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January 27, 2009 Referred to Committee on Forestry.
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February 27,2009  No action taken.
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January 6, 2009

Representative Gary Sherman

Assembly Forestry Committee Chairman
Room 304 East

State Capitol

P.O. Box 8953

Madison, WI 53708

Representative Sherman,

Congratulations on your appointment as Chair of the Assembly Forestry Committee.
We look forward to working with you on forestry issues in Wisconsin. As you are most
likely aware, the Wisconsin County Forests Association (WCFA) represents the 29
counties in Wisconsin with County Forest lands established under Wisconsin Statutes

§ 28.10 and 28.11. Collectively these 29 counties manage nearly 2.4 million acres of
forests, the largest public land base in Wisconsin.

Wisconsin County Forests are working forests; providing much needed raw material for
our wood products industry along with thousands of miles of recreational trails of all
types. Calendar year 2008 timber sale revenue on closed out sales in our county forests
was over $30,000,000.00. Wisconsin’s County Forests became 3" party certified in
March of 2005. Currently, 25 counties maintain Sustainable Forestry Initiative (SFI)
accreditation and 19 counties maintain Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) accreditation.

As your new Assembly Forestry Committee prepares to meet we ask for your
consideration of an important item that did not receive finalization during the last
legislative session. At their September 24, 2008 meeting Wisconsin’s Natural
Resources Board Adopted Board Order FR-12-08 revising NR 47.70, pertaining to the
County Forest Administration Grant. NR 47.70 is now complimentary to Wisconsin
Statutes § 28.11 (5m) (am), as created by 2007 Wisconsin Act 20. These changes are
still awaiting the final 90-day legislative review period due to the Natural Resources
Board Order not being adopted until after September 1, 2008. This final step in the
legislative process is extremely important to our member counties. It is our hope that the
statutory provisions and associated funds can be authorized in time for 2009 grant
distribution, typically prior to April 1. We are asking that the Assembly Forestry
Committee consider this matter as soon as possible.




If you have any questions or need further clarification please do not hesitate to contact our office. We would
welcome an opportunity to meet with you and look forward to working with your committee. We will offer any
assistance we can regarding forestry issues in Wisconsin. Thank you for your attention to this important matter.

Sincerely,

Yooy Gpombe e 7 uet
Elroy Zemke, President Jane Severt, Executive Director
Wisconsin County Forests Association Wisconsin County Forests Association

Cc  Representative Fred Clark
Representative Don Friske
Representative Nick Milroy
Representative Jeffrey Mursau

Telephone: 715-453-6741
E-mail: wefa@mac.com
Website: www.wisconsincountyforests.com
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Hoey, Joseph

From: Hoey, Joseph

Sent: Wednesday, January 28, 2009 5:56 PM

To: Potts, Andrew; Topp, Jessica; Keleher, Marylou; Hochhausen, Natolie; Letzing, Rachel;
Thorson, Randy; Rep.Friske; Rep.Clark; Rep.Sherman; Rep.Mursau; Rep.Milroy; Gary, Tim

Subject: Clearinghouse Rule 08-046

Attachments: 08-046-0.pdf

DATE: January 28, 2009

TO: Members of the Assembly Committee on Forestry

FROM: Representative Sherman

RE: Clearinghouse Rule 08-046

The Assembly Committee on Forestry has received the following clearinghouse rule from the
Department of Natural Resources:

CR 08-046 AN ORDER to renumber NR 47.70 (4) (d) and (e); to amend NR 47.70 (title), (1),
(3) (@) and (c), and (4) (c), (e), and (f) 2.; and to create NR 47.70 (2) (i) and (4) (d), relating to the
county forest administration grant program.

Received in Committee: Tuesday, January 27, 2009
Jurisdiction ends: Thursday, February 26th, 2009

A copy of the rule is attached:

08-046-0.pdf (170
KB)

If you have any questions or would like to request a hearing on this rule, please contact my office.
The deadline for committee action is listed above.

Tracking: Recipient Delivery Read
Potts, Andrew
Topp, Jessica Read: 1/29/2009 8:36 AM

Keleher, Marylou

Hochhausen, Natolie

Letzing, Rachel Read: 1/29/2009 8:24 AM
Thorson, Randy




Recipient

Rep.Friske
Rep.Clark
Rep.Sherman
Rep.Mursau
Rep. Milroy
Gary, Tim

Delivery

Delivered: 1/28/2009 5:56 PM
Delivered: 1/28/2009 5:56 PM
Delivered: 1/28/2009 5:56 PM
Detlivered: 1/28/2009 5:56 PM
Delivered: 1/28/2009 5:56 PM

Read

Read: 1/29/2009 9:31 AM
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Report From Agency

REPORT TO LEGISLATURE

NR 47, subch. VI, Wis. Adm. Code
County forest administration grant program

Board Order No. FR-12-08
Clearinghouse Rule No. 08-046

Basis and Purpose of the Proposed Rule

2007 Act 20 created s. 28.11(5m)(am), Stats., which added language to the County Forest Administrator
grant program. The grant name was changed to the County Forest Administration grant program and a
provision was added that makes a county’s dues to a non-profit organization that represents their
collective county forest interests eligible for funding. The rule change provides for implementation of the
change in the law.

The proposed rule makes eligible for cost-sharing, a county’s dues to a non-profit organization that
represents the collective interests of counties in the county forest program and that serves as an
organizational liaison to the Department of Natural Resources. The total amount that the department may
award in funding for this portion of the grant cannot exceed $50,000 annually. The remainder of the grant
is unchanged, providing for up to 50% of the cost of a county forest administrator’s salary and benefits so
long as the benefits don’t exceed more than 40% of the salary. This grant program has been

instrumental in encouraging counties to hire professionally-qualified staff to administer their county forests
and has facilitated the ability of the program to become green-certified.

Summary of Public Comments

A video conference hearing , at 3 sites (Madison, Eau Claire, Rhinelander), was held to formally request
public input. In addition, the rule was posted on the administrative rules website. Two comments were
received. The Wisconsin County Forests Association supported the changes as proposed. The
Legislative Rules Clearinghouse proposed one word change.

Modifications Made

In's. NR 47.70(4)(d), the word “may not” has replaced the previous wording of “cannot”.
Appearances at the Public Hearing

No one appeared at the public hearing.

Changes to Rule Analysis and Fiscal Estimate

None were required.

Response to Ledislative Council Rules Clearinghouse Report

The recommendation was accepted.

Final Regulatory Flexibility Analysis




The proposed rule does not affect small business; therefore, a final regulatory flexibility analysis is not
required.




ORDER OF THE STATE OF WISCONSIN NATURAL RESOURCES BOARD
RENUMBERING, AMENDING AND CREATING RULES

The State of Wisconsin Natural Resources Board proposes an order to renumber NR 47.70(4)(d) and (e);
to amend NR 47.70(title), (1), (3)(a) and (c) and (4)(c), (¢) and (f)2; and to create NR 47.70(2)(i) and
(4)(d) relating to the county forest administration grant program

FR-12-08

Summary Prepared by the Department of Natural Resources

l. Statutes interpreted: Section 28.11(5m)(am), Stats., as created by 2007 Wis. Act 20.
2. Statutory authoerity: Sections 227.11(2)(a), Stats.

3. Explanation of agency authority: Section 28.11(5m) gives authority to the Department to
to make grants to counties having lands entered in the county forest program to fund 50% of the
cost of a county forest administrator or assistant county forest administrator. The statute also
directs the Department to fund up to 50% of a county’s dues to a non-profit agency that
provides leadership and counsel to county forest administrators and serves as an organizational
liaison to the Department.

4.  Related statute or rule: Section 28.11(1), 28.11(2), and 28.11(4) Stats. provide for the
purpose, definition, entry and management of county lands in the county forest program.

5.  Plain language analysis:
Encouraging counties to hire professional foresters has long been a focus of the Department.
Earlier versions of this grant program have been in operation since 1994. Prior to that, DNR cost-
shared administrator positions were on staff in seven counties. The objective of this grant program
will continue to be to promote and encourage the Counties to employ forestry professionals in the
management of their forests. The rule revision will rename the grant program (formerly the County
Forest Administrator Grant). The name change was made to accommodate the new opportunity for
a county to receive up to 50% grant funding for dues they pay towards a not-for-profit organization
that provides leadership and counsel to county forest administrators and functions as an
organizational liaison to the Department. This change will continue to promote the professionalism
of the individual counties and provide efficiencies to the Department in interacting with the county
forests. The non-profit group currently providing this leadership is the Wisconsin County Forests
Association (WCFA). Prior grant funding for salary / benefits of a professional forester in the role
of county forest administrator will continue under the new format.

6.  Summary of and comparison with existing or proposed federal legislation:
There is no comparable federal legislation.

7. Comparison with rules in adjacent states: Both Minnesota and Michigan have county forests
however they are structured entirely differently than Wisconsin’s. They have no similar grant
programs. lllinois does not have a county forest program.

8. Summary of factual data and analytical methodelogies: The non-profit organization currently
providing leadership to the individual counties is the Wisconsin County Forests Association, Inc.
(WCFA). Their current dues structure for member counties is $1000 per county plus an assessment




10.

11.

of $.047 per acre. Twenty-nine counties currently participate in the program with total acreage of
2,358,185. Total dues equate to $139,835 annually. Fifty percent of that equals $69,918 which
exceeds the maximum allotted $50,000 for this portion of the grant. Allocations for this portion of
the grant will need to be prorated to each county. Fiscal impact for this grant change will be
$50,000 annually.

Summary of methodoelogies used in support of the proposed rule: In their support of the
statutory change in Act 20, the legislature acknowledged the benefit of such a non-profit group to
the department’s oversight role of the county forest program. Such a group provides a point of
contact for issues common to all county forests and facilitates management and oversight of the
entire county forest program. It also provides leadership and counsel to forest administrators
throughout Wisconsin.

Effect on small business: This rule change will not affect small business.
Agency contact person: Jeffrey. D. Barkley, County Forest / Public Lands Specialist

Ph. 608-264-9217
e-mail: Jeffrev.barklev@wisconsin.gov

SECTION 1. NR 47.70(title) and (1) are amended to read:

NR 47.70 (title) County forest administrator administration grant program (1)

PURPOSE. The purpose of this section is to establish standards and procedures for implementation of a
grant program to contribute funds towards payment of the salary and fringe benefits of a professional
forester in the position of administrator or assistant administrator of a county forest and also payment of a
county’s dues to a non-profit organization that provides leadership and counsel to a county forest

administrator and serves as an organizational liaison to the department.

SECTION 2. NR 47.70(2)(i) is created to read:

NR 47.70(2)(i) “Non-profit organization” means the same as non-profit corporation, as described

ins. 181.0103(17), Stats.

SECTION 3. NR 47.70(3)(a) and (c) are amended to read:

NR 47.70(3)(a) A county may apply for a grant under the county forest administrator

administration grant program. A county shall include in an application a county board resolution
authorizing the application. A county shall file the application with the department no later than January
31 of the grant year.

(c) Except as provided in par. (d) and (e), a grant shall be limited to funding annual salary and

fringe benefits for a forester employed by a county and a county’s annual dues to a non-profit
organization representing their county forest interests.

SECTION 4. NR 47.70(4)(c) is amended to read:

NR 47.70(4)(c) Any grant funds not spent on salary or fringe benefit costs or dues to a non-profit

organization representing county forest interests in the grant year shall be identified and deducted from




the next year’s request. If a county does not participate or is not eligible for the grant the next year, the
funds shall be returned to the department.

SECTION 5. NR 47.70(4)(d) and () are renumbered NR 47.70(e) and (f), and (4)(¢) and (f)2., as
renumbered, are amended to read:

NR 47.70(4)(e) If the total ameunt-ofgrants grant which the counties are eligible for under this
section exceeds funds available, the grants grant shall be prorated prior to distribution.

(f)2. The annual plan of work is consistent with the county forest +6-year 15-year comprehensive
land use plan for the county.

SECTION 6. NR 47.70(4)(d) is created to read:

NR 47.70(4)(d) The total eligible grant amount for funding of dues to a county forest non-profit
organization may not exceed $50,000 annually for all county forests collectively. If the total exceeds
$50,000, this portion of the grant will be prorated equally amongst all participating counties.

SECTION 7. EFFECTIVE DATE. The rule shall take effect the first day of the month following
publication in the Wisconsin administrative register as provided in s. 227.22(2)(intro.), Stats.

SECTION 8. BOARD ADOPTION. The rule was approved and adopted by the State of Wisconsin
Natural Resources Board on September 24, 2008.

Dated at Madison, Wisconsin

STATE OF WISCONSIN
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

By

Matthew J. Frank, Secretary
(SEAL)




