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P.O.Box 7970

commerce.wi.gov Madison, Wisconsin 53707
- - (608) 266-1018
ISCONSIN i Doyl Govemor
Jim Doyle, Govemor
Department of Commerce Richard J. Leinenkugel, Secretary
MEMORANDUM
DATE: October 31, 2008
TO: Terry Anderson, Director

Joint Legislative Council

FROM: Richard J. Leinenkugel, Secre
Department of Commerce

SUBJECT: Proposals for Law Revision Committee
In response to your September 2, 2008 memo relating to statutory changes for consideration by

the Law Revision Committee, the Department of Commerce is submitting the following five
proposed changes:

Semiannual Petroleum Environmental Cleanup Fund Award (PECFA) Report

{Ld 1. Repeal of Section 101.143 (11), Wisconsin Statutes, which relates to the

A. Requested Change

The Department of Commerce is requesting the repeal of s. 101.143 (11), Stats.,
which relates to the semiannual PECFA report.

B. Problem

Section 101.143 (11), Stats., requires the Departments of Commerce and Natural
Resources to submit a report semiannual to the Governor and Legislature that
lists extensively detailed data for every petroleum-product discharge where
State-reimbursed remediation activities are underway. This statutory section is
outdated and inefficient because the data that is required results in inefficient
paper-based reports, which typically are too voluminous to be of readily
significant value to the recipients.

Rather than relying on these inefficient paper-based reports for day-to-day
operations, the two Departments have jointly developed a comprehensive Web-
based database, which is used extensively for the updated tracking of these
remediation activities. Any interested person with Internet access can easily
search the database for any desired site-specific information, and the database
includes a Web-based guide for performing these searches. In addition, both
agencies can readily supply whatever stored information is requested by any
interested person, and can easily inform interested parties of the availability and
usability of this Web-based, updated tracking system.
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Need for the change

The repeal of this section is rieeded to enable the Departments of Commerce
and Natural Resources to be fable to discontinue the semiannual generation of a
report that is inefficient and ineffective.

Fiscal effect

No negative fiscal effect is expected from this change. Currentievenues and
expenditures will'not be affected.

Other

This proposal does not involve any significant policy change, and no public o
private sector groups are expected to oppose this proposal. The Department «f
Natural Resources supports this proposal.
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Gren. .
AN ACT ... relating to: eliminating aquiremen on the’petroleum

storage remedial action prograni’ (suggested as remedial legislation by the

_department of Commerce).

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau

Under current law, the Department of Commerce¥and the\/De artment of
Natural Resources administer a program (commonly known as PECFA) to reimburse ¢
owners of petroleum storage tanks for a portion of the costs of cleaning up‘ﬁischarges g 9, 74
from the ‘a_lnks.‘/ Current law requires the¥c departments to report on i
twice fgar.‘/ Among other things, the reports must include information about each
cleanup‘/for which reimbursement is being provided.” This bill eliminates the
requirement for the'semiannual reports on ECFAY .

For further information, see theYNoTHSyprovided by the Law Revision

Committee of the Joint Legislative Council.

Y,

NOTE: This bill is a remedial legislation
proposal, requested by th& Departm ommerce and introduced by the Law Revision

yK— Committee under s. 13.83 (1) (¢) nd 5. After careful consideration of the various
provisions of the bill, the Law ReviSion Committee has determined that this bill makes
minor substantive changes in the statutes, and that these changes are desirable as a
matter of public policy.

Law REVISION COMMITTEE PREFATO

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:
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SECTION 1

~
1 SEcTION 1. 101.143 (11)Jc§f the statutes is repealed.

2 (END) ‘/
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AN ACT to repeal 101.143 (11) of the statutes; relating to: eliminating a

requirement for reporting on the petroleum storage remedial action program

(suggested as remedial legislation by the Department of Commerce).

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau

Under current law, the Department of Commerce and the Department of
Natural Resources administer a program (commonly known as PECFA) to reimburse
owners of petroleum storage tanks for a portion of the costs of cleaning up discharges
from the tanks. Current law requires the departments to report on PECFA twice per
year. Among other things, the reports must include information about each cleanup
for which reimbursement is being provided. This bill eliminates the requirement for
the semiannual reports on PECFA.

For further information, see the NoOTES provided by the Law Revision
Committee of the Joint Legislative Council.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembl [y, do
enact as follows:

Law REVISION COMMITTEE PREFATORY NOTE: This bill is a remedial legislation
proposal, requested by the Department of Commerce and introduced by the Law Revision
Committee under s. 13.83 (1) (¢) 4. and 5. After careful consideration of the various
provisions of the bill, the Law Revision Committee has determined that this bill makes
minor substantive changes in the statutes, and that these changes are desirable as a
matter of public policy.
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SECTION 1

SeEcTion 1. 101.143 (11) of the statutes is repealed.

A

(END)
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NOTE: According to the Department of Commérce, the repealed hard-copy report has become
inefficient and ineffective because the reports are typically too voluminous to be useful to recipients.
The Department of Commerce and the Department of Natural Resources have instead jointly developed
a comprehensive web-based database, which is used extensively for tracking the remediation activities
that are the subject of the repealed report. The Department of Commerce reports that any interested
person with Internet access can easily search the database for any desired site-specific information (the
Internet site contains a guide for performing these searches). Further, either agency can readily supply

whatever stored information is requested by any interested person.
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1 AN ACT #o repeal 101.143 (11) of the statutes; relating to: eliminating a
2 requirement for reporting on the petroleum storage remedial action program

3 (suggested as remedial legislation by the Department of Commerce).

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau

Under current law, the Department of Commerce and the Department of
Natural Resources administer a program (commonly known as PECFA) to reimburse
owners of petroleum storage tanks for a portion of the costs of cleaning up discharges
from the tanks. Current law requires the departments to report on PECFA twice per
year. Among other things, the reports must include information about each cleanup
for which reimbursement is being provided. This bill eliminates the requirement for
the semiannual reports on PECFA.

For further information, see the NOTES provided by the Law Revision
Committee of the Joint Legislative Council.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:

Law REvISION COMMITTEE PREFATORY NOTE: This bill is a remedial legislation
proposal, requested by the Department of Commerce and introduced by the Law Revision
Committee under s. 13.83 (1) (¢) 4. and 5. After careful consideration of the various
provisions of the bill, the Law Revision Committee has determined that this bill makes
minor substantive changes in the statutes, and that these changes are desirable as a
matter of public policy.
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SECTION 1

SECTION 1. 101.143 (11) of the statutes is repealed.

(END)
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NOTE: According to the Department of Commerce, the fepealed hard-copy repor;\ has become
inefficient and ineffective because the reports are typically too voluminous to be useful to recipients.
The Department of Commerce and the Department of Natural Resources have instead jointly developed
a comprehensive web-based database, which is used extensively for tracking the remediation activities

O
that are the subject of the report. The Department of Commerce reports that any interested
person with Internet access can easily search the database for any desired site-specific information (the
Internet site contains a guide for performing these searches). Further, either agency can readily supply

whatever stored information is requested by any interested person./
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