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WOOD AMENDMENT POINTS
(who sometimes drives “less than alert™)

The bottom line is this amendment creates
massive uncertainty for wind development in
Wisconsin.

Major financiers are not going to back a
project where there is an indeterminate,
potentially massive cost involved, in
payments to the property owners in the

footprint.

This amendment would set a precedent for
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transmission lines will particularly be

Utilities which operate

targeted in this case.

In addition, this amendment suggests a loss
in property values; however it is unclear how

this loss would be calculated.

Whether the Dept of Revenue or local
assessors would be required to determine
the property values, and whether or not any
other factors that would damage or improve

the value of the parcel would be taken into
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All along this bill has been about allowing the PSC to consult with
a non-partisan group of both pro and anti wind experts to create
uniform siting standards. What this bill has not been about is
telling the PSC what those rules should be. Large projects, over
100 MW, now have these assessments. It is likely that the PSC
will decide that facilities under 100 Mw will also need these
assessments. However, the bill is not the place for making this
determination. The PSC public hearings and rule making process

is the place to make this decision.
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ASSEMBLY AMENDMENT ,
TO ASSEMBLY SUBSTITUTE AMENDMENT 1,
TO 2009 ASSEMBLY BILL 256

It Het/ bt o Mok o Lowfjgs /6;,4 7%,5;5;‘/
Tt sets a hoyrble prc'c[aleﬁf—

1 At the locations indicated, amend the substitute amendment as follows:
2 1. Page 7, line 8: after that line insert:
3 “th) If a political subdivision that approved an application under this
4 subsection receives a report under s. 73.03 (69), the applicant shall compensate each
5 property owner identified in the report for any decrease in the value of the person’s
6 property, as specified in the report.”.
7 2. Page 10, line 3: after that line insert:

“SECTION 9m. 73.03 (69) of the statutes is created to read:
9 73.03 (69) To value, as provided under s. 70.57, all property within a one-mile

10 radius of a wind energy system approved under s. 66.0401 (4) no later than 2 years
11 after the system is completed and to report to the political subdivision that approved

12 the system any decrease in the property values from the year before the year the
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system was completed to the year in which the department values the property under
this subsection. The report submitted under this subsection shall identify each
parcel valued by the department, and its owner, and list the parcel’s value for the
year before the year in which the wind energy system was completed and the parcel’s
value for the year in which the department values the parcel under this subsection.”.

(END)
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At the locations indicated, amend the substitute amendment as follows:

1. Page 7, line 8: after that line insert:

“(h) If a political subdivision approves an application under this subsection, the
applicant shall pay each year to the department of revenue, in the time and manner
prescribed by the department, a fee equal to 1 percent of the fair market value, as
determined by the department, of the applicant’s wind energy system towers and
turbines located in the political subdivision. The department shall annually
distribute the amount collected under this paragraph to all school districts that are
part of the taxation district in which the political subdivision is located in proportion
to each school district’s property tax levy for that taxation district.”.

(END)
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Dedicated to making sure that wind turbines get sited the RIGHT WAY.

PLEASE SUPPORT AMENDMENTS TO SB 185

The Coalition for Wisconsin Environmental Stewardship (CWESt) has worked diligently for the
last 2 years to try to craft wind siting legislation that would respect property rights and lead to
wise regulatory decisions. We have put forth numerous suggestions and turned out hundreds for
public hearings to express our concerns.

SB 185 does not represent a compromise or reasonable approach to wind siting.

While we appreciate the efforts of many Senators to amend or rework the bill, there still exist
several problem areas that need to be addressed. We support amendments that accomplish the
following:

1 — Require wind developers to conduct the same Environmental Assessment that larger projects
do.

2 — Require wind developers to show proof of financial capacity to complete the project at the time
they apply for the permits.

3 — Allow local governments the ability to require developers to compensate neighbors for their loss
in property value. Last week we released a scientific study showing 30-40% loss in property value
for neighbors living within a mile of the wind farms.

4 — Put in place a procedure to enforce the siting regulations. Currently there is no mechanism to
enforce violations of the siting rules that the developers themselves have agreed to.

S — Grandfather in existing local wind ordinances. Relatively few localities have adopted wind
ordinances and these municipalities have put a lot of research and effort into their creation. It
seems very unfair to just throw them out by legislative fiat.

6 — Require that any setbacks to homes must also be the setback to a buildable site, otherwise
property owners have their right to fully utilize their property “taken” from them by state
regulation.

Although we still feel very strongly that local governments should maintain some degree of local
control over land use decisions, CWESt has offered the above recommendations in the spirit of
compromise. We hope the State Assembly will address these concerns.

Please feel free to contact our representative for more information: Bob Welch at 608-819-0150.

Coalition for Wisconsin Environmental Stewardship
22 North Carroll Street, Suite 310 - Madison, WI 53703
608-819-0150 | contact@cwestonline.org | cwestonline.org




WIND FILE #0004

IS WISCONSIN WIND THE BEST WAY TO A RENEWABLE FUTURE?

At a recent meeting of the Assembly Renewable Energy Committee, PSC Chairman Eric Callisto made the
following remark * ...we need to seek out the best resource from an economic perspective. And right now
Wisconsin wind, and I'm focused on terrestrial wind, is not as strong as wind to the West - Iowa, Minnesota,
the Dakotas.” We agree.

Why does this matter?

Because the legislature soon faces the prospect of trying to reform Wisconsin's wind turbine siting regime.
You will be asked to completely override local input and control in favor of a state mandated siting regime
written largely by the wind turbine investors.

If Wisconsin wind needed to be utilized to make our renewable portfolio standard (RPS) percentages, then it
might be worth the loss of local control.

But in order to understand good wind v. bad wind one needs to know about capacity factor.

Capacity factor means the percentage of rated capacity that a wind turbine will actually deliver to the grid.
More wind equals higher capacity factor. The advantages of a site go down as the capacity factor goes down,
both in terms of real economic output and in terms of greenhouse gas savings per turbine.

Out West it is not uncommon to see a : ;
capacity factor of 35%. But in Wisconsin ol of wind density, Station sites

we are lucky to see a capacity factor of ) i
25%. The windmills in Montfort are Pid POWSFORNS L/ pecti(migh) O EXISTING SITES
averaging about 21% capacity factor; the === GREEN POWER EXPRESS
turbines in Kewaunee County are at 17%. 1507115 1 250/134 === CONCEPTUAL EXTENSION
Source: Department of Energy 3 NGR T e ANADA A ‘
; : HU}".ho CATRALA

Perhaps the best way to meet our growing Antelope on A
demand for renewables is not to cram wind V‘yy 'l. N MINNESOTA
turbines into residential neighborhoods in . . 2 2
Wisconsin, but to seek out the best H mt’m Chisago
available wind resource and bring the . County
electricity here. N Yy

-

IW d

Wisconsin's RPS is scheduled to get us to il o

10% by 2015 - meaning we need an
additional 630 MgW. At the estimated $2
million/MgW of installed wind power here is
the math:

Plano
Good Wind - 35% capacity factor - total )IS INDIANA
cost to construct - $3.6 billion ToSullivan =

Typical Wisconsin Wind - 25% capacity
factor - total cost to construct - $5.04
billion

PReS

Source: Green Power Express  BOB VEIERSTAHLER /rveierstahler@journa -riinel.com

Sure there is a cost for transmission lines, but wouldn't we need to build those anyway?

Chairman Callisto also said, “Choices we make now are going to impact this country, this state, half a century
from now. We've got to make sure we get it right.”

We couldn't agree more.

For more information contact CWESt's representative Bob Welch at 608-819-0150
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Invenergy

Invenergy Wind LLC
One South Wacker Drive, Suite 2020
Chicago, IL. 60606
312-224-1400

www.invenergyllic.com

@ 2008 Invenergy LLC

This brochure is printed on 100% post-consumer waste fiber,
and Is manufactured with non-poliuting, windgenerated eiectricity.

..O Ledge

WIND ENERGY CENTER

The townships of Holland,
and and Wrightstown have high
ting electricity transmission

farmland, and willing landowner

governmental partners.




THE PROJECT’S SCOPE

The Ledge Wind Energy Center is a $300-million project
that will be located across 10,000 acres of farmland.
The 100 General Electric wind turbines can each produce
1.5 megawatts (MW) of power, and will be sited about
one-third mile apart, for a total project capacity of up to
150 MW. Each turbine and access road occupies about
one-third of an acre of land. The state-of-the-art turbines
combine a 262-foot tower with a 126-foot blade. At its
peak the turbine blade will reach almost 400 feet. The
project will produce enough pollutionfree energy to
power more than 40,000 typical homes. The electricity
will be consumed by homes and businesses in the area.

THE PROJECT'S BENEFITS

Local Revenues. The wind farm will generate more than
$1 million annually in tax revenues for local county, town-
ship and school district governments. These funds can
be used to improve local schools, roads and parks, as
well as to support critical social service programs.

Help Farmers Keep Farming. The dozens of landowner
partners hosting turbines will receive annual payments
for 25 years. Local farmers will receive more than
$1 million annually, which can be used to improve farms
and expand operations. ‘

Job Creatlon. Building the wind farm will create about
150 local construction jobs. Once completed, plant
maintenance and management will create as many as
15 ongoing jobs and an annual maintenance budget of
more than $3 million.

Meeting Wisconsin’s Clean Energy Needs. Wisconsin
has a goal of generating 25 percent of its power from
renewable energy sources by 2025 (the state currently
gets less than .2 percent of its electricity from renewable
sources). Because Wisconsin is a net importer of more
than $13 billion in energy annually, Governor Jim Doyle
has created The Office of Energy Independence. Its goal,
according to Governor Doyle is: “To capture 10% of the
emerging bio-industry and renewable energy market by
2030, and lead the nation in groundbreaking research
that will make renewable energy more affordable and
will create good paying Wisconsin jobs.”




THE ENVIRONMENT

Setbacks. Wind turbines are designed to high standards
to withstand extremely high winds and are located at
least 1,000 feet from inhabited structures. Sound levels
from modern wind turbines are minimal and generally
unnoticeable.

Birds. Wind turbines do not pose a significant threat
to migrating birds. A wide variety of studies have shown
that many, many more birds are killed by large buildings,
picture windows, cars, cats and pesticides, than by
wind farms.

Aesthetics. Some people prefer a landscape that never
changes. But in the case of wind turbines, they are only
built in areas where there are already electricity, cell
and radio towers. Many people find the modern turbines
sleek and elegant, and enjoy them as symbols of a
progressive and less polluted energy future. In historic
and rustic Europe, wind farms are common and widely
embraced.

Forests. Wind turbines reduce emissions of carbon dioxide
that are produced by electric power plants using fossil
fuels. The 100 wind turbines will prevent emissions of
480,000 tons of carbon dioxide annually. Since the
average forest absorbs three tons of carban dioxide per
year, the Ledge Wind Energy Center will prevent as much
carbon dioxide from being emitted each year as could
be absorbed by 160,000 acres of forest.

THE PROJECT’'S LEADER

Invenergy Wind LLC. Formed in 2001, Invenergy is
a leading clean energy company focused on the devel-
opment, ownership, operation and management of
large-scale electricity generation assets in the North
American and European markets. Invenergy is a
Chicago-based company that is actively developing
wind projects in more than 20 states, Canada and
Europe. Invenergy currently has more than $2 billion
of wind energy projects (16 projects) in operation or
under construction — which collectively represent more
than 1,500 MW of wind power. Invenergy has secured
1,500 MW (1,000 units) of wind turbines from General
Electric for deliveries in 2008 and 2009, enough
electricity to power 500,000 typical homes.

PROJECT SCHEDULE
Permitting Process: 2008
Government Approvals: 2008/2009
Construction Begins: 2009
Commerclal Operation: 2010

If you are interested in additional information about the
Ledge Wind Energy Center, please contact Michael
Arndt at 612-208-0189.
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W WISCONSIN WIND FARM CAPACITY
WITHIN ATC GEOGRAPHIC FOOTPRINT
R TA———. Counr S As of Janusry 2009
° Wind Farms in Service

425 MW

° Wind Farms in Service 23 MW
(Connected at distribution level)

Wind farm locations provided by the Public Service Commission of Wisconsin,
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