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AN AcT (,\ relating to: verification of t

petition circulators@"?/

Analysis by the

Currently, each nominatioppaper or petition for an election must contain the
dated certification of a qualified circulator, as defined by law, at the bottom of each
separate sheet, stating hig-6r her residence and affirming that he or she personally
circulated the paper of petition and obtained each of the signatures, /that the
circulator knows fheyisigned the paper or petition with full knowledge of its content,
that the circulator knows their residences given, that the circulator knows they
signed on the dates opposite their names, that the circulator is qualified to circulate
the petition, and that the circulator knows that falsifying the certification is
punishable as a felony.

This bill provides, in addition, that the circulator’s statement must be in the
form of an affidavit acknowledged by an officer who is authorized to administer oaths
affirming the circulator’s identity and stating that the circulator appeared before the
officer and executed the statement in the officer’s presence.

egislative Reference Bureau

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:

> /

M SEcTION 1. 8.15 (4) (a) of the statutes is amended to read:




2011 - 2012 Legislature -2~ LRB- 3030/“7

JTK..........
{, SECTION 1
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1 8.15(4) (a) The i ionpf a qualified circulator teg his or her residence

2 with street an numb r, if any, shall appear at the bottom of each nomination paper,
Nhads e
3 stating or She personally circulated the nomination paper and personally

4 obtaineﬁi each of the signatures; % : ey are electors of the ward,
5 aldermanic district, municipality or county, as the nomination papers require; he or
6 she knows they signed the paper with full knowledge of its content; he or she knows
7 their respective residences given; he or she knows each signer signed on the date
8 stated opposite his or her name; and, that he or she, the circulator, is a qualified
9 elector of this state, or if not a qualified elector of this state, is a U.S. citizen age 18
10 or older who, if he or she were a resident of this state, would not be disqualified from

voting under s. 6.03, Wis. stats.; that he or she intends to support the candidate; and
o f“h\bé L2 7 c“{——_
that he or she is aware that falsifying the e&tﬁwﬁkygmle under s. 12.13

(3) (a), Wis. stats The circulator shall indicate the date that he or she makes the

@, 14
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17 and executed the(sfatementlm the ofﬁcgr s prgsgncg Theﬂeﬁ{:ﬁs@q(m&ty?é made
S ‘!'t” |

18 by the candidate or any qualified circulator. 0\@% cla\\lt t+

,29(1), (2); 1973 ¢. 334 5. 57; 1947 ¢. 107, 427; 1979 c. 249, 260, 311; 1983 a. 29, 484; 1985 a. 304; 1989 a. 31; 1993 a. 140, 213, 266; 1999

-~ ) 73005 a.451; 2007 a. 1; 2011 a. 32.
M SECTION 2. 8.40 (2) of the statutes is amended to read: -
~ ‘_ii{_/iﬁ(ﬁ;d?——» ‘& ("(”‘V‘hﬁff;fg
720 8.40 (2) The QMXQQB'G?/O a qualified circulator stat’mglms or her residence

}l” with street and number, if any, shall appe?éft the bottom of each separate sheet of

ce iimg That fhe c reulateor
22 each petition specified in sub. (1), /(personally circulated the
23 petition and personally obtained each of the signatures; that the circulator knows

24 that they are electors of the jurisdiction or district in which the petition is circulated;
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SECTION 2

1 that the circulator knows that they signed the paper with full knowledge of its

b

content; that the circulator knows their respective residences given; that the
circulator knows that each signer signed on the date stated opposite his or her name;

that the circulator is a qualified elector of this state, or if not a qualified elector of this

state, that the circulator is a U.S. citizen age 18 or older who, if he or she were a
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resident of this state, would not be disqualified from votmg under s. 6 03, Wis. stats.;
idavit

and that the circulator is aware that falsifying the eeﬁi-ﬁea%teﬁks punishable under

s. 12. 13 (3) (a) The circulator shall indicate the dat hat he or she makes the
mak ﬁ
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10 acknowledged before an officer Who is authorized to administer oaths

11 affirming the circulator’s identity and stating that the circulator appeared before the

12 officer and executed the §tatement)in the officer’s presence. D‘Qf s daw +

History: 1989 a. 192; 1997 a. 35; 1999 a. 182; 2001 a. 109; 2005 a. 451.

13 SECTION 3. Initial applicability.
14 (1) This act first applies with respect to nomination papers and petitions for
15 which the circulation period begins on or after the effective date of this subsection.

16 (END)
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8.10(3
éﬂ) (intro.) The certifteatron jof a qualified circulator under s. 8.15 (4) (a) shall be appended to
each nomination paper. The number of required signatures on nomination papers filed under this

section is as follows:
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@ 8.20(3
}_@S%hgemﬁea&mg; qualified circulator under s. 8.15 (4) (a) shall be appended to each

nomination paper.
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Senator Grothman:

Article XIII, section 12 (7) of the constitution provides that laws may be enacted
facilitating recall procedures but no law shall be enacted hampering, restricting, or
impairing the right of recall. To be enforceable with respect to recall petitions for those
elective officers who are subject to recall under the constitution, the requirements
under this draft must be viewed by the courts as facilitating the right of recall by
adopting a reasonable means of verifying whether recall petitions are genuine.

Jeffery T. Kuesel
Managing Attorney
Phone: (608) 266-6778
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October 27, 2011

Senator Grothman:

Article XIII, section 12 (7) of the constitution provides that laws may be enacted
facilitating recall procedures but no law shall be enacted hampering, restricting, or
impairing the right of recall. To be enforceable with respect to recall petitions for those
elective officers who are subject to recall under the constitution, the requirements
under this draft must be viewed by the courts as facilitating the right of recall by
adopting a reasonable means of verifying whether recall petitions are genuine.

Jeffery T. Kuesel
Managing Attorney
Phone: (608) 266-6778
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