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Assembly
Record of Committee Proceedings

Committee on Criminal Justice

Assembly Bill 233

Relating to: use of a facsimile firearm and providing a penalty.

By Representatives Van Roy, Montgomery, Kerkman, A. Ott, Vos, LeMahieu,
Berceau, Brooks, Nass, Townsend, Lothian, Spanbauer, Steinbrink and Ripp;
cosponsored by Senators Hansen, Olsen, Schultz, Darling and Cowles.

April 28, 2009 Referred to Committee on Criminal Justice.

April 22, 2010 Failed to pass pursuant to Senate Joint Resolution 1.

Nowe, 11

Nancy M¢Adams
Committee Clerk







STATE REPRESENTATIVE

June 10, 2009
JUN 1
Rep. Robert Turner N1g 2009
Chairman of Assembly Committee on Criminal Justice
223 North, State Capitol
Madison, WI

Dear Chairman Turner,

I am writing to request that you hold a public hearing on Assembly Bill 233 which was referred
to your committee on April 28. This bill creates new penalties for the use of facsimile fircarms in
the commission of a crime.

This is a re-introduction of AB 605 from last session which passed the Assembly on a voice vote.
Due to the bill being introduced late in the previous session, it ran out of time to make it through
the Senate. We introduced AB 233 early in order to avoid a similar problem this session.

The use of facsimile firearms is increasingly becoming a problem that needs addressing. Law
enforcement do not keep statistics on the use of fake guns in crimes, so most of the information
they have is anecdotal. However, the Minneapolis Police Department started tracking this
information due to rising concerns they had. From January 2006 through June 2007, their
officers confiscated 423 fake guns. These guns were used in a variety of crimes including: 47
assaults or threats, 14 burglaries, 43 auto thefts, and 7 kidnappings, among other crimes.

This bill has overwhelming support from prosecutors, victim advocates, and law enforcement
statewide. Please see the attachment for a list of known supporters. Furthermore, this bill has no
known opposition. Therefore, there is no downside to moving this bill forward. At a public
hearing, I can give further reasons why this bill is necessary.

I respectfully request that you hold a public hearing soon so it has enough time to pass through
both houses this session. Thank you for your time and consideration of my request.

Sincerely,

Ll

Rep. Karl Van Roy
90" Assembly District

Capitol Office: Post Office Box 8953 & Madison, Wi 53708-8953
(608) 266-0616 ¢ Toll-Free: (888) 534-0090  Fax: (608) 282-3690 « Rep.VanRoy@legis.wi.gov
Residence: 805 Riverview Drive ¢ Green Bay, Wi 54303 » Phone: (920) 662-0804



Statewide supporters of AB 233:

Association of State Prosecutors

Fraternal Order of Police — Lodge #2 Green Bay (largest lodge in Wisconsin)
Milwaukee Police Association

Milwaukee Deputy Sheriffs Association
Washington County Deputy Sheriff’s Association
Wisconsin Coalition Against Domestic Violence
Wisconsin Chiefs of Police Association

Wisconsin County Police Association

Wisconsin District Attorney’s Association
Wisconsin Sheriffs and Deputy Sheriffs Association
Wisconsin State Lodge Fraternal Order of Police
Wisconsin Troopers Association

Wisconsin Professional Police Association

Other Supporters of AB 233:

Golden House of Green Bay

Family Services of Northeast Wisconsin

Brown County Victim/Witness Assistance Program
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McAdams, Nancy

From: Jon Nejedlo [jnejedlo@gmail.com]
Sent: Monday, June 15, 2009 1:49 PM
To: Rep.Turner

Subject: Assembly Bill 233

Attachments: REINTRODUCTION_OF_FACSIMILE_WEAPON_BILL.doc

Representative Turner,

My name is Jon Nejedlo and I am a Police Officer for the City of Green Bay and have been in that capacity for the past 8
years. The reason that [ am writing to you is to express my desire to see AB 233 be brought forth in front of your
committee, the Committee on Criminal Justice, for discussion as soon as possible. AB 233 is a bill that increases the
penalties for use of a facsimile firearm. The current penalty for using a facsimile firearm in a manner that threatens,
intimidates, or terrifies a person is a Class C forfeiture not to exceed 500. I feel, as do many Officers, that this current
penalty does adequately address the proper punishment and deterrence for those who use a facsimile firearm for illegal
purposes. AB 233 is a reintroduction from last session of AB 603 which was met with no opposition. In addition, this
bill has statewide support of not only law enforcement, but victim advocates, and prosecutors. 1 have had firsthand
dealings with people who use facsimile firearms to threaten and intimidate people and those who use them in a
commission a crime. I know all too well what effect it has on the victims who have no idea if the gun is real or not. I am
urging you to please consider this bill for committee as soon as possible, as last year after it was passed unanimously in
the Assembly, but ran out of time before it could get to the Senate. I have also attached a letter from the President of The
Fraternal Order of Police, Lodge #2, the state's largest lodge. This letter also requests passage of this bill. Thank you
very much for your time and consideration in this matter. I am wiling to come down to Madison and discuss this issue
with you and/or your committee if you wish. Again, thank you and please contact me with any questions.

Very Respectfully,

Officer Jon Nejedlo

06/15/2009







SB169
SENATE BILL 169
An Act to amend 939.63 (1) (intro.), 940.225 (1) (b), 941.2965 (2), 943.32 (2) and 946.415 (2) (c) of the
statutes; relating to: use of a facsimile firearm and providing a penalty.
2009
04-15-09. S. Introduced by Senators Hansen, Olsen, Schultz, Darling and Cowles; cosponsored by
Representatives Van Roy, Montgomery, Kerkman, A. Ott, Vos, LeMahieu, Berceau,
Brooks, Nass, Townsend, Lothian, Spanbauer, Steinbrink and Ripp.
04-15-09. S. Read first time and referred to committee on Judiciary, Corrections, Insurance, Campaign
Finance Reform, and Housing. . . . ...... .. .. . i 130
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