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Senate

Record of Committee Proceedings

Committee on Transportation, Tourism, Forestry, and Natural Resources

Assembly Bill 86

Relating to: authorizing hunting of certain game with a crossbow by nonresidents who have attained

the age of 65 years.

By Representatives Hubler, Ziegelbauer, Berceau, Vruwink, Gunderson, Townsend, Murtha,
Molepske Jr., Bies, M. Williams and Ballweg; cosponsored by Senators Holperin, Lehman, Vinehout,

Schultz and Lassa.
June 22, 2009

Tuly 16, 2009

September 3, 2009

Referred to Committee on Transportation, Tourism, Forestry, and Natural Resources.
PUBLIC HEARING HELD

Present: (7 Senators Holperin, Sullivan, Plale, Hansen, Leibham, Kedzie and
Grothman.
Absent: 0) None,

Appearances For
o Mary Hubler — 75th Assembly District

Appearances Against
. None.

Appearances for Information Only
o Tom VanHaren — Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources

Registrations For
. Scott Meyer — Wisconsin Bear Hunters Association

Registrations Against
. None.

Registrations for Information Only
. None.

EXECUTIVE SESSION HELD

Present: (7 Senators Holperin, Sullivan, Plale, Hansen, Leibham, Kedzie and
Grothman.
Absent: (0] None.




Moved by Senator Sullivan, seconded by Senator Plale that Assembly Bill 86 be
recommended for concurrence.

Ayes:  (7) Senators Holperin, Sullivan, Plale, Hansen, Leibham, Kedzie
and Grothman.

Noes: (0) None.

CONCURRENCE RECOMMENDED, Ayes 7, Noes 0

Elizabeth Novak
Committee Clerk






Department of Natural Resources
TESTIMONY - AB 86
USE OF A CROSSBOW BY NONRESIDENTS WHO HAVE ATTAINED THE AGE OF 65
By: Tom Van Haren - Conservation Warden
April 29, 2009 (Assembly) &  July 16, 2009 (Senate)

Thank you Chair Holperin and members of the committee.

My name is Tom Van Haren, I am a Conservation Warden with the Department of Natural Resources,
Bureau of Law Enforcement.

I am appearing today on behalf of our department for informational purposes.

Crossbows first became legal to use for hunting 30 years ago in 1979. (1977 Wis. Act 232). This
authority was initially only provided to Residents who were hunting under the authority of an Archery
license and who obtained a Crossbow Permit.

For the first 10 years, to qualify for a Crossbow permit, a person simply needed to have a doctor sign an
application which stated the applicant was: “unable to operate a manually pulled bow with a 30 1b. draw
weight, because of a permanent physical disability.”

About 20 years ago (1988), new standards were developed by the departments Disabled Advisory
Council and adopted by the legislature.

An applicant has since that time been required to meet certain specific measurable standards based on tests
conducted by a physical therapist in order to be eligible for a crossbow permit. A person missing an arm,
hand or index or middle finger on the draw and release hand automatically qualifies.

A little over 17 years ago (Dec 1991), the authority provided by the Class A, B and C Disabled hunting
permits was expanded to also authorize hunting with a crossbows. Class A permits are available to
certain persons with Heart disease, Lung disease, or who are unable to walk unassisted. Class B permits
are available to individuals with temporary disabilities caused by injuries or surgery, and Class C permits
are available to those who are visually handicapped.

The authority to use crossbows under these permits how ever was also initially limited to Residents only.
Nonresidents became eligible to use a crossbow if they held a Class A, B or C disabled hunting permit
about 10 Years ago, effective 1-1-1999.

Since December 1, 2001, (01 Wis. Act 18) - Resident Senior Citizens have been allowed to use
crossbows for hunting without no need to be disabled or obtain a Permit. If any of these nondisabled
residents, moves out of state, they can no longer use a crossbow to hunt in this state, not even if they had
been legally using one since 2001.

In 2008, the Wis. Cons. Congress asked an advisory question at their spring hearing, as to whether or not
a Nonresident Senior Citizen should be allowed to use crossbows for hunting the same as a Resident
Senior Citizen. The vote was 3,295 in Support & 2,059 opposed, passing in 65 Counties.

The department has not observed any law enforcement or safety problems associate with allowing the use
of crossbows for Resident Senior Citizens, and does not foresee any such problems created as a result of
the provisions of this bill. Passing this legislation would likely result in some decrease in the number of
applications for disabled hunting permits by non-residents, saving time for staff who must review and issue
these permits, as well as money for the applicants who would no longer need to pay for medical exams.







State Representative

July 16, 2009

Hubler Testimony on Assembly Bill 86 — Crossbow Hunting

Senate Committee on Transportation, Tourism, Forestry
and Natural Resources

Dear Chairman Holperin and committee members:

Thank you for receiving my testimony. | have re-introduced this bill at the request of a former
state resident who loves to come back to Wisconsin to fish and hunt. Since introducing it, |
have heard from other hunters who favor its passage.

Non-resident hunters are important to our state’s economy and to our efforts to control the size
of our deer herd.

My former constituent pointed out that Wisconsin resident bow hunters who are older than 65
may hunt certain game, including deer, with a crossbow. Non-resident archers of the same
age are barred from using crossbows in Wisconsin.

This is the very rough equivalent of selling fishing licenses to non-residents but barring them
from using spinning rods. The crossbow is a tool available to qualified residents. Equally
qualified non-residents are barred from using that tool.

| believe generally that those who are willing to pay for non-resident licenses should have
equivalent rights under those licenses to state residents. | think that holders of non-resident
archer licenses who are 65 and older ought to be permitted to hunt with crossbows, too.

Wisconsin should do everything it can to attract non-resident hunters for the reasons | cited
earlier.

Assembly Bill 86 would grant non-resident archers older than 65 the right to hunt with
crossbows, as residents of that age may do now.

The Assembly passed this bill by unanimous voice vote on June 18 of this year.
The bill's predecessor, 2007 AB 602, was also passed by the Assembly on a voice vote in

March 2008. The Senate Committee on the Environment and Natural Resources failed to act
on the bill in time for passage.

Office: State Captiol, P.O. Box 8952, Madison, WI 53708 » (608) 266-2519 » Toll-free: 1-888-534-0075
Home: P.O. Box 544, Rice Lake, W1 54868 ¢ (715) 234-7421
Email: rep.hubler@legis.wi.gov ¢ Fax: (608) 282-3675




I hope that the members of the present committee favor the bill and that Chairman Holperin
moves quickly to schedule the bill for executive action.

Thank you.
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firearm deer seasons.

BIG E STUDY COMMITTEE

ADVISORY QUESTIONS

QUESTION 46: Use of Archery Equipment with a Gun Deer License

Curently, the Gun Deer License only allows you to use a rifie, shotgun, muzzieloader or pistol during the

» DoyousuPponlegislationmatwoumdeﬂwGunDeerLicensetoallowmeuseofArchery
Equipment during the regular firearm deer seasons?

- 46. Yes No

QUESTION 47: Either-Sex Carcass Tag for Youth Deer Hunters

Currently, the Junior Gun Deer License includes one Gun Buck Deer Carcass Tag valid in any unit
statewide and one Antlerless Deer Carcass Tag valid in Eamn-A-Buck and Herd Control Units. in an effortto
provide youth hunters with added opportunities to harvest a deer, their Gun Buck Deer Carcass Tag could
be made to be an Either Sex Carcass Tag valid statewide. :

Junior Gun Deer License holders would still receive one Antlerless Deer Carcass Tag valid in Eam-A-Buck
and Herd Control Units. Junior Gun Deer License holders would still be required to shoot an Antlerless

-Deex firstin Eam-A-Buck Units.

> Do you support the Department of Natural Resources take action to correct this situation by
changing the Gun Buck Deer Carcass Tag that is currently issued with a Junior Gun Deer License
to an Either Sex Deer Carcass Tag valid in any unit state wide?

47. Yes No _

QUESTION 48: Use of Crossbows for Non-Residents 65 Years of Age or Older

Currently, state statues allow resident and non-resident disabled hunters issued a Class A, B or C Disabled
Permit or a Crossbow Permit, and resident hunters 65 years of age of older are allowed to use a crossbow
during the archery hunting season ided they have an archery license. Non-Residents 65 years of age
or older cannot legally use a crossbow uniess they possess a disabled or special crossbow permit. In
ordertomakemeIawmesameforbothresidentandnon-residentserﬁors. legislationwouldhavetobe
passed to allow non-residents 65 years of age or older to use a crossbow. :

> Doyousuppomegis!aﬁonmatwotﬂdauownon—residentshunterSBSyearsofageoroldatousea

aossbowdwingmeamheyseasonpzovidedﬂwyhaveanArCheryLicense?

%

48. Yes No

41
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_ Total

All Disabled Permits Issued that Allow Use of Crossbows

2004
Age | Number
12 2
13 7
14 5
15 8
16 5
17 11
18 5
19 10
20 3
21 ;]
22 6
23 14
24 15
25 [
26 14
27 16
28 17
29 14
30 17
31 18
a2 36
33 30
34 39
35 38
36 41
37 28
38 69
38 57
40 54
41 65
42 102
43 75
44 77
45 85
46 79
47 9
48 90
48 99
50 120
51 111
52 129
53 137
54 120
55 147
568 162
571 153
58 141
59 126
80 152
81 143
62 135
63 142
64 80
65 29
66 43
67 28
68 38
69 35
70 29
71 29
72 24
73 29
74 20
75 24
76 14
77 18
78 18
78 14
80 14
81 11
82 12
83 7
84 9
85 5
86 3
87 4
88 1
88 3
80 1
91 1
92 "]
83 0
84 0
85 0
3825

2008 2006
Age| Number. Age| Number
12 10 12 7
13 8 13 5
14 7 14 15
15 8 15 8
16 8 16 10
17 8 17 13
18 7 18 8
19 5 19 12
20 10 20 11
21 [] 21 1
22 4 22 10
23 10 23 13
24 8 24 ]
25 11 25 16
26 14 26 17
27 19 27 21
28 19 28 18
28 E] 28 23
30 [] 30 29
31 16 31 17
32 26 32 21
33 24 33 33
34 32 34 46
35 28 35 43
B 40 38 41
7 34 371 40
38 38 38 42
39 47 39 50
401 76 40 78
41 89 A1 68
421 N 421 76
43| 103 43 71
44 95 44 111
45 [X] 45 96
46.1 88 461 106
471 99 471 123
48 103 48 112
49 | 103 48 { 120
50] 109 50] 125
511 131 5 145
521 152 521 138
53) 138 & 151
54§ 123 541 158
5§51 152 551 153
561 138 - 56 165
571 152 571 184
581 154 581 191
59 | 165 59 | 183
‘BD | 143 60] 164
81] 172 814 189
£21 159 82§ 190
63{ 152 63§ 153
54 82 64| 113
[ 39 65 45
86 38 86 44
67 44 67 ] 38
68 36 68 37
[ ] 28 B8 28
70 35 7o 40
71 34 74 24
72 28 72 28
73 20 73 38
74 26 74 34
75 29 5 30
78 15 76 17
77 19 77 25
78 17 ‘78 19
79 13 79 22
80 13 80 17
81 13 .81 [)
82 13 82 12
[K] 8 83 []
84 5 B4| 3
85 12 85 10
86 6 .86 ]
87 6 87 6
88 1 88 4
89 1 B8 5
80 5 80 3
91 1 91 0
92 0 82 0
93 1 83 1
[2] 0 84 1
95 0 85 0
4003 4511

2007
Age| Number
12 )
13 [)
14 5
15 13
15 7
17 11
18 9
19 [
20 4
21 14
22 12
23 10
24 5
25 10
26 20
27 19
28 12
29 19
30 18
31 26
32 25
3 24
34 31
35 37
36 34
374 85
38 46
39 42
40 68
A1 70
42 72
43 87
441 104
451 103
46 1 124
471 104
481 105
491 138
501 110
514 140
21 122
531 161
54§ 165
551 185
561 154
571 194
581 182
591 175
80| 218
B1 168
821 159
631 168
641 108
[1] 38
86 36
- B7 35
88 28
89 36
‘70 36
71 34
72 28
73 33
| 74 25
75 21
76 17
77 24
78 23
78 13
80 18
81 11
.82 9
83 5
B4 [}
85 7
86 3
87 4
B8 3
88 3
80 2
91 0
92 0
93 0
84 4]
95 1
4393

* 2008 does not include full year statistics

2008 Total
| Age | Number Age| Total by Age
12 5 12 29
13 4 13 33
14 5 .14 37
15 3 15 40
16 8 16 36
17 8 17 51
18 8 18 37
19 12 19 45
20 4 20 32
21 9 21 51
2 8 22 40
23 5 23 52
24 13 24 51
25 ;] 25 51
26 8 26 73
27 10 27 85
28 11 28 77
20 11 20 78
30 11 30 84
31 17 31 B84
32 23 32 131
33 23 - 33 134
34 18 34 167
.35 23 35 169
38 25 :°38 181
37 28 ¥ 186
38 40 38 235
39 42 39. 238
40 35 40 312
49 47 41 320
42 59 42 380
43 63 43 389
44 79 - 44 486
45 64 45 447
461 100 46 497
47 ] 106 AT 531
48 79 48 489 Under 50
49 93 49 - 553 6809
501 113 50 577
511 110 51 637
52{ 118 52 | 660
53] 118 53 703 Age 50-54
54| 141 54 708 3285
551 144 55 761
56| 148 56 767
57 131 57 814
581 148 58 817 Age 55-59
591 163 59 812 3971
$0] 171 60 848
81 162 81 834
821 143 82 786
B3 136 53 751 Age 60-64  Under 85
64 96 .64 479 3698 17863
[2] 2 65 173
o6 22 86 183
87 35 67 180
88| 26 68 166
69 28 69 155
-70 14 70 154
71 21 ‘71 142
72 18 72| 128
73 19 73 139
74 11 T4 116
75 14 75 118
76 13 78 76
77 10 77 96
78 17 - 78 04
79 7 78 69
80 14 80 76
81 11 -8% 55
82 7 82 53
B3 6 83 36
84 9 B4 32
85 7 85 41
1 88 3 86 21
‘87 2 87 22
88 1 B8 10
89 1 89, 13
80 0 80 11
81 0 91 2
82 0 82 1]
93 0 93 2
094 0 94 1 85 and over
85 0 95 1 2365
3456 20228



