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Description
Elimination of an exception for spiritual treatment of a child in the law criminalizing physical abuse of a child

and in the laws governing the practice of medicine or surgery, the investigation of child abuse or neglect,
the administration of psychotropic medication to juveniles in correctional custody, the election of Christian
Science treatment in lieu of medical or surgical treatment, and providing a penalty
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Fiscal Estimate Narratives
DHS 12/18/2009

LRB Number 09-2190/3 Introduction Number AB-0590 |Estimate Type  Original

Description

Elimination of an exception for spiritual treatment of a child in the law criminalizing physical abuse of a child
and in the laws governing the practice of medicine or surgery, the investigation of child abuse or neglect,
the administration of psychotropic medication to juveniles in correctional custody, the election of Christian
Science treatment in lieu of medical or surgical treatment, and providing a penalty

Assumptions Used in Arriving at Fiscal Estimate

Under current law, a person is not guilty of physical abuse of a child solely because he or she provides
certain forms of spiritual treatment versus medical or surgical treatment. This bill eliminates that exception.

Under current law, a county department of human services or social services may not determine that abuse
or neglect has occurred based solely on the fact that the child’s parent, guardian, or legal custodian in good
faith selects and relies on prayer or other religious means for treatment of disease or for remedial care of the
child. This bill eliminates that exception if those beliefs or practices present a specific danger to the physical
or emotional health or safety of the child.

Under current law, a court may grant permission to a county agency or the Department of Corrections to
administer psychotropic medication to a juvenile 14 years of age or older if a parent’s or guardian’s consent
is unreasonably withheld, the juvenile provides consent and a physician determines the juvenile is need of
medication, except that a court cannot determine a parent’s or guardian’s consent is unreasonably withheld
solely because the parent or guardian relies on treatment by spiritual means through prayer for healing in
accordance with his or her religious tradition. This bill eliminates that exception.

Under current law, a person who elects Christian Science treatment in lieu of medical or surgical treatment
for the cure of disease may not be compelled to submit to medical or surgical treatment. This bill limits this
provision to the election of Christian Science treatment by an adult patient only.

This bill would have no fiscal effect on Department of Health Services appropriations. In addition, the bill
would not increase costs for county programs funded by DHS.

Long-Range Fiscal Implications
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Detajled Estimate of Annual Fiscal Effect

Original D Updated Corrected D Supplemental
LRB Number 09-2190/3 Introduction Number AB-0590
Description

Elimination of an exception for spiritual treatment of a child in the law criminalizing physical abuse of a
child and in the laws governing the practice of medicine or surgery, the investigation of child abuse or
neglect, the administration of psychotropic medication to juveniles in correctional custody, the election
of Christian Science treatment in lieu of medical or surgical treatment, and providing a penalty

annualized fiscal effect):

|. One-time Costs or Revenue Impacts for State and/or Local Government (do not include in

Il. Annualized Costs:

Annualized Fiscal Impact on funds from:

Increased Costsl

Decreased Costs

A. State Costs by Category

State Operations - Salaries and Fringes

(FTE Position Changes)

State Operations - Other Costs

Local Assistance

Aids to Individuals or Organizations

ITOTAL State Costs by Category

B. State Costs by Source of Funds

GPR

FED

PRO/PRS

SEG/SEG-S

lil. State Revenues - Complete this only when proposal will increase or decrease state
revenues (e.g., tax increase, decrease in license fee, ets.)

Increased Rev

Decreased Rev

GPR Taxes $ $
GPR Earned
FED
PRO/PRS
SEG/SEG-S
ITOTAL State Revenues $ $
NET ANNUALIZED FISCAL IMPACT
State Local
NET CHANGE IN COSTS $ $
NET CHANGE IN REVENUE $ $
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