History of Proposal March 16, 2012

SENATE BILL 407 (LRB -3765)

An Act to amend 100.27 (6), 100.27 (7) (a) and 100.27 (7) (b); and to create 100.27 (1) (dg), 100.27 (1) (dr) and 100.27 (5m) of
the statutes; relating to: zinc air button cell batteries and providing penalties. (FE)
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Introduced by Senators Olsen, Erpenbach, Hansen, Holperin, Risser, Schultz, Taylor and
Wanggaard; cosponsored by Representatives Tranel, Bernard Schaber, Brooks, Krug, Litjens, A.
Ott, J. Ott, Petryk, Pocan, Ripp, Rivard, Spanbauer, Suder, C. Taylor, Thiesfeldt and Williams.
Read first time and referred to committee on Workforce Development, Small Business, and Tourism ......... 678
Fiscal estimate received.
Public hearing held.
Executive action taken.
Report passage recommended by committee on Workforce Development, Small Business, and Tourism,
Ayes 5, Noes 0
Available for scheduling.
Placed on calendar 3-6-2012 pursuant to Senate Rule 18(1)
Read 8 5econd tIME ............oooiiiiiiiieieen et eeese et RO
Ordered to a third reading .....................
Rules suspended .....ccooevmriveriiiiee,
Read a third time and passed
Ordered immediately messaged .......cccocooeiieninnnnene
Received from Senate .........ccoevemviiviieciciciiieie.
Read first time and referred to committee on RUIES .........o..ooiviviiieiecieeeeeeeeee e,
Made a special order of business at 11:20 A.M. on 3-13-2012 pursuant to Assembly Resolution 22 ............ 894
Read a second time.
Ordered to a third reading.
Rules suspended.
Read a third time and concurred in, Ayes 87, Noes 6.
Ordered immediately messaged.
Received from Assembly concurred in.
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2011 SENATE BILL 407

January 27, 2012 - Introduced by Senators OLSEN, ERPENBACH, HANSEN, HOLPERIN,
RissER, ScHULTZ, TAYLOR and WANGGAARD, cosponsored by Representatives
TRANEL, BERNARD SCHABER, BROOKS, KRUG, LITJENS, A. OTT, J. OTT, PETRYK,
Pocan, Ripp, RIVARD, SPANBAUER, SUDER, C. TAYLOR, THIESFELDT and WILLIAMS.
Referred to Committee on Workforce Development, Small Business, and
Tourism.

AN ACT to amend 100.27 (6), 100.27 (7) (a) and 100.27 (7) (b); and fo create

100.27 (1) (dg), 100.27 (1) (dr) and 100.27 (5m) of the statutes; relating to: zinc

air button cell batteries and providing penalties.

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau

Current law imposes restrictions on the following batteries:

1. No person may sell or offer for sale an alkaline manganese button cell battery
manufactured after January 1, 1996, unless the manufacturer has certified to the
Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection (DATCP) that the
battery contains no more than 25 milligrams of mercury.

2. No person may sell or offer for sale any other alkaline manganese battery
manufactured after January 1, 1996, or any zinc carbon battery manufactured after
July 1, 1994, unless the manufacturer has certified to DATCP that the battery
contains no mercury that was intentionally introduced.

3. Except for a mercuric oxide button cell battery, no person may sell or offer
for sale a mercuric oxide battery unless the manufacturer informs purchasers of a
recycling or disposal site for the battery.

This bill creates a new restriction for a “zinc air button cell battery,” which the
bill defines as a battery that resembles a button in size and shape and that has a zinc
anode, an alkaline electrolyte, and cathode that is capable of catalyzing oxygen when
present. The bill prohibits a person from selling or offering for sale at retail a zinc
air button cell battery manufactured after January 1, 2013, unless the manufacturer
certifies to DATCP that the battery has no mercury that was intentionally
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introduced. The bill requires DATCP to compile and make available to the public a
list of zinc air button cell batteries for which it receives such a certification. Under
current law, DATCP has the same duty regarding certifications it receives for
alkaline manganese and zinc carbon batteries. A person who sells a zinc air button
cell battery at retail in violation of the bill is subject to a forfeiture of not less than
$50 nor more than $200 and a manufacturer who submits a fraudulent certification
is subject to a forfeiture of not less than $1,000 nor more than $10,000. The same
forfeitures apply to the restrictions under current law described above.

For further information see the state fiscal estimate, which will be printed as
an appendix to this bill.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:

SECTION 1. 100.27 (1) (dg) of the statutes is created to read:

100.27 (1) (dg) “Zinc air battery” means a battery with a zinc anode, an alkaline
electrolyte, and a cathode that is capable of catalyzing oxygen when present.

SECTION 2. 100.27 (1) (dr) of the statutes is created to read:

100.27 (1) (dr) “Zinc air button cell battery” means a zinc air battery that
resembles a button in size and shape.

SECTION 3. 100.27 (5m) of the statutes is created to read:

100.27 (5m) ZINC AIR BUTTON CELL BATTERIES. No person may sell at retail or
offer for sale at retail a zinc air button cell battery that is manufactured after
January 1, 2013, unless the manufacturer has certified to the department that the
zine air button cell battery contains no mercury that was intentionally introduced.

SECTION 4. 100.27 (6) of the statutes is amended to read:

100.27 (6) LisT OF CERTIFIED BATTERIES. The department shall compile and make
available to the public a list of all batteries for which it has received certification
under subs. (2) and, (3), and (bm).

SECTION 5. 100.27 (7) (a) of the statutes is amended to read:
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100.27 (7) (a) Any person who violates subs. (2) to (5} (5m) shall forfeit not less
than $50 nor more than $200.

SECTION 6. 100.27 (7) (b) of the statutes is amended to read:

100.27 (7) (b) Any manufacturer that submits a fraudulent certification under
sub. (2) ez, (3), or (5m) shall forfeit not less than $1,000 nor more than $10,000 for
each violation.

(END)




