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Three-Vehicle Recreational Permit Change

Purpose of Permit: Combinations of more than two vehicles are exceptions to normal vehicle configuration and
must be allowed by explicit statutory provision. This permit is intended to facilitate tourism by authorizing towing
of both temporary sleeping quarters and a trailer laden with vehicles often used while camping or in outdoor
recreation.

Policy Goal: Rationalizing vehicle size and weight regulation by eliminating an overweight/overweight permit
when a permit does not advance safe operation; similar transport in nearby states does not require a permit
and/or permit no longer supports the original business purpose.

Reason for Change: 1) This is the only permit issued by the Motor Carrier Services Section of WisDOT that does
not pertain to commercial transportation. 2} No border state requires a permit for a three-vehicle combination for
similar purpose. 3) Tourist travelers have been stopped and required to obtain the Wisconsin over-length permit
before proceeding. If the stop occurs outside of weekday office hours or on the weekend, this causes a significant
delay.

Intent: Elimination of the oversize permit for transportation of the recreational three-vehicle combination, per WI
Statute 348.27(7m) and creation of a statutory allowance for this combination for which no over-fength permit
would be required.

Background: s. 348.27(7m) was created in 1989. At creation, the statute authorized issuance of a permit to a
three vehicle combination comprised of a towing vehicle, towing a mobile home or camping trailer, towing a boat
trailer; overall length was limited to 60 feet (then legal two-vehicle combination length) and towed vehicles had to
be for the use of the operator of the towing vehicle. The statute was silent on brake requirements, thus s.347.35
pertained. The units allowed in the combination effectively restricted use of the recreational three-vehicle permit
to non-commercial and spring, summer and autumn operation. There are have been several legislative
modifications to 5.348.27(7m) since origina!l enactment, in summary:

e Addition of other named loads, e.g. “...personalized watercraft...” that could be transported on the final
trailer;

e Increase in overall length to 65 feet (then legal two-vehicle length), if, regardless of weight, one of the
towed units had brakes;

¢ Authorized flexibility in the order of the towed units;

e Elimination of specified loads on the towed unit that is not the sleeping compartment in the combination;

e Deleted reference to a “mobile home” and replacement with “recreational vehicle” to comport with a
statutory change re-defining “mobile home”;

¢  Addition of language banning operation under the permit during inclement weather.

Recommended Changes:

* Repeal s.348.27(7m)

o Define “vehicles for recreational use” in 5.348.01. (Recommending definition in 5.348.01 rather than s.
340.01 to avoid potential unintended effect on statutory sections outside of the chapter pertaining to
vehicle size and weight.}

o Recommend that the definition of “vehicles for recreational use” include all-terrain vehicle,
bicycle, moped, motor bicycle, motorcycle, or snowmobile as defined in 5.340.01, and boat,
personal watercraft or sailboard as defined in 5.30.50 and personal assistive mobility devices, as




referenced in s. 23.117. But not to include automobile, motor truck, motor home, play vehicle,
or inline skates as defined in 5.340.01.
s (Create a new statutory authority for recreational three-vehicle combinations, without requirement for an
oversize permit, that:
o Authorizes a combination up to 65 feet comprised of a power unit and two towed units.
*  The allowable combinations may be:

s One towed unit that must be either a camping trailer, as defined in
5.340.01(6m), or a recreational vehicle, as defined in 5.340.01(48r), and another
towed unit that must be a trailer laden with vehicles for recreational use, or an
uniaden traiter.

¢  Two towed units that are both camping trailers, as defined in s.340.01(6m), or
two recreational vehicles, as defined in 340.01(48r) or one of each.

o Requires brakes on one of the towed units, if the laden or unladen weight of both towed units
combined exceeds 3,000 pounds.

o Retains the current language prohibiting operation if road conditions are poor or weather is
inclement.

o Requires the second unit in the combination to be the heaviest towed unit, if structurally
feasible.

o Does not require that the towed vehicles be transported for the personal use of the operator of
the towing vehicle or a passenger in the towing unit.
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AN AcCT ...; relating to: operating certain (J-vehicle combinations on the

v

highways:

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau

Current law generally prohibits any person from operating a vehicle on a
highway while towing’/ two or more vehicles unless an exception applies or the
operator holds an appropriate permit issued by the Department of Transportation
@moT)Y DOT may issue annual or consecutive month permits for certain
three—vehicl¢/combinations that consist of the following vehicles:

1. A towing vehicle’

2. A recreational vehicle or camping trailer’ J

3. A trailer for a personal recreational vehicle.

Under current law, the overall length of the combination of vehicles may not
exceed 60Feet or, if the middle vehicle in the three-vehicle combination is equipped
with brakes, 65 feet? Unless it is not structurally possible, the lighter of the towed
vehicles must occupy the last position in the three-vehicle'Combination. The towed
vehicles must be for the use of the operator of the towing vehicle. A three-vehicle
combingtion may not be operated if specified highway or weather conditions are
present. v
This bill modifies the requirements for operation of these three-vehicle
combinations and allows their operation without a permit. The bill allows a person
to operate, without a permit, a three-vehicle'combination consisting of the following:

1. A towing vehicle.

2. A recreational vehicle or camping trailer.
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3. Another recreational vehicle or camping trailer, or a trailer carrying any
vehicle for recreational use or carrying no load. A’vehicle for recreational use” is
defined to include a bicycle, moped, motor bicycle, motorcycle, all-terrain vehicle,
snowmobile, boat, sailboard, personal watercraft, or electric personal assistive
mobility device, but does 5101: include an automobile, motor truck, motor home, play
vehicle, or in-line skates:

Under the bill, the heavier of the towed vehicles must occupy the middle
position of the three-vehicl¢/combination unless it is not structurally possible. The
overall length of the combination of vehicles may yot exceed 65eet and, if the total
loaded weight of all towed vehigles exceeds 3,000"pounds, one of the towed vehicles
must be equipped with brakes. The bill does not modify current law restrictions on
the operation of three-vehicle combinations under specified highway or weather
conditions. v

For further information see the statefiscal estimate, which will be printed as
an appendix to this bill.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:

SECTION 1. 348.01 (2) (d) of the statutes is created to read:

348.01 (2) (d) “Vehicle for recreational use” includes a bicycle, moped, motor
bicycle, motorcycle, all-terrain vehicle, snowmobile, boat, as defined in s. 30.50 (2),
sailboard, aS defined in s. 30.50 (11), personal watercraft, or electric personal
assistive mobility device, but does not include an automobile, motor truck, motor
home, play vehicle, or in-line skates‘./

SECTIONk 2. 348.27 (7m) of the statutes is renumbered 348.0§/ (1) G) and
amended to read:

348.08 (1) 1)

pepmit—fepféhemevemeﬂt-ef—a‘ﬁ 3-vehicle combination consisting of a towing vehicle
and, in order by weight, with the lighter of the towed vehicles as the 3rd vehicle in

the 3-vehicle combination unless not structurally possible, a recreational vehicle or

camping trailer as the 2nd yehicle\,/and a recreational vehicle, camping trailer, or
v

trailer for-a-personal-recreational-vehiele carrying any vehicle for recreational use
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SECTION 2

r carrying no load as the 3rd"vehicl , if the overall length of the combination of
v
vehicles does not exceed 60 65 feet or-if the 2nd-vehicle in the 3—vehicle-combination

v
and, if the total weight, including any load, of all towed vehicles exceeds 3,000
pounds, one of the towed vehicles is equipped with brakes adequate-to-control the

&sed—1n—1;he~eemputramgn\/ No 3-vehicle combination may operate under this

paragraph if highway or weather conditions include heavy snow, freezing rain, icy
roads, high winds, limited visibility, or upon a highway that is closed or partially

closed by the department due to highway conditions.

History: 1973 ¢, 157, 316; 1973 ¢. 333 5. 190m; 1973 c. 336; 1975 c. 25, 285; 1977 ¢. 29 ss. 1488m, 1654 (8) (a); 1977 ¢. 30s. 5; 1977 ¢. 191, 197, 272, 273, 418; 1979
. 34, 315, 326; 1981 c. 20, 69, 163, 215, 391; 1983 a. 78 ss. 32 to 35, 37: 1983 a. 529; 1985 a. 29's. 3202 (3); 1985 a. 202, 212; 1987 a. 27; 1989 a. 31, 35, 130, 305; 1991 a.
258; 1993 a. 62, 439; 1995 a. 113, 163, 227, 347, 348; 1997 a. 27, 35, 237; 1999 a. 85; 2001 a. 16; 2003 a. 210, 241; 2005 a. 119, 167, 250; 2007 a. 11, 16, 171; 2009 a. 28, 222,
229; 2011 a. 20, 32

16
17
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SECTION 3. Initial applicability.
(1) This act first applies to 3-vehicle combinations operated on the effective
date of this subsection.

(END)
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AN ACT to renumber and amend 348.27 (7m); and fo create 348.01 (2) (d) of

the statutes; relating to: operating certain three-vehicle combinations on the

highways.

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau

Current law generally prohibits any person from operating a vehicle on a
highway while towing two or more vehicles unless an exception applies or the
operator holds an appropriate permit issued by the Department of Transportation
(DOT). DOT may issue annual or consecutive month permits for certain
three-vehicle combinations that consist of the following vehicles:

1. A towing vehicle.

2. Arecreational vehicle or camping trailer.

3. A trailer for a personal recreational vehicle.

Under current law, the overall length of the combination of vehicles may not
exceed 60 feet or, if the middle vehicle in the three-vehicle combination is equipped
with brakes, 65 feet. Unless it is not structurally possible, the lighter of the towed
vehicles must occupy the last position in the three-vehicle combination. The towed
vehicles must be for the use of the operator of the towing vehicle. A three-vehicle
combination may not be operated if specified highway or weather conditions are
present.

This bill modifies the requirements for operation of these three-vehicle
combinations and allows their operation without a permit. The bill allows a person
to operate, without a permit, a three-vehicle combination consisting of the following:

1. A towing vehicle.




~N o Ot W N

Lo

10
11
12
13

"7 2011 - 2012 Legislature —2- LRB-2654/P1

ARG:jld:rs

2. Arecreational vehicle or camping trailer.

3. Another recreational vehicle or camping trailer, or a trailer carrying any
vehicle for recreational use or carrying no load. A “vehicle for recreational use” is
defined to include a bicycle, moped, motor bicycle, motorcycle, all-terrain vehicle,
snowmobile, boat, sailboard, personal watercraft, or electric personal assistive
mobility device, but does not include an automobile, motor truck, motor home, play
vehicle, or in-line skates.

Under the bill, the heavier of the towed vehicles must occupy the middle
position of the three-vehicle combination unless it is not structurally possible. The
overall length of the combination of vehicles may not exceed 65 feet and, if the total
loaded weight of all towed vehicles exceeds 3,000 pounds, one of the towed vehicles
must be equipped with brakes. The bill does not modify current law restrictions on
the operation of three-vehicle combinations under specified highway or weather
conditions.

For further information see the state fiscal estimate, which will be printed as
an appendix to this bill.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:

SECTION 1. 348.01 (2) (d) of the statutes is created to read:

348.01 (2) (d) “Vehicle for recreational use” includes a bicycle, moped, motor
bicycle, motorcycle, all-terrain vehicle, snowmobile, boat, as defined in s. 30.50 (2),
sailboard, as defined in s. 30.50 (11), personal watercraft, or electric personal
assistive mobility device, but does not include an automobile, motor truck, motor
home, play vehicle, or in-line skates.

SECTION 2. 348.27 (Tm) of the statutes is renumbered 348.08 (1) (i) and
amended to read:

348.08 (1) (i) The-department-may issue-an-annual or conseeutive-month
permit-for the movementofa- A 3-vehicle combination consisting of a towing vehicle

and, in order by weight, with the lighter of the towed vehicles as the 3rd vehicle in
the 3-vehicle combination unless not structurally possible, a recreational vehicle or

camping trailer as the 2nd vehicle, and a recreational vehicle, camping trailer. or
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SECTION 2

trailer for-a-persenal-recreational-vehicle carrving any vehicle for recreational use

or carrying no load as the 3rd vehicle, if the overall length of the combination of

vehicles does not exceed 60 65 feet or,-if the 2nd vehicle in ¢} hicl binati

and, if the total weight, including any load, of all towed vehicles exceeds 3.000

pounds, one of the towed vehicles is equipped with brakes adequate-to-control-the

used—in—thecomputation. No 3-vehicle combination may operate under this

paragraph if highway or weather conditions include heavy snow, freezing rain, icy

roads, high winds, limited visibility, or upon a highway that is closed or partially
closed by the department due to highway conditions.

SECTION 3. Initial applicability.

(1) This act first applies to 3-vehicle combinations operated on the effective
date of this subsection.

(END)




