accused and to the party who made the complaint.
division to investigate any matter without retaining a special 10. The board shall inform the accusachis or her counsel
investigatorthe administrator shall make periodic reportthi of excﬁlpatory evidence in its possession

board,as directed by the board, but in no case may the reportin . ; .
y y P g 11. If the board finds that there is probable cause to believe

interval exceed 30 days. During the pendency of any investiga S . ;
tion, the board shall meet for the purpose of reviewing theprgé‘ata violation under sube. has occurred or is occurrinthe

ressof the investigatiorat least once every 90 days. The speci@Pardmay in lieu of civil prosecution of any matter by the board,
investigatoror the administrator shall report in person to the boafgfer the matter to the district attorriey the county in which the
at that meeting Concerning the progre@ghe inves’[igation_ If, alleged .V|0.|at0|resldes, or if the alleged violator is a nanesldent,
after receiving a report, the board does not vote to continue t@the district attorney for the county where thatter arises, or
investigationfor an additional period not exceeding 90 days, tHiepar. (i) applies, to the attorney general or a spemiatecutar
investigationis terminated at the end of the reporting interval. THeor purposes of this subdivision, a person other than a natural per
boardshall not expend more than $10,000 to finance the costsehresides within a county if the perseprincipal place obpera
an investigation before receivirg report on the progress of thetion is located within that county
investigation and a recommendation to commit additional 12. The board mayby rule, prescribe categories of civil
resources.The board may vote to terminaa investigation at offenseswhich the board will agree to compromise aswitle
anytime. If an investigatios terminated, any complaint fromwithout a formal investigation upon payment specified
which the investigation arose is deemed to be dismissed by Hifiountsby the alleged dénder The board may authorize the
board. Unless an investigation is terminated by the board, at thgministratorof the ethics and accountability division to compro
conclusionof each investigation, the administrator shall presepfise and settle such allegedfarises in the name of the board if
to the board one of the following: the alleged ofenses by an €énder,in the aggregate, do not
a. A recommendation to make a finding that probable caugsolve payment of more than $1,000.
existsto believe that one or more violations under sibtiave 13. If a special investigator or the administrasbthe ethics
occurredor are occurring, together with a recommended cour§gy accountability division, in the coursef an investigation
of action. _ _ o authorizedby the board, discovers evidence that a violation under
b. A recommendation for further investigatiohthe matter sybd.2. that was not within thecope of the authorized investiga
together with facts supporting that course of action. tion has occurred or is occurring, the special investigattner
c. A recommendation to terminate the investigation due &miministratormay present that evidence to the board. Ibtierd
lack of suficient evidence to indicate that a violation under subfinds that there is a reasonable suspicion thatolation under
2 has occurred or is occurring. subd.2. that is not within the scope of the authorimegestigation
6. a. If the board finds that there is probable cause to belidvasoccurred or is occurring, the board may authorize the special
that a violation under sub@. has occurred or is occurrinthe investigatoror the administratoto investigate the alleged viela
boardmay authorize the administrator of the ethicsarwbunta tion or may elect to authorize a separateestigation of the
bility division to file a civil complaint against the alleged violatorallegedviolation as provided in subd.
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14. If a special investigator or the administratdthe ethics boardto serve as a special investigator or as special counsel, for
andaccountability division of the board, in the course of an inve$2 months prior to becoming so employed or retained, naag
tigationauthorized by the board, discovers evidence of a potentishdea contribution, agefined in s11.01 (6) to a candidate for
violation of a law that is not administered by the board arisirgpartisan state or localfafe.

from or in relation to the ditial functions of the subject of the () Pursuant to any investigatianthorized under pgc), the
investigationor any matter that involves elections, ethics, of lolhoardhas the power:

bying regulation the special investigator or the administrator may 1. To requi o -
. . quire any person to submit in writing such reports and
{ok:esen:ttha}[t et\r/lldence to t.hf bdc_)atrc_i. . Tge board ma_¥_ tzere;?gg "&i€lvers to questions relevant to the proceedings as the board may
€ matier o the apprqprlag Istric "f‘ orney speciiied in " prescribe,such submission to be made within such pednd

to the district attorney specified in suld.. for prosecution of a 2. To order testimony to be taken by deposition before any

potentialviolation under subc2. or 14. and the district attorney individual who is designated by the board and has the power to
informsthe board that he or she declines to prosecute any allega inisteroaths, and, ?n such ir¥stances, to compel testirr?ony and

civil or criminal violation relatetb any matter referred to the dis : X ; f
trict attorney by the board, or the district attorney fails to-co r:lebp(rlo)d(ub(;tlon of evidence in the same mansauthorized by

mencea prosecution of any civil or criminal violation related to . . S
any matter referred to the district attorney by the board within (ﬁl 4. To pay witnesses the same fees and mileage as are paid in
daysof the date of the boasireferral, the board may refére |IKe circumstances by the courts of this state.

matterto the district attorney faanother prosecutorial unit thatis 5. To request and obtain from the department of revenue cop
contiguousto the prosecutorial unit of the district attorney toies of state income or franchise taaturns and access to other
whomthe matter was originally referredf.there is more than one appropriateinformationunder s71.78 (4)regarding all persons
suchprosecutorial unit, the chairperson of the board shall-det#ho are the subject of such investigation.

minethe district attorney to whom the matter shall be referred by (g) 1. Except as provided in sulftl, no action may be taken
publicly drawing lots at a meetirgf the board. The district attor onany complaint that is filed later than 3 years after a violation of
ney may then commence a civil oriminal prosecution relating subch. Il of ch. 13or subch.lll of ch. 19is alleged to have

to the matter occurred.

16. Except as provided in sutidz., if the board refers matter 2. The period ofimitation under subdl. is tolled for a com
to a district attorney under sulith. for prosecution of potential  plaint alleging a violation of.19.45 (13)or19.59 (1) (br¥or the
violation under subd?. or14.and the district attorney informs theperiod during which such a complaint may not be filed under par
boardthat he or she declines to prosecute any alleged cwiiinor  (c) 2. b.or s.19.59 (8) (cm)
inal violation related to any matter referredtte district attorney (h) If the defendant in an action for a civil violation of cBs.
by the board, or the district attorney fails to commence a prosegiiy > sybchlil of ch. 13 or subchlll of ch. 19is a district attor
tion of any civil or criminal violatiorrelated to any matter referred, y or a circuit judge or a candidate for either sudicef the
to the district attorney by the board within 60 days of the date é’gtionshall be brought by the board. If the defendant in an action
the boards referral, the board may refer the matter to the attomgy o iyl violation of chs5 to 12, subchlil of ch. 13 or subch.
general. The attorney general may then commence a CigiiOF " of ch 19is the attorney general or a candidate for thiitef

inal prosecution relating to the matter the board may appoint special counsel to bring suit on behalf
17. The board is not authorized to act under s@ibdor 16.  the state.

if a special prosecutor is appointed undéi8.045in lieu of the ;) ¢ the defendant in an action for a criminal violation of chs.

districtattorney specified in subd1. , 5t012, subchlll of ch. 13 or subchlll of ch. 19is a district attor

18. Whenever the board refers a matter to special counsehgy or a circuit judge or a candidate for either sudicef the
to a district attorney or to the attorney general under this subsggtionshall be brought by the attorney general. If the defendant
tion, the special counsel, district attorneyattorney general shall jn an action for a criminal violation @hs.5 to 12, subchlil of
reportto the board concerning any action taken regardinmétte ch_13 or subchlll of ch. 19is the attorney general or a candidate

ter. The report shall be transmitted no later than 40 days after {hethat ofice, the board may appoint a special prosecutor te con
dateof the referral. If the matter is not disposed of during thgfctthe prosecution on behalf of the state.

period,the special counsel, district attorney attorney general
shallfile a subsequent report at the end of each 30-day period B)A
lowing the filing of the initial report until final disposition of the
matter.

(d) 1. No individual who serves as the legal counsel to t

(i) Any special counsel or prosecutor who is appointed under
r.(h) or (i) shall beindependent of the attorney general and need
not be a state employee at the time of his or her appointment.
(2s) ETHICS AND ACCOUNTABILITY DIVISION. The_e_thics_ and
boardor as a division administrator for the board may have be% countabilitydivision haghe responsibility for administration of

alobbyist, as defined in 43.62 (1). No such individual may -11, subchlll of ch. 13 and subchll O_f ch. 1_9_ )
haveserved in, or have been a candidate, as definedir0d. (1) (2w) ELecTions DivisioN.  The elections division hathe
for, a partisan state or localfiok. responsibilityfor the administration of ch§.to 10 and12.

2. No employeeof the board, while so employed, may (39) CHIEF ELECTION OFFICER. The board shall designate an
becomea candidate, as defined inl4.01 (1) for a state or pati employeeof the board to serve as the chief electiditef of this
sanlocal ofice. No individual who is retained by the boaed State.
serveas a special investigator or as special counse| wiale so (4) EmpLoYeEs. All employees ofhe board shall be nonparti
retainedbecome a candidate, as defined idlsO1 (1) for any san.
stateor local ofice. A filing officer shall decline to accept nomi  (5e) BienniaL REPORT. The board shall include in its biennial
nationpapers oa declaration of candidacy from any individuateportunder s15.04 (1) (dthe names and duties of all individuals
who does not qualify to become a candidateler this paragraph. employedby the board and a summary of its determinations and

(e) No individual who serves as an employee of the board amdvisoryopinions issued under su6a). Except as authorized or
no individual who is retained by the board to serve as a speciafjuiredunder sub(5s) (f) 2, the board shall maksuficient
investigatoror a special counsel mawhile so employedr alterationsn the summaries to prevent disclosing the identities of
retainedmake a contribution, as definixs.11.01 (6) to a candi  individualsor oganizations involveéh the decisions or opinions.
datefor state orlocal ofice. No individual who serves as anTheboard may also include in its biennial report any information
employeeof the board and no individual who is retained by theompiledunder s11.21 (7) The board shall make such further
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reportson the matters within its jurisdiction and such recommenegarding the propriety under chsto 12, subchlll of ch. 13 or
dationsfor further legislation as it deems desirable. subch.lll of ch. 19of any matter to which the person is or may

(5f) Abvice To BoARD. The jointcommittee on legislative becomea party; and any appointingfiger, with the consent of a
organizatiorshall be advisory to the board on all matters relatirRfospectiveappointee, may request of the board an advisory opin
to operation of the board. ion regarding the propriety under cbgo12, subchlll of ch. 13

(5s) AccessTo RECORDS. Records obtained or prepared byt Subch.lil of ch. 19of any matter tovhich the prospective
the board in connection with an investigation, including the fuffPPoiNteeis or may become party The board shall review a
textof any complaint received by the board, are not subject to figgluésfor anadvisory opinion and may issue a formal written or

ight of i ti d i den.35 (1 t electronicadvisory opinion to the person making the request.
\r/l%edoinlgzrssz;)o Qn%r}ef;rf’dy 'chlégt (tehat: (1) except apro- Exceptas authorized or required for opinions speciiiesub.(5s)

(f) 2., the board deliberations and actions upon such requests
; ; - ; : allbe in meetings not open to the public. No person acting in
ggb;tdﬁﬂ% %ﬁcg::;grzn the course of a meeting or hearing by odfaith upon an advisory opinion issued by the board is subject
pen : __to criminal or civil prosecution for so acting, if the material facts
(b) Investigatory records of the board may be made public 4 a5 stated in the opinion request Have legal force andfett,
the course of a prosecution initiated under &im 12, subchlll eachadvisory opinion issued by the board must be suppbsted
of ch. 13 or subchlll of ch. 19 _ _ o specificlegal authority under a statute or other,lanby specific
(c) Theboard shall provide information from investigation andase or common law authority Each advisory opinioshall
hearingrecords thapertains to the location of individuals andncludea citation to each statute or other amd each case or com
assetsof individuals as requested under49.22 (2m)by the  monlaw authority upon which the opinion is based, and shall spe
departmenbf children and families or by a county child suppotgifically articulate or explain which parts of the cited authority are
agencyunder s59.53 (5) relevantto the board conclusiorand why they are relevant. The
(d) If the board commences a civil prosecution of a person feoardmay authorize its legal counsel to issue an informal written
analleged violation of ch& to 12, subchlll of ch.13, or subch. advisoryopinion or to transmit an informal advisory opinion elec
Il of ch. 19as theesult of an investigation, the person who is thieonically on behalf of the board, subject to such limitations as the
subjectof the investigation may authorize the board to make-avdiloarddeems appropriate. Every informal advisory opinion shall
ablefor inspectiorand copying under $9.35 (1)records of the be consistent with applicable formal advisory opinions istyed
investigationpertaining to that person if the records are availablee board. If the board disagreeith an informal advisory opin
by law to thesubject person and the board shall then make thdea that has been issued on behalf of the board, the board may

(a) The board shall permit inspectiohrecords that are dis

recordsavailable. withdraw the opinion or issue a revised advisory opinion and no
(e) The following records of the board are open to publigersonacting after the date of the withdrawal or issuancief
inspectionand copying under $9.35 (1) revisedadvisory opinion is exempted from prosecution under this

1. Any record of the action of the board authorizing the fiIinﬁUbS@CtiO“f the opinion upon which the perseriction is based
of a civil complaint under sul§2m) (c) 6. asbeen withdrawn or revised in relevant degreexcept as

2. Any record of the action of the board referring amatter%:horizecjor required under sul{ss) (f) 2, no member or

P ; L ployeeof the board may make public the identfythe individ
adistrict attorney or other prosecutor for investigation or presec LI requesting a formal or informal advisory opinion or of individ

tion. - - . uals or olganizations mentioned in the opinion. Any person
_ 3. Any record containing a finding that a complaint does npLcejyinga formal or informal advisory opinion under this subsec
raise a reasonable suspicion that a violation of the law hg§, \who disagrees with thepinion may request a public or pri
occurred. o o _ . _ vatehearing before the board to discuss the opinion. The board
4. Any record containing a finding, following an investigashallgrant a request for a public or private heatinder this sub
tion, that no probable cause exists to beliéna a violation of the section. After hearing the mattethe board may reconsider its
law has occurred. opinionand may issue a revised opinion to the person. Promptly
(f) 1. Except as authorized or required under sehdecords uponissuance of each formal advisory opinion that is not open to
obtainedin connection with a request for an advisory opiniopublic access, the board shall publish a summary of the opinion
issuedunder s5.05 (6a) other than summaries of advisory epinthatis consistent with applicable requirements under @&sd.(f).
ionsthat do not disclose the identity of individuals requesting such (7) ADMINISTRATIVE MEETINGS AND CONFERENCES. Theboard
opinionsor oganizationson whose behalf they are requested, aiha|| conduct regular information and training meetinggagious
not subject to the right of inspection and copying und&®s35  |gcationsin the state for county and municipal clerks and other
(1). Except as authorized or required under s@hdhe board electionofficials. Administrative meetings shall be desigted
shallmake suficient alterations in the summaries to prevert disxplainthe election laws and the forms and rulethefboard, to
C|0$Ihg'['he |dent|t|es Of |nd|V|dUaIS or ganlza“ons |nVO|Ved n promoteuniform procedureand to assure that c|erks and Other
the opinions. officials are made aware of the integrity and importance of the
2. a. The board may make records under shigsliblic with  vote of each citizen. The board may conduct conferences relating
the consent othe individual requesting the advisory opinion oto election laws, practice and procedure. The board magehar
the organization orgovernmental body on whose behalf it ipersonsattending the administrativeeetings and conferences
requested. for its costs incurred in conducting theeetings and conferences
b. A person who makes or purports to make public the sult a rate not exceeding the per capita cost incurred by the board.
stanceof or anyportion of an advisory opinion requested by or on (9) Sranpine. The board has standing to commence or-inter
behalfof the person is deemed to have waived the confidentiahiggnein any civil action or proceedirfgr the purpose of enforcing
of the request for an advisory opinion and of any records obtaingg laws regulating the conduct of elections or election campaigns
or prepared by the board in connection with the request for @nensuring their proper administration. If the board delegates
advisoryopinion. authorityto its legal counsel under su) (e)to act in its stead,
c¢. The board shall make public advisory opinions and recortfge legal counsel has standing to commence or intervene in such
obtainedin connection with requests for advisory opinions felagin action or proceeding.
ing to matters under the jurisdiction of the elections division. (10) STATE ELECTION ADMINISTRATION PLAN. With the assist
(6a) AbvisoryoriNIONs. Any individual, either personallgr  anceof the election administration council and approval of the
on behalf of an gganization or governmental badyay make a joint committee on finance as provided in this subsection, the
written or electronic request of the board & advisory opinion boardshall adopt and modify as necessary a state plamiets
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the requirements of .B. 107-252to enableparticipation by this boardthat requires a nomination to be submitted to the governor
statein federalfinancial assistance programs authorized undanders.15.60 (2)

thatlaw. The board shall adopt the plan and any modifications (2) No person may be nominated by the committee unless the
only after publishing a class | notice under @85 or postingon  personreceives the unanimous approval of the committee.
theInternet a statement describing the proposed plan or medifica (3) Exceptas providedn sub.(4), the committee shall submit
Droposecblan or any modificationf the plan by the board, the ° S25t e following number of nominations

boardshallsubmit the proposed plan or modification to the joint (@) To f'." one vaca_ncy2 nomlpatlc_)ns.

committeeon finance for the approvaf the committee. The (B) Tofill 2 vacancies, 3 nominations.

board may adopt the proposed plan or modification only if the (c) To fill 3 vacancies, 5 nominations.

committeeapproves the proposed plan or modification. (d) To fill 4 vacancies, 6 nominations.

_(%_1) AIDZTO CSBJNISTES(?-I)\Il?t;/IUN(I:IC(IFaALtI;IEE. Fré)m the app_ré) ge; 'If'o fill 5 vacz:lr;cies, 7 n?]rginations. f -
priationsunder s20. and(x), theboard may provide 4) If a nominedalies or withdraws, or if a nomination of the
financial assistance to eligible counties and municipalities fgfovernoris withdrawn by the governor or rejected by the senate,
electionadministratiorcosts in accordance with the plan adopteghe committee shatbubmit an additional nominee to the governor
undersub.(10). As a condition precedent to receipt of assistanceistory: 2007 a. 1
underthis subsection, the board shall enter into an agreement with .
the county or municipality receiving the assistance specifying 8054 Duties of the legal counsel.  The board legal coun
intendeduse of the assistanemd shall ensure compliance withselshall:
theterms of the agreement. Each agreement shall provide that if1) Whenevera vacancyccurs on the board, call a meeting
the federal government objects to the use of any assistanee nubrthe government accountability candidate committee.
eysprovided to the county or municipality under the agreement, (2) Assistthe government accountability candidate commit
the county or municipality shall repay the amount of the assistaneein the performance of its functions.
providedto the board. History: 2007 a. 1

(12) VoTerebucaTioN. The board may conduct or prescribe ) . o
req_uirementsfor educat_ional_ programs to i_nform electors abod-055  Election _ assistance commission _standards
boardshall conduct an educational program for the purpose fall,in consultation with the board, appoint an individual te rep

educatingelectors who cast paper ballots, ballots that are count€§entthis state as a member of the federal election assistance
at a central counting location, and absentee ballots offthet of COMmMissionstandards board. The administrator shall alse con

castingexcess votes for a singlefiog. ductand supervise a process for the selection of an elecfion of
cial by county and municipal clerks and boards of election-com
Imissionersto represent local electionfafials of this state as a
: : : : ; memberof the federal election assistance commission standards
tei Lencgﬂffbigﬁlorteﬁgfg;t:ﬁe é?é'ﬁ%?gfmﬁ%x 0223 t%g:éma board. The administrator shall ensure that the members of the fed
. 9 heireqi . ! li | eralelection assistance commissgtandards board representing
{E?gt(i) cr)]r?so ngr?(;ncl,rtﬁetr ier:;c?rgrimsatlgizggopelsetsgun% tgu\;g?mgﬂ?] g}gcﬂ gr?%is state shall at no time be members of the same political party
' Upon appointment oglectionof any new member of the federal

(b) The board may maintain a free access system under whigdtionassistance commission standards board representing this
anelector who votes under&.96 or 6.97 may ascertain current giate the administrator shall transmit a notice of timembels
information concerning whether the elec®mrvote has been onhointmenor election tdhe oficer or agency designated by fed
countedand, if the vote will not be counted, the reason that it Will 3 1aw
not be counted. History: 2003 a. 2652007 a. 1

(14) INFORMATION FROM COUNTY AND MUNICIPAL CLERKS. The
boardmay request information from county and municipal clerks056 Matching program with secretary of trans -
relatingto election administration, performance of electronie voportation.  The administrator of the elections division of the
ing systems and voting machines, and use of paper ballots-in elgardshall enter into the agreemenith the secretary of trans
tions. portationspecified under 85.61 (1)to match personally identifi

(15) REGISTRATION LisT. The board is responsible ftine ableinformation orthe oficial registration list maintained by the
designand maintenancef the oficial registration list under s. Poardunder s6.36 (1)with personally identifiable information
6.36 The board shall require all municipalities to tise list in Maintainedoy the department of transportation.
everyelection and may require any municipality to adhere te pro History: 2003 a. 2652007 a. 1

ceduresestablished by the board for proper maintenance of t§%6 Compliance review; appeal. (1) Whenever any elec
list. . y :

History: 1073 . 3341975 ¢, 8593, 199 1977 ¢, 201977 c. 1965.131: 1977 tor of a jurisdiction or districtserved by an election fafial
c. 418 427,447 1979 c. 325.92 (8) 1979 c. 89154, 328 1983 a. 27484 524 53¢  Delievesthat a decision or action of thdiofal or the failure of the
1985a. 3031985 a. 304s.3, 155 1989 a. 31192 1999 a. 1822001 a. 1002003  Official to act with respect to any matter concermoginations,
a. 35, 265, 266, 327, 2005 a. 1772007 a. 1ss.2t0 19, 94, 99,100, 103 104,107, qualificationsof candidates, voting gualifications, including resi
109 114, 112 114 116 127, 128 2007 a. 20 dence,ward division and numbering, recall, ballot preparation
Cross Refeence: See als@&AB, Wis. adm. code. el ha " 9, - ! prep '
Notice to the district attorneyattorney general, or governor is not a prerequisit€lectionadministration or conduct @lections is contrary to law
to a civil forfeiture under sub. (1) (gtice pursuant to sub. (3) is required only as0r the oficial has abused the discretion vested in him or her by law
jﬁgﬁ\"f's\f%%}gfgt(‘gg 1igéé)2)~ State Elections BoarcHales 149 Ws. 2d 306 yjth respect to any such matténe elector may file avritten
A party being investigated by the board is not entitled under sub. (1) (b) to attéwor,n complalnt Wlth, the board requesting that tifecief ,be
andparticipate in all depositions conductegthe board. Notice to the party beingrequiredto conform his or her condutt the law be restrained
investigatedinder sub. (1) (b) is limited to the boardkercise of its subpoena powerfrom taking any action inconsistewith the law or be required to

(13) TOLL-FREE ELECTION INFORMATION EXCHANGE. (@) The
board shall maintainone or more toll-free telephone lines fo

anddoes not relate in any way to the conduct of depositions the board may wis f L . . .
take. State ex rel. Block \Circuit Court for Dane Count2000 WI App 72234 Ws. 8trectany action odecision inconsistent with the law or any

2d 183 610 N.w2d 213 00-0507 abuseof the discretion vested in him or her by lahe complaint
shall set forth such facts as are within the knowledigthe com
5.052 Government accountability candidate commit - plainant to show probable cause to believe that a violation of law

tee. (1) The governmentccountability candidate committeeor abuse of discretion has occurred or will occline complaint
shallmeet whenever a vacancy occurs in the membershigof may be accompanied bselevant supporting documents. The
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boardmay conduct a hearing on the matter in the manner pee061 Compliance with federal Help AmericaV ote Act.
scribedfor treatment of contested cases unde2fif it believes (1) Wheneverany person believes that a violation @ferlll of
suchaction to be appropriate. P.L.107-252has occurred, is occurring, orpsoposed to occur
(2) No person who is authorized fite a complaint under sub. With respect to an election for nationdiicé in this state, that per
(1), other than the attorney general or a district attomey com  sonmay file a written, verified complaint with the board.
mencean action or proceeding to test the validity of any decision, (2) If the board receives motiean one complaint under sub.
actionor failure to act on the part of any electiofiaial with (1) relatingto the same subject maitére board may consolidate
respect to anynatter specified in sul§l) without first filing a the complaints for purposes of this section.
complaintunder sub(1), nor prior to disposition of the complaint  (3) A complainant under sull) or any of the complainants
by the board. A complaint is deemed disposed ihfifboard fails in a consolidated complaint under s(®). may request a hearing
to transmit an acknowledgment of receipt of the complaint withsndthe matter shall then be treated as a contested case under ch.
5 business days from the date of its receipt or if the board c@27, exceptthat the board shall make a final determination with
cludesits investigation without a formal decision. respecto the merits of the complaiand issue a decision within
(3) A complaint under this section shall be filed promptly s89 days of the time that the complaint or ¢izeliestof any com
asnot to prejudice the rights of any other party no case may Plaintswas filed, unl_ess the compla_lnant, or each of any compla_u_n
acomplaint relating to nominations, qualifications of candidatéitswhose complaints are consolidated, consents to a specified
or ballot preparation be filed later than 10 days after the complal@nger period.
antknew or should have known that a violation of law or abuse of (4) If the board finds the complaint to be without merit, it shall
discretionoccurred or was proposed to occur issuea decision dismissing the complaint. If the board finds that
(4) Theboard mayon its own motion, investigate and deterthe violation alleged in the complaint hascurred, is occurring,
mine whether any election fifial, with respect to any matter con OF is proposed to occuthe board shall order appropriate relief,
cerningnominations, qualifications of candidates, voting qualifiéxceptthat the board shall not issue any order under this subsec
cations,including residence, ward division and numbering, recafion affecting the right of any person to hold an electivieefor
ballot preparation, election administration or conduct of electior@ffectingthe canvass of an election on or after the date of that elec
hasfailed to comply withthe law or abused the discretion vesteHon-
in him or her by law or proposes to do so. History: 2003 a. 265

(5) Uponreceipt of a complaint under sifh), or upon its own
motion,the board may order any electiofficial to immediately
transferto its possession any origirdbcuments in the custody of
the official which the boardinds to be necessary and relevant t
permitreview of compliance with the laws concerning nominaa

5.07 Action to compel compliance. Whenever a violation

of the laws regulating the conduct of elections or election cam

gaignsoccurs or is proposed to ocgtlre attorney general or the
istrict attorney of the county where the violation occurs or is pro

osedto occur may sue for injunctive relief, a writ of mandamus

tions, qualifications of candidates, ward division and numberin r prohibition, or other such legal or equitable relief as may be

recall or ballot preparation or the propadministration of such appropriateto compel compliance with the lawNo bond is

laws. _ o _ requiredin such actions.
(6) Theboard mayafter such investigation as it deems appro istory: 1973 c. 3341983 a. 484.136m Stats. 1983 5. 5.01985 a. 304
priate,summarilydecide the matter before it and, by ordequire
any election oficial to conform his or her conduct to the Jaws 08 Petition for enforcement. In addition to or in lieu of
restrainan oficial from taking any action inconsistent with thefiling acomplaint, any elector may file a verified petition alleging
law or require an ditial to correctany action or decision incen sychfacts as are within his or her knowledge to indicateahat
sistentwith the law The board shall immediately transmit@y  electionofficial has failed or is failing to comply with any law reg
of the order to the &€ial. An order issued under thisibsection ylating the conduct of elections or election campaigns or proposes
is effective immediately or at such later time as may be specifigflact in a manner inconsistent with such g &wd requesting that
in the order anaction be commenced for injunctive relief, a writ of mandamus
(7) The board may withdrawmodify or correct an order or prohibition or other such legal equitable relief as may be
issuedunder sub(6) within a timely period if it finds such action appropriateo compel compliance with the lawhe petition shall
to be appropriate. befiled with thedistrict attorney for the county having jurisdiction
(8) Any election oficial or complainant who is aggrieved by!0 prosecute the alleged failure to comply undéf78.05 (1)and
anorder issued under sui6) may appeal the decision of the board2)- The district attorney may then commence the actiafiser
to circuit court for the county where thdiofal conducts business Missthe petition.  If the district attorney declines to act upon the
or the complainantesides no later than 30 days after issuance tition or if the district attorney fails to actpon the petition

the order Pendency of an appeal does sialy the déct of an within 15 days of the date of filing, the petitioner may fileshme
orderunless the court so orders. petition with the attorney general, who may then commence the

(9) The court may not conduct a devo proceeding with ackti:;(r:r. . 1983 a. 4842007 & 1
respectto any findings of fact or factual matters upon which the v Y ‘
boardhas made a determination, or could have made a determ'@%Sl Petition for enforcement of voting rights. The

tion if the parties had properly presented the disputed matters;ig, ey general shall accept a verified petitisom any person
the board for its consideration. The court shall summarily heﬁﬁeging failure to comply with section 2 of the federal voting
anddetermine all contestessues of law and shallfafn, reverse jonts act, 42 USC1973(a) and (b). The attorney general may
or modify the determination of the board, according due We'gbgmmencean action or proceeding in any court of competent

to the experience, technicabmpetencand specialized knowl risgiction on behalf of any elector of this state whose rights

edgeof the board, pursuant the applicable standards for reviewnqera2 USC 1973a) and (b) are violated.

of agency decisions under227.57 History: 1985 a. 312

~ (10) This section doesot apply to matters arising in connec

tion with a recount under 8.01 5.09 Certification of documents. Whenever the board
History: 1983 a. 4841985 a. 183.57, 1985 a. 3041989 a. 192 authorizedor required to make a certification of any document in
The plaintiff’s failure to comply with the method of review prescribed by this se¢he custody of the board, and the authority to make the cettifica

tion deprived the circuit court of jurisdiction to hear the plaitgibriginal action tion is lawfully delegateél to the boasdlegal counsel, the legal

regardingelection irregularities. KuechmannhaCrosse School District;70 Ws. .
2d 218 487 N.w2d 639(Ct. App. 1992). counselmay personally or through an employee authorized by the
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legal counsel, dfx his or her signature by means of a stammf statewide concern, in the enactment of legislatlistricts
machineimpressionyeproduction print or similar process. Thisunderarticle 1V, section 3, of the constitutian the basis of the

section does not apply to certificates of election. mostrecent decennial census of population.
History: 1977 c. 4271985 a. 3042007 a. 1 (d) Every ward shall bavholly contained within a single
county.

5.10 Presidential electors. Although the names of the elec

torsdo not appear on the ballot and no reference is made to th (2) (2) Exceptas required by pe), no cityelecting its com

. : : fifBn council at lage in which the total population is less than
avo:e fforttrt:e plre?ldentf?rr]ld wczlréretmd?nt nﬁlmed onltr:;;- 2?” ,000,andno village or town in which the total population is less
avo et OL (;3 e eﬁg? 22 tlalcafn ldates tort‘;]v om a_r:je et' ? '{han1,000 is required to be divided into wards under this section,
IS cast. Lnder chalo 12, all reterences Lo the presiaential €1€¢y, ¢ 5y g ch city village or town may divide itself into wards if
tion, the casting of votes and the canvassing of votes for presidgiit

f ident and vi ident shem th h ycreation of wards facilitates the administration of elections.
or for president and vice president, mean véteshem through n viljage or town located in a county having only one town is
their pledged presidential electors.

X requiredto be divided into wards under this section.
History: 1973 c. 334.2; Stats. 1973 s. 5.10977 c. 261979 c. 89311

(b) 1. In any city in which the population is at least 150,000,
5.15 Division of municipalities into wards. 1) (@ 1. eachward shall contain not less than 1,000 nor more than 4,000

Every city village, and town in thistate shall by its common inhabitants. o
council or village or town board, respectivelpe divided into 2. In any city in which the population is at 1e@88{000 but less
wardsas provided in this section, except as authorized in(@ub. than150,000, each ward shall contain tests than 800 nor more
The boundaries of the wards established under this section, &i@n3,200 inhabitants.
the number assigned to each ward, are intended to ferasnent 3. In any city village or town in which the population is at
aspossible, and to this end each ward shall when created conlteast10,000 but less than 39,000, each ward shall contain not less
a population at a conveniepbint within the applicable popula than600 nor more than 2,100 inhabitants.
tion range under suk2) (b), with due consideration for the known 4. |n any city village or town in which the population is less
trendsof population increase or decrease within that part of thgan10,000, each ward shall contain not less than 300 nor more
municipalityin which the ward is located. than 1,000 inhabitants.

2. Once established, the boundaries of each ward shall remainpm) Every city electing the members of its common council

unchangedintil a further decennial federal census of populatigfom aldermanic districts shall assemble the blocks wholly or par
indicatesthat the population of a ward is then above or below tiyg)ly contained within the city into wards that will enable the cre

applicable population range or until the ward boundaries argion of aldermanic districts that are substantially equal in pepula
requiredto be changed to permit creation of supervisory or aldgfgp.

manicdistricts of substantially equal population or to enhance the
participationof members of a racial danguage minority group ti
in the political process and their ability to elect representativesS all be constituted a ward by itself, except thetéfpopulation

their choice. , . _of a block substantially exceeds the populatibproposed alder

3. If the population of a wartlas increased above the maximanicdistricts in a city so that, if the block were to constitute an
mum of its population range or if the population of a ward mugfigermanic district, the populations of the aldermanic disricts
be decreased for a reason specifiedubd.2., the ward shall be e city would not be substantially equal, the city shall divide the
dividedinto 2or more wards in compliance with sy) (b). I piock to permit assembly into wards that will enable creation of
the population of a ward has decreased below the minimum of digiarmaniadistricts that are substantially equal in population.
population range or if the population of a ward must be increase (cm) Any division of blocks under this section shalldzsed

for a reason specified in suldl, the ward shall, if possible, be Eln the best evidence available. In this paragraph, “best evidence”

(c) If the population of a block exceeds the maximum pepula
for a ward otherwise specified in this subsection, such block

gﬁ?g'nneeg\gj'é?manng wé?anlgﬁaﬁvirg’cgkt&ﬁ eténg?]rdp(t)g; éet‘;]ee(: ;vuabr cludes,but is not limited to, the population of the block and other
videdinto 2 or more wards in compliance with s(@) mformationreceived from the U.Sbureau of the census and such
L - ) dataas number of housing units, utility connections and vehicle
(b) Except as authorized in sB) (&) within 60days after the yeqistrationsor a special census conducted localfgr each ward
receiptof a tentative supervisory district plan and written statgg estaplished, the population estimstell be correlated with the
ment, if any, from the countyboard of each county in which aeqits of the most recent federal decennial census, so that the total

municipality is located, thggoverning body of the municipality 45 ationreported for all wards in the municipality agrees with
shalladjust its wards according to teehedule shown in sug2). ?hepcensus rgsults. pality ag

All territory contained within the municipalitand only the tersi L .
tory so contained, on August 1 following the year of the federg (4) Every municipality shalinake a good faith fefrt to accom

decennialcensusshall be contained within a ward. Except agwdatethe tentative plan submitted by the county or counties in

authorizedin sub.(2), each wardshall consist of whole blocks. W.h!gh It IS|f|(.)C&ted ugdgr §9#0 (2)(a)gr (3).|€b) 1, ‘?‘nﬂ shall
To suit the convenience of the voters residing therein each waR§i9e :‘tse |rt1to wards in su(;:_ t"’? Ta_nrt at W(; permltt:] %cre
shall,as far as practicable, be kept compact and observe the C?Hpno county SUpefrV'S?]Wl Istne S.f'.” gpccggalnocezm i ’33‘,*
munity of interest ofexisting neighborhoods and other settle%Ion requirements for thelan specified in £9.10 (2) (apr(3)
ments. All territory within a wardshall be contiguous, except for( ) ) . ) ) . )
islandterritory as defined in sut®) (f) 3. Enactment oadoption _(€) Notwithstanding pa(b), if territory is detached from a cjty

of a division ordinance or resolution requires tHeraftive vote Village or town after adoption of a decennial ward plan, and the
of a majority of the members of the governing body remainingportion of the ward to which it was attached falls below

() The wards established by municipal governing bodida€ Prescribed minimum populatidor the applicable range, the
underthis section otthe basis of the published results of each fe§emainingportion of the population may be constituted a ward by
eraldecennial census of population shall govern the adjuswhen selt. . . .
supervisonydistricts under $9.10 (2) (ajpnd(3) (b) and of alder () Notwithstanding par(b), any city village or town may
manic districts under §2.08 (1)for the purpose of local electionsestablisha ward below the prescribed minimum population for the
beginning on January 1 of the 2nd year commencing after the ya@jplicable rangahenever the proposed ward is established under
of the census until revised under this section on the basis of Bgé (@), (d) or (e) or whenever the proposed ward contaioiely:
resultsof the next decennial censuspafpulation unless adjusted 1. That part of a city or village situated itaunty other than
undersub.(2) (f) 4., (6) (a)or (7), or unless adjusted, asratter the county in which the major part of the municipality is located.
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2. That part of a cityvillage or town belonging to a schoolnanceor resolution, adjust the wards in that town, but no ward line
district other than thechool district to which the major part of theadjustmenimay cross the boundary of an assembly distfitte
municipality belongs. town clerk shall transmit copiesf the ordinance or resolution

3. Island territory containing eesident population. In this makingthe adjustment in compliance with si) (b).
subdivision, “island territory” means territory surrounded by (8) Until divided, all elections are held in the established
water,or noncontiguous territory which is separated by the-terwards.

tory of another municipality or by watesr both, from the major  History: 1971 c. 304s3105,29 (2) 1977 c. 26418 427,449, 1979 c. 2601981

icinali ich'i c.45ss.21010, 18, 1981 c. 3141983 a. 29192, 442, 1983 a. 484s.8¢, 174 1983
partof the munlglpallty t_o which it belongs. " a.538 1985 a. 304s.8t010, 12, 1987 a. 3911991 a. 5143 315 1993 a. 2131995
4. New territory which becomes a part of a citilage or a.201 1999 a. 1822005 a. 149312

town after the adoption of a decennial ward plan. City and county apportionment is discussed. ©ftyanesville vRock County
: . . }107\Ms. 2d 187319 N.W2d 891(Ct. App. 1982).
(9) Ifablock is dected by an annexation or detachment which the court properly voided the cityplan and adopted the courstylan, even

establishes municipal boundary that subdivides the block, th&oughthe county did not adopt the plan within 60 daysekiving census data.
municipalitiesin which the block is contained shall incorporatéguntyor La Crosse.City ofLa Crossel08 Ws. 2d 560322 N.W2d S31(Ct. App.

. - A ! . )
only the portion of the block contained within their boundaries in

their ward plans. 5.18 Enforcement of division requirement. If any

(4) (a) The division ordinance or resolution shall number athunicipality fails to comply with s5.15 the countyin which the
wardsin the municipality in whole numbers in consecutive grdemunicipalityis located or any elector of the municipality may-sub
beginningwith the number one, shall designate the polling plaeeit to the circuit court for any county in which the municipality
for each ward, and shall describe foeindaries of each ward eon is located within 14 days from the expiration of the 60—day period
sistentwith the conventions set forth in&003 The ordinance unders.5.15 (1) (b)a proposed plan for the division of the munici
or resolution shall be accompanied by a list of the block numbgality into wardsin compliance with this section. If the circuit
usedby the U.S. bureau of the census that are wholly or partly caourtfinds that theexisting division of the municipality into wards
tainedwithin each ward, with any block numbers partly containefdils to comply with s5.15 it shall review the plan submitted by
within a ward identified, and a map of the municipality whiclthe petitioner and after reasonable notice to the municipality may
illustratesthe revised ward boundaries. promulgatethe plan, or any other plan in compliance with.35

(b) Within 5 daysafter adoption or enactment of an ordinanc@sa temporary ward plan for the municipality to remain feaf
or resolution under this sectidiiie municipal clerk shall transmit until superseded by a ward plan adopted by the governing body in
onecopy of the ordinance or resolution to the county clerk of eagpmpliancewith s.5.15
countyin which the municipality is contained, accompanied by History: 1985 a. 304s.9, 11, 12.
the list and map specified in pa@). If the population othe . .
municipality exceedd0,000,the municipal clerk shall furnish 2-25 Polling places. (1) All elections under ch&to12 shall
onecopy to the legislative reference bureau at the siamee Each beheld at thepolling places provided in this section. The places

copy shall identify the name of the municipality and the county GhoSershall be public buildings, unless the use of a public build
countiesin which it is located. ing for this purpose is impracticable or the use afoapublic

building better serves the needsloé electorate, as determined by
the authority chaged with the responsibilitior establishing poll
ing places under sul?2).

. . e . (2) In cities over 500,000 population, polling shall be at the
susof population, the governing body of trnicipality in which | o sastablishedby the board of election commissioners. In all

the special census was held mdy ordinance or resolution, o e cities and invilages and towns, polling shall be at the places
adjustthe ward boundaries, but no ward lagjustment may cross elftablisheday the governing body

the boundary of an assembly district. The municipal clerk sha (3) Polling places shall be established for each Septepber

tsrlzjgls@r{l)lt(cb(;‘ples of the ordinance or resolution in compliance Wltrrr11aryand general election kgast 60 days before the election, and

. for .each other election at least 30 days before the election.
(b) No later than 60 days before each September primary and(4 Each vollina place shall be ac iblall individual
generalelection, and no later than 30 days before each other elec ) (a) Each poliing place shall be accesstblel uais

d : P .~ Wwith disabilities. The board shall ensure that the voting system
ggnmgi]ﬁegogf m:)nrg evc;%Sogo?r:/)gt?;:an;)cdfsggmrp:gili?gtéeussc}l#;opgsedat each polling place will permit all individuals with disabili

acommon polling place. Whenever wards are so combined, ﬂ‘?@to v?te_wnhotl;]t :h_eneed dfo:j ?s&stehr!ceb?néi "l"'tr][ the s?me
original ward numbers shall continue to be utilizedall official et%reeo prlvacﬁ/_ a llacco_rrhg o non Ishad ede e(t: ors voting
purposes.Except as otherwise authorized under this paragraﬂﬂd. e dsarlnehpo_ ”:jg P acl‘?f: q f's para?_rap doeggg ?pplyyto
every municipality having a population of 35,000 or more shalf!d!Viduaiwno is disqualiied from voling unders. 1) (&)
maintainseparate returns feach ward so combined. In munici _(b) In any jurisdictiorthat is subject to the requirement under
palities having a population of less than 35,000, the governidg USC 1973aa—1t provide voting materials in any language
body may provide in the resolution that returns shall be maiftherthan English, the board shalhsure that the voting system
tainedonly for each group of combined wardsany election. usedat each polling place that jurisdiction is in compliance with
Whenevera governing bodyrovides for common ballot boxes42 USC 1973aa-1a
and ballots or voting machines, separate returns shall be-main (d) No later than June 30 of each odd-numbered, year
tainedfor each separate ballot required undebs82and5.64at  boardshall submit aeport on impediments to voting faced by
the September primargnd general election. The municipal clerlelderly and handicapped individuals to the appropriteading
shalltransmit a copy of the resolutiontte county clerk of each committeesof the legislature under $3.172 (3) In preparing its
countyin which the municipality is contained. In municipalitiegeportunder this paragraph, the board shall consult with appropri
having a population of less than 35,000, the resolution shalle advocacy groups representing the elderly and handicapped
remainin effect for each election until modified or rescinded, opopulations.
until a new division is made under this section. (5) (a) Except as authorized in péb), all electors within a
(7) If a new town is createat if part of a town is annexed toward shall vote at the same polling place.
acity or village during a decennial period after the period for ward (b) The municipal clerk or board of election commissioners of
adjustmentaunder sub(1) (b), the town board o&ny town to amunicipality in which an elderly or handicapped elecésides
which territory is attached or from which territory is detachednayreassign the elector to a polling place within the municipality
without regard to théime provisions of sulfl) (b), may by ordi  otherthan the polling place servirige electdis residence in order

(5) Whena town isdivided into wards, the annual town meet
ing shall be held in a location authorized unde&gGs11 (3) (a)

(6) (a) Followingany municipality—wide special federal een
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VOTING
to permit the elector to utilize a polling place that is accessibledtectioncommissioners shall prominently post a sign in the form
elderly or handicapped individuals. prescribedby the board warning electors in substance that on any
(c) The electors of more than one ward in the same municipgal!c_)t with votes cast for car)didates of more than one recognized
ity may vote at a single polling place. political partyor any ballot with votes cast for candidates of a rec
History: 1975 c. 2751977 c. 4271979 c. 891983 a. 5321985 a. 304332 1987  Ognizedpolitical party and independent candidates, no votes cast
a.391; 1989 a. 1921999 a. 1822003 a. 265 for any candidates for partisarfioé will be counted unless a pref

erencefor a party or for the independent candidéesade. If the
electordesignates a preference, only votes cast for candidates of
that preference will be counted.

. (c) At each polling place located in a municipality that is
(2) VorinBooTHS. Thereshall be one voting booth for everysenedhy more than onpolling place for an election, the munici

200 electors who voted ahe last general election. The booth$y,| clerk or board of election commissioners shall prominently
shallhave a surface on which to write or work and béaeftly 5,513 map of the geographic area served by the polling place for
enclosedto assure privacy for the elector and anyone IanUI{i‘latelection. The posting shall clearly show the boundaries of the
assistinghe elector while marking the electoballot. ward or wards served by the polling place for that election.

(3) BaLLOT BOXES. Where the voting procedure makes it-NeC isiory: 1975 c. 85199, 1977 c. 4271979 c. 260311, 355 1981 c. 420; 1983
essarythere shall be a separate ballot farxeach form of ballot a.484 1985 a. 3041999 a. 1822001 a. 162003 a. 2652005 a. 451

ateach polling place. There shall be a suitable lock and key for ) ) o _ o

each,and an opening no tger than is stitient to receive aingle  5.36 Notice of voting by individuals with disabilities.

ballot or a single folded ballot if the box is used for deposit dkny individual with a disability mayotify a municipal clerk that
paperballots. If the electors of more than one ward use the sah®&or she intends to vote at a polling place on election day and may
polling place, there shall be separate ballot boxes provided for tRguestthat aspecific type of accommodation be provided that
electorsof each ward, unless combined ballot boxes are authill facilitate his or her voting.

rizedin accordance with .15 (6) (b) History: 2003 a. 265

(4) Lavout; orGAaNizaTION. All voting booths and machines
shallbe placed apart from other activities in the polling place, wi
their exteriors infull view of the election dicials. Only the
properelection dficials, persons observing the proceedings und
s. 7.41, persons assisting voters unde682 (2)and electors
receiving, preparing or depositintheir ballots or casting their
voteson the machines are permitted in the voting area. Exc
whereassistance is authorized, only one eleata time is per
mitted in a voting booth or machine.

5.35 Polling place requirements. (1) NATIONAL FLAG. On
election days, every polling place shall properly display th
nationalflag during all hours the polls are open.

37 \Voting machine requirements. (1) Voting machines
shall give every elector a reasonable opportunity to voteurhgr
prsonfor anyoffice and on any proposition the elector is entitled
0 vote on, assure privacy to the elector so no one will know how
theelector is voting or has voted, preclude the electors from voting
é/%i persons or propositions upon whitdfey are not entitled to
eand from voting more than once for the sanfie@br on the
sameproposition. Voting machines shall be constructed to lock
. . sothey cannot be manipulated, tampength, or show the num
(5) AcTviTiEs RESTRICTED. No polling place may be situatedy e of yotes registerefbr any candidate or proposition while vot
soas to interfere with or distract electiorficifals from carrying hll% is in progress. The machines shall provide a method for elec

outtheir duties. The municipal clerk and election inspectors s ; : ; : e
. . h . X to vot traight ticket, shall permit votin lit ticket
preventinterference with and distraction of electors at polllngng ovote a straight party ticket, shall pe oting a spitficke

places.

(6) PosTINGREQUIREMENTS. (a) At each polling place in the
state the municipal clerk oboard of election commissioners shal
post the following materials, positioned so that they niey
readily observed by electors entering the polling placesaiting
in Ilrie ?h\éorteelévant portions of the volting instructions in the typg, (3) For presidential electors ordevice shall be provided to
B notice for the election as specified irl6.02 (3)and, for each T te for all of one partys electoral candidates at the same time.

referendunon the ballot, the text of the type C notice specified -E‘Qr?o(ljig\gt%eggr%Iigsﬁdoepnptoasﬁs Sircidﬁcei?éé?nthe names phttys
5.10.01 (2) (c) .

. . . (4) Voting machines may besed at primary elections when
an d%é)A(ir?tc;ggl ?é)”}% e(le;:tl(cl)(gl f(rl‘_':l)uc(iolgslvzls)p(rrc))vgt)ad(\llr)iihl d3(>$)1) they comply with subs(1) and(2) and the following provisions:
togetherwith fh L obli g E)I ' ’It' (), 'd’ d 'ﬁg 60 (1 ' All candidates’ namesntitled to appear on the ballots at the pri
ogetherw € applicable penallies provided IrL2. 1) mary shall appear on the machine; the elector cannot vote for can

2m. Generainformation prescribed by the board on federgjigatesof more than one partwhenever the restrictiompplies,
laws relating to election fraud amuisrepresentation in federal 3ngan elector who votes for candidates of any party may not vote

shall record each vote cast.
(2) When2 or more wards or aldermanic districts are joined
0 use a voting machine, underssl5 (6) (b) the machine shall
e constructed to allow the electors to votedtbmominated can
didatesand issues for their aldermanic district or ward, but for no
other.

elections. for independent candidates at the September primary; the elector
3. Two sample ballots prepared undeb £6 (2) may secretly select the party for which he or she wishes to vote,
4. The dateof the election and the hours during which ther the independent candidates in the case of the September pri

polling place is open. mary;the elector may vote for as many candidates for edicike of
4a. Instructions prescribed by the board for electors for whodghe or she is lawfully entitled to vote fdiut no more.

proof of residence under 6.34is required under €.55 (2) (5) Polling places may have more than one voting machine.

4b. General informatioprescribed by the board concernin Igilstorgfiell%g% c. ?1%4’5-29 (1) (2);1977 c. 107427, 1981 c. 3141983 a. 484
i i i ; i a. a.
voting rights undeapplicable state al’_ld fe_deral laws, InC!Udmg th State action in presidential candidate selection. 1976 WLR 1269.
methodof redress for any alleged violations of those rights.

5. Any other voting information directed to be posted by th®40 Use of voting machines or systems. (1) Except as
board. permittedin sub.(3) or as required in sub&) to (6), the govern

(b) At each polling place in the state where a consolidated bimg body or board of election commissionef&very municipal
lot under s5.655is used or an electronic voting system is utilizedy with a population of 10,000 or more before July 1, 1995, or of
at a partisan primary election incorporatingpalot upon which 7,5000r more thereafter shall require the use of voting machines
electors may mark votes for candidates of nthes one receg or electronic voting systema every ward in the municipality at
nized political party or forcandidates of a recognized politicalevery election. Any other governing body or board of election
party and independent candidates, the municipal clerk or boardcommissionersnay adopt and purchase voting machines or elec
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tronic voting systemdgor use in any ward in the municipality at (5) Eachofficial ballot shall beprinted on paper of uniform
any election. color. Different colors shall be used to distinguidtice and ref
(2) Only voting machines complying with'5.37 or electronic erendumballots and dferent colors may be used to distinguish
voting systems approved unde5s91 may be used in an electionseparateballots for diferent ofices. Sample ballots shatie
in this state. printedon a diferent color paper than thefiofal ballots, and need
(3) Notwithstandingsub. (1), any municipality may elect to Nothave the endorsement and certificate.
utilize paper ballots and voting booths instead of votiraghines ~ (6) All candidates’ names for the samficef shall be placed,
or an electronic voting system: projectedor composed on the_ballot in the same size, style and
(a) For any territory which is included in a portion of a congre§0IOr of type. The style and sizé type shall conform substan
sional district, legislative district, county supervisodystrict, tially to the oficial ballot forms prescribed by the board under s.
schooldistrict, technical college district, sewerage district or-sanf .08(1) (a) ) ) )
tary district contained within the municipality for so long as the (7) In partisan primary elections, all ballots shall beunf
numberof electors residing in the territory does not exceed 10@'m color and size, and the same type of paper shall be used for

(b) Whenever the municipality frecluded under §.23 (2) @l ballots. _ __ _
from clearing the recorders om suficient number of voting ~ (8) Unlessotherwise specifically provided, the form of all-bal
machinego serve the electors at the election. lots shall conform to the ballot forms prescribed by Hoard

(c) Whenever such action is authorized und@cis (6) unH(.jetrs..Yigfg(l)zé(a)é)u 1081 ¢, 3771983 & 464,174 1085 a. J0A1987
(d) Whenever the municipal clerk or board of election comgy. 1998 a. 18220053, 62 8 45814 5s A SRITR A

missionersreassignsn elector to a polling place other than the
oneserving the electos residence under .25 (5) (b) 5.52 Multi-candidate elections. If more than one individ

(4) Notwithstandingsub. (1), a municipality which utilizes ualis to be elected to the saméiad from the same jurisdiction
voting machines at a polling place shall not utilize a votingf district, the ballot shall prowge at the top of the column or to
machineto receive the ballot of an elector who receives assistard@right of the row for that dite: “Vote for not more than .... can

unders.6.82 (1) (a)or whose vote is challenged underes82to  didates.”.
6.94 History: 1985 a. 304

(5) A municipality which utilizes voting machinesa polling 5 53 \oting machine ballots. (1) Voting machineballots
placeshall not utilize the machines to receive the vote of an elecippy||pe placed, projected or composed on a board or screen inside
who declares to the chief inspector that, due to phydieability  the machine, under §.64and may be arranged in either columns
the elector is unable to depress a button or lever on a maching, rows. The type face shall be easy to read, and the type size may

(5m) Notwithstandingsub. (1), the governing body of a beno smaller than 8 point.
municipality which uses voting machines or an electronic voting (2) Where separate ballots are provided,ftie names or
systemmay petition the board for permission to use paper ballgf§estionsshall be placed in separate columns or rows upon the
andvoting booths for a specific election, and the board may grafhchineso they areoted on separatelgxcept as otherwise pro
sucha request. vided for referenda under 5.64 (2) (c)

(6) A municipality which utilizes voting machines or an elec History: 1979 c. 260311 1981 c. 37%s.4, 5; 1999 a. 182
tronic voting system at a polling place may pernmsie of the
machinesor system by electors voting undef<.50nly asauthe 5.54 Notice to electors.  Every ballot, except a voting
rized under s6.15 (3) machineballot, shall bear substantially the following information

(7) Whenevera municipality adopts and purchases votin§n the face: “NoTICE To ELECTORS: This ballot may be invalid
machinesor an electronic voting system, or adopts and purchasé¥essinitialed by 2 election inspectors. If casteasabsentee bal
a different type of voting machine or electronic votisgstem 0t, the br?}llot must bear the initials of the municiplark or dep
from the type it was previously using, tmeunicipal clerk or uty_clerk.
executivedirector of the municipal board of electicommission l"gsétoz%’o 1127151-5‘4271979 €. 260311, 1983 a. 484.172 (3) 1985a. 3041989
ersshall promptly notify the county clerk or executive director of ' '
the county board of election commissioners and the administratpss  |nformation. On everyballot, except a voting machine
of the elections division of the board in writing. ballot, shall be printed “Gicial .... Ballot” or “Official ... Ballot
19';?;02/{;411%215 ¢ %%‘Eigg 7(2{3 13%711 & glg 11%721 géélfé%gg & 3235532%]5230557 for ....” followed by the designation of the polling place for which
al I : : : : theballot has been prepared, the date of the election, andithe of

cial endorsemerdnd blank certificates. The number of the ward
or wards or aldermanidistrict, if any and the name of the munici

SUBCHAPTERII pality may be omitted in printing arstamped or written on the
ballotsat any location which is clearly visible at the option of the
BALLOT FORM county clerk. Printed information and initials shall appear on the

backand outside of the ballot.

551 General provisions_ (1) The type face used on a” History: 1985 a. 3041997 a. 2501999 a. 1822001 a. 162003 a. 265

paperballots shall be easy to read. .56 Multiple columns and rows. Whenevethe number of

(2) Thepaper used for ballots shall be 35 pounds per ream o gigatesor any ofice requires the use afiore than one row or
sheets 24 inches by 36 inches. If detént size sheet is used, th&olymnon a voting machine or whenever tficial or agency
weightper reamshall be proportioned accordinghut shall meet payingthe responsibilityo determine ballot positions determines
this standard. This subsection does not apply to ballots used "i’l'%tthe number of candidates for afias requires the use of more
electronicvoting systems. , . thanone column on a ballot, thafficial or agency having such

(3) All paper ballots shall be of $iefent width and length to responsibilityshall require that the rows or columns be rotated in
providespace for aliatter required to be printed on them. Exceglucha manner thadll rows are positioned on top, or all columns
on ballots usedvith eleqtronlc voting systems, aII ballot C0_|Umn%repositioned to the left, in an equa| number of wardslection
shallbe separated by lines at least one—eighth inch in width. districts. If the number of wards and election districts in which

(4) No stickers may be placed on a ballot by electidiciafs ~ voting for an ofice is conducted is not equaltijvisible, the posi
exceptunder s7.37 (6) Any other stickers appliday them shall tion of the rows or columns in the remaining wards or election dis
not be counted. tricts shall be determined by thefiofal or agency by the drawing
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of lots. The number of columns or rows shall be determingstat county clerk or by the executive director of the county board of
sametime that the positions of the candidateaimes are deter electioncommissionerin the manner specified in%s.60 (1) (b)
minedfor each primary and election. (2m) METROPOLITAN SEWERAGE COMMISSION. Except as
History: 1981 c. 37%%.5. authorizedn s.5.655 there shall be a separate ballot for members
) ) ) of the metropolitan sewerage commission if commissioaers
5.58 Spring primary ballots. (1a) GENERALLY. Atspring electedunder s200.09 (1) (am) with candidates for diérent
primary elections the ballotsnder subg(1b)to(2r), when neces seatdiisted in separate columns or rows if more than one seat is

sary,shall be provided for each ward, except as authorized insgntestecat any election. Arrangement of the names on the ballot
5.655 Except aprovided under sulf2r), only nonpartisan can  spa|ipe determined by the board.

didatesnominated for dice by nomination papers shall have their
namesplaced on the €itial spring primary ballot under the
properoffice designation, but the ballots shall allow room fo izedpolitical party filing a certificatiorunder s8.12 (1) listing

write—in candidates. : . A
the names ofall potential candidates of that party determined
(1b) MUNICIPAL; COUNTY SUPERVISORBALLOTS. (am) There nqers.8.12and afording, in additionan opportunity to the voter
shall be separate ballots for municipal and couptimaries, 4 nominate another potential candidate by write-in vote or to vote
exceptas authorized in $.655 _ _ for an uninstructed delegation the party convention. The order
(bm) For all cities the dicial spring primary ballot shall be of presidential candidates on the ballot shaliietermined by lot
arranged by the municipal clerk, using the same method as tabr under the supervision of the board. Each voter shall be given
usedby the board under 5.60 (1) (b) the ballots ofill the parties participating in the presidential prefer
(cm) Towns and villages holding a primary unde8.5shall  encevote, but may vote on one ballot anly

arrangethe ballot in accordance with the form prescribed by the (hm) Except as authorized in5.655 a separate ballot shall
boardunder s7.08 (1) (a) which shall be the same form as-prope provided for use in each voting district.

vided in $5.60 (5)and(6), insofar as possible. (c) Theofficial ballots for the presidential preference vote
(1c) MunicipaL JubGe. There shall be a separate ballot fogpa)| he securely fastened together at the bottom. The party

municipaljudges if they are elected underS5.01 (4) except as receijvingthe greatest number of votes for governor at the preced

authorizedin s.5.655 Arrangement ofhe names on the ballotﬁ election shall have its ticket placed on top and the remaining

(2r) BALLOTS FORPRESIDENTIALVOTE. (am) Except as autho
Hzed in s.5.655 there shall be a separate ballot for esdog

shallbe determined by the county clerk or the executive directof 1 hajlots shall follow in the same mannek facsimile ballot
of the county board of election commissioners of the county haytice shall be published as provided ini6.02

ing the lagestportionof the population in the jurisdiction served (3) NAMES ON SPRING BALLOT. Only 2 candidates for state

by the judge. superintendentfor any judicial ofice, for any elected seat on a
o - ; h "Yhetropolitansewerage commission or town sanitary district-com
schooldistrict oficers when saequired, except as authorized Mmission,in counties having a population of 500,000 or more only
$.5.655 . . 2 candidates for member of the board of supervisors within each

(b) In 1st class cities, the names of the candidates for the sfgirict, in counties having a population of less than 500,000 only
of the member elected at—dgr to the board of school directorsp candidates for eaahember of the county board of supervisors
shallbe placedn the dficial city primary ballot and, except asfrom each district or numbered seat or only 4 candidatesaftir
authorizedin s.5.655 there shall be a separate ballot giving thg mempers of the county board of supervisors from each district
names of the candidates for any seat to be fdlethe board of \yhenever2 supervisors are elected to unnumbeeats from the
schooldirectors from any election district. All names of candisamegistrict, in 1st class cities only 2 candidates for any ajelar
datesfor the at-lage seat shall be placed in one or more separaig,t and only 2 candidates from any election district to be elected
columnsor rows on the ballot. to the board of school directors, in school districts electing school

(c) The arrangement of candidates for school board seats shairdmembers to numbered seats, or pursuant to an apportion
bedetermined by the school district clerk or the executive direcidientplan or district representation plan, only 2 school boare can
of the city board of election commissioners by the drawing of lafsdatesfor each numbered seat or within each district, and twice
notlater than the 2nduesday in Janugrgr the next daif the first  asmany candidates as are to be elected members of other school
Tuesdayis a holiday The method of determiningrrangement poardsor other elective diters receiving the highest number of
shallbe the same as provided irbs50 (1) (b) Suficient space vyotesat the primary shall be nominees for thiicefat the spring
shall be prOVIded on the ballot for write—in candidates. election. On|y their names shall appear the dficial Spring bal

(1r) TowN SANITARY DISTRICT cCOMMISSION. There shall be a lot.
separatédallot for members of the town sanitary district COmMmIS History: 1971 c. 304s61t08,29 (2) 1973 c. 134243 1973 c. 334.57 (2) 1973
sionif commissioners are elected unde60.74and the bound c¢.340 1975 c. 931977 c. 187272 445, 449 1979 c. 32221, 260, 1981 c. 20377,
ariesof the district are not coterminous with one or more towngg%a'z‘;ﬁf%ggigégsffggggslggf 235%9(??? 12956518939;25&135259324
exceptas authorized in £.655 Candidategor different seats 27s.9145 (1) 1995 a. 201219, 1997 a. 351999 a. 15.672 1999 a. 1822003
shallbe listed in separate columns or rows if more than one se&ss.3, 4; 2005 a. 149
is contested in any election. Arrangementhefnames on the bal ) ) ) )
lot shall be determined by the town clerk of the town whose bo&@0 Spring election ballots. At spring elections all of the
of supervisors directs the electionfie same manner as providedollowing ballots, when necessarghall beprovided for each
in s.5.60 (1) (b) ward, except as authorized ins655

(2) STATE SUPERINTENDENTOF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION;JUDICIARY; (1) STATE SUPERINTENDENT; JUDICIARY; COUNTY EXECUTIVE
COUNTY EXECUTIVE; AND COUNTY SUPERVISORS. There shall be one AND COUNTY SUPERVISORS.(ag) There shall bene separate ballot
separateballot for state superintendent, judiciaficérs, county for state superintendent, judicialfioérs, county executiveand
executiveunder s59.17and county supervisogexcept as autho county supervisgrexcept as authorized in%655 For county
rizedin s.5.655 In counties having a populatiaf 500,000 or supervisorthe ballot shall be prepared in accordance with.58.
more,the ballot also shall include thosdioés under s8.11 (2) (2) and59.10 (3) Arrangement othe names of candidates for
and (2m). The arrangement of names of candidates for stateuntyexecutive, county supervis@nd municipal judge, if the
superintendentjustice, court of appeals judge and circuit coujtidgeis elected under §55.01 (4) shall be determined by the
judgeshall be determined by the board in the manner specifiecciountyclerk or the executive director of the coubtard of elec
s.5.60 (1) (b) Arrangement of the names of candidatesfamnty tion commissioners determining ballot arrangement undeb8.
executive and county supervisor shall be determinedtiy (1c), in the manner prescribed in péo).
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(ar) The names of candidates for the sanfe®fshall be methodas that used by the board undab.(1) (b). Suficient
placedin the same column. No party designation may appear spaceshall be left under eachfiae for write—in candidates.
theofficial ballot. Unless n@andidate is certified to appear onthe (p) Only persons nominated undeB5 shall be placed on

ballotfor a state dice, a space shall be provided on the bdtiot the official ballots. If no nominations are made, the spaces for this
electorsto write in the name of a person &ch dice, regardless qffice shall be left blank.

of whether there is a prlmgry for thaﬂ,Oé' , . (6) TowN. (a) Except as authorized in5s655 there shall be

(b) The board shall certify the candidates’ namesd@sifinate 5 separate ballot giving the names of all candidates for elective
theofficial ballot arrangement for candidates state superinten t4\yn offices in the form prescribey the board under 2.08 (1)
dent,justice,court of appeals judge, circuit judge and, if commiga) There shall be 2 ballot forms. One ballot form shall be used
sionersare elected under 800.09 (1) (am) the metropolitan for the election of supervisors to numbered seats and one ballot
sewerageommission. The arrangement of names of all eangm shallbe used for the election of supervisors to unnumbered
dateson the ballowhose nomination papers are filed with theaats On the ballot used for the election of supervisors to uanum
boardshall be determined by the board by the drawing of 10ts (gl e yseats, all supervisor candidates shall be listed together and
';‘te”gaf? thehz?_g Je‘:'/‘a/ﬁy in Januaryr the .”eﬁt %a%' if ”;fongt the voting instructions shall state 6 for not more than. [insert

uzesd gyls ano 'f aﬁ/ de_gever]? prr']mt"?g 'Sh ﬁb c;]r ?d Ib *  numberof supervisors to be elected] candidates”. All towns shall

a S hrawmg of all can |hat§s %rt all S ﬁ eh e d é/ Or electtheir supervisors to unnumbered seats unless the annual town
underthe supervision of the board not later than the 3rd day f‘ﬁmetingadopts a plan to elect supervisors to numbered seats. The
lowing the completion of therimary canvass to determine thehames.of candidates for town fi€e shall be arranged by using the
arrangemenof candldatgs on the election ballot. samemethod as thatsed by the board under s(), (b) A space

(c) When 2 or more judges of the same courtaig elected, spa|ibe provided under eactfiok on the ballot for a write=in can
the official ballot shall contain the names of all candidates, shafijate.

statethe number of judges to be elected and the number of-candi R .
datesfor whom each elector may vote. Each candidacy shall shBW(b) Only the names of individuals nominated under@Smay

P laced on the &tial ballot. If no nominations for an ti€e are
the branch being filled. €p .
(2) MuniciPAL JUDGE. If the election is undes. 755.01 (4) made the space for thatfate shall be left blank.

thereshall be a separate ballot listing the names of all of the-candi (EM) TOWN SANITARY DISTRICT COMMISSION. Except as autho
dates except as authorized in%655 rizedin s.5.655 a separate ballot shall list the names of all candi

. . datesfor town sanitarydistrict commission seats, if commission
(3) Cirv. (ag) Except as authorized irbssS5 there shall be 516 elected under®0.74and the boundaries of the district are
aseparate ballot giving the names of all candidates for dibesf

printedin the saméorm as prescribed by the board undet.e8 not coterminous with the boundaries of one or more towns. The
(1) (a). City electionballots may vary in form to conform to thenamesfor different seats shall be placed in separate colunns

X > rowsif more than one seat is contested at any election.
law under which an election is held.

- ) ] (7) RerFerenbumBALLOTS. Except as authorized in$.655
cit&%nffqi)ceNso party designatioshall appear on thefufial ballot for thereshall be a separate ballot setting forth all propositions requir

. . ) ) . ing a vote in the form and manner provided b§.64.
_(b) The city clerk or executive director of the city electom: History: 1971 c. 304s.9 to 11, 29 (2) 1971 c. 3361973 c. 1341973 c. 334.
missionshall arrange the fi¢ial city ballot under s5.62 (4) 57,1975 c. 931977 c. 187427, 445, 449 1979 c. 221260, 355 1981 c. 3771983
() Scroot b (a) There shall bessparate ballot for & 441951 55836 195 28 20 G ons e s 42 o Sesdy
school district dicers when so required, except as authorized §1150s.672 1999 a. 1822003 a. 242005 a. 149
s.5.655 The nationallclje?tocratictp(?rtly ha;g protected right of political .assp(I:iaFion afn?hmay
b) In 1st class cities, the names of the candidates for the © compelied 1o seat delegatemsen In an open primary in vioation or the
of t(h()a member elected at«ym' to the board of school directorfp@h??srules. Democratic Party of U.S.Wisconsin,450 U.S. 1091981).
shallbe placed on the figial city ballot and there shall be a sepag g
rateballot giving the names of the candidates for any seat 10 iy 2 rjes the following ballot shall be provided for the nomina
filled on the board of school directors framy election district, 4o of candidates of recognizedlitical parties for national, state
exceptas authorized in §.655 Thenames of candidates for theandcounty ofices and independent candidates for stefieein
Iegt_ largeseat shall be placed in the same colemrow on the bal eachward, in the same form as prescribed by the board under s.
: . 7.08(1) (a) except as authorized inss655 The ballots shabe
(c) The arrangement of candidates for school board seats shaljeup of the several party tickets with each party entitled te par
be dete(mlned by the school dlstrlqt c]erk or the executive d'reciﬂipate in the primary under péb) or sub(2) having its own bal
of the city board of election commissioners by the drawing of Iqis; "except as authorized in%655 The independent candidates
notlater than the 2ndubsday in Januargr the next dayf the first ¢ state diice other than districattorney shall have a separate
Tuesdayis a holidayif there is no primaryor not later than the 3rd 56t for all such candidatessunder s5.64 (1) () except as
dayfollowing the completion of the primary canvass if & primarihorizedn s.5.655 The ballots shall be secured together at the
is held. The method of determining arrangement shall beate 1, tom The party ballot of the party receiving the most votes for
asprovided in sub(1) (b). Suficient space shall be provided onpegjdentor governor at the last general election shalbn top
the ballot for write-in candidates. with the other parties arranged in descending order based on their
(4m) METROPOLITANSEWERAGECOMMISSION. A separat®al  yotefor president or governor at the last general election. The bal
lot shall list the names of all candidates for metropolitan Sewerggegs of parties qualifying under suf®) shall be placed after the
commissionseats, if commissioners are elected und&08.09 parties qualifyingunderpar (b), in the same order in which the
(11) (am) except as authorized in5s655 The names for the dif patiesfiled petitions with the boardAny ballot required under
ferentseats shall be placed in sepa@®imns or rows if more par (b 2. shall be placed next in ordeFhe ballotisting the inde
thanone seat is contested at any election. pendentcandidates shall be placedthe bottom. At polling
(5) ViLLace. (ag) There shall ba separate ballot giving the placeswhere voting machineare used, each party and the inde
namesof all candidatefor village ofices, except as authorized inpendentcandidates shable represented in one or more separate
s.5.655 columnsor rows on the ballot. At polling places where an-elec
(ar) The ofices to be filled shall be arranged on thiic@l bal-  tronic voting system is used other than an electronic voting
lot in the order they are named in the statutes creating them. Wrechinegach party and the independent candidates may be repre
namesof the candidates shall be arranged by usingsdme sentedn separate columns or rows on the ballot.

2 September primary ballots. (1) (a) AtSeptember
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(b) 1. Except as provided in sulzddand s5.64 (1) (e) 2.every (3) The board shall designate thefiofal primary ballot
recognizedpolitical party listed on thefficial ballot at the last arrangementor statewide dices and district attorney within each
gubernatoriaklection whose candidate for any statewoffice  prosecutoriabistrict by using the same procedaseprovided in
receivedat least 1%f the total votes cast for thafioé and, if the s.5.60 (1) (b) Oneach ballot and on each separate column or row
lastgeneral electiowas also a presidential election, every recogn the ballotthe candidates for fide shall be listed together with
nizedpolitical party listed on the ballot at that election whose cathe offices which they seek in the following order whenahese
didatefor president received at least 1% of the total vote cast faffices appear on the September primary ballot: govelier
thatoffice shall have a separate primary ballot or one or sgpe tenantgovernor attorney general, secretary of state, state trea
aratecolumns or rows othe primary ballot as prescribed in parsurer,U.S. senatQiU.S. representative in congress, state senator
(a) and aseparate column on the general election ballot in evegpresentativéo the assemblydistrict attorney and the county
ward and election district.An omganization which was listed asoffices. Below the names of the independent candidates shall
“independent”at the last general election and whose candidaappearthe party or principle of the candidates, if any5 words
meetsthe same qualification shall receive the same ballot statdess, as shown on their nomination papers.
uponpetition of the chairperson and secretary of tigamization (4) (ag) The county clerk otounty board of election commis
to the board requesting such status and specifying their pastynersshall designate thefafial primary ballot arrangemerfor
name which may not duplicate the name of an existing pafty all candidates filing nomination papers in theftasf.
petitionunder this subdivision may be filed no later tgmm. on (ar) Within a county the countglerk shall arrange the names
Junel in the year of each general election. of all candidates filing nomination papers with the clexdice

2. Subdivisionl. applies to a party within any assembly-disusingthe same method as that used by the board unsl&0s(1)
trict or county at any September primary election éhdit least (b).
onecandidate of the party for any national, state or courfigeof () The county board of election commissioners in counties
qualifiesto have his or her name appear on the ballot under §)&/inga population of more than 500,000 shall preparefiie
nameof that party within that assembijistrict or county The  cja| primary ballot. The commissioners shall arrange the names
countyclerk or county board of election commissioners strall  of 5| candidates foeach dice whose nomination papers are filed
vide a combined separate ballot or onemmre separate columns atthe county level, using the same method as that used by the gov
or rows on the ballot that will permit an elector to cast a vote f@fnmentaccountability board under .60 (1) (b)
awrite=in candidate for the_nomlnatlon of any such party ]‘or each (5) At the September primargn elector may vote for the ean
national,state and county fiée whenever that party qualifies to didatesof only one partyor the elector may vote for any thfe

berepresented on a separate primary ballot or in one or more Sghge e ndentandidates for statefife listed; but the elector may
rate columns or rows under sutidbut does not qualify under this notvote for more than one candidate for a singfief A space

Subd‘;"S‘O“- ThetbatI:oltl sthall include the name 0‘; eaclh okl shallbe provided on the ballot for an elector to write in the name
fying for a separate ballot or one or more separate colunoa/sr of his or her choice as a padgndidate for any &i€e, including

on the ballot under eachfife, with the namesf the candidates ;
o Ul . ; aparty candidate of a paniyhose hame appears on the ballot, col
;‘or ee;c?] such party aplgearlngthe sgme order in which the bal ,mn or row designated for independent candidates, as provided in
ots of the parties would appear under. gay. sub.(1) (b)or(2) (b), but no space shall be provided to write in the
(2) (a) Except as provided ipar (b) and s5.64 (1) (€) 2.any namesof independent candidates.

political organization may be represented on a separate primanisiory: 1971 c. 304s.12,29 (2) 1971 c. 3361973 c. 334,57 1975¢. 931977

ballot or in one or more separate columns or rows on the primaryo7 4271979 c. 260311, 328 1981 c. 3771983 a. 4841985a. 3041987 a. 391

ballotas prescribed in sutt) (a)and in a separate column on the=r 2, it "0 0 T =i, L er of lectors n a senate
: : : : iling iti y uisi u S i s

generableet'on ballot in every Wa'td and election dlstrTﬁ:t:quai assemblypr congressional district will qualify the politicalgamization referred to

ify for a separate ballot under this paragraph, the politicg-or in the petition as a party entitled to a separate ballot within the specific district only

nizationshall, not later than 5 p.m. on Junia the year of the Sep for all the state, congressional, legislative, and couffiigesffor whichan elector of

PR . " . atdistrict mayvote. The petition may be circulated commencing after any Novem

temberprimary, file with theboard a petition requesting Separa’[gergeneral election and ending on the June 1 immediately prior to the next succeed

ballot status. The petition shall be signed by at least 10,000 eliag September primary61 Atty Gen. 41.

tors, including at least,000 electors residing in each of at least 3

separateongressional districts. Thetition shall conform to the 5.64 General election ballots. At generalelections all of

requirement®f s.8.40 No signature obtained before January the following ballots, when necessashall be provided foeach

in the year of filing is valid. When the candidates of a politicavard:

organizationfiling a valid petition fulfill the requirements pre (1) OrriciaL BALLOT. (ag) Except as authorizéms.5.655

scribedby law they shall appear on a separate ballot or one tiereshall be a separate ballot giving the nawfesll candidates

moreseparate columns or rows on the ballot for the period endifeg president and vicpresident and for statewide, congressional,

with the following general election. legislative,and county dices in the same form as prescribed by

(b) Paragraple) appliesto a party within any assembly districtthe board under §.08 (1) (a)
or county at any September primary election only if at least one(ar) 1. The ballot shall permit an elector to do any of the fol
candidateof theparty for any national, state or countjia# quali  lowing:

fies to have his or her name appear on the ballot under the namg_ \pte a straight party ticket for president and vicesident,

of that party within thaassembly district or countyThe county - \yheneverthose diices are contested, and for all statewide,-con
clerk or county board oélection commissioners shall provide gyressionallegislative, and county fiées.

combinedseparate ballot or one or more separate columns or TOWS) \pte for individual candidates for eachics.
on the ballot that will permit an electtw cast a vote for a write—in
candidatefor the nomination of any such party for each nationafJ, c. Vote for a person whose name does not appear on the ballot
stateand county dice whenever that party qualifies to tepre ~ 10F any ofice. .

sentedon a separate primary ballot or in one or more separate col 2. When voting for governor and lieutenant govertteebat
umnsor rows under pata) but does not qualify under this para lot shall permit an elector teote only for the candidates on one
graph. The ballot shall include the name of each pqusglifying ticketjointly or write in the names of persons in both spaces.

for a separate ballot or owe more separate columns or rows on (b) The names athe candidates on the regular party tickets
the ballot under each fife, with the names of the candidates fonominatedat the primary or replacements appoinieder s8.35
eachsuch party appearing in the saorder in which the ballots (2) shall appear im separate column under the party designation.
of the parties would appear under s{if).(a) The columns shall be arranged from left to right accordirmgubd,
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basedon the number of votes received by each padghdidate dates,if any, in 5 words or less, as shown on their nomination
for president oigovernor at the last general election beginningapers.Following under the independent candidates, a etk
with the party that received the most votes.ttie right of the cel be left for writing in the names of a candidate for president and
umnsfor parties qualifying under 5.62 (1) (b)shall be placed the vice president.
columnsfor parties qualifying under 5.62 (2)in the same order () In the casef balloting for the dice of governor and lieu
in which the parties filed petitions with the board. Any columfenantgovernorthe names of the candidatsll be placed in the
requiredunder par(e) 2.shallbe placed next in ordefo the right party column by which nominated or if independent, in a column
of the party columns shall be a column for the namésdefper  designatedndependent. In each column there shall be one choice
dentcandidates for eachfafe, or more than one column if the for the elector to cast a ballot jointly for botHioés.
first column does not provide digfent space for the names of all (g) Following under the independenandidates for each
suchcandidates. office, a space shall be provided for the elector to write in the name
(d) The ofices shall be arranged beginning with president anrfl a candidate of his or her choice for thdicsef
vice president or governor arliutenant governowhenever oy RecepenpumeaLLOT. (am) There shall be a separate bal
theseoffices are filled, and then the remaininfias in the order |5i \when any proposed constitutional amendment or aihgr
designatedinder s5.62 (3) measureor question is submitted to a vote of the people, except
(e) 1. Except as provided in sul2d.each candidate’name asauthorizedn s.5.655 The ballot shall give a concise statement
shallbe placed in the column of the party by which nominated of each question in accordance vitle act or resolution directing
if independent, in a column designated independent and alt cagdbmissiorin the same form as prescribed by the board under s.
datesfor the same dite shall appear within the same rowstb@ 7.08(1) (a) The question may not be worded in such a manner
ballot. If a separate column is provided to write in the naafies asto require a negative vote to approve a propositiamn afirm-
any party candidatesinder subd2., the column shall appear ative vote to disapprovea proposition. Unless otherwise
beforethe column designated independent with the spaces pspresslyprovided, this ballot form shall be used ateddictions
videdto write in the namesf the candidates for each such partwhen questions are submitted to a vote of the people.
appearingn the same order in Whl(;h the columns of thglr parties (c) The oficial referendumballot prescribed under this sub
would appear under pgb). Along with the names of the indepen section shall be utilizedt every election, except that the format
dentcandidates shall appear the party or principle of the cangha|| pe altered to thextent provided or required by other laws
dates,if any, in 5 words or less, as shown on their nominatiogstaplishingor authorizing referenda to be conducted. Except as
papers. Independent candidates for the same courfityeoshall  athorizedn s.5.655 all referenda shall appear on a separate bal
belisted in the same manner in an order drawn by lot by or ung¥’ put more than one referendum question may appear on the
supervisionof the county clerk or boamf election commission  samereferendunballot whenever the questions are numbered and
ers.The board shall conduct a redrawing for purposeetemin 5| electors voting the ballot are entitled to vote upon all questions
ing the arrangement of independent candidates for sthte of appearingthereon. When more than ostate referendum is
who appeared on the primary ballot in the manner provided ingtacedon the same ballothe board shall number the questions in
5.60 (1) (b) chronologicalsequence. If the legislature submits questions on
2. There shall be a separate column for the candidatechf differentdatesthe board shall number the questions sequentially
party qualifying for that column under5.62 (1) (b)or (2), except basedon the date on which the questions are submitted by the leg
thatif, within any assembly district or countere are no candi islature. Exceptas authorized in §.655 state and county refer
datesfor any national, state or countyfioé representing such a endashall appear on a separate ballot from municipabecial
partywho qualify to have their names appear on the ballot und#strict referenda. The form of all referendum ballots shall be sub
the name of thaparty within that assembly district, the countystantially the same as that prescribed by the board undesg1)
clerk or boardof election commissioners shall provide a eom(a).
binedseparate column that will permit an elector to cast a vote foristory: 1971 c. 304.29 (2) 1977 c. 26427, 1979 c. 2601981 c. 79175, 377,
awrite—in candidate of any such party for each national, state ?% 51985 2 4841985 a. 3041987 a. 3911989 a. 311921991 a. 3161999 a. 182
countyoffice whenever that party qualifies to be represented i a
separateolumn but doesot qualify under this subdivision. The
ballot shall include the name of each party qualifying for asep
rate column under each fage, with the names of the candidate
for each such party appearingtive same order in which the €ol
umnsof the parties would appear under.gb).

(eg) In the case of ballotinfpr the ofices of president ar]d vice 5 655 Consolidated ballots. (1) Whenever a separatat
presidentthe names of the candidates shall be placed in the qg} is required to be used, a municipality may use a single ballot
umnof the party that nominated them or if independent, in-a ceb facilitate the use of voting machines or an electronic voting sys
umndesignated independent. In each column there shall be @iig or. if the municipality employs paper ballots, may use a con
choice for the elector to cast a ballot jointly for botficef. solidatedpaper ballot that is authorized under g@h. If a munic

(em) The names of the candidates for thiice$ of president ipality uses a single ballot in lieu of separate ballots beitot
andvice president certified under&216 (7)or filed under s8.20 shallinclude a separate column or row for arfjcef referendum
shallappear on the ballot in tiierm prescribed in §.08 (2) (a) or party for which a separate ballot is required by law and the bal
Thenames of the presidential electors for the candidates suppligtdshall be distributed only to electors who are eligible to vote for
underss.8.18 (2)and8.20 (2) (d)are not listed on the ballot butall of the ofices and referenda appearing on the ballot.
avote for the candidates for president afw presidentis avote  (2) whenevera municipality employingpaper ballots is
for them through their named presidential electors. requiredto utilize separate ballots for certairiicés, referenda or

(es) The party candidates shall be arranged consecutively frpartiesat an election, the municipalitpay with the approval of
top to bottom based on the number of votes received by theéie county clerk or board of election commissioners of each
party’s candidate for governor at the last election beginmiitly  countyin which there is located any portiofithe municipality
the party that received the most votes. The independemthereone ormore electors reside, substitute a single consolidated
president-vicgresident candidates shall be listed together in @aperballot or a ballot that is designed to be utilized with an-elec
orderdrawn by lot by or under supervision of the board, followingonic voting system, ithe ballot contains all of the applicable
underthe party candidatesilong with the names of the indepen informationrequired to be provided for paper ballots at that-elec
dentcandidates shall appear the party or principle of the €antion.

.65 Special referendum ballots.  Unless otherwise pro
ded, ballots for special referenda shall conform to the format
sprescribeolmder s5.64 (2) insofar as applicable.

History: 1983 a. 4841999 a. 182
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(3) The board shall prescribe notices and instructions to be (3m) Theelection administration council shall provide guid
givento electors who use a ballot that is authorized undef2ub. anceto local units ojovernment concerning the procurement of
in lieu of any noticesind instructions that are applicable only t@lectionapparatus, ballots, ballot forms, materials, and supplies
municipalities employing separate paper ballots. for use in elections in this state to help ensure that competitive

History: 1999 a. 182 pricesare obtained by those units of government.
) (4) Except as provided under s(B), the cost of compensa
5.66 Number of ballots. (1) For local elections, where nec tion of election dficials and trainees shall be borne in the manner
essary,municipal clerks shall have digfent ballots printecor providedin s.7.03
otherwiseprepared whenever a voting system does not utilize 5) If a chage is made for the use of a polling place,dhage

printed ballots to assure a ballot for all electors or votingp4i’he paid by thenunicipality establishing the polling place

machines.For all other elections the municipal clerks shall certify a5 5 25 (2)unless the ; ;
. " : .5. polling place is used to conduct a spe
to their county clerk, on the first dajf the 2nd month preceding (5| glection that is called by a umif government other than the

the month in which the primary is held, the approximate numb P iohi ;
of electors in the municipalityThe county clerk shall total these@fateorthe municipality establishing the polling place and the spe

- e cial election is not held concurrently with an election specified in
estimatesand o_rder a stj_tlent supply to assure ballots fall ¢ ¢ 5o (5)(18), (21) or(22). In such case the ciarshall bepaid
electorsand voting machines. by the unit of government that calls the special election.

() Th; county clebrk orfboard IOf gleltlction _<I:_cr>‘mmissi_o_rm1lalll (6) Theclerk of each county or municipality shall submit an
print asuficient number of sample ballots. ‘The municipal clerl, sice 1o the clerk of each municipality afistrict which is

orhboard %f election Cltymmissioneri s”halldprint sample Ea” sponsibléfor payment of election costs under this section. The
wheneverthe municipality prepares ballomider s7.15 (2) (b) mynicipality or district shall make payment to the county or
or(c). Sample ballots shall be printed on nonwhite colored PaRG(inicipal treasurer

andshall be overprinted "SAMPLE". aling machine sample bal I(7) Any municipalitythat maintained polling hours beginning

lots shall be a reduced size diagram of the face of the boar%% . h : 2
screeninside the voting machine with all candidates, issues alfic! than 7 a.m. prior to April 29, 2006, atitat incurs additional
coststo adjust its polling hours to begin at 7 aahany election

voting instructions as they wiippear on the fifial ballot. Sam : > . ; .
ple ballots to be used with an electronic voting systenvirch  Neldafter April 29, 2006, may file a claim with the board for reim
Msemenbf those costs. The claim shak accompanied by

ballotsthat are distributed to electors are used shall be an ac atesubstantiati £ all ts i d. The board shall
sizecopy of theballot. The clerk or board of election commission2PPropriatesubstantiation ot afl costs incurred. € board sha

ersprinting the ballots shall distributae samples approximately udit the claim and, if the board finds that the costs have been
asfollows: 45% shall be kept in the cleskorboards ofice and incurredby the municipalityand the costs would not have been

distributedto electors requesting them; 45% shall be settt¢o {?‘cugredgutgolrl the r%qulrerphent to qpmlll_ltngfpla;%es at7 at'm”N
municipalities,or, if the municipality prints ballots, 45% shall be € board shall reimburse the municipaiity for those costs. - No
sentto the county for distribution to theectors; and 10% shall peClaim is payable under this subsection unless the claim is filed
reservedo be sent tehe polling places by municipalities in pro with the board, together with appropriate substantiation, wiin

portionto the number certified in sufl) and made available to daysfollowmg the date on which the costs are incurred.
electorsat the polls on election day History: 1979 c. 260311, 355 1985 a. 3041993 a. 3991999 a. 1822001 a.

16; 2005 a. 333451
History: 1979 c. 260311, 355 1983 a. 4841987 a. 3912001 a. 16

. . 5.72 Correcting ballot errors. (1) As soonas possible after

5.68 Cost of elections. (1) The cost of acquisition of ballot jy5|0tsare delivered to theounty clerk or to the municipal clerk
boxesand voting boothg, voting machines or electronic voting ne municipality is preparing ballots unde7sl5 (2) but not
systemsand regular maintenance thereof shall be borne by fagerthan 3 weeks before any election relatimg state or national
municipalitiesin which the boxes, booths, machinessgstems ffice or statewide referendum, the county or municipal qbeek
areused. paring the ballots shall submit one copy of each ballot to the board

(2) Exceptas otherwise expressly provided, all costs for balor review of possible errors. If the contractor preparing the bal
lots, supplies, notices and any other materials necessary in-pref#g supplies proofs in advance of ballot preparation, the clerk
ing or conducting any election shall be paid for by the county ehall submitone copy of the proofs in lieu of actual ballots. If a
municipality whose clerk or board of election commissioners igting machine ballot or other ballot combining local candidates
responsibldor providing them. If a ballot is prepared fas@hool, or referenda with state or national candidates or referenda is used,
technicalcollege, sewerage or sanitary district, the district shalie entire ballot shall be submitted, but if ballots intended for dis
pay for the cost of the ballot. If no other level of government igibution to electors are used, only those ballots relating to state or
involvedin a school, technical college, seweragesanitary dis nationaloffices and statewide referenda needblemitted. This
trict election, the district shall pay for all costs of the ballots; supubsectiordoes not require delay of ballot distribution or mailing
plies, notices and other materials. If ballots, supplies, notices@frabsentee ballots.

othermaterials are used for elections within more than one unit of(z) Theboard shall review ballots and proof copies submitted
local government, thecosts shall be proportionately dividedndersub.(1) and shall notify the county and municipal clerk of
betweenthe units of local government involved in the electioryny error as soon as possible but in no event later than 7 days after
In a 1st class cityall costs otherwise attributable to a schdis!  sypmission. The clerk is not required to correct a ballot error upon
trict shall be paid by the city receiptof noticeof the errorunless ordered to do so under $8b.

(3) If voting machines are used or if an electronic voting sysr s.5.06 (6)
temis used in which all candidates and referenda appear on thqg) Whenevemanaffidavit is filed by the board or any elector
same ballot, the ballots for all national, state and courigesf g|legingan error or omission in the preparation d&dlot, the cir
andfor county and state referenda shall be prepared and paiddi court for the county where the ballot is proposed to be used
by the county wherein they are used. If the voting machine or elgg jts presiding judge, by ordenay summarily require a county
tronic voting systenballot includes a municipal or school, teehnior municipal clerk to correct the errar show cause why it should

cal qollege, sewerage or sani;ary district ballot, the cost of thadt pe corrected and, by ordafterthe hearing, have the correc
portion of the ballot shall be reimbursedttee county or paid for tigy made.

by the municipality or district, except as provided in a 1St d#8S  \jisiory: 1979 c. 2601979 c. 315,18, 1979 . 35859, 10; Stats. 1979 s. 5.72;
schooldistrict under sub(2). 1981c. 377 1983 a. 484
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VOTING
SUBCHAPTER I (4) In partisan primary elections, if a ballot contains the names
of candidates of more than one party or the names of party candi
ELECTRONIC VOTING SYSTEMS datesand independent candidatiéshall provide a space for elec

torsto designate a party preference or a preference for the inde
pendentcandidates. Failure to designate a preference does not
validateany votes cast by an electexcept as provided in s.
50(1) (d)

History: 1979 c. 31; 1985 a. 3041999 a. 1822001 a. 16

5.76 Adoption, experimentation or discontinuance of !
systems. The governing body or board of election Commissiorﬁin
ers of any municipality may by ordinance or resolutiadopt, ‘-
experimentwith, or discontinue any electronic voting system
authorizedby this subchapter and approved undé: %l for use

in this state, and may purchase or lease materials or equipmen
suchsystem to be used in all or some of the wards within itsjurf Y
diction, either exclusivelyn combination with mechanical voting f
machines, or itombination with paper ballots where such ballo

fg Write—in ballots. If the ballot employed by a municipal
oesnot provide a space for write—in votes, the municipality

allprovide a separate write—irallot, which may be in the form

a paper ballot, to permit electors to write in the names of persons

areauthorized to be used. hosenames are not on the ballot whenever write—in votes are

authorized.
History: 1979 c. 31; 1985 a. 304 ) . .
Cross Refeence: See also chGAB 7, Wis. adm. code. History: 1979 c. 31; 1987 a. 3912001 a. 16

5.77 Applicable procedures. (1) So far as applicable, the 5-83 Preparation for use of voting devices; compari -
procedureprovided for voting paper ballots applieben an elec  Son of ballots.  Where voting devices are used at a polling place,
tronic voting system employing the use ludllots distributed to the municipal clerk shall cause the voting devices to be put in
electorsis used. order,set, adjusted and made ready for voting when deliviered
(2) Sofar as applicable, the procedure provided for votin epolling place. Before the opening of the polls the inspectors

; ; ; : : ; llcompare the ballots used in the voting devices with the sam
with mechanical voting machines applies when an electronic vi a :
ing system employinghe use of electronic voting machines i e ballots furnished and see that the names, numbere texs

hereonagree and shall certify thereto on forprevided by the

used.
History: 1979 c. 31. boa.'rd' .
Cross Refeence: See also ctGAB 7, Wis. adm. code. History: 1979 c. 31.

5.78 Voting booths. At polling places where an electronic®-84 Testing of equipment; requirements for programs .
voting system employing the use of ballots distributed to electc¥§d ballots. (1) Where any municipality employs an electronic
is used, the municipality shall supply afeiént number of voting VOting systemwhich utilizes automatic tabulating equipment,
boothsfor the use of electors as provided 585 (2) eitherat the polling place or at a central counting location, the
History: 1979 c. 31. municipalclerk shall, on any day not more than 10 days prior to
the election day on which the equipment is to be utilized, have the
5.79 Instruction of electors. At polling places wheran equipmentested to ascertain that it will correctly count the votes
electronicvoting system employing the uselfllots and voting castfor all offices and on all measures. Public notice of the time
devicesis used, the electionfficials shall ofer each elector andplace of the test shall be given by the clerk at least 48 hours
instructionin the operation of the voting device and ballot beforgrior to the test by publication of a class 1 notice unde®@%in
the elector enters the voting booth. No instructions magiten oneor more newspapers publishedthin the municipality if a
afterthe elector has entered the voting booth, except as authorizewspapeis published therein, otherwise in a newspaper of gen
unders.6.82 (2) All instructions shall be given by electioriiof eralcirculation therein. The test shall be open to the public. The
cialsin such a manner that they may be observed by péteons testshall be conducted by processing a preaudited group of ballots
in the polling place. somarked as to record a predetermined number of valid votes for
History: 1979 c. 31; 2001 a. 16 eachcandidate and on each referendum. The test shall include for
eachoffice one or more ballots which have votes in excess of the
5.80 Demonstrator electronic voting system. Whenan numberallowed by law and, for a partisan primary election, one
electronicvoting system is used in a forthcoming election, ther more ballots which have votes cast for candidates of thare
municipalclerk may provide, for the purpose of instructing ele@ne recognized political partyn order to test the ability of the
torsin the election, one or more demonstrator electronic votimgitomatictabulating equipment to reject such votes. If any error
systemausing the names of fictitious candidates or fictitious queis detected, the municipal clerk shall ascertain the cause and cor
tionsfor placement in any public building within the municipalityrectthe error The clerkshall make an errorless count before the
in which the election occurs. $tich placement of a demonstratoautomatictabulating equipment is approvby the clerk for use
takesplace it shall be made available at least 30 days before tin¢he election.

election. (2) Beforebeginning the ballot count at each polling place or
History: 1979 c. 31. atthe central counting location, the electiofioidils shall witness
. ) atest of the automatic tabulating equipment by engaging the print
5.81 Ballot information; arrangement; absentee bal - jng mechanism and securing a printedult showing a zero count

lots. (1) Whenever the statutes provide for the use of separgi¢ every candidate and referendum. After the completion of the
ballotsor columns or rows for fies, parties oreferenda, and an count,the ballots and programs used shall be sealed and retained

electronicvoting system in which ballots are distributed to elegnderthe custody of the municipal clerk in a secure location.
tors isused at a polling place, a single ballot may be used for alljisory. 1979 ¢. 31: 2001 a. 162005 a. 92

offices, referenda and parties. The ballot information, whether
placedon the ballot oon the voting device, shall, as far as practs 85 Receiving, counting, tallying and return of bal -
cable,be grouped and orderédthe same manner as provided fofots, (1) At any pollingplace at which an electronic voting sys
other ballots under this chaptexcept that the information on thetemis utilized, thefollowing procedures for receiving, counting,
ballot need not be in separate columns or rows. tallying and return of the ballots shall be used. Whenever paper
(3) If amunicipality utilizes an electronic voting system irballotsare utilized at polling place in combination with ballots
which ballots distributed to electors are employed, absdy@ee employedin an electronic voting system, the paper ballots shall
lots may consisbf ballots utilized with the system or paper ballotbe deposited in a separate ballot box or boxes, according to the
andenvelopes voted in person in théiad of the municipatlerk typesof ballots usedFor the purpose of transporting the ballots
or voted by mail. or the record of theotes cast, the municipal clerk shall provide
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a secure container for each polling place. At each polling placeturnof the ballots. Thefficials shall place “Damaged Ballot”
the applicableportions of the procedure prescribed for initiatindpallotsand their envelopes in the “Original Ballots” envelope.
the canvass under $.51 (1)and(2) shall be performed, except (4) The original ballots shall be preserved wittle duplicate
thatno count of the ballots, except write—in votes and paper ballgigllotsand delivered by the inspectors to the municipal clerk. The
usedfor absentee voting and other purposes authorized by lafficials shall then make out a slip indicating the number of-elec
may be performedit a polling place if a central counting locatioriors voting in person, number of absentee ballots deposited in the
is designated for the counting of ballots at that polling place by thellot box, andthe total number of electors of each ward served
municipality. by the polling place who voted at the election, which shall be

(2) (@) The election oficials shall examine the ballots orsignedby all the inspectors.
recordof votes cast for write—in votes and shall count @hdlate (5) If the municipality has designated a central counting loca
the write—in votes. When an electronic voting system is ursedtion to be used to count ballots undei7 &1 (1) the inspectors
which ballots are distributed to electors, before separating thieall count and deposit the paper ballots in the contaifiéie
remainingballots from their respective covering envelopes, thiaspectorsshall then place the slip made out under §tiin the
election officials shall examine the ballots for write—irotes. container. The inspectorshall also place the tally sheet recording
When an elector hasast a write—in vote, the electionfiofals the write—in votes and other votes cast on paper ballots, and all
shall compare the write—in vote with the votes on the ballot &therballots, or the record of the votesst on an electronic voting
determinewhether the write—in vote results in an overvotesfty = systemwhere no ballots are distributed to electors, in the container
office. In case of an overvote for anyio€, the election dicials andshall thereupon immediately seal the container witadire
shallmake a true duplicate ballot of all votes on the ballot excepve seal provided by the municipal clerk for the purpose in such
for the ofice that is overvotedyy using an dicial ballot of that mannerthat the seal completely covers the opening inctire
kind usedby the elector who voted the original ballot, and one ¢finer,and each of the inspectors shall sign the seal. The “Defec
the marking devices so as t@nsfer all votes of the elector exceptive Ballots” envelope, and “Original Ballots” envelope each shall
for the ofice overvoted, to an @i€ial ballot of thatkind used in be securely sealed and the ftaend thereof of each signed by the
the ward at that election. Unless electiofiaéls areselected inspectorsand returned to the central countingation with the
unders.7.30 (4) (cwithout regard to party fifation, the election box for return of the ballots, enclosed ballots and returns. There
officials shall consist in each case of at least one electfaiadf upon,the municipaklerk or 2 of the election fi¢ials shall forth
of each of the 2 major politicalarties, whenever fiéials of both  with and by the most direct route transport the container and enve
partiesare present. lopesto the central counting location designated bynioaicipal

(b) Write—in votes shall be counted as provided in.50 (2) Clerk. Unless election @tials are selected undera30 (4) (c)
(d). The original ballot upon which there is an overvote shall jdthoutregard to party &fiation, the election dfcials shall con
clearly labeled “Overvoted Ballot” and the duplicate bapet-  S'Stin €ach case of at least one electidiciafl of eachof the 2
ducedunder par(a) shall be clearly labeled “Duplicate Overvotedn@or political parties, wheneverfafials of both parties are pres
Ballot.” The election dicials shall place the same serial numbe?m_'
on each “Overvoted Ballot” and its corresponding “Duplicate History: 1979 . 311989 a. 1921997 a. 1272001 a. 162005 a. 149
OvervotedBallot,” commencingvith number “1” and continuing
consecutively for each of the ballots for which a “Duplicate ©ve
voted Ballot” is produced in that ward or election district. Th

electionofficials shall initial the“Duplicate Overvoted Ballot” desianatedy the clerk unless the central counting location is at
ballotsand shall place them in the container for re e bal thec%unt sgat and the municipal clerk dele atesghponsibi{
lots. The "Ov“erv_ot_ed Ballot” t?'allotand their envelopes shall b ity to sup}érvise the location to '?he county cle'?nkwhich case the
placedin the Orlglnal Ba!lotg envelope. . ,BroceedingShaII be under the direction of the coualgrk or an

(c) Ballots bearing write-in votes marked in the place desigjectionofficial designated by theounty clerk. Unless election
natedfor write=in votespearing the initials _of an electhrflofal, officials are selected under30 (4)(c) without regard to party
not resulting in an overvote, and otherwise complying with thgfiliation, the employees at each central counting location, other
electionlaws as to marking shall be counted, tallied, and thgi{an any speciallytrained technicians who are required for the
votesrecorded on a tally sheet provided by the municipal cletgperationof the automatic tabulating equipment, shall be equally
Ballots and ballotenvelopes shall be separated and all balloggyided between members of the 2 major political parties under s.
exceptany that are defective or overvoted shall be placed sepagg (2) (a)and all duties performed by the employskall be by
ratelyin the container for return of the ballots, alamigh the bal  teams consisting of aequal number of members of each political
lots marked “Duplicate Overvoted Ballots. party whenever stiicient persons from each party are available.

(3) The electionofficials shall examine the ballots to deter  (2) At each central counting location, a team of electiin of
mineif any isdamaged or defective so that it cannot be countgfhls designated by the clerk or othelection oficial having
by the automatic tabulating equipment. If any ballot is damageHargeof the location under sulfl) shall check theontainer
or defective so that tannot be properly counted by the automatigturned containing theballots to determine that all seals are
tabulatingequipment, thelection oficials, in the presence of wit intact, and thereupon shall open the contgickeck the inspec
nessesshall make a true duplicate ballot of all votesthat ballot tors’ slip and compare the numbsfrballots so delivered against
by using one of the marking devices so as to transfer all votestqd total number of electorsf each ward served by the polling
the elector to an dicial ballot of that kind used bthe elector who placewho voted, remove the ballats record of the votes cast and
votedthe original ballot in that election. Unless electidiicils  deliverthem to the technicians operating the automatic tabulating
areselected under 3.30 (4) (cwithout regard to party filfiation, equipment. Any discrepancies between the number of ballots and
the election dficials shall consist in each case of at least one elaotal number of electors shall be noted on a sheet furnished for that
tion official of each of the 2 major political parties, whenevéir of purposeand signed by the electiorfiofals.
cialsof both parties are present. The original ballot shall be clearlyistory: 1979 c. 31; 1985 a. 3041997 a. 1272001 a. 109
labeled“Damaged Ballot” and the ballsb produced “Duplicate
DamagedBallot”, and each shall bear the same number whi¢h87 Tabulating votes. (1) If a central counting location is
shallbe placed thereon by the electiofiaidils, commencingvith  not utilized, the procedure for tabulating the votes by the-auto
number“1” and continuing consecutively for the ballots of thamatic tabulating equipmenghall be under the direction of the
kind in the ward. The electionfafials shall initial the'Duplicate  chiefinspector and shall conform to the requirements of the auto
Damaged Ballot” ballots, and shall place them in the container foatic tabulating equipment. Hny ballot is not accepted by the

.86 Proceedings at central counting locations.
1) All proceedings at each central counting location shall be
underthe direction of the municipal clerk or an electioficil
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automatictabulating equipment, the electiorficifils shall make aggrievedby the recount to appeal to circuit court undér@l (6)
a duplicate ballot to replace that ballot in the manner prescribepgoncompletion of the recount.
in s.5.85 (3) All proceedings at the polling place and at any cen History: 1979 c. 31; 1987 a. 3912005 a. 92451; 2007 a. 96
tral counting location shall be open to the public, but no persongross Refeence: See also ctGAB 7, Wis. adm. code.
exceptthose employed and authorized for the purpose, may touch ) )
any ballot, containerenvelope, return or equipment. 5.905 Software components. (1) In this section, "soft
(2) Theboard shall, by rule, prescribe uniform standards f&fae component” includes vote—counting source code, table
determiningthe validity of votes cast @ttempted to be cast with SrUctures, modules, program narratives and other human-
each electronic voting system approved for use in this state uri§@dablecomputer instructions used to count voiath an elee
s.5.91 The rules shall apply only to situations thegy arise in ronic voting system.
which the validity of a vote or attempted vote cast by an elector (2) Theboard shall determine which software components of
utilizing a particular system cannot be determined undeB8.  an electronic voting system it considers to be necessary to enable
History: 1979 c. 31; 1983 a. 4842003 a. 265 reviewand verification of the accuracy of the automatic tabulating
equipmentused to record and tally the votes cast with the system.
5.89 Official return. The return produced by the automatid heboard shall require each vendor of an electronic voting system
tabulatingequipment shall be appendedte tally sheet by the thatis approved under §.91to place those software components
canvassersThe return constitutes a part of thféicial return for  in escrow with the board within 90 days of the date of appaival
the ward or election district. The municipal clerk shall check tiiee system and within 10 days of the dateany subsequent
totalsshown by the return and, if it appears that tieas obvious changein the components. The board shall secure and maintain
discrepancywith respecto the number of votes cast in any wardhosesoftwarecomponents in strict confidence except as autho
or election district, the clerk shall have the ballots for that ward vzed in this section. Unless authorized under this section, the
electiondistrict publicly retabulated to correttte return. Upon boardshall withhold access to those software comporieois
completionof the count, the return is open to the public. any person who requests access und&éds35 (1)

History: 1979 c. 31. (3) The board shall promulgateiles to ensure the security
review and verification of software components used with each
5.90 Recounts. (1) Except as otherwise providetithis sub  electronicvoting system approved by the board. The verification
chapterrecounts of votes cast on an electronic voting system shghcedureshall include aletermination that the software compo

beconducted in the manner prescritied.9.01 Except as pro nentscorrespond to the instructioastually used by the system
videdin sub.(2) and s9.01 (1) (b) 8s.if the ballots are distributed {g count votes.

to the elector_s, the bo_ard of canvassers shall recoumiatius (4) If a valid petition for a recount is filed unde®91in an
er]tf}lauton;]atlc tabula_tlng t()aqlwpment. _The boarg:mflvazser_s election at which an electronic voting system was used to record
Sh alltest the automatic tabulating eqﬁlpmﬁnt 1o Ie u”se Hror,ndtally thevotes cast, each party to the recount may designate
therecountas provided in $.84 and then the Gtial ballots or onpe or more persons who are authorized to receive access to the
the record of the votes cast shall be recounted on the autom ﬁwarecomponents that were used to record talig the votes
tabulatingequipment. In additiorthe board of canvassers Shalﬁw the election. The board shall grant access to the software com
checkthe'ball_ots_ for thepresence or absgnce of the initials anﬂonentsto each designated pers@rbefore receiving access, the
9&1@;3’;3?9852’;%32?3’“ Sggﬂl:tiﬁmggzgeingﬁgn:ﬁékeg personentersinto a written agreement with the board that-obli
priejty of su’ch labels, and shall cjompare the “Duplicate ngrvotgoateg-h e person to exercise the highest de_gree o_f reasomible

y maintain the confidentially of all proprietary information to

Efi‘lIg;lsig?je?eﬂﬁlzﬁztfhgirgﬁggg Eglgtfsmg ghuellrié:tsgsec?f\_/glewhich the person is provided access, unless otherwise permitted
9 P : 1 a contract entered into under S(H).

tronic voting machines are used, the board of canvassers shall per

form the recount using the permanent paper record of the voted®) A county or municipality may contract with the vendor of
castby each electoms generated by the machines. anelectronic voting system to permit a greater degree of access to
(2) Any candidate, or any elector when for a referendum, m ftwarecomponents used with the system than is requineer

by the close of business on the next business daytladtdaist day b‘(4)‘

for filing a petition for a recount under&01, petition the circuit ~ Histoy: 2005a 92
courtfor an order requiring ballots under s(¢b).to be counted by
handor by another method approvedtbg court. The petitioner
in such an action bears the burdeestfblishing by clear and con
vincing evidence that due tan irregularity defect, or mistake

5.91 Requisites for approval of ballots, devices and
equipment. No ballot, votingdevice, automatic tabulating
equipmentor related equipmerand materials to be used in an

committedduring the voting or canvassing procts results of electronicvoting system may be utilized in thig state unless it is
a recount using automatic tabulating equipment will produ%oﬁg?vsgj% éheebgfrr?q'er-:—thgr?;’:{grggya[f;?]keﬁ'tnfea%erg;ﬁlsgf a'r\lnc/)
incorrectrecount results and that there is a substantial probabi ch Ballot v,oticr11 pdevice automatic tabul);tin equi meni or
thatrecounting the ballots by hand or another method will produ?e atede ui mentgor mate,rial mav be a rovedgun?eﬁgfitls
amore correct result and change the outcome of the election quip y PP

(3) A court with whom a petition under su) is filed shall ¢, C1oWing requirements: .
hear the matter as expeditiously as possible, without a jthrg 1) It engbles an elector. to vote secrecy and to selept the
courtmayorder a recount of the ballots by hand or another methBay o the mdepen.demnn(.jldates for yvhom an elector will vote
only if it determines that the petitioner has establishyedear and In secrecy at a partlsgn prlmary.elec_non.
convincingevidence that due to an irregularitiefect, or mistake ~ (2) Except at a primary election, it enables an elector to vote
committedduring the voting or canvassing procéss results of & straight party ticket, but the automatic tabulating equipment
a recount using automatic tabulating equipment will produ@@unt_sthe vote of an elec_:tor who casts a vote fc_Jr a candidate for
incorrectrecount results and that there is a substantial probabifty ofice outside the straight party ticket for thafice# only.
thatrecounting the ballots by hand or another method will produce (3) Exceptin primary elections, it enables an electortbe
a more correct result and change the outcome of the electifor.a ticket selected in part from the nominees of one antyin
Nothingin this section déctsthe right of a candidate or electorpart from thenominees of other parties, and in part from indepen
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dentcandidates and in part of candidates whwsaes are written ~ (16) It provides an elector with the opportunity to change his
in by the elector or her votes and to correct any error or to obtain a replacement for

(4) It enables an elector to vote for a ticket of his or her owfhSPoiled ballot prior to casting his or her ballot. _
selectionfor any person for any fi€e for whom he or she may (17) Unlessthe ballot is counted at a central counting location,

desireto vote whenever write—in votes are permitted. it includes a mechanisfor notifying an elector who attempts to

(5) It accommodates aféferenda to be submitted to the eleccaStan excess number of votes for a singfice that his or her
torsin the form provided by law votesfor that ofice will not be counted, and provides the elector

. . . . .. with an opportunity to correct his or her ballot or to receive and
(6) The voting device or machine permits an electorfmia ~astg replacement ballot.

mary election to vote for the candidates of the recognized political

party or ;he independent. candidates of his orqhmice, and the enerate® complete, permanent paper recsidwing all votes
automatictabulating equipment or machine rejects any ballot ysthy each electorthat is verifiable by the electoby either
which votes are cast in the primary of more than one recognizg{;a|or nonvisual means as appropriate, before the elector leaves

political party exceptwhere a party or independent candidate dege yoting area, anthat enables a manual count or recount of each
ignationis made or where an elector casts write-in votes for-canghte cast by the elector

dlatesof more than one party on a ballot that is distributed to theyistory: 1979 ¢.311; 1983 a. 4841985 a. 3042001 a. 162003 a. 2652005 a.
elector. 92.

(7) It permits an elector to vote at an electionall persons ~ CrosSReference: See also ciGAB 7, Wis. adm. code.
andoffices for whom and for which the elector is IawfuIIy entitle<$,92 Bond may be required_ Before entering into a contract
to vote; to vote for as many persons for dicefas the elector is for the purchase or lease of an electronic voting systeany bal
entitledto vote for; to vote for or against any question upon whidbts, voting devices, automatic tabulating equipment or related
the elector is entitled to vote; aitdejects all choices recorded onequipmentor materials to be used in connectigith a system,
aballot for an diice or a measure if the number of choices exceedrsy municipality may require the vendor or lessoptovide a per
the numbernwhich an elector is entitled to vote for on suclicef formancebond with a licensed surety company as sugetgiran
or on such measure, except where an elector casts excess writee€imgthe supply of additional equipment, parts or materials, pro
votesupon a ballot that is distributed to the elector vision of adequate computer programming, preventive
(8) It permits an electoat a presidential or gubernatorial elecMaiNtenanceor emegency repair services, training of election
tion, by one action to vote for the candidates of a party for-preSfficials and other municipal employees or provision of public

dentand vice president dor governor and lieutenant governor €ducationamaterials for a specified period, or guaranteeing the
respectively securityof the computer programs or other equipment or materials

| f ing f to be utilized with the system farevent election fraud, or such
(9) It prevents an elector from voting fdre same Person yiher guaranteeas the municipality determines to be appropriate.
morethan once for the samefiok, except where an elector casts History: 1979 c. 31.

excesswrite—in votes upon a ballot thist distributed to the elec  Cross Refeence: See also chGAB 7, Wis. adm. code.

tor. - .
(10) It is suitably designed fahe purpose used, of durable5'93 Administration. The board may promulgate reasonable

constructionand is usable safelgecurelyeficiently and accu rulesfor the administration of this subchapier

; ; . History: 1979 c. 31; 1985 a. 333.251 (1
rately in the conduct of elections and counting of ballots. CrossyRefeence: See also CIGAB 7, V\A(s.)adm. code.

(11) It records correctlyand counts accurately every vote ) o .
properly cast and maintains a cumulative tallytioé total votes >-94 Sample ballots; publication. = When an electronic vot
castthat is retrievable in the event of a power outage, evacuatiBfl System employing a ballot that is distributed to electors is

or malfunction so that the records of votes cast prior to the tirjg€dthe county and municipal clerk of the county and municipal
thatthe problem occurs is preserved. ity in which the polling place designated for use of the system is

L - . . locatedshall cause tbe published, in the type B notices, a true
(12) It minimizes the possibility of disenfranchisemeit 4 51-sizaopy of theballot containing the names ofioés and

electorsas the result of failure to understand the method of opefa ndidatesand statements of measures to be voted on, as nearly

tion or utilization or malfunction of the ballot, voting device, autoaspossible, in the form imvhich they will appear on theffial

matic tabulating equipment or related equipment or materials.pg|lot on election day The notice may be published as a newspa
(13) Theautomatic tabulating equipment authorized forinse perinsert. Municipal clerks may post the notice if the remainder

connectionwith the systenincludes a mechanism which make®f the type B notice is posted.

the operator aware of whether the equipment is malfunctioning irHistory: 1979 c. 31; 2001 a. 16

sucha way that an inaccurate tabulation of twes could be 5.95 Elector information. The board shall prescribe infor

obtained. " : P - - .
. . .mationto electors in municipalities armbunties using various
(14) It doesnot employ any mechanism by which a ballot i s of electronic voting systems to be published in lieu of the
punchedor punctured to record the votes cast by an elector jnformationspecified in $10.02 (3)in type B notices whenever
(15) It permits an elector to privately verifiye votes selected thetype B notice information is inapplicable.
by the elector before casting his or her ballot. History: 1979 c. 31.

(18) If the device consists of an electronic voting machine, it
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