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CHAPTER 985
PUBLICATION OF LEGAL NOTICES; PUBLIC NEWSP APERS; FEES

985.01 Definitions. 985.08 Fees for publishing.

985.02 Methodof notification. 985.09 Computation of time, Sundays, legal holidays.

985.03 Qualifications of newspapers. 985.10 Publication on Sunday

985.04 Official state newspaper 985.11 Fees and work on Sunday

985.05 Official municipal newspapers. 985.12 Proof of publication.

985.06 Official city newspaper 985.13 Change of name or discontinuance of paper

985.065 Publication and printing; counties with population of 250,000 or more.985.14 Refusal to publish.

985.07 Classes and frequency of legal notices. 985.15 Forfeiture for refusal to publish.

985.01 Definitions. As used in this chapteunless theon (2) If the governing body of a municipality eletitgpost under
textrequires otherwise: $.985.05 (1)it shall post in the following manner:

(1g) “Governingbody” has the meaning given ir3¢5.05 (1) (a) The notice must be posted in at least 3 public places likely
(b) andincludes a long—-term care district board undé6s2895  to give notice to personsfatted.

(1m) “Insertion,” when used to indicate the publicationaof  (b) Thenotice posted before the act or event requiring notice
legal notice more than one time, means once each week for cehallbe posted no later than the time specified for the first newspa
secutiveweeks, the last of which shall be at least one week bef@es publication.
theact or event, unless otherwise specified by law (c) The notice posted after the act or event requinioice

(2) “Legal notice” means every notice requitegllaw or by shallbe posted within one week after the act or event. Actions of
orderof a court to be published in a newspaper or other publigoverningbodies posted after the act or evendll be dective
tion, except notices required by private and local laws tpue Uponposting.
lishedin newspapers, and includes all of the following: (d) The afidavit of the oficer or person posting the legal

(a) Every publication of laws, ordinances, resolutions, finafioticecontaining the time, place and manner of the postingis pre

cial statements, budgets and proceedings intended to give notié@ptiveevidence of the facts stated therein.

in an area History: 2007 a. 20
) . - . L. A county with a population of less that 250,000 is not required to designafe an of
(b) Every notice and certificate of election, facsimile ballotjal newspaperA county is not required to seek bids for the publication of legal

i i i otices. Even if a county doesot competitively bid the publication of its own pro
referendanoticeof public hearing before a governmental hOd){zleedingsals provided in sub. (3), it may print @&/n proceedings or post them on its

andnotice of meetings of private and public bodies required K}bsite. A county mayot, in lieu of publication in a printed newspaper or posting
law. on a physical bulletin board, post its legal notices on fisialfweb site. OAG 2-08

(c) Every summons, ordecitation, notice of sale or other L
noticethat is intended to inform a person that the personanay285-03 Qualifications of newspapers. (1) (a) No pub
shalldo an acor exercise a right within a designated period ¢iSherof any newspaper in this state shllawarded or be entitied

; to any compensation or fee for the publishing of any legal notice

uponor by a designated date. unlessfor at least 2 of the 5 years immediately before the date of

(3) “Municipality” has the meaning in 845.05 (1) (c)and ; Y y

. o the notice publication, th@ewspaper has been published regu
includesa long-term care district under46.2895 larly and continuously in the cityillage or town where pub

(4) “Proceedings”whenpublished in newspapers, mean th@shed,and has had a bona fide paid circulation:
substancef every oficial action taken by &cal governing body 3 That has constituted 50% or more of its circulation; and,

atany meeting, regulgr “or sp_emal.” L 2. That has had actual subscribers at gadilication of not

(5) A newspaper is published at the place from which itggsthan 1,000 copies in 1st and 2nd class cities, or 300 copies if
mailing permit is issued, except that if the place where the-news 31 and 4th class cities villages or towns.
paperhas its major concentratiaf circulation has no primary (b) Suspension of publication resulting from the mobilization

postoffice, then at the place it shall designate as its plapaa of troops being called to active duty with the armed forces, strike,
cationin the afidavit required by $985.03 (2) but no newspaper lockout or damage, or destruction due to wae or act of God
shall have more than one place of publication during the sa Sllnot count as én interval in publicatio’n '

iodof time.
periodol ime (bm) A period of disqualification not to exceed 2 years due

(6) "Substance’is an intelligible abstract or synopsistb® 4" the place of publication shall not count as an interval in
essentiaklements of the fitial action taken by a local governing Rublication

body, including the subject matter of a motion, the persons makihg der this ch . blicati .
and seconding the motion and the roll call vote on the motion, () A newspapeunder this chaptgis a publication appearing
exceptthat ordinances and resolutions publishedrequired by atregular intervals and at least once a week, containing reports of

law need not be republished in proceedings, duéference to NaPPENINgsof recent occurrence of a varied characsech as
their subject matter shall be Siafent. political, social,moral and religious subjects, designed to inform

History: 1981 c. 3721983 a. 188s.327, 328 320 (31) 1993 a. 4861099 . 9 LN geNEral readerThe definition includes daily newspaper pub

85, 2007 a. 202009 a. 276 lished in a county having a population of 500,000 or more,
devotedprincipally to business news and publishing of records,

985.02 Method of notification. (1) Except as otherwise Which has been designated by the courts of record of the county
providedby law a legal notice shall be published in a newspapéir publication of legahotices for a period of 6 months or more.
likely to give notice in the area or to the persdacéd. When (2) Any person chared with theduty of causing legal notices
everthe law requires publication in a newspaper published int@be published, and who causes any legal notice, pubkshed
designatedmunicipality or area and no newspaper is publishéd any newspaper not eligible to so publish under the requirements
thereinpublication shall be made in a newspaper likely to givef sub.(1), or who fails to cause such legal notice tgbblished
notice. in any newspaper eligible under this sectimay be fined not to
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exceed$100 for each éénse. Each day in whichlegal notice bidsfrom all daily and weekly newspapers published in such city

shouldhave been but wasot published as required by law shalivhich are eligible under s985.03 also stating the security

constitutea separate &énse hereunderA newspaper in order to requiredwith each bid, which shall be previoudiyxed by the

be eligible undetthis section shall also file a certificate with thecouncil,and requiring delivery of the bids writing, sealed, at the

countyclerk stating that it qualifies under this section and statimderk’s ofice by 12 noon of the firstiesday of MayAt that houy

its place of publication. the clerk shall, in the presence of the mayor or an alderperson,
History: 1975 c. 3411989 a. 31 openthe bids anenter them in a record kept for that purpose. No

This section does not violate equal protection. The term “paid circulatios,” agyid from other than a newspaper legally invited to bid. or for more
requiremenunder sub. (1) (a), is discussed. Community Newspap@sst Allis, pap gally g

156 Wis. 2d 350456 N.W2d 646(Ct. App. 1990). thanthe legal rate for like work, shall be of anjeef. The paper
A municipality may not expend funds to publisigalnotice in a “shopper” that Makingthe lowest déctive bid for the citys Iegal_notlc_es shall be
doesnot meet the qualifications in s. 985.03 (1) (&). Atty. Gen. 177 awardedhe contract thereforlf 2 or more g&ctive bids are for

" . . the same price, amb lower efective bid is filed, the clerk shall
985.04 Official state newspaper . The joint committee on ransmitsuch tie bids to the council at its next meeting and the
legislativeoganization shall recommend the legislature to des oy ncil shall designate the successful bid. If nieafve bid is
ignatesome newspaper published insaonsin to be thefficial  eceivedthe council maylirect the clerk to readvertise as before.
state newspapgewhich shall publish all legal noticesquiredto  Eachsuccessful bidder shall execute a contract in accordance with
be published therein. Any such publication from any of the stafige hig and file such bond for its performance as ¢bencil
agencieshall be deemedfafial. The joint committee may invite yaquires. No such paper shall receive more or less than the con
bids from all newspapers which meet the requirements.of {5ct price nor any other compensation for the work. The paper

985.03 but if it does so, it is not requiredecommend the lowest gacyrinathe contract for the publishing of the cityegalnotices
bidderas the dicial state newspapeiThe joint committee shall gp | begtthe dicial city newsgaper 9 9

introduceits recommendation in the legislaturethe form of a (2) In cities of the fourth class, the council, at its first meeting

joint resolution. No designation takeeet untilthe joint resolu : :
P M : fie or as soon aay be, shall designate one or more newspapers eli
tion is adopted. A newspaper which is designated State le under s985.03and published in the cityf any, otherwise

° > . X i
nevvt?]papeshall contltnut()e aﬁ];ucar; utnttll the legislature dGSIgnatgé)blishedin the countyand having a general circulation in the
another newspaper to be thé@él state newspaper : I ; - -

History: 1977 c. 291979 c. 341981 c. 372512, 13, city, for publication of the council proceedings and as tfieiaff

Article VII, sec. 21 [Art. IV s. 17] requires full text publication of all general laws CIty newspaper for the pgblicatio_n of the c_s'rt}égalnotices for the
andpublication of an abstract or synopsisuch laws would not be §igient. Meth  ensuingyear The council shall fix the pricat not to exceed the
odsother thamewspaper publication, under s. 985.04, may be utilized to give PUbﬂ@gaI rate for like work.

noticeof our general laws. 63 Attsen. 346. See also s. 14.38 (10). - . . . .
(3) The publisher before the claim for the publication is

985.05 Official municipal newspapers. (1) The govera audited,shallfile with the clerk proof of publication by fidavit
ing body of every municipality not required to have aficizl ~ of the printer or foreman, attached to a copy of the matibr
newspapemay designate a newspaper published or hayémg lished,stating the date or datespfblication. Such &flavit shall
eralcirculationin the municipality and eligible under@85.03as  be conclusive evidence of publication for the purpose of audit.
its official newspaper or utilize the same for specific notices. The (4) If for any reason any city is at any timéthout an dficial
governingbody of such municipality mayn lieu of newspaper city newspapermatters required tbe published shall be pub
publication, direct other form of publication or posting under fishedin a newspaper eligible undera85.03 designated by the
985.02 (2) Other publication or posting, howeyshall not be council,at not more than the legal rate for like work.
substitutedor newspapepublication in proceedings relating to: History: 1993 a. 184491
tax redemptions or sales of land acquired by the county or city
authorizedto act under s74.87for delinquent taxes, chgags or 985.065 Publication and printing; counties with popu -
assessmentgivil annexations, detachments, consolidations dation of 250,000 or more. (2) (a) In counties having a popu
incorporationaunder chs59t066; or legal noticeslirected to spe lation of 250,000 or more, the county board of supervisors, at its
cific individuals. Posting may not be substituted for publicaticennualmeeting shall direct theounty clerk to invite proposals
in school board elections conductattler s120.060r publication from the English newspapers published daily in said codioty
unders.60.80 (2)of town ordinances imposing forfeitures. If arthe publicationand printing of the proceedings of said board, and
eligible newspaper is publishéadl the municipalityother publica all other notices or advertisements as shall be authorized or
tion or posting shall not be substituted for newspgpéalication requiredto be published or printday the said board and allfief
unders.61.320r61.5Q cers,boards and departments of sa@inty during the next ensu

(2) Whenany municipality has designatad oficial newspa  ing year which publications and advertising mag divided and
per,all legal notices published mnewspaper by such municipal classifiedif the said board shall so order
ity shall be published in such newspaper unless otherwise specifi(b) Such proposals shall namgrice per standard line, or shall

cally required by law namea price per standard line per thousand of average dgily
(3) In lieu of the requirements of this chapt@ischool board culationin such county for the period of 6 months next preceding

may publish or publicize under $20.11 (4). the dateof such proposals, as shown by thidafit of an authe
History: 1975 c. 1381983 a. 5321985 a. 2251987 a. 378 rized officer or agent of such proponent, or shall name a price for

ﬁtqount%/hboard rtr;,ay r)tot ﬁgiteslignate more |t4han onet lr:@WSpat;;et; ha\(/jing a genetraa;cichadvertising space as may be required or ordered by the board
culationin the county as its fatial newspaper Howevey the county board may direci ; ; ;
thata particular legal notice also appear in one or more other county newspapers‘fJI ny ime durlng the year for.WhICh awards are madetdhe
Atty. Gen. 95. option of the proponent, shall includayor all of such separate
A county with a population of less that 250,000 is not required to designafe an gjroposals as aforesaid.
i |

cial newspaperA county is not required to seek bids for the publication of leg . . . .
notices. Even if a county doasot competitively bid the publication of its own pro_ (C) The said board may by resolution suspend the publication

ci%dsiqgﬁz g?vrige?n '2 soutb_- n(3|)e it may &r?;tﬁxn, ﬁg)c?i?gégseorspost ép%rrn on t'tﬁ of proceedings in newspapers and providetferprinting thereof

Wi ite. u , Inlieu ubli I | 1 W I H 5 H H

ona physical bulleytin bg'ard, post its Iggal notices on quiaifweb site?OE\G 2—88 %n pamphlet form‘mtl.l the further action of the board in relatlon.
thereto. Separate bids may be called for if so ordered by said

985.06 Official city newspaper . (1) In 2nd and 3rd class board,from printers in the countyor the printing of the proceed

cities, the clerk shall, on or before the 2naeSday of April, adver  ings of saidcounty board in pamphlet form in such quantities as

tisein the oficial city newspaperor if thereis none, in a newspa shall be determined by said board.

per published in the city and eligible unde®85.03 for separate  (d) Each bid shall be accompaniedebyertificate of the county

proposalgto publishin English the council proceedings and théreasurethat the bidder has deposited with the county treasurer a

city’s legal notices, respectivelyfor the ensuing yeainviting  United States bond, corporagerety bond or certified check in the
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sumof $500, or the cash deposit of a like amount, conditioned tliaerpretedas being tabular when it contains 2 or more justifica
saidbidder will, if successful, enter into a contract as provided fions per line. The minimum fefr any legal notices shall be $2.
theresolution of said board or invitation for such bids. The counfihe maximum rate specified in this subsection shalhtigisted
clerk shall on the date named in said invitation for biuthe pres each2 years, the adjustment to béeefive on January 1 of each
enceof the committeen printing and stationery of said boardeven—numbereglear to reflect the relevant change in costhef
openall such proposals and enter upon his or her minutesoad  newspapeipublishing industry as compared with such costs on
thereof,all of which shall be reported to the board at its nextme@ctoberl of the 3rd year preceding that January 1, as determined
ing, together with the recommendations of said commitiéee by the department of administration in consultation éghresen
saidboard shall thereupon consider such proposals and by its restivesof the daily and weekly newspaper industfithe state.
lution designate andward such advertising and printing to thén making the determination the department shall baseetes
lowestbidder or to the lower bidder based upon a rate per thousamiélationupon the factors of wage andwsprint costs in the pro

of average daily circulation in suctounty or said board may portionsdetermined by the department to be proper

awardsuch publication and printing to the lowest bidder and also (3) (a) A standard line shall be 6-point Spartan lightface set
to the lowest bidder per thousand of average daily circulation §$5 g—pointsiug without spacing between the lines, ahgitas
aforesaidor said board may award any division or classificatiop |ength. Nonstandard type faces and line lengths shall be
of such publication and printing made under the provisioggqvedwith adjustments in fees according to variationg/pre
hereof,to the lowest bidder and award tegnaining division or - getand line length. When a publisher does not have, or @letts
divisions, or classification, to the lowest biddger thousand of ;4 ;e g 6-point body type,larger body type may be used:; in

_circulati%r; a;f?resaid.l ytlkf] the btoz:_relle]f:ts l:t)(') dprint(;ttshproceegingswhich case adjustment shall be made in line rate, proportionately
In pamphiet form oniythe invitation Tor blds anad the award may sing for sizes of type over 6-point to produce the same net
be made to the lowest responsible biddsra rate per standarddecre{jl g z ype ov P b

i h other basi he board d > “averagecompensation per column area. Such adjustments shall
Ine, or per page, or such other basis as the board determines, g o\ gjyated by the department of administration which shall cer

(e) Upon the award of the contract, or contracts, the deposifg the same tany newspapepublic oficial or other interested
of unsuccessful bidders, and upon executibproper contracts party upon request, and such certification shallpbesumptive
by successful bidders, the deposits shall severallyehgned. evidenceof the correct adjustments. A 5 1/2—point type face set
The contract, or contracts, shall be accompanied by a good &jh 6-pointslug shall be acceptable in lieu of a standard line, but
sufficientbondin such amount as shall be fixed by said boare cofhe rate for the 5 1/2-point type line shall not exceed the rate for
ditional for the faithful performance of such contract. a standard line as set forth in s(b.

(f) The saichoard of supervisors map lieu of the foregoing by \When camera-ready copy for the entire notice or substan
provisions,provide by ordinance, method of printing and publi 5" areas thereof is provided, eliminating typesetting, gatar
cationof its proceedings and notices, and the method of obtainip@ntsor reductions, or other changes by the newspapemaxi
bidsand contracts therefor , mumrate is the same as the maximum rate established under sub.

(9) In any case where it shall be deemed advisablepilngty (1) for subsequent insertionso Gualify for the subsequent inser
board may provide for further or additional publicatiomofices  tjon rate for camera-ready capthe copy may be no lger than

in appropriate trade mediums. 8-pointtype and shall comply with the colunidth certified for

(h) The rates provided by 885.08for legal notices shall not eachnewspaper by thdepartment of administration under .par
applyto printing or publications hereunder (a).

History: 1983 a. 1921993 a. 486 (3) The publisher may increase rates allowed by this section

up to 15 per cent for each 4,000 of circulation or fraction thereof

- : .~ above8,000 of circulation, based on previous year—end circula
shallbe 3 classes of legal notices under this chagtbe desig -~~~ ’ I .
nated number of insertions is the minimum requirgdaw and tion figures, but not to exceed an additional increase of 75 percent.

the frequency may be increased at the discretion of the requisition (4) In all counties having a population of 500,000 or more, the
ing agency feesfor the publication of a legal notice may be equal to, but not

(1) CrassinorTices. All notices designated as class 1 noticeig excesof, the regular publishing rate actually required of pri
requireone insertion vateadvertisers for similar advertising matter

(2) Cuass2noTices. All notices designated as class 2 notices (). Except as otherwise provided in this section, no fee shall
require2 insertions e paid and no public funds shall be used for subsidizing any pri
) . . ately owned newspaper for payment oy legal notice, which
not(iiéscr:ggiisrg goigls(::r‘iiogas) All notices designated as class %ewspapehas not previously qualifieals a public newspaper as
: definedin s.985.03
(b) Any legal notice not otherwise designated shall be a class o ; : T
3 notice unless the time permittey law necessitates a class 2 or. (6) In addition torequired legal notice, the requisitioning

classl notice, except that any notice required by law on Januf%:ancymay also publish such notice in other media such as trade

985.07 Classes and frequency of legal notices.  There

S . : rnalsand newspapers published in this state devoted substan
ﬁ’otlic?ge’ which is not otherwise designated, shall be a clas ially to the publication of ditial notices to bidders, but such
) additionalnotice shall not be construed as a legal notice.

(4) The classification provided herein does not apply to (7) Feesestablished herein are applicable to legal notices and

noticesof public election or referenda or to notices governed l?,% . ; e .
s.815.31but such noticeshall be governed by the specific stat enot intended to restrict the use of classified and display adver
3 ) tising which is not required by statute to be published or legal

utes relating thereto. ; . 1= ) .
History: Sup. Ct. Ordei67 Wis. 2d 585784 (1975). noticeswhich the requisitioning agency orders®published in

aclassified odisplay mannerThe discretion of utilizing the dis
985.08 Fees for publishing. (1) The fee for publishing a play method of publishing fitial materials shall be vested solely
legal notice shall be not more than 14 cents per standard line forthe public authority ordering such publication and the rate
thefirst insertion and not more thafh &ents per standard line forchargedor publication in this instance shall not exceed the-regu
eachsubsequent insertion. The ajefor the publication of a fac lar commercial display advertising rate of the publisher
simile ballot shall be computed as if the area occupied by the ballot(8) Upon request, a tear shegtoof of a multiple insertion
wereset in standard linedf a legal notice contains tabulated matnoticeshall be mailed to the advertiser or the advettisattorney
ter, then the fees allowable for the area containing smatter within 72 hours after the first insertion, and an additionalgehar
shall be increased 50% of the standard line base rate with@fis1 for such tear sheet proof may be made.
adjustmentfor circulation premium.Composed matter shall be History: 1977 c. 4181979 c. 341987 a. 1421993 a. 4862009 a. 177
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985.09 LEGAL NOTICES Updated 09-10Wis. Stats. Database 4

985.09 Computation of time, Sundays, legal holidays. 985.13 Change of name or discontinuance of paper.
(1) Thetime for publication of legal notices shall be computed ) Wheneven legal notice is required or ordered to be published
asto exclude the first day of publicati@md include the day on in a particular newspaper and the name of such newspaper is
which the act or event, of which notice is given, is to happen ¢ffangedbefore such publication is commenced or before it is
which completes the full period required for publication. completed,the publication shall be made oontinued in the

(2) Thetime within which an act is to be done or proceedingewspapeunder its new name with the samteef as if the name
hadortaken, as prescribed by the rules of procedure, shall be céradnot been changed. The proof of the publication, in addition
putedby excluding the first day and includitige last; if the last to other requirements, shall state the change of name and specify
daybe Sunday or a legal holiday the party shall have the next seie period of publication in such newspaper under each name.

IaEday |nf Wh'Ch_tSO dosg??s?m or t?,ke SUtCh prO(iet_edlr}gz'. Al (2) Whena newspaper ceases to be published before the publi
566 5000001 () e o mlor exception as fo computation OAME. A0 cation of a legal notice is commencedwiien commenced ceases

beforesuch publication is completed, the order for publication,
985.10 Publication on Sunday . Any legal notice maye whenone is required in the first instance, may be amended by
publishedin a newspaper printed on Sundaiyd such publication orderof the court or judge, on proof of the fact bficafvit, so as
is a lawful publication and a full compliance with the ordethef to designate another newspapas may be necessary; and if no
courtor oficer orderingsuch publication; and any such notice thasrder is required in the first instance such publication rbay
may, by law or the order of any court, be required t@bklished madeor completed in any other newspaper; and any time during
for any given number of weeks may be publishe@unday in  which such notice is published in tfiest newspaper shall be reck
each week of such term, and if so publishechasy weeks and oneda part of the time required for the publication thereof, proof
asmany timesn each week as may be required by such law gf which may be made byfafavit of any person acquainted with
order,it shall be a lawful publication thereof. the facts. The second newspaper n@yone published in an

985.11 Fees and work on Sunday . (1) In any action to adjoiningcounty in the cases mentioned if985.14

recovercompensation for publication of legal notices, it shall
no defense that such publication was dated, printed or issue
thefirst day of the week.

(2) In any action to recover compensation for labor perform
on any newspapedated, published or issued on the first day
theweek, it shall be no defense that such labas performed on
thefirst day of the week.

3§§,§.l4 Refusal to publish. Whenthere is only one newspa
perin a county and the publisher thereof refuses to publish a legal
é@tice, such legal notice may be published in a newspainted
dp an adjoining county; and proof affidavit of the reason why
suchpublication wasnade in an adjoining county shall accom
panythe proof of publication, or the order for publication, when
anyis necessarynay be made or amended by the court or judge
985.12 Proof of publication. (1) AFFIDAVIT OF PRINTING. ~ S0as to designate a newspaper in an adjoining coupity afida-
The affidavit of the editoy publishey printer or proprietor of any Vit showing the necessity thereféihenever a legal notice is
newspaperor of his or her foreman or principal clerk, of the publirequiredby law to be published in a newspaper in any county hav
cationof any legal notice, annexed to a copy of the notice clippét a village or city situated partly in said county and partly in an
from thenewspaperand specifying the date of each insertion, aratljoiningcounty where there is no newspaper printed in sueh vil
the paper in which it was published, shall be received in all cadage or city within the county first mentioned, but there is a news
aspresumptive evidence of the publication and of the facts stafgaper published in such village or city within such adjoining
therein. county such notice may be published snch last mentioned

(2) TiMe oFFILING. Such dfdavit may be filed with the proper newspaper.
officer at any time after the last day of the publication of such
notice,unless the filing time is otherwise specified. 985.15 Forfeiture for refusal to publish.  If the publisher

(3) SamE. The afidavit of publication of any notice of a saleor printerof a newspaper shall, after payment or tender of the pub
of real property required by law to be published may be filed, lather’sor printefs legal fees thereforefuse or willfully neglect
any time within 6 months after the last day of sywmiblication, to publish any legal notice requirédpursuance of law or a lawful
with the register of deeds of the county in which the premises areerof publication to be published in the publisisesr printels

situated. newspapereing able to make such publication, the publisher or
(4) Fee. The fee for an éiflavit of publication shall be $1. printershall forfeit $25, one—half to the party prosecuting therefor
History: 1993 a. 486 History: 1993 a. 486
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