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Alcohol Beverage Consumption at 
Private Colleges 

 

In general, a person in charge of a public place may not permit the consumption of alcohol 

beverages on the premises of the public place unless the person has an appropriate retail license or 

permit. Exceptions exist for public places such as county buildings and parks, athletic fields and 

stadiums, school buildings, churches, state fair parks, and clubs. 

The Act authorizes the person in charge of the campus of a private college to permit alcohol 

beverages to be consumed on the campus at the place and time that an event sponsored by the private 

college is being held.  “Private college” means a private, regionally accredited, four-year, nonprofit 

college or university that meets at least one of the following criteria: 

 It is incorporated in Wisconsin. 

 It has its regional headquarters and principal place of business in Wisconsin. 

 It is a tribally controlled college in Wisconsin. 

Effective date:  June 2, 2010. 

Prepared by:  Mary Matthias, Senior Staff Attorney May 28, 2010 
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