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Woeligand, Jeffrey

From: mary weigand [weigandmary@att.net]
Sent:  Tussday, October 06, 2009 8:08 AM

To: Rep.Nass; Rep.Davis; Rep.Townsend; Rep.Vukmir; Rep.Radcliffe; Rep.Nygren; Rep.Krusick;
Rep.Smith; Rep.Hixson; Rep.Hilgenberg; Rep.Dexter
Cc: weigandmary@att.net; Rep.Strachota; pastormeester@hopewb.org; Rep.LeMahieu; Sen.Grothman

Subject: Constituent Mary Weigand

Monday October 5, 2009
Dear Committee on Education,

My name is Mary Weigand and I live in West Bend, WI. I was aghast when I read
AB 458, the bill regarding human growth and development curriculum in public
schools. You see, this past year I was on the Human Growth and Development
Committee in West Bend. We as a committee were made up of district employees
including health teachers, moms, grandmothers, a pastor, and me, a nurse. We
were able to impact our school’s HGD curriculum and for the first time saw to it
that instruction in marriage is included. In the past our state has recognized that
marriage is foundational to a society and that children raised with both mom and
dad will be healthier, happier, more emotionally stable, do better in school, be
economically better off, and on and on. Stats backing up such claims abound.

AB 458 repeals the entire section (2m) that deals with providing instruction in
marriage, presents abstinence as the preferred choice for unmarried pupils, and

emphasizes the effectiveness of abstinence to prevent sexually transmitted
diseases.

This is offensive to my husband and me for the following reasons:

As Christian parents, my husband and I endeavor to teach our children that God
has given them their sexuality and that His purpose for sex and His parameters
regarding sexuality are to be followed. As Christians we realize that Marriage was
the very first institution God ordained after His Creation. Sex was a part of that
institution. The context of sex is marriage and the context of marriage is sex. They
go hand in hand. God made it that way. The Bible has many other passages in
which sex and marriage are discussed. Sexually actlvity is always to be limited to
a marital relationship. Couples who wait for marriage to engage in sexual activity
never regret their decision and do not fear the prospect of horrible diseases. When
the schools teach kids about sexuality in any other context they are directly
coming into conflict with the teaching of Christian parents. Not only is that
offensive to us, it is also detrimental to society. You must take our concerns to
heart. Our kids attend public schools and our kids live in the culture grown from
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such schools.

This committee would better serve the children and familles of our state if they
would encourage enforcement of the current law that states HGD courses must
include instruction in marrlage. Our district in West Bend was ignoring that law; I
wonder how many other districts are ignoring it, too. Don't children being raised in
dysfunctional homes In the inner city and elsewhere deserve to have instruction in
marriage taught to them and not just education about sex acts and how to use
condoms? They are not animals after all, but people created in God’s image, and
they deserve to hear about good strong families, how to have a functional family
(as defined by state law), and the benefits of having a strong family. And they
deserve to know that waiting until marriage to have sex Is a very attainable goal.
I have worked with kids in summer camp programs, weekday programs and I
have 4 of my own children. I know that kids need to learn marriage skills, yes
even in school. This type of instruction will bring them hope. If you have endured

. pain from a broken home I'm certain you can appreciate what I am saying. Please

do not repeal 2m from this bill.

AB 458 also shows hostility toward parents who desire to provide moral guidance
to their children. The wording which states an HGD curriculum's purpose is to
"support and enhance the efforts of parents to provide moral guidance to their
children" was removed from the law. Removing that purpose is offensive to
Wisconsin's parents as well. We would like your help and not your teaching that

sex is nothing more than an act without regard to the morality taught in our
homes and our churches.

I testify as a Christian, a nurse, a person who has had much experience working
with kids, a wife, and a mother.

Thank you,
Mary Weigand

5629 Colleen Lane
West Bend, WI 53095

10/6/2009







Eagle Forum of Wisconsin

Testimony in Opposition to Assembly Bill 458
Before the Assembly Committee on Education

October 5, 2009

| am addressing you today as both a mother and grandmother in our local school
district. | am also a current member of the Human Growth and Development
Committee in our school district, which is comprised of district administration,
teachers, local pastors, parents and taxpayers, all who have a vested interest in
our community. This year we worked as a collaborative team to identify the
community standards of our city with regards to education in human growth and
development for the youth within our district. Those who gave their time to this
important working committee did so to maintain the strong values and
community standards of our school district. Together we made collaborative
decisions concerning curriculum presented to students at each grade level.
Through research, sharing of information and open discussion we came to
agreements on what we felt was most importantto us as a community, and what
fit best with State law. We tailored this program to fit the our school district, and
| am proud of the efforts of those who are on this community. | can earnestly tell
you this curriculum was not taken lightly as we know it affects the lives of our
youth for years to come. The freedom we have as a local community to recognize
the strengths and weaknesses within our district schoolchildren is invaluable, and
we are vehemently opposed to usurping parental and local control by any
organizational or governmental strong arm.

Now, | address you as the president of the Eagle Forum of Wisconsin, Washington
County Chapter. As an advocate for parental rights, the protection of minors and
strong family values in Washington County, | have spent countless hours among
our taxpayers and citizens, confirming what we already know: that our
community wishes to maintain local control of its school curriculum and guide our
children in a manner we feel, and know, is best for our school district.



Wis. Statute 948.02(2) states that it is a Class C Felony for anyone to have sexual
contact or engage in sexual intercourse with a person less than 16 years of age.
The financial, legal and lifelong consequences of prosecution for this offense
should be the focus of the legislature, while allowing parents and local school
district committees to work towards the goal of protecting minors according to
community standards.

With only 17-20% of all medical doctors in the entire United States maintaining
membership in the American Medical Association, the Eagle Forum does not
recognize the AMA to be a mainline medical organization; therefore, we do not
consider information provided by the AMA to be credible as a resource for
medically-accurate information.

Note section 115.28(9m) in AB458 that mandates the Department of Public
Instruction to apply for federal birth control money. The Eagle Forum asks this
question: Is this the prelude to establishing taxpayer-funded sex clinics in
Wisconsin’s schools?

The Eagle Forum of Wisconsin, to include our chapter in Washington County,
strongly opposes Assembly Bill 458. Leave local control of Human Growth and
Development intact, allow parents to continue parenting, and protect minors
from lawful prosecution.







Wisconsin Coalition Against Sexual Assault, Inc.
600 Williamson St., Suite N2 » Madison, Wisconsin « 53703
Voice/TTY (608) 257-1516 « Fax (608) 257-2150 « www.wcasa.org

Testimony

To: Members of the Assembly Committee on Education
From: Wisconsin Coalition Against Sexual Assault (WCASA)
Date: October 6, 2009

Re: AB 458 — The Healthy Youth Act

Posgition: Support

Thank you for your time this morning. My name is John Keckhaver, and | am here
representing the Wisconsin Coalition Against Sexual Assault (WCASA). WCASA is a
statewide organization that was created in 1985 to support and complement the work of
Wisconsin’s community-based sexual assault service provider programs and other
organizations working to end sexual violence. Our mission is to help create the social
change necessary to end sexual violence.

We strongly support AB 458 and want to thank the authors of the bill for bringing this
important proposal forward. This bill, which would ensure that the most current standards of
sex education are being taught and that public schools are using programs that are proven
to reduce teen pregnancy and sexually transmitted infection rates, comes at a crucial time.
The teen birth rate in Wisconsin is rising — for the first time since 1894. The rate of sexually
transmitted infections among Wisconsin teens is skyrocketing. A key strategy to turning
these trends around is to give our students accurate, comprehensive information about
pregnancy and disease prevention, along with opportunities for discussion of important
relationship and growth issues. Engaging in risky sexual behavior and failing to understand
and be comfortable discussing their own growth and sexual concerns can seriously
jeopardize our young people’s lives — both now and long into the future.

This bill does not present a mandate to school districts, but it does require that when sexual
education is taught, that it be medically and scientifically accurate, age-appropriate,
unbiased, and comprehensive. Nor does this bill take away a parent’s right to opt their
children out of a sex education curriculum in the event a school district chooses to include
one. Also, the bill maintains that abstinence be taught as the most reliable way to prevent
pregnancy and sexually transmitted infections.

Comprehensive sex education programs that teach about both abstinence and
contraception have been shown to delay the onset of sexual activity among teens, reduce
their number of sexual partners, and increase contraceptive use when they do become
sexually active.

AB 458 will help ensure that our students in Wisconsin receive the information and
opportunity for discussion they need to make better choices regarding their sexual activity.
We urge you to enact the Healthy Youth Act, and to take the steps that many other states
have already taken to ensure that our youth are receiving comprehensive and effective sex
education.






Assembly Committee on Education Public Hearing
October 6, 2009

Testimony in support of AB 458

Good afternoon, my name is Jesse Miller-Gordon, I'm a student at UW Madison, and I'm
here today in support of the Healthy Youth Act. Thank you, Chairwoman Pope-Roberts,
for giving me an opportunity to speak on this important legislation.

I'm lucky to be the beneficiary of a well rounded, accurate sex education program, but
over the last three years attending University, it has become apparent that many of my
peers had received little to no information or guidance regarding sexual activity , even in
their high school curriculum. ‘

This worries me deeply because an uninformed, sexually active individual not only puts
themselves at risk, but everyone they come into intimate contact with, and their partner's
partners to come. A student in the college community practicing unsafe sex takes on the
role of a drunk driver; they are a danger to themselves and those around them.

I recently received news from a close friend that he has contracted the HIV virus at the
age of 20. One mistake one night will now dictate his actions for the rest of his life. He is
also uninsured, but luckily receiving free health care, without which, he literally could
not afford to live.

While this is great news for him, the individual cost of proper sexual education pales in

comparison to the cost of his healthcare, which is quite expensive, as well as inconsistent

and tied to the state of his affliction. If he were to fall ill, God forbid, the cost to the

taxpayer would only rise. If he remains healthy, the current pricey regimen will continue
indefinitely.

This is about more than money. Proper sexual education equips young people with the
knowledge to act safely and responsibly if and when they choose to become sexually
active. Cheating teens out of the information they need to make healthy, smart decisions
is worse than careless; it sends a clear message to the youth that they are on their own at a
time when their lives are becoming more confusing and complicated every day.

I urge you to vote to pass AB 458 without delay.

Jesse Miller-Gordon

143 N Butler St

Madison, W1 53703
jessemillergordon@gmail.com






Wisconsin State Representative

Tamara D. 18th Assembly District

GRIGSBY il i ot P

Chair, Commilttee on Children and Families

Testimony Before the
Assembly Committee on Education
October 6, 2009
Assembly Bill 458

Good moming Chair Pope-Roberts and committee members. I am happy to be here this morning
testifying on behalf of a bill that is so important to me that I've been working on during my
entire tenure in the Wisconsin legislature- The Healthy Youth Act.

I would also like to thank Chairperson Pope-Roberts, and Representatives Dexter, Sinicki and
Smith for cosponsoring this bill.

The Healthy Youth Act revises WISCODSIE s sex education statutes by ensuring that if a school
board chooses to offer sex education programs, it does so in a way that is medically accurate and
age appropriate, focusing on core elements tlfxat are proven to reduce teen pregnancy and STDs.

e The evidence and research is- very. ,clear, tho way to reduce teen pregnancy and STDs is
through comprehensive sex eduéa tha't contams the elements as proposed in this bill.

» The sad reality is that our. youth in. Wlsconsm are. expenencmg a public health crisis, in
my'dlstnct and in most every dlsmd in the state L .

e Teen bu'th rates are on the mcrease m Wlsconsm for the first time since 1994.

o The latest data from DHS shows teen birth rates on the rise in counties all across our
state—including not just Milwaukee and Dane, but Wood, Vilas, Portage, Menominee,
Manitowoc, Eau Claire, Brown and Adams, in addition to many other counties. About
11,000 teens will become pregnant this year, and over 80% will be unintended.

e Teen mothers and their children face very bad health outcomes. Teen moms are more
likely to have low birth weight babies, and the younger the teen the greater the risk. Teen
moms also have much higher rates of infant mortality—again, the younger the teen the
greater the risk.

It’s not just teen pregnancy that is increasing among students in Wisconsin, but also the
incidence of sexually transmitted diseases. According to the U.S. Center for Disease Control, 1
in 4 teen aged girls has a sexually transmitted disease like Chlamydia.

State Capitol: P.O. Box 8952, Madison, WI 53708 ® 608-266-0645 ¢ Fax: 608-282-3618
Toll-Free: 1-888-534-0018 o E-Mail: Rep.Grigsby@legis.wi.gov
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This increase in risky behavior among teens and the negative health outcomes associated with it
have an enormous impact on Wisconsin’s health, economic security and future.

o Children born to teen mothers are 9 times more likely to live in poverty. For our more
urban areas, like my district in Milwaukee, we see this demonstrated by the fact that our
teen birth rate is among the highest in the nation and that I in 3 children live in poverty.
This is unacceptable and I believe it is our moral imperative as law makers to address
these horrible levels of poverty in our biggest city.

We must do more to combat these public health problems in our state, Luckily, research shows
us where we can start—that’s where the Healthy Youth Act comes in. Our young people need
comprehensive, medically accurate and age appropriate sex education that is provided
throughout their school years—by parents and educators alike.

+ Countless studies over the last 10 years, studies that have been published by experts in
peer-reviewed journals, have found that comprehensive sex education—programs that
teach teens about both abstinence and contraception/disease prevention—is an effective
strategy to help young people delay their initiation of sexual intercourse.

+ Research has found that comprehensive sex education programs can:

1. delay the age of first sexual activity

2. reduce the frequency of sexual activity

3. reduce the number of sexual partners, and
4. increase condom or contraceptive use.

I think the answer is pretty clear. The research has shown us what works in preventing these
terrible health outcomes, and the Healthy Youth Act supports what we’ve learned.

The Healthy Youth Act encourages schools to provide human growth and development, or sex
education, programs. It does not mandate that schools provide sex ed, although I truly hope that
most schools will choose to do so.

If schools do provide sex education, the Healthy Youth Act requires the programs be age
appropriate, medically accurate and incorporate the elements set forth in the bill. The programs
can and should talk about abstinence and the important role it plays in keeping teens healthy—
but it cannot stop there.

»  Under current law, abstinence is the only element listed to prevent pregnancy and STDs
and that’s just not enough. As I mentioned, the majority of the current research shows
that to be effective in reducing teen pregnancy and STD rates, sex ed programs should
also include core elements that give teens more tools than just abstinence.

Our teens in Wisconsin are important and we should take their education and health seriously.
It’s time to give our schools, communities, educators and parents the support that they need to
provide students with the tools and information they need to make healthy decisions—now and
throughout their lives.

T'urge this committee to please pass this important bill. Wisconsin youth deserve nothing less.






LENA C. TAYLOR

Wisconsin State Senator ® 4th District
HERE TO SERVE YOU!

Testimony of Senator Lena C. Taylor
Assembly Committee on Education
AB 458 - Healthy Youth Act
October 6, 2009

Honorable Chairwoman Pope-Roberts & rﬁembers,

i am incredibly happy to be here today and offer testimony in support of AB 458 - The Healthy Youth
Act alongside of my colleague and Assembly author, Representative Tamara Grigsby (D-Milwaukee).
Together, Rep. Grigsby’s & my testimony, will lay out the need for the Healthy Youth Act and exactly
what this bill does.

To begin with, my hometown of Milwaukee, which is where | was born, raised, went to school &
university, worked, and now represent is in serious crisis. Teen Pregnancy in Milwaukee is far too high,
in fact near the top city in the nation for the number of births to teens.

According to the CDC, The US teen birth rate is 42.5 births to every 1000 teens. The same report
shows Milwaukee with 64 births to every 1000 teens. Milwaukee far exceeds out national average and
this is also a large contributing factor to major problems in Milwaukee.

Among the nation’s 50 largest cities, Milwaukee statistics are shocking:

7™ for infant mortality

15" for low-birth weight babies

7" for number of mothers under age 20

1 out of 3 children living in poverty

According to DHS, in 2007 there were 2085 births to teens in Milwaukee county-—-
approximately 13% of all births.

o Of the 50 biggest cities, Milwaukee has the 2" highest Chlamydia rate.

0O 0 0o 0 0O

Milwaukee is not alone. Wisconsin faces a crisis in teen pregnancy. Approximately 750,000 teens
become pregnant each year and over 80% are unintended. 11,000 teens in Wl will become pregnant
this year. New data shows that a many Wisconsin counties have teen birth rates higher than the U.S.

average:
e Menominee 139/1000 ¢ Racine 49 / 1000
e Sawyer 58 /1000 ¢ Rock 46 / 1000
s Adams 54 / 1000 e Langlade 45 / 1000

The cities of Green Bay, Racine and Kenosha have teen birth rates almost double the national average.

Seate Capitol, PO Box 7882 Fax: (608) 267-2353 Cummitsee on Judiciary, Corrections, Insurnnce, foint Committee on Finance

Madison. W1 53707-7882 Toll-free: 1-888-326-6673 Cnnparign Finance Reform, and Housing (Chair) Joint Committee for Review of Criminal Penalties (Co-Chair)
Phone: (414) 3427176 Sen. Taylor@legis. wisconsin.gov Comaittee on Justice Relnvestment Committee on Strengthening Wisconsin Families (Co-Chair)
Capitol: (608) 266-5810 www Sermtor Taylur.com Initiative Oversight (Chair) PRINTED ON RECYGLED PATER




The numbers alone bear witness to the fact that something is dreadfully broken In our system in
Wisconsin. We are not preparing or teaching our children good sexual education that answers
questions and Is proving to prevent the problems we have laid out.

For years we’ve had a weak sex education policy that doesn’t address the needs of students or
educators in Wisconsin. The Healthy Youth Act ensures that the most current standards of sex
education are being taught and that public schools are using programs proven to reduce teen
pregnancy and STl rates. The bill updates the core elements of what a sex education program must
include if offered in Wisconsin and does away with ineffective abstinence only policies.

The 5 key components of the bill are:

g & Requires that school boards that decide to teach sex education do so in a medically
accurate, age appropriate way that addresses key elements proven to work at reducing
sexually transmitted infections and unintended teen pregnancies, including providing

' information about abstinence and contraceptives. The various elements specified in the
bill only need to be taught when age-appropriate;

e Requires that school districts that opt to not teach sex education send a notice home to
parents;

* Requires that the state apply for federal funds that are allocated for evidence-based
teen pregnancy prevention programs;

e Deletes a provision in current statutes that forbids volunteer health care providers from
providing sex education instruction in areas concerning human sexuality and
contraception; a

e Supports the current ability of parents to opt children out of sex education curriculum.

Wisconsin has a long history of ensuring that schools and parents have the option of allowing their
students and children to receive instruction in sexual education or not. We will not undo that long
tradition. The Healthy Youth Act does not mandate that all schools teach sex education, as under
current law a school board maintains discretion whether sex education instruction is provided to

students; and it maintains the ability of parents to pull their children out of sex education classes if
they so choose.

The Healthy Youth Act takes proven strategies for success and implements them where school districts
choose to do so. | encourage your support of this needed and appropriate legislation.
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Testimony in Opposition to Assembly Bill 458
Assembly Committee on Education
By Julaine K. Appling, President
October 6, 2009

Thank you, Chairman Pope-Roberts and other committee members, for this opportunity to provide testimony on
Assembly Bill 458.

My name is Julaine Appling. I am president of Wisconsin Family Action, a statewide pro-family organization
that educates, informs and advocates on behalf of Wisconsin citizens regarding legislative and cultural issues
that impact our families. Wisconsin Family Action represents tens of thousands of families all across this state
that very much care about bills such as the one under discussion today.

Many of these families would be here today. The extremely short notice regarding this hearing makes that
virtually impossible, as it is obviously difficult for families to rearrange work schedules at the last minute and
plan a trip to Madison on a work day, a trip that may require hours of travel time. It is unfortunate that the
authors and committee leadership have chosen to functionally deny many citizens input on this important issue.

Wisconsin Family Action is opposed to Assembly Bill 458 and urges all committee members to take the same
position. We are opposed to this bill for many reasons, but I will contain my comments today to just five (5)
key points. As a general comment, we do believe the name given to this bill by its lead sponsors is not in any
way accurate. It will not promote healthy youth; quite the contrary. It will promote unhealthy youth.

1. Assembly Bill 458 removes the possibility that any school district in Wisconsin that chooses to have a
Human Growth and Development program can elect to have one that is abstinence-centered. It
condemns all school districts to the so-called “comprehensive sex education” approach that has been

~ responsible for the crisis that we currently have in unprecedented rates of sexually transmitted diseases
among our teens and increasing teen pregnancies. In fact, this is the very crisis that the authors and co-
sponsors of this bill now claim this provision will address.

How more of the same, much more of the same, will solve the crisis created by this approach to sexual
education is beyond me. It is not lost on us that these mandates essentially make the required Human
Growth and Development committees a joke. Why even bother with the sham of a committee, when a
committee is powerless to create a HG&D program that is truly of its choice—one that is abstinence-
centered, for instance, or even the so-called abstinence-based programs currently in many school
districts. An abstinence-centered program is not the “just say no” approach,; it’s an effective, evidence-
based, scientifically accurate, age-appropriate, risk-avoidance program.

Abstinence-centered curricula do not ignore the temptations, expectations, risks and facts of teen
sexuality—they incorporate those facts into comprehensive programs centered on abstinence education.
Abstinence-centered programs give kids a road map for their future, help them set goals and identify and
learn the skills they need to get there without sacrificing their happiness and health. It’s a holistic
approach to this important subject, one that considers the intellectual, physical, emotional, social and
overall well-being of teens. Such programs truly promote “healthy youth.”



2. Assembly Bill 458 is an affront to parents and their desire to stay informed about what their children are
learning in school. Changing the way and times when a school district’s HG&D curriculum and
instructional materials are available to parents does not help parents be engaged with the education of
their children. This bill requires that if parents want to “inspect” the curriculum and the instructional
materials, they must do so prior to implementation. At least as important is that taking out the word all
in reference to what instructional materials parents may inspect, leads one to conclude that school
officials may purposely omit certain materials they do not parents to see. Nothing, absolutely nothing
that happens in a school classroom should be kept from parents who want to know.

3. Assembly Bill 458 removes the current requirement that marriage and parental responsibility must be
taught in the same course and same year as particular HG&D subjects. This requirement links sexual
behavior appropriately to marriage. If the sponsors of this measure are in earnest about reversing trends
in youth regarding sexually transmitted diseases and pregnancies, then they will reinstate these
requirements because linking sexual activity to marriage is one of the best ways to reduce unintended
teen pregnancies and sexually transmitted infections. Even from just a purely economic standpoint, this
bill is bad public policy. According to a first-ever report published last year by the Institute for
American Values births to unwed mothers and fractured families cost Wisconsin taxpayers, at a
minimum, $737 million every year.

4. Assembly Bill 458 removes the cutrent requirement that abstinence from sexual activity must be
presented as the preferred behavior choice for all unmarried students. Once again, we are removing
sexual activity from the bonds of marriage. While under this proposal students will be told, in the
language of the bill, “the benefits” of abstinence, they will not hear it in its proper context—abstinence
until marriage. The message will be lost in the cacophony of comprehensive sex ed voices extolling the
alleged “health benefits” and explaining the proper use of condoms and other contraceptive drugs and
devices. 1 would submit to this committee that there is no health benefit in premarital sexual activity.

5. Removing the stipulation that a volunteer health-care provider that comes into a school must not address
such issues as family-planning, reproduction, HIV and AIDS, among some other select topics, means
that so-called family-planning organizations are being given free and open access to present basically
whatever they want to in our public school classrooms to a captive audience. It is hardly any wonder
that the state’s major family planning organizations are heartily behind this bill; it is a dream-come-true
for them.

There is much more in AB 458 that we object to. However these five points highlight some of the egregious
problems and illustrate why we refuse to use the misleading title given this bill. We believe this measure would
result in decidedly unhealthy youth and will actually encourage teen sexual activity. Increased teen sexual
activity will ultimately result in more teen pregnancies and high rates of sexually transmitted diseases and
infections. How do we know that? Because we have a track record that shows that this is the result of
“comprehensive sex ed” programs, such as the one being proposed in AB 458. Surely our youth deserve better
than a program that is far more about the “health” of family-planning organizations than it is about the health of
our young people. '

Wisconsin Family Action urges you to vote no on Assembly Bill 458.

Thank you for your time today.







Testimony in Support of State Assembly Bill 458 Relating to Instruction in Human
Growth and Development

Assembly Committee on Education
October 6, 2009

Members of the committee, thank you for giving me this opportunity to speak with you today.
My name is Jennifer Lewis and | am a graduate Social Work student at the University of Wi
Milwaukee. | am here today to speak in support of Assembly Bill 458 and responsible sex
education. '

| spent my undergraduate Social Work career working with children and teenagers within the
county juvenile justice and child welfare systems. | worked In community based residential
facilities in direct care and case manager roles. Throughout the four years that | worked in
this area of Social Work, | repeatedly witnessed the aftermath of teens engaging in
unprotected sex and teen pregnancy, and not only the effects on the individual adolescent’s
emotional and physical health, but how the families, communities, and futures of these youth
are affected. | feel very strongly that with comprehensive, medically accurate and age
appropriate sex education available in the public schools, teens would have the resources
they need to make educated and safe decisions regarding their sexual health, allowing them
to avoid the path | have seen so many teenagers take.

Teen pregnancy and teen parenting forever impacts the life of the young parents, the whole
family system and, of course the child of a teenage parent. | recall one young 15 year old girl
in the facility | worked at who, herself the child of a teen parent, became pregnant. This
young woman had just recently completed a pregnancy prevention program that supplied
plenty of information about remaining abstinent and required the participants to care for
computerized doll babies for two days after wearing around a pregnancy simulator belly for a
couple of hours. This program provided no education about safe sexual practices, human
development, contraception, or healthy relationships. Not only did this 15 year old girl find
herself pregnant but she had contracted a sexually transmitted disease as well. | understood
this young woman would likely face a life ahead of her that she was not prepared for.

Teen parents face extraordinary life challenges and negative outcomes including: Dropping
out or struggling to finish school, living in or near poverty, living on public assistance, a higher
likelihood of entering the child welfare system and increase risk of their children also
becoming teen parents.

Her story is just one example of a life of struggles, which is completely preventable with
responsible education and resources for young people. Young people are sexually active,
and will continue to be sexually active, and it is important to me as a Social Worker that they
have access to the best possible education and resources to prevent situations like the one |
just described.






