WISCONSIN LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL

AMENDMENT MEMO
2011 Assembly Bill 428 Assembly Amendment 1
Memo published: January 24, 2012 Contact: Mike Queensland, Staff Attorney (266-3810)

Under current law, whenever a nonprofessional or entry-level professional classified service
position vacancy occurs in the state civil service, the appointing authority may appoint a disabled
veteran on a noncompetitive basis if the all of the following apply:

e The disabled veteran served in the U.S. armed forces;
e The veteran has a disability rating of at least 30%;

e The veteran has presented to the appointing authority written documentation of the disability
from an appropriate department of the federal government; and

e The appointing authority has determined that the disabled veteran is qualified to perform the
duties and responsibilities of the position.

2011 Assembly Bill 428 provides that this noncompetitive appointment program for disabled
veterans shall apply to all classified service positions in the state civil service system.

Assembly Amendment 1 relates to civil service systems in first class cities. Under current law,
first class cities have the authority to create a civil service system. Chapter 63, Stats., sets several
parameters for this system, including mandating that civil service commissions grant veterans preference
points to individuals that would be eligible for preference points in the state civil service. One limitation
is that the number of people added to a list of eligible candidates, because they had veterans preference
points added to their test score, cannot exceed the number of people initially certified for the list of
eligible candidates before veterans preference points were added to any candidate’s score. Assembly
Amendment 1 eliminates this limitation.
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Legislative History

Assembly Amendment 1 was offered by Representative Kooyenga. On January 19, 2012, the
Assembly Committee on Veterans and Military Affairs recommended adoption of Assembly
Amendment 1 on a vote of Ayes, 11; Noes, 0. The committee then recommended passage of Assembly
Bill 428, as amended, on a vote of Ayes, 11; Noes, 0.
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