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CHAPTER 344
VEHICLES — FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY

SUBCHAPTERI 344.31 Certification of insurance as proof.
GENERAL PROVISIONS 344.33 “Motor vehicle liability policy” defined.
344.01 Words and phrases defined. 344.34 Notice of cancellation or termination of certified policy
344.02 Hearing on suspension or impoundment. 344.35 This chapter not to fdct other policies.
344.03 Judicial review 344.36 Bond as proof.
344.04 Powerof court to stay suspension of registration or impoundment @44.37 Money or securities as proof.
vehicles. 344.38 Owner and leasing company may give proof for others.
344.05 Courtsto report nonpayment of certain judgments. 344.39  Substitution of proof.
344.07 Responsibility law not to prevent other process. 344.40 Revocatioror suspension for failure to maintain proof; other proof may be
344.08 Suspension for failure to report accident. required.
344.09 Reinstatement of operating privilege and registration. 344.41  Durationof proof; when proof may be canceled or returned.
SUBCHAPTER Il 344.42 Submission of certifications and recertifications by insurers.
SECURITY FOR RST ACCIDENTS SUBCHAPTER IV
344.12 Applicability of provisions relating to deposit of security for past-acci PENALTIES FOR VIOLATIONS OF CHAPTER
dents. 344.45 Surrender of license and registration upon suspension.
344.13 Secretaryto determine amount of security requifetiowing accident and 344.46  Transfer of vehicle ownership to defeat purpose of chapter
to give notice thereof. 344.48 Forged proof.
344.14 Suspensioffior failure to deposit security; impoundment of vehicle; excep SUBCHAPTER V
tions. FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY FOR RENTED AND HUMAN SERICES
344.15 Requirementss to policy or bond. VEHICLES
344.16 Requirements as to self-insurers. 344.51 Financial responsibility for domestic rented or leased vehicles.
344.17 Requirements as to form and amount of security 344.52 Financial responsibility for foreign rented vehicles.
344.18 Duration of suspension for failure to deposit security 344.55 Insurance for human service vehicles.
344.185 Duration of impoundment of motor vehicle; disposition. 344.57 Definitions applicable to s844.57to 344.579
344.19 Applicability to nonresidents, unlicensed drivers, unregistered mot@44.572 Applicability to rental agreements.
vehiclesand accidents in other states. 344.574 Limited liability for damage.
344.20 Custody disposition and return of security 344.576 Damage waivers.
344.21 Matters not to be evidence in civil suits. 344.577 Advertisement or representation.
344.22 Short title. 344.578 Credit card for deposit or damages.
SUBCHAPTER I 344.579 Violations.
PROOF OF FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY SUBCHAPTER VI
FOR THE FUTURE MANDATORY LIABILITY INSURANCE
344.24 Applicability of sections relatingp proof of financial responsibility for the 344.61 Definitions.
future. 344.62 Motor vehicle liability insurance required.
344.25 Suspensiofior nonpayment of judgment; exceptions. 344.63 Exceptions to motor vehicle liability insurance requirement.
344.26 Suspension after judgment for money damages. 344.64 Fraudulent, false, or invalid proof of insurance.
344.27 Installment payment of judgments; suspension upon default. 344.65 Violations.
344.29 Proof of financial responsibility for the future required. 344.66 Rules.
344.30 Methods of giving proof of financial responsibility 344.67 Notice.
SUBCHAPTERI (c) “Operator” means a person who is in actualanstructive
physicalcontrol of amotor vehicle. It includes a person who has
GENERAL PROVISIONS parkeda motor vehicle. It includes the driver of a vehicle being

pushedor towed and, in case there is no person actually doing the
344.01 Words and phrases defined. (1) Words and driving, the person who is doing the pushing or towing.

phrasesdefined in ss340.01and343.01are used in the same (cm) Notwithstanding s340.01 (42) “owner” means, with
sensein this chapter unless a fiifent definition is specifically respecto a vehicle that is registered, or is required to be +egis

provided. tere_d,by a lessee of the vehicle under 841, the lessee of the
(2) In this chapter the following words and phrases have tMghicle- . . - . _
designatedneanings: (d) “Proof offinancial responsibility” or “proof of financial

(a) “Judgment” means a judgment for damages rendered b gponsibilityfor the future” means proof of ability to respond in
courtof competent jurisdiction of any staseof the United States damagesfor liability on account of accidents occurrisgbse
upona cause of action arising out of the ownership, maintenarfi¢entto the efective date of such proof, arising out of the mainte
or use of any motor vehicle, including damages for care and f§tNceor use of a motor vehicle in the amount of $25,000 because
lossof services because of bodily injury to or death ofengon ©f Podily injury to or death of one person in any one accident and,
anddamages because of injury to or destructibproperty and subjectto thatillnlnt_ for one person, in the amount of $50,000
the consequent loss of use thereof, which judgment has becd?f§ausef bodily injury to or death of 2 or more persons in any
final by expiration without appeal dhe time within which an Oneaccident and in the amount of $10,000 because of injury to or
appealmight have been taken or by finafiahation on appeal. destructiorof property of others in any one accident.
“Judgment’also includes a judgment rendered by a court ofcom (e) “Registration” means, in the case of a person whose vehicle
petentjurisdiction upon a cause of action on an agreement ifregistered under c841, the registration so issued; in the case
settlementfor damages of the type specified in this paragrapbf a person whose vehicle is not so registered, it means the privi
which judgment has become final within the meaning of this-parg&geto register a vehicle MWisconsin and the reciprocal privilege
graph. granteda nonresident to operate ind&bnsin a vehicle not regis

(b) “Motor vehicle” means a self-propelled vehicle and als@redin Wisconsin.
includes trailers and semitrailers designed for use with such (f) “State” means any state, territory or possession of the
vehicles,except that “motor vehicle” does not include farm-+radJnited States, the District of Columbia, or any province of the
tors, well drillers, road machinery or snowmobiles. Dominion of Canada.
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(g9) “Vehicle” means every device in, upon, or by which any (2) Uponreceiving information, other than of a judgment for
personor property is or mape transported or drawn upon a highdamagesn a court of this state, that would be cause for suspension
way, except vehicles used exclusively upon stationary dils of registration or impoundment of the vehicle, the secretary shall
tracksand except electric personal assistive mobility devices. notify the registrant of the intention to suspend swglistration

History: 1971 c. 2771973 c. 901977 c. 2931981 c. 2841985 a. 187Sup. Ct.  or impound the vehicle. The registrant may thereupon petition
Order,146 Ws. 2d xiii (1988);1997 a. 272001 a. 992009 a. 282011 a. 14 any court of record ifthe registrang county for an order enjoining
. . . the secretans contemplated action, whereupon jimige of such
344.02 Hearing on suspension or impoundment. courtshallg)ri\nt an orF()jer restraining the sgcretllah:?/gin the matter
(1) Wheneverthe department under3i4.13givesnotice of the 4| the petition is finally determined by the court. if such petition
amountof security required to be deposited and that an @ieryqorder are served upon the secretaithin 10 days after the
suspension or impoundment will be made if such security is Npkeof the secretarg'notice or in any event before the secretary

notice, or prior to the postponedfeétive dateof suspension if \5uid result in undue hardshi P
h p upon the petitiottehave any
postponemertas been granted undeBg4.14 (1) Upon receipt g chregistration suspended or the vehicle impoundedcaiet
of timely request for hearinghe department shall fix the time anihall issue an order restraining the secretary from suspetiting
placeof the hearing and give notice thereof to such persoady n?]gistrationor impounding the vehicle.
i

ularmail. The scope of the hearing is limited to the matter set for . . . .
in s.344.14 (2) (Kland, subject to 844.14 (2m)to whether or (3) This section does not authorize a court to stay suspension
! or revocation of an operafarlicense.

R%t);[hp‘eefs,ec:ﬁovr\}k:z tfrz]a?lso‘\//vvri]t?\roa{ tg;g;?]tggl\é e?i:&t;g It?%%l;)r:eierdét i History: 1977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (c) 1977 c. 2731981 c. 3631991 a. 2691997
time and place specified in the notice sHalffeit the right to a
hearing. 344.05 Courts to report nonpayment of certain judg -

(2) No law enforcement €iter or other witness called llge  ments. (1) If a judgment of $500 or more for damages arising
person who has requested a hearing to testify on his or her bebtiatiof a motor vehicle accident is not satisfied within 30 days after
may bepaid a witness fee by the department. No law enforcemésthaving become final by expiration without appeal of the time
officer called as a witness for tdepartmeninay be paid any wit within which an appeal might have been taken or by fitfiatred-
nessfee. tion on appeal, the clerk of the court in which the judgment was

(3) Upon Comp|etion of the hearing, the department shd]ﬁnderedor the judge if the COUrt_ has no Clerk, Sh.a” Immedlately
makefindings of fact, conclusions of laand a decision, and shallforward to the secretary a certified copy of the judgment upon
eitherproceed to order suspension of the pessoperatingrivi- ~ requesbf the judgment creditor or the attorneyre€ord for the
lege, or registrations, or both, and may also orderitgound ~ judgment creditor

mentof the persors motor vehicle, in accordance witl344.14 (2) If the defendant named in any certified copy of a judgment
or upon good cause appearitigerefor shall terminate the pro reported to the secretary is a nonresident, the secretary shall trans
ceedings. mit a certified copy of the judgment to thdicil in chage of the

(4) Thetime during which enforcement of an order of suspe#ssuanceof licenses and registration certificatestioé state of
sion or impoundment isstayed pending completion of courtwhichthe defendant is a resident.
review thereof shall not biacluded as part of the one-year periog FE87V, 1977 £ 251654 (7) (/1981 . 20Sup. Ct. Orderl46 Ws. 2d xi
fixed by 5.344.18 (1) (dYor suspension or theeriod fixed under ’ o
$.344.185 (2) (apr (b) for impoundment. 344.07 Responsibility law not to prevent other pro -

History: 1971 ¢.253 1977 c. 2%s.1462 1654 (7) (a)(c); 1977 c. 4181979 c. L . :
258 1981 c. 347%.80 (2} 1981 ¢. 36339L 1991 a. 2691993 a16 1997 a. 2784, €€SS. Nothing in this chapter shdie construed as preventing the

The hearing procedures under this section satisfy due process. A penimmal  plaintiff in any action at law from relying for relief upon the other
propertyinterest is balanced by the statigiterest in the procedures, which carry Iittleprocessegrovided by law
risk of an erroneous deprivation of propertgopf v. State,158 Ws. 2d 208461
N.W.2d 813(Ct. App. 1990). ) ) )
344.08 Suspension for failure to report accident.

344.03 Judicial review. (1) Any person aggrieved by a final (1) Thesecretary may suspend the operafinigilege or registra
decisionof the department under this chapter matyany time tion of any personvho fails to report an accident as required by

prior to 30 days after the entry of an order of suspension, revoge346.700r to give correctly the information requested by the sec
tion or impoundment, seek judicial review under 287, retaryin connection with such report unless, in the judgment of the

(2) If any person aggrieved by a decision of the departmdfcretaryihere was excusable cause for such failure or utiless
under this chapter faildo seek judicial review under ca27 accidentdid not result in injury or damage to the person or prop
within the time allowed in sulf1), the circuit court mayuponthe €7t Of anyone other than the person so required to report.
persons petition and notice to the department, and upon the termg2) Any operating privilege suspended or revoked under this
andwithin a time as the court deems reasonable, but not later t§&§tion.or suspended or revoked under any other section fer fail
one year after the act complained ofiothe case of aimpound  Ure to report an accident, shall be reinstated in accordance with s.
ment, after the vehicle has been ordered sold undénsigs (2) 344.09at the end of one year following thdegftive date othe
allow a review with the samefett as though done within the timeSUSpensiomr revocation order iuring such one-year period, no
prescribedn sub(1). This subsection does raithorize the court noticeof action has been filed with the department in the manner
to stay suspension or revocation of an opetsitizense. specifiedin s.344.18 (1) (d)

History: 1977 c. 2%s.1463 1654 (7) (c)1977 c. 187418 1981c. 347s.80 (2) History: 1977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (a)(c); 1979 c. 2581991 a. 2691997 a. 84
1981c. 363 391; 1993 a. 16

344.09 Reinstatement of operating privilege and reg -
344.04 Power of court to stay suspension of registra - istration. (1) Whenever the secretaiysatisfied that the reason
tion orimpoundment of vehicles. (1) Notwithstandingany for suspending or revoking an operating privilegeer this chap
otherprovisionof this chapterthe secretary shall not suspend theer has been removed, including satisfaction of any of the require
registrationof a vehicle when ordered not do so by the court mentsof s.344.18 the secretarghall order reinstatement of the
wherein the judgment for damagegas had qrin a case not operatingprivilege. The department shall give notifehe rein
involving a judgment, when ordered not to do so by a court undgatemento the person whose operating privilege was suspended
petition of the registrant in accordance with s(&). or revoked in the manner it deemyspropriate. The order reinstat
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ing a suspended operating privilege has the safeet @6 an auto sionthat it will take efect on the date specified in this subsection
matic reinstatement under 343.39 unlesssecurity is deposited prior to that date.

(2) Wheneveran operating privilege suspended or revoked gizilstory: 1971 c. 2531977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (c) 1977 c. 2731991 a. 2691997
underthis chapter 1S relnstated, any reg's"at_'on th_at was susl’he90—day time limitunder sub. (3) is directgrgot mandatoryWarner v DOT,
pendedor revoked along with the operating privilegedsstated 102Wis. 2d 232306 N.w2d 266(Ct. App. 1981).
andthe department shall return any surrendered and unexpired
registrationplate in its possession. 344.14 Suspension for failure to deposit security;

(3) Nothingin thissection exempts a person from the applicdmpoundment  of vehicle; exceptions. (1) If a person who
ble reinstatement fees unded.1.360r 343.210r from comply ~ Wasgiven notice undes.344.13 (3)fails to deposit security in the

ing with applicable provisions of 843.38 amountand by the time specified in the notice, the secretary shall
History: 1977 c. 281654 (7) (a)(c); 1977 c. 2731985 a. 291991 a. 2691997 iImMmediatelysuspend the pers@operating privilege if the per
a.84. sonwas theoperator of a motor vehicle involved in the accident

andall the persors registrations if the person was thener of a
motor vehicle involved in the accident unless the pefaamishes

SUBCHAPTERII proof satisfactory to the secretary that fherson comes within
oneof the exceptions set forth in syB). If the owner andpera
SECURITY EOR RST ACCIDENTS tor are separate persons, only one of them need deposit security

or the 2 persons may cooperate in depositegurity Upon
requestof the owner or operator in question, the secretary may

344.12  Applicability of provisions relating to  deposit  ,qinonghe efective date of a suspension under this section not
of security for past accidents.  Subject to the exceptions eon fo exceed 20 days.

tained in s344.14 the provisions of this chapter requiring deposit (1g) The secretary shall refuse registration of any vehicle

of security and requiring suspension for failure to deposit securit ; .
applyto the operator and owner e¥ery motor vehicle which is éi’/gekgggngerr)irj&q)wmse registration has been suspended or

in any manner involved in an accident in this state which has . .
resultedin bodily injury to or death of any person or damage to (1M) In addition to the suspensions under ga}.the secre

propertyof any other person of $1,000 or more. tary may order the impoundment of any motor vehicle which is:
History: 1981 c. 201991 a. 2691995 a. 13; 1997 a. 84 (a) Registered in the name of the owner of the motor vehicle
Wisconsins safety responsibility lawFitzGerald. WBB Feb. 1984. involved in the accident.

. . (b) Registered in the name of tbperator of the motor vehicle
344.13 Secretary to determine amount of security  involvedin the accident.

required following accident and to give notice thereof. ; .
(1) The secretary after receipt af report of an accident of the (2) Sul:;]sectlonsgl)fand(lm) dor?olt a.pplyl' di ident if
type specified in $344.12shall determine, with respect to such, (@) To the owner of a motor vehicle involved in an accident i
accidentthe amount of security which is §afent in the secre 1€ OWner had ireffect at the time of the accident a policy or bond
tary’s judgment to satisfy any judgment for damages resultiwtn rﬁspect to such mOtf;XEhl'geh'Ch policy or bond complies
from such accident which may be recoveagginst either opera th the requirements o o L
tor or owner of the vehicles involved in such accident. Such-deter (P) To the operator who is not the owner of the vehicle involved
minationshall be based upon the total property damagdersaf N the accident if either the owner hadeifect a policy or bond
by other persons whose property was involved in the accident, fBPlYingto the operatds operation of the motor vehicle at the
including the vehicle a person was operating when such operalii€ of the accident or there was ireef atthe time of the accident
waswith the owne's permission, and on the extent of person&Policy or bond with respect to the oper&taperation of motor
injuries, including deaths, involving other parties to the acciderfehiclesnot owned by the operajarhich policy or bond meets
The determination as to the amount of security required sball 1€ réquirements of 844.15 o
be made with respect to operatorsomrners who are exempt from () To the operator or owner whose liabilfor damages restilt
the requirements of security and suspension unde4414 (2) ing from the accident is, in the judgmentté secretarycovered

(2) The secretary shall determine the amountseturity by any other form of liability insurance policy or bond meeting the

requiredto be deposited by each persontlo® basis of the acci requirementof s.344.15 o .
dentreports or other information submitted. In addition to the (d) Toany person qualifying as a self-insurer undédd. 16
accidentreports required by lavthe secretary may request fronP! to any person operating a vehicle for such self-insurer
any of the persons, including passengers and pedestrians(e) To the operator or owner of a vehicle involved in an-acci
involved in such accident such further information, sworn statgdent wherein no injury was caused to the person of anyone other
mentsor other evidence relating to property damage, persofig@gnsuch operator or owner amcherein damage to property of
injury or death in motor vehicle accidents as deemed necessargtgone person other than such operator or owner did not equal or
aid in determining the amount bedeposited as security under sexceed$1,000.
344.14 Failure of a person to comply with such request is grounds(f) To the operator or owner of a vehicle legally parketthat
for suspending such perserdperating privilege but no suspentime of the accident, provided that the operators of the other
sion shall be made on sughounds until one follow-up requestvehiclesinvolved admit that suctehicle was legally parked or
hasbeen made and at le2& days have elapsed since the mailingtherproof establishing such fact to the secretasgtisfaction is
of the first request. filed.

(3) Thesecretary within 90 days after receipt of a report of an (g) To the owner of a vehicle if, at the time of the accident, the
accidentof the type specified in 844.12and upon determining vehicle was being operated without the owsepermission,
the amount of security to be required of any person involved éxpressorimplied, or was parked by a person who had been oper
such accident or to be required of the owner of any vehiciingsuch vehicle without such permission.
involved in such accident, shall give at least 10 days’ written (h) To any persomvho would otherwise have to deposit secu
noticeto every such person of the amount of security requiredrity if, prior to the date the secretary would otherwise suspend the
be deposited by the person. The notice also shall state that an quéeson’soperating privilege and registrations under gab.or
of suspension will be made as provided i8481.14 unless within order the impoundment of the motor vehicle under gdim),
suchtime security is deposited as requitegdthe notice. The thereis filed with the secretary evidence satisfactory tosthe
orderof suspension may be made a pathefnotice, with a provi retarythat the person has been released from liability or has been
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finally adjudicated not to be liable or has execatedly acknowl mailedthem by registered mail to the defendants named therein.
edgedwritten agreement providing fohe payment of an agreedThe service fee shall be $4 for each defendant so served.

amountin installments with respect to all claims for injuries or (4) After receipt of the report of an accident of the type speci
damageesulting from the accident. The secretary may a@&epfieq in s.344.12 the secretary may forward to the insuremed
release from liability executed by a parent as natural guardiany¥rein,that portion of theeport or other notice which pertains to
by a guardian ad litem on behalf of a miwbild with respect 10 5 3tomobile liability policy or bond. Treecretary shall assume
property damage or personal injuries sustained by the minor {natan automobile liability policy or bond as described in this sec

(i) To the owner of a vehicle insured as required 1$.53  tion was in efiect and applied to both the owreetd operator with
194.410r 194.420r to the operator of sualehicle if operating respectto the accident unleshe insurer notifies the secretary
with the ownets permission at the time of the accident. otherwisewithin 30 days from the mailing to tfiesurer of that

(i) To the owner of a vehicle involved in an accident if at theortion of the report or other notice pertaining to the automobile
time of the accident such vehicle was owned by or leased to {faility policy or bond. Upon receipt of notice from the insurer
United States, this state or any county or municipality of this statBatan automobile liability policy or bond was irfet as to the
or to the operator ofuch vehicle if operating such vehicle withowneronly, theoperator only or was not infett as to either of
permission. them, the secretary shall within the remainder of @te-day

(k) To the operator or the owner of a vehicle involved in gmeriodspecified in s344.13 (3)require the owner or operator or
accident when it appears to teatisfaction of the secretary thatooth, whichever is applicable, to deposit security pursuatitiso
theredoes not exist a reasonable possibility pfdgment in the chapter. As respects permission to operate the vehiclénteer
amountclaimed or ina lesser amount being rendered against sugtay correct the report or other notice only if it files with the secre
operatoras a result of the accident. tary within the 30—day period specified in this subsection fin af

(L) To the operator or owner involved in an accident ithat davit signed by the owner stating that the operator did not have the
time of the accident, the operator was complying witB4sl.62 owner’s permission to operate the vehicle. Where the insurer
(1) or s.344.63 (1)applies. failure to notify the secretary within 30 dagka correction in that

(2m) A motor vehicle may not be impounded under glin)  portion of the report or other notice pertainitan automobile
if the vehicle is registered, or is requitedbe registered, in the liability policy or bond is caused by fraud, the insurer shall notify
nameof the lessee of the vehicle. the secretary of the correction within 30 days of the time the fraud

(4) (a) Before the impoundment of a motor vehicle urslgy. is discovered.
(1m), the department shall conduct a reasonable search for thg€5) Nothingin this chapter shall be construed to impose any
ownerof the motor vehicle and any holder of a security interestbligationnot otherwise assumed by the insurer in its automobile
mortgageor other interest and notify the person so identifieti@f liability policy or bond except that if no correction is made in the
action. report or other notice within 30 days after it is mailed to the

(b) Any person notifiedunder par(a) before the vehicle is insurer,the insurerexcept in case of fraud, whenever such fraud
impoundedshall be given not less than 10 days to furnisfi-sufmay occuris estopped from using as a defense to its liability the
cient proof to the secretary that one of the exceptions in(2b. insured'sfailure to givepermission to the operator or a violation
applies. of the purposes of use specified in the automobile liability policy

History: 1971 c. 781971 c. 164.83, 1971 c. 2531975 c. 55199, 297, 1977  or bond or the use of the vehicle beyond agreed geograpiieal
¢.29s.1654 (7) (a)(c); 1977 c. 2731981 c. 20363 1983 a. 2171989 a. 1051991

a.269 316, 1995 a. 13,1997 a. 2784; 2009 a. 28242 Its'.
History: 1975 c. 551977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (c)1977 c. 60293 418 1979 c. 102
. . 1981c. 284 1985 a. 292009 a. 28244, 2011 a. 14
344.15 Requirements as to p0|ICy or bond. (1) No The failure to make a correction within the 30—-day period under sub. (5) only

policy or bond is dective under s344.14unless issued b§in  estopsan insurer from asserting one of the defenses listed in that subsection. Holm
insurerauthorized to do an automobile liability or surety busineggnv. Strebig,54 Wis. 2d 590196 N.W2d 655(1972). .
in this state, except qm;ovided in sub(2), or unless the policy or The30-day notice requirement in subs. (4) and{®andatory Substantial com

; . ; ; ; Ny oA pliancewas inapplicable. Midwest Mutual Insurance Cd\icolazzi, 138 Ws. 2d
bondis subject, if the accident has resulted in bodily injoiry 192, 405 N.W2d 732(Ct. App. 1987).

death,to a limit of not less than $251000_ because of badjyry Whenthe insured is also thaperatorsubs. (4) and (5) do not operate to estop an
to or death of on@erson in any one accident and, subject to thiasurerfrom raising a “permission” defense. NelsoZeimetz,150 Ws. 2d 785442
limit for one person, ta limit of not less than $50,000 because df-W.2d530(Ct. App. 1989). ) o
bodily injury to or death of 2 or more personsa'my one accident . Coverage of automobile liability insurance is not mandatoryiscvisin, and

: ; L X liability policy issued in Oregon with limits of $10,000 per person is not in conflict
and,if the accident has resulted in injury to or destruction of-progi this statute. SchancheBstate of Alvarez368 F Supp. 543

erty, to a limit of not less than $10,000 because of injury to or
destructionof property of others in any one accident. 344.16 Requirements as to self-insurers. (1) Any per

(2) A policy or bond with respect to a vehicle which was ngjonin whose name more than 25 motahicles are registered
registeredn this state or was registered elsewhere at thedfmemay qualify as a self-insurer by obtaining a certificate of self—
theeffective date of the policy or bond or thst recent renewal insurancdssued by the secretary as provided in §2ip.
thereofmay be dective under s344.14even though not issued (2) Thesecretary maypon the application of such a person,

by an insurer authorized to do an automobile liability or surefyg o5 certificate of self-insurance when satisfied that such per
businessn this statef the policy or bond either meets the liabilitys i hossessed and will continue to be possessed of ability to pay
limits specified in suk(1) or meets the liability limits of the equiv iudgmentsobtained against such person

alentlaw of the state in which issued and such limits are, in tllle ’

judgmentof the secretanadequate to cover any damage or injur%/ (3) Upon not lesshan5 days’ notice and a hearing pursuant
involved in the accident in question. 0 such notice, the secretary may upon reasonable grounds cancel

(3) Wheresenvice of process is made on the secratasec. 272228 R IR IS, 8 08 LR B reason
retaryshall forthwith mail by registered mail a copy of the proce | Y qf ) ?I i f ificate of selfi
paperso the insureat the address given. In all cases of such s Hegrqugngﬂor ;:;rl%;a?lon 1%7";‘ Cezgé Icate of seli-insurance.
vice, there shall be served 2 authenticated copies feetiretary 1 °°%: ¢. 2%.1654 (7) () 1977 c. N
o . X e uninsured motorist coverage requirements of s. 632.32 are inapplicable
andsuch additionahumber of authenticated copies as there aggt-insuredentities under s. 344.16. Classified Insurance C&udget Rent—
defendantso served in the actiorOne of the secretag/copies A-Carinc.186 Ws. 2d 476521 N.W2d 478(Ct. App. 1994).

shall be retained for the secretayécord of service and the other No statute requirea self-insured entity under s. 344.16 to provide uninsured
f e : motoristcoverage as part of tloptional insurance it &#rs to its customers. Prophet
copy shall be returned with proper certificate of senatached |, Enterprise Rent—A—Car Comparigc. 2000 W1 App 171238 Ws. 2d 150617

for filing in court as proof of service of the copies by having.w.2d225 99-0776

Wisconsin Statutes Archive.


https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/121.53
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/194.41
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/194.42
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/344.62(1)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/344.62(1)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/344.63(1)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/344.14(1m)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/344.14(1m)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/344.14(4)(a)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/344.14(2)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1971/78
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1971/164
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1971/164,%20s.%2083
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1971/253
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1975/55
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1975/199
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1975/297
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1977/29
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1977/29
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1977/29,%20s.%201654
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1977/273
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1981/20
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1981/363
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1983/217
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1989/105
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1991/269
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1991/269
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1991/316
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1995/113
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1997/27
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1997/84
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/2009/28
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/2009/242
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/344.14
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/344.15(2)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/344.14
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/344.15(1)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/344.12
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/344.13(3)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1975/55
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1977/29
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1977/29,%20s.%201654
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1977/60
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1977/293
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1977/418
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1979/102
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1981/284
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1985/29
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/2009/28
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/2009/244
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/2011/14
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/courts/54%20Wis.%202d%20590
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/courts/196%20N.W.2d%20655
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/courts/138%20Wis.%202d%20192
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/courts/138%20Wis.%202d%20192
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/courts/405%20N.W.2d%20732
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/courts/150%20Wis.%202d%20785
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/courts/442%20N.W.2d%20530
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/courts/442%20N.W.2d%20530
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/courts/368%20F.%20Supp.%20543
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/344.16(2)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1977/29
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1977/29,%20s.%201654
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1977/273
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/courts/186%20Wis.%202d%20476
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/courts/521%20N.W.2d%20478
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/courts/2000%20WI%20App%20171
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/courts/238%20Wis.%202d%20150
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/courts/617%20N.W.2d%20225
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/courts/617%20N.W.2d%20225
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/wicourtofappeals/99-0776

5 Updated 11-12Wis. Stats. Database FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY 344.185

344.17 Requirements as to form and amount of secu- (3) If a person defaults in the payment of any installment
rity. (1) The security required under34.14shall be in such under a duly acknowledged written agreement, the secretary
form and in such amount as teecretarymay require but in no uponnotice of such default givein no event later than 30 days
casein excess of the limits specified in3gl4.15 (1)with reference afterthe time for final installment, shathmediately suspend the
to the acceptable limits of a policy bond. The person depositingregistrationsand operating privilege of the defaulting person. A
securityshall specify in writing the person persons on whose suspensioror revocation of registration under this subsection
behalfthe deposit is made and, at any time whileh deposit is shallremain in eflect until the person pays the fee required under
in the custody of theecretarythe person depositing it mayp  s.341.36 (1m)meets the requirement under.gayor (b) and sat
writing, amend the specification of the persons on whose behaffesthe requirements of sug@m). A suspension or revocation
the deposit is made to include an additional person or persoasan operatingrivilege under this subsection shall remain in
subjectto the limitation that a single deposit of security shall beffectuntil the person pays the fees required 848.21 (1) (jand
applicableonly on behalf opersons required to furnish security(n), complies with the applicable provisions ®£f343.38 and
because of the same accident. meetsany of the following requirements:
(2) Thesecretary may redu¢ke amount of security ordered (a) Such person deposits the security required un®disl4
in any case if, in the secretasyjudgment, from evidence sub  (b) One year has elapsed since tiiectifze date of the suspen
mitted, the amount ordered is excessive or has become excesslgé or revocation order and, durimsyich period, no notice has
by filed release on part of the liability or by adjudication reducingeenfiled with the secretary by any claimant that an actiais
the extent of the liability In case the security originally orderedcommencedy a party in interest. The notice required by this
hadbeen deposited at the time the reduced amount is ordered px@graprshall comply with sub(1) (d).
excess over the reduced amount shall be returned to the deposit@sm) (a) Unless 3 years have elapsed since the date that a
or the personal representative forthwith, notwithstanding gquirementunder sub(3) (a)or (b) has been met or unletie
3‘}:}85)% L6736, 1695.20, Sup, . OrceS7 W, 20 585, 776 (19753875 ¢ personis a nonresident, the person whose operating privilege or
; : 25 Sup. S : ' ~1oC. registrationwas suspended or revoked under §8pshall file
218 270,421, 422 1977 ¢. 2%.1854 (7) () 1977 c. 43273 with the department and maintain irfeet proof of financial
344.18 Duration of suspension for failure to deposit responsibilityin the amount, form, and manrgpecified in this
security. (1) Any registration suspended or revoked under Shapter. - _ _ N _
344.14 shall remain suspended or revoked and shall not be(b) This subsection applies as a condition precedent te rein
renewedor reinstated until the person pays the fee required ungéitement of an operating privilege or registration suspended or
s.341.36 (1m) meets one of the requirements under gajso revokedunder sub(3).
(d) and satisfies the requirements of s(ibm). Any operating (3r) The secretary shall refuse registration of any vehicle
privilege suspended aevoked under €44.14shall remain sus ownedby a person whose registration has been suspended or
pendedor revoked and shall not be reinstated until the person paggokedunder sub(3).
thefees required under343.21 (1) (jand(n), complies withthe  (4) Thesecretary shall not suspend, as required by(8)ikf
applicableprovisions of s343.38and meets any of the following the defaulting person has magayments to the extent specified
requirements: in s.344.15 (1)with reference to the acceptable limits of a policy
(a) The person whose operating privilege or registration wagbond.

suspendedr revoked deposits the security required under s History: Sup. Ct. Ordei67 Ws. 2d 585, 766 (1975),975 c. 55199, 1977 c. 29
P P y Teq s.1654 (7) (c)1977 c. 2731979 c. 32258 1981 c. 201985 a. 202s.29, 37; 1987

344.14 2.3, 1991 a. 269315 1997 a. 842007 a. 202000 a. 242245

(b) There is filed with the secretary evidence satisfactory to the ) ) )
secretanythat the person whose operating privilege or registrati@44.185 Duration of impoundment of motor vehicle;
wassuspended or revoked has been releasedlfabitity or has  disposition. (1) Any motor vehicle impounded under3gi4.14
beenfinally adjudicated not to be liable. The secretary may accéptn) may not be returned to the owner unless:
arelease executed by a parent on behalf of a minor child only aga) An owner or holder of a security interest, mortgage or other
provided under $344.14 (2) (h) interestwho is first notified after the vehicle is impounded-fur

(c) There is filed with the secretary evidence satisfactoityeto Nishessatisfactory proof to the secretary that one of the exceptions
secretanthat the person whose operating privilege or registratiéh s- 344.14 (2)appliesand pays the expenses incurred by the
was suspended or revoked has execudeduly acknowledged departmentn impounding the vehicle; or
written agreement in accordance witt844.14 (2) (hjand subject (b) Theownerdeposits the security required unded44.13
to sub.(3). (3) and pays the expenses incurbgdhe department in impound

(d) One year has elapsed since thiectifze date of the suspen ing the vehicle.
sion or revocation order and, durirsgich period, no notice has (2) (a) Any impounded vehicle which is not returned to the
beenfiled with the secretary by any claimant that an actims owner within 30 days after impoundment shall §eld by the
commencedy aparty in interest. If the action was commencedepartment.
in a court of record, the notice required this paragraph shall  (b) If the owner is making a good faith attempt to redeem the
includea certified copy of the summons and complaint or countefehicle under sul{1), the department may grant an extension of
claim or cross—complaint and proof service filed therein. In all up to 30 additional days before selling the vehicle.
casewf service under £45.09 an additional notice argervice (c) The department, upon requesy permit the person who,
mustbe made under this chapter to avail oneself optheisions  accordingto the departmerst'records, holds a security interest in
of this chapter the vehicle to accept and maintain custody of the vehicle after
(Im) (a) Unless 3 years have elapsed since the date tham@oundmenbr to sell the vehicle in a commerciatigasonable
requirement under sulfl) (a) (b), (c), or (d) hasbeen met or mannerat a public or private sale. The proceeds of theusaler
unless the person is a nonresident, the person wipEsating this paragraph shall be transmitted to the department for distribu
privilege or registration was suspended or revoleeder s344.14  tion under par(e).

shall file with thedepartmenand maintain in ééct proof of finam  (d) If the vehicle is sold, any person who is the holder of a secu
cial responsibility in the amount, form, aneanner specified in rity interest which is perfected undeBg2.19shall be notified of
this chapter the sale and any persaio holds a security interest, mortgage or

(b) This subsection applies as a condition precedent te reatherinterest in the vehicle arvdho acquired the security interest,
statement of an operating privilege or registration suspendedt@ mortgage or other interéstgood faith may file a claim within
revokedunder s344.14 30 days after the sale with the department.
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(e) 1. The money from the sale of a vehicle shall be fisstd secretaryto suspend a nonresidentperating privilege or regis
for payment of all proper expenses of impounding, preparing firation had the accident occurred in this stéte, secretary shall
the sale andselling the vehicle, including expenses for seizurguspend the operating privilege of such resident if he or she was
maintenancef custody ancdvertising. Any remaining money the operator and all of his or her registrationkéfor she was the
may be paid to a claimant under pét) in the priority provided ownerof a motor vehicle involved in such accident. Hepart
unders.342.19 mentmay accept a certification which istime form of a combined

2. All other proceedsf the sale remaining after the paymentsoticeof required security and suspension artiat shall not sus
undersubd.1. shall be retainebly the secretary of transportationpend a residers’operating privilege or registration on the basis of
andapplied as security for payment of judgmentsasgignments suchorder until at least 30 days have elapsed since the time for
asprovided under s344.20 (2) Any amounts noused to pay depositingsecurity in the other state expired. A suspension or
judgmentsor assignments shall be transmitted to the secretaryrefocationof operating privilege under this section shall continue
administrationfor deposit in the school fund. until such residenturnishes evidence of his or her compliance

(3) Notwithstanding subch/I of ch. 409and ch425: with the law of the other state relating to the deposit of security

() A creditor with a security interest in a vehicle which i®aysthe fees required under3l3.21 (1) (jand(n) and complies
orderedsold under this section may accelerate the maturity of tAéh the applicable provisions of343.38 A suspension or revo
securedndebtedness, is not required to give notitdefault and cationof registration under this section shall continue wtdh
right to cure, may accept custody of the vehicle and may condi@gidentfurnishes ewdepce of his or her. compllang:e with the law
the sale of the vehicle gwovided under sul§2) (c)without send  Of the other state relating to the deposit of secupitys the fee
ing notification of the sale tthe debtor and may receive proceedgequiredunder s341.36 (1mjand satisfies the requirements of
from the sale as provided under s(®). (e) sub.(3m).

(b) The owner of a vehicle whichdsdered sold under this sec ~ (3g) The secretary shall refuse registration of any vehicle
tion is deemed in default under the instrument securing the/nedby a person whose registration has been suspended or
indebtednesbut has no right to cure the default or redeem thievokedunder sub(3).
vehicleonce thesale has been ordered, may not receive any pro (3m) (a) Unless 3 years have elapsed since compliance of the
ceedsfrom the sale and remains liable to a secured party for a@gidentwith the law of the other state relatingth® deposit of
deflClenCyWh|Ch remains unsatisfied after the distribution Und@'ecurity, the resident whose Operating privilege or registration
sub.(2) (e) wassuspended or revoked unaeb.(3) shall file with the depart

(4) Whena vehicle is sold by or at the direction of the deparinentand maintain in éct proof of financial responsibility in the
ment under this sectiorthe sale transfers to the purchaser faimount,form and manner specified in this chapter
valueall of the ownels rights therein, and disclggs all security (b) This subsection applies as a condition precedent to rein

interests’n the vehicle.The purchasgr takes free of aII.such rightSiatement of an operating privilege or registration suspended or
andinterests even though the sale is not conducted in a CGm”EE(/okedunder sub(3).

cially reasonable manner or the department fails to give the-noti History: 1977 c. 2%5.1464 1654 (7) () (c): 1991 a. 269316 1997 a. 842007
cationsrequired under 844.14 (4) (a) a. 20,
(@) Inthe case of the public salettie purchaser has no knewl _ N )
edgeof such defects in the sale and does not buy in collusion w#4.20 Custody, disposition and return of security .
the department, other bidders or the person conducting the sélg; Securityshallbe deposited with the secretary in compliance

or with this chapter
(b) In any other case, if the purchaser acts in good faith. (2) Thesecretary shall apply the security only to the payment
History: 1981 c. 3632001 a. 102003 a. 33 of judgments and assignments and only as provided in this subsec
tion:
344.19 Applicability to nonresidents, unlicensed  driv - (a) The security may be appli¢d the payment of judgments

ers, unregllst?freﬂ motor vehicles ﬁnd acadenis In otherh_ Jor damages arising out of the accident in question rendered
states. (1) If the operator or the owner of a motor vehiclg yaingteither operator or owner for tiiamages resulting from
involvedin an accident within this state has no license or reg'Sttﬁ?chaccident in an action at lavAny party to such action favor

tion, whether because the operatoroamer is a nonresident Of of whom a judgment was rendered may move to have the court

22‘3?;;?25 g&giﬁtgiicogng‘évgfiésigf;ﬁgmnv‘iﬂg ngtefatil]%deog rderthe secretary to transmit to the court for application to the
9 9 ' P ymentof the judgment the money or securities available for

tor or owner shall not be allowedieense or registration until the uch purpose. and the court may so ordEne secretary shall
operatoror ownerhas complied with the requirements of thi purpose, y iy St
ransmitto the clerk of the court the money or securitiethm

chapterto the same extent as would necessary if, at the time of ount authorized by pac) or in the amount specified in the

the accident, the operator or owner had held a license and registfg . . .
tion in this s’tate P 9 courtorder if less than the amount so authorized. Securities trans

2) If th rating orivil  reqistration of a nonresid mitted shall be valued at the same amount as wduaived by the
2 € Operating privilege or registration of a nonresi e'atepartmentAny excess shall be returned by the court to the secre

is suspended under344.14 the secretary shall transmit a certi : i ;
fied copy of the record of such action to the administratahef i:?\rg;;[toerbe helcby the secretary subject to the provisions of this

division of motor vehicles or equivalentfimial of the statein ) o . )
which that persomesides if the law of the state in which thatper (b) Subject to the restrictions imposed by. @ the security
son resides provides for similaction by the administrator or May be applied to the payment of a duly acknowledged assign
equivalentofficial of that state in the event that a resident of thigent by the person who mattee deposit, provided the assign
statehas a nonresidestbperating privilege or registration in thathentis accompanied by releases signed by all parties in interest
statesuspended or revoked for failure to comply with ¢héety and releasing the assignor from all liability to such parbes
responsibilitylaw of that state. accountof damages arising out of the accident in question.

(3) Uponreceipt of such certificatioftom another state to the () No amount in excess the portion designated by the secre
effectthat the operating privilege or registration of a resident t#ry as having been deposited on account of damagesesiiby
this state hakeen suspended or revoked in such other state underassignee or judgment creditor or person representing efther
a law providing for its suspensioor revocation for failure to them shall be paid out on behalf of such person unless the-deposi
depositsecurity for paymemnf judgments arising out of a motortor has been released from liability by all other parties in interest.
vehicle accident, under circumstances whigbuld require the In the latter event, the deposit may be applied to the payment of
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thejudgmentor assignment in question without regard to the des (1) If the judgment arose out of an accident caused by the own
ignations. ershipor operation, withpermission, of a vehicle owned by or
(3) (a) The deposit of security or any balance thereof shall asedo the United States, this state or any county or municipality
returnedto the depositor or the persomapresentative under theOf this state or a vehicle subject to the requirementsi&1s53
conditionsprovided in par(b) or (c). 194_.410r 194.42 the. secretary shall not suspend sophbrating
(b) The deposit or any balance thereof shall be returned wijyilege or registration.
evidencesatisfactory to the secretary has been filed that otieof ~ (2) If the judgment creditor consents in writing in such form
contingencies specified in344.18 (1) (b)(c) or(d) or(3) (b)has asthe secretary may prescribe that the judgment debtor be allowed
occurred. to retain orreinstate the operating privilege and registrations, the
(c) If the provisions of $344.18 (1) (b)(c) or (d) or (3) (b)are Samemaybe allowed by the secretary for 6 months from the date
not applicablethe deposit or any balance thereof shall be return@fiSuchconsent and thereafter until such consent is revoked in
when one year has elapsed from the date the deposit was madévaiiag, notwithstanding default in the paymaaitsuch judgment
during that period no notice has been filed with the secretary BOf any installments thereof as prescribesl. B44.27 provided
any claimant that an action was commenbgad party in interest. thejudgment debt_or f.Urnlshes proof of flnanIal responSIblllt_y for
If the actionwas commenced in a court of record, the notidgefuture and maintains such proof at all times when such license
requiredby this paragrapishall include a certified copy of the and registrations are infe€t during a period of 3 years following
summonsand complaint or counterclaim or cross complaint arffe date on which the agreement is filed with the secretary
proof of service filed therein. In all cases of service under s. (3) Thesecretary shall not suspend such operating privilege or
345.09 an additional noticand service must be made under thigegistrationsif the judgment debtor obtains a court order for
chapterto avail oneself of the provisions of this chapter installmentpayments and furnishes pragffinancial responsibil
(4) Securitydeposited undehis section shall be paid into theity as provided in s344.27
transportatiorfund andinvested in accordance with25.17 (1) (5) Whenthe secretaryeceives certification of the entry of a
). damaggqudgment in accordance wigh344.05against a resident
History: 1973 c. 121975 c. 270421,1977 c. 2%s.1464m 1654 (7) (8)(c);1977  of this statevhich has been entered by an Indian tribal court in this
€-273 1979 c. 2581991 a. 187269 stateor by a court in another jurisdiction, the secretary shall give
noticeto the person of the receipt of thertification of judgment.
%f satisfaction of such judgment is not made and copy of such satis

Sctionfiled with the secretary within 30 days from the date such

which such action is based rive security filed as provided in thisnOtice was given, theecretaryshall suspend the operating privi

chaptershall be referred to in anyay or be any evidence of the!€9€@nd registrations of such judgment debtor
negligence or due care of either party at the trial of any action at(6) Notwithstandingsub.(5), subs(2) and(3) applyto a dam
law to recover damages, but this shall not be construed to excl@gejudgmentin accordance with 844.05against a resident of
anotice of insurance filed pursuant t844.14or 344.15 (4)or  this state which has been entered byradian tribal court in this
both, from beingadmissible in evidence where it would otherwisgtate.
be material and admissible under the rules of evidence. (7) At the time of the motor vehickccident giving rise to the

History: 1977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (€) 1985 a. 29 judgment,the person was complying with 344.62 (1) or s.

] ] 344.63(1) applies.

344.22 Short title. Section344.12to344.22and the general  History: 1977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (c) 1977 c. 2731981 c. 201989 a. 1051991
provisionsapplicable thereto may be cited as the safetponsi  a.39 1997 a. 841999 a. 802009 a. 28
bility law.

344.21 Matters not to be evidence in civil suits. Neither
thereport required following an accident, the action taken by t
departmentpursuant to this chaptethe findings, if anyupon

344.26 Suspension after judgment for money dam -
ages. (1) (a) Subject to the exceptiortated in s344.25 (2)
SUBCHAPTER IlI and344.27(2), any operating privilege or registration suspended
or revoked under 844.25shall remain suspended or revoked for
PROOF OF FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY 5 years from the date of entry of judgment or until jtirigment
is stayed, satisfiedyr dischaged, whichever is earlieand, unless
FOR THE FUTURE 3 years have elapsed since the date on which the judgmasnt
stayed satisfied, or dischged or 8 years have elapsed since the
344.24 Applicability of sections relating to proof of dateof entry of judgment, whichever is earlier unless the per
financial responsibility for the future. Sections344.29t0  sonis a nonresident, until the person whose operating privilege
344.41are applicable iall cases in which a person is required tand registration was suspended or revoked furnishes and main
depositproof of financial responsibility for the future, includingtainsin effect proof of financial responsibility for the future.
thosecases in whicla person is required to deposit proof of finan (1)) |f suspension of any operating privilege or registration
cial responsibility for the future under Skl4.25t0344.27 those  nders. 344.25was terminated before 5 years from the date of
casesn which the deposit of proof dihancial responsibility for entry of judgment because an exception undeg4s.25 (2)or
thefuture is a condition precedent to reinstatement of an operat)n >7(2) applied and the judgment deboperating privilege
privilege or registration suspendent revoked under 844.14 o registration is subsequently suspended und@4425 (2)or

344.18(3) or 344.19 (3)and those cases in which the deposit 0j44 57(3), the operating privilege or registration shall remain sus
proof of financial responsibility for the future is a condition PFeC&endedor all of the following periods:

dentto issuance of an operateidicense under 843.38 (4)or
reinstatementf an operating privilege revoked under 843
History: 1989 a. 721991 a. 2691997 a. 84

1. Five years from the date of suspension unde44.25 (2)
or 344.27 (3)or until the judgment is stayed, satisfied, or dis
charged,whichever is earlier A suspensiorperiod that com
344.25 Suspension for nonpayment of judgment; mencesn the date of suspension unded4st.25 (2)or344.27 (3)
exceptions. Upon the receipt, under 344.05 of a certified Underthis subdivision shall be reduced by the amount of time that
copy of a judgment for damages of $500 or more arising oat ofhejudgment debtds operating privilege or registration wass
motor vehicle accident, the secretary shall immediately suspep@ndedunders. 344.25before one of the exceptions under s.
the operating privilege and all registrations of the pemgainst 344.25(2) or 344.27 (2)was satisfied.
whom such judgment was rendered, subjectthe following 2. Three years from the date on which the period under subd.
exceptions: 1. expires. The suspension untlgs subdivision does not apply
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to a person who is a nonresident or who furnishes and maintdination to the secretary by another means approved bsettre
in effect proof of financial responsibility for the future. tary. Such certification shall give thefettive date of such motor

(3) Judgmentsn excess of the amounts specified iB44.01  vehicleliability policy, which date shall be the same as tfiecef
(2) (d) shall, for the purpose of this section giig deemed satis tive date of the certification and shall certify coverage for any
fied when payments in the amounts so specified have been cigator vehicle operated by the named insuifeitie certification
ited thereon. Payments made in settlement of any claims becaggequired to be furnished by a vehicle operator or coverage for
of bodily injury, death or property damage arising from a mot@ny motor vehicle owned by theamed insured if the certification
vehicle accident shall be credited reduction of the respective is required to be furnished by a vehicle owner
amountsso specified. History: 1973 c. 991977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (c)1979 c. 10%.236 (3) 1987 a. 27

History: 1975 c. 2971997 a. 841999 a. 80186 2009 a. 2452011 a. 12. 1999a.80 o o
No policy issued pursuant tihe ch. 344 financial responsibility statutes may

. . excludecoverage for persons related by blood or marriage to the operatoras man
344.27 Installment payment of judgments; suspen .~ datedby s. 632.32 (6) (b) 1Bindrim v Colonial Ins. Co190 Ws. 2d 525527

sion upon default. (1) A judgment debtor upon due notice toN.w.2d 321 (1995). . ‘

the judgment creditor may apply to the court in which gudtr T*I‘l'sﬂfem'%'? ?Oes not mandate '”Sura“%e on the ﬁ?fs)onlt("?‘“.owﬂl‘)w% and

" : : . onall the vehicles such person may own (an oveneolicy). It is incumbent upon

_mentwas rendered for th_e P”V'l,e@f p_aylng suc_h JUdgme_nt !n the person seeking insurance to inform the insurance company of whether he or she
installmentsand thecourt, in its discretion and without prejudicewantsan operatds policy an owneis policy or both. It is not the insursrduty

to any other legal remedies which the judgment creditormasg, abseninstruction from the insured, to issue both types of policies. McKillgaw

may so order and fix the amounts and times of payment of t8™2005 W! App 165285 Ws. 2d 646702 N.W2d 79 04-2489

installments. . o 344.33 “Motor vehicle liability policy” defined.
(2) Thesecretaryshall not suspend the operating privilege of1) Cegrmipication.  In this chapter “motor vehicle  liability

registrationand shall restore any operatipgvilege or registra - njicy» means anotor vehicle policy of liability insurance, certi
tion suspended following nonpayment of a judgment when tﬁ

. ) L Bd as provided in €44.31as proof of financial responsibility for
judgmentdebtor obtains such order permitting the paymettief .thefutu?e, and issued by an ir?suamnhorized to do a?n autom)é)bile

judgmentin installments and, unless 3 years have elapsed since. . : e .
the date on which the order permitting the paynmahe judg ?]%?n”g)éinb?hsénsgﬁgytgftﬁftiﬁStl?rg(rj for the benefit of the person

mentin installments is fileavith the secretary or unless the judg

mentdebtor is a nonresident, furnishes and maintains proof of (2) MOTORVEHICLE LIABILITY PoLicy. A motor vehicle policy
financial responsibility for the future. of liability insurance shall insure the person named thersimy

(3) If the judgment debtor fails to pay any instaliment as speéiny motor vehicle with the express or implied permission of the

fied by such ordetthe secretarypon notice ofuch default, shall %anraornjh?:l |nsrurenan);nmotorhvrtre]h|th;eV0\t/1vinled\All3ityh ttt;]e n)a(m:ed
immediatelysuspend theperating privilege and registrations of '>Uréaand any person using such motor venicie € express
the judgment debtor until such judgment is satistedintil the OF Implied permission of the named insured, against loss from the
applicabletime limit is reached as provided in34.26 liability imposedoy law for damages arising out of the mainte
History: 1977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (c)1997 a. 841999 a. 80186 2009a. 2452011 nanceor use of the motor vehicle within the United States of
a. 112 Americaor the Dominion of Canadaubject to the following lim
its with respect to each such motor vehicle:

344.29 Proof of financial responsibility for the future (a) Twenty—five thousand dollars because of bodily injury to

required. Proof of financial responsibility for the future shall by, qeath of one person in any one accident.
furnishedby any person required to give such proof under ss. b) Subiect to the limit und ; $50.000
344.25t0 344.27 those cases in which the deposit of proof of (b) Subject to the limit under pdg) for one person, $50,
financial responsibility for the future is a condition precedent ecausef bodily injury to or death of 2 or more persons in any
reinstatemenof an operating privilege or registration suspenddy'eaccident. N _

or revoked under 844.14 344.18(3) or 344.19 (3)and in those (c) Ten thousand dollars because of injury to or destruction of
casesn which the deposit of proof dihancial responsibility for Propertyof others in any one accident.

the future is a condition precedent to issuance obperatois (3) REQUIRED STATEMENTS IN PoLICY. Such motor vehicle

licenseunder s343.38 (4)or reinstatement of an operating privi liability policy shall state the namand address of the named

legerevoked under ct843 insured the coveragafforded by the policythe premium chaed
History: 1973 c. 901989 a. 721991 a. 2691997 a. 84 therefor,the policy period and the limits of liabiljtgnd shalton

h  qivi ¢ off il . tain an agreement dre endorsed that insurance is provided there
344.30 Methods of giving proof of financial responsi underin accordance with the coverage defined in this chapter with

bility. Whenever a person is required undeBd.or this chapter i i
to give proof of financial responsibility for the future, such proqfiﬂebjcggttzgd;ﬁ/ tlﬂjeu rgrg\r)gigﬁz;tgfotwsrocﬁgggamage, or both, and

may be given by filing: (4) CERTAIN TYPES OF COVERAGE EXCLUDED. Such motor
(1) Certification of insurance as provided irBg4.31 or vehicle liability policy shall notinsure any liability under any

(2) A bond as provided in 844.36 or N ~ worker’scompensation law as provided in €92 nor any liabil
~ (3) A certificate ofdeposit of money or securities as providefly on account of bodily injury to or death of any employee of the
in's.344.37 or insuredwhile engaged in the employment, other than domeitic,

(4) A certificateof self-insurance as provided in314.16 theinsured, or while engaged in the operation, maintenance or
supplementecby an agreement by theelf-insurer that, with repairof any such motor vehicle or any liability for damage to
respecto accidents occurring while the certificaténgorce, the propertyowned byrented to, in chage of ortransported by the
self-insuremill pay the same amounts that an insurer would hawgsured.
beenobligated to pay under a moteehicle liability policy if it (5) PROVISIONSINCORPORATEDIN POLICY BY LAW. Every motor

hadissued such a policy to such self-insurer vehicleliability policy shall be subject to the following provisions
History: 1973 c. 991981 c. 3991987 a. 271991 a. 3162009 a. 245 which need not be contained therein:

344.31 Certification of insurance as proof.  Proof of (&) The policy may not be canceled or annulled as to such
financial responsibility for the future may be furnishedftipg ~ liability by anyagreement between the insurer and the insured
with the secretary the written certification afly insurer duly after the occurrence of any injurgr damage covered by such
authorizedo do business in this state that there isfiecefs motor Motor vehicle liability policy

vehicleliability policy for thebenefit of the person required to-fur  (b) The satisfaction by the insured of a judgmentsiach

nish proof of financial responsibility or by transmitting such eertiinjury or damage shall not be a condition precedent to the right or
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duty of the insureto make payment on account of such injury or The 10-day notice of cancellation requirement only applied to liability coverage
damage of a policy acquired to satisfy proof of financial responsibiligninsured motorist
ge. ) . . coverage cancellation tookfe€t immediately Nutter v Milwaukee Insurance Co.
(c) The insurer shall have the right to settle any claim coverggy Ws. 2d 449481 N.W2d 701(Ct. App. 1992).
by the policy and if such settlement is made in good faith, the ) .
amountthereof shall be deductible from thimits of liability ~344.35 This chapter not to affect other policies.
specifiedin sub.(2). (1) This chapter does naipply to or dect policies of automobile
(d) The policy the written application therefdf any, and any insuranceagainst liability which may now or hereafter be required
rider or endorsement which does not conflict with pinevisions by any othedaw of this state. If such policies contain an agree

of this chapteconstitutes the entire contract between the partit{ggmor are endorsed to conform to the requirements otltip
. ; er, they may be certified as proof of financial responsibility under
(6) EXCESS OR ADDITIONAL COVERAGE. Any policy which e chapter

grantsthe coverage required for a motahicle liability policy

may also grant any lawful coverage in excess of or in addition
the coverage specified for a motor vehicle liability policy and su
excessor additional coverage is not subject to the provisions
this chapter With respect to a policy which grants such excess
additional coverage the term “motor vehicle liability policy”
appliesonly to that part of the coveragéich is required by this

section. 344.36 Bond as proof. (1) Proof of financial responsibility
(7) REIMBURSEMENT PROVISION PERMITTED. ~Any motor maybe evidenced by the bond of a surety company duly autho
vehicle liability policy may provide that the insured shedim  rizedto transact business within thsitate or a bond with at least
bursethe insurefor any payment the insurer would not have beenindividual sureties each owning real estate within this state and
obligated to make under the terms of the policy except for the ptegethethaving equities equal in value to at least twice the amount
visionsof this section. of the bond, which reatstate shall be scheduled in the bond
(8) PRORATION OF INSURANCE PERMITTED. Any motor vehicle approvedoy a judge of a court sécord. Such bond shall be eon
liability policy may provide for the prorating of the insuranceditionedfor the payment athe amounts specified in344.01 (2)
thereundewith other valid and collectible insurance. (d). The bond shall biled with the secretary and shall not be-can
(9) MuLTIPLE POLICIES. The requirements for a motor vehiclecelableexcept after 10 days’ written notice to the secretary
liability policy may be fulfilledby the policies of one or more  (2) The bond constitutes a lien in favor of the state upon any
insurerswhich policies together meet such requirements. surety'sreal estate which is scheduieche bond and which is not
(10) BinpERs. Any binder issued pending tigsuance of a exemptby law from execution. Such lien idestive as of the time
motor vehicle liability policy shall be deemediidifill the require  Whenthe secretary records the bond in tteefof the register of
mentsfor such a policy deedsof the county wherein such real estate is located, as provided
History: 1973 c. 90243 1975 c. 14%.54 1977 ¢.293 1979 c. 105s.43,236 N S:706.05 (1) Such lien exists in favor of any holder of a final
(3), (4); 1981 c. 2841999 a. 802009 a. 28245; 2011 a. 14 judgmentagainst the person who filed such bond,damages
Althoughhthe trhecord o(\;vnéfnson loaned the é:ar tobanother agains(tj the fsthterresultingfr_om the ownership, maintenance, usejperation of a
Expessistes, he ecord ureperyisin e i, @pspesimed a2 ol motor veficle after such bond was recorded, ncluiagiages
owner. Permissive use is to be viewed the samer sub. (2) or under the omnibusfOr care and for loss of services because of bodily injury to or death
coverageof s. 204.30 (3), 1975 stats. [632.32 (2)]. Groskecks72 Ws. 2d 583  of any person and damages because of injury to or destruction of

241N.W.2d 727(1976). . propertyand the consequent loss of use thereof.
Financial responsibility statutes mandate insurance on the person, not on the

vehiclesthat the person may owrCardinal v Leader National Insurance Ct66 (3 If the judg_m_ent rendered aga_linst the principz_il on the_bond
W?hze?e%]ﬁréﬁ)eElt'a\;\fl%r?islga?:gg% do not apply to all automobile insurance policieIs not satisfied within 60 days atfter it has become final, the-judg
issuedin this state, only those that provide proof of financial responsibility under_Fsr.]emcredltor mayfor hisor her Own_use and ben?m and at the
344.310r 344.32. Beerbohm Biate Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance 2000~ judgmentcreditor's sole expense, bring an action in the name of
WIAﬁpigSt(rJgrgiSX‘\:/gi.s%%33@2}92\,\’“;5%{”2[?5rSySiaEE(lJCSOitQXt of its nonowned vehithe state against the company persons executing the bond,
provision. This section requires policy limits of at least $25,000. The irisypelicy ?Hec,lumng an action or proceedlng to foreclose any lien lhay

limited coverage to $25,000, but excess orBgcause the policylimit was equal  €Xistuponthe real estate of a person who has executed such bond.

to the statutory minimurgnd stacking is prevear;\ted, thebpllolicy would never providgn the foreclosure of such lien, @46 on the foreclosure of real
excesscoverage. Janssen$tate Farm Mutuahutomobile Insurance Company ; :
2003Wi App 183 266 Ws. 2d 430668 N.W2d 820 02-2928 estate mortgages shall apply as far as possible.
Sub.(2) applies only to liability policies, not uninsured motorist coverage. -Cran_History: 1973c. 189s.20; Sup. Ct. Order67 Ws. 2d 585, 776 (1975),975 c.
dall v. Society Insurance2004 WI App 34269 Ws. 2d 765676 N.w2d 174 218 1977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (c)
03-1453 Thedirect action statute, s. 632.2ies not apply to actions in which the principal
on a bond under this section causes injuBub. (3) requires obtaining a judgment

. . . . . againsthe principal before an action may be brouaginst the suretyansguard
344.34 Notice of cancellation or termination of certi -\ progressive Northern Insurance @88 Ws. 2d 584525 N.W2d 146 (Ct. App.

fied policy . When an insurer has certified a motor vehicle liabil994).

ity policy under s344.31or a bond under 844.36 theinsurance

so certified shall not be canceled or terminated wattleast 10 344.37 Money or securities as proof. (1) Proof of finan
daysafter a notice of cancellation or termination of the insuran€él responsibility for the future may be evidenced by a deposit
socertified has been filed in thefiok of the secretaryNo insur ~ With the secretary by the person of $60,000 in cash, or in securities
anceso certified may be canceled or terminated by the insurgdichas may legally be purchased by savings banks or for trust
prior to the expiration of 90 days from tafiective date of the cer fundsof a market value of $60,000he secretary shall not accept
tification on the grounds of failure to pay a premium when dugny such deposit unless accompanied by evidence that there are
Sucha certified policy or bond subsequently proctsiall, on the no unsatisfied judgments of any character against the depsitor
effective date of its certification, terminate the insurapre  thecounty where the depositor resides.

viously certified. Any certificatioror recertification filed by the  (2) Depositsmadeunder this section shall be held by the sec
sameinsurer following cancellation shall be accompanied by a feetaryto satisfy in accordance with this chaptany execution on

(2) This chapter does not appty or afect policies insuring
lely the insured named in the policy against liabitigulting
om the maintenance or use by persons in the insieadploy
on the insured’ behalf of motor vehicles nawned by the
sured.
History: 1991 a. 316

of $3 payable by the insurer ajudgment issued against the person making the deposit, fer dam
History: 1973 c. 991977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (c)1979 c. 10%.236 (3) 1987 a. 27  agesresulting from the ownership, maintenance, use or operation
1991a. 2691993 a. 2132009 a. 245 of a motor vehicle after such deposit was made, including dam

Thefailure of an insurer to comply with the notice requirement under this secti ; N i
precludesthe insurer from asserting that a previously certified policy had Iapse%q;]esror care andor loss of services because of bodily injury to

Langv. Kurtz, 100 Ws. 2d 40301 N.W2d 262(Ct. App. 1980). or death of any person and damages because of injury to or
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destructionof property and the consequent loss of tezeof. (@) The period during which proof of financial responsibility
Money or securities so deposited are not subject to attachmentsorequired has expired; or
executionunless such attachment or execution arises out of a suitb) The person on whose behalf such proof was filed has died

for damages as set forth in this section. or has become permanently incapacitated to operate a motor
History: 1971 c. 164.82; 1975 c. 2701977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (c)1989 a. 32 yehicle;or

344.38 Owner and leasing company may give proof for "CG(E)SJ:?hgesresgg[g?yhas given proof surrenders the person
others. Whenever any person required to give prodfrancial

e : : 1m) Subjectto the exceptions set forth in s(B), the secre
responsibilityfor the future under this chapter is or later becom?gr)(/ sh)all upjon request coﬁsent to the immedli(lat)e cancellation of
anoperator in the employ of any owner is or later becomes a ' y

member of the immediate family or household of the other anybond or certificatiorof insurance, return to the person entitled
secretaryshall accept proof given by such owner in lieu of prodf€r€t0any money or securities deposited pursuant tactiagter
by such other person. If the vehicle is leased to the emptoger 25 Proof of financial responsibility and shaliaive any require
the leasing company may file proof of financial responsibiity ment of the filing of proof of financial responsibility under s.
behalfof the person required to furnish such proof. When pr08f14.18(1tm)hor (3m) or 33‘_"19 (3mwhenever any of the follow
hasbeen given as provided in this section, pleeson on whose INg events has occurred. i . -
behalfsuch proof was furnished may be granted a licensepyt . (&) The period during which proof of financial responsibility
to operate those vehicles for which progés so given. The IS réquired has expired.

department shall note such restriction on the pessticense, () The person who has given proof surrenders all of the per
including a designation of each vehidte which proof was given. son’sregistrations to the secretary
History: 1977 c. 2%5.1654 (7) (a)(c). (2) The secretary shall not consent to the cancellation of any

bondor the return of any money or securities if any action fordam
344.39 Substitution of proof. The secretary shall consentagesupon a liability covered by such proof is then pending or any
to the cancellation of any bond or certification of insurance @udgmentupon any such liability is then unsatisfied, or if the per
returnany money or securities to the person entitled thereto ugstnwho filed the bond or deposited the money or securities has,
the substitution and acceptanceather adequate proof of finan within one year immediatelgreceding the request for cancella

cial responsibility pursuant to this chapter tion of the bond or return of the money or securities, been involved
History: 1975 c. 2701977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (c) 1987 a. 27 asan operator or owner in any motor vehicle accident resuiting
. . ) ) injury or damage to the person or propertpitiers. An afidavit
344.40 Revocation or suspension for failure to main - of the applicant as to the nonexistence of $acts, or that the per

tain proof; other proof may be required. (1) (a) Excepls sonhas been released from all liabilior has been finallgdjud
providedin par (b), wheneveny person whose operating privi catednot to be liable for such injury or damages idisight evi
legewas suspended or revoked who has furnished proof of fingzncethereof inthe absence of evidence to the contrary in the
cial responsibility fails to maintain such proof at any time duringscordsof the secretary
the period when proof of financial responsibility is required, the (3) (a) Whenever any person whose proof has been canceled
secretaryshall suspend aevoke such persanoperating privi or returned under sulil) (c) desires reinstatement of theirsons
legefor a period of time running from the date of SUSpe.“S'O“_aa,beratingprivilege priorto the expiration of the period during
revocationuntil such time as either satisfactory proof of financighich proof of financialresponsibility is required, that person
responsibility is again furnished or the period during wipidof  gha| again furnish proobf financial responsibility Thereupon
wasrequired to be furnished has expired. that person$ operating privilege is reinstated as provided in s.

(b) Whenever any person who has furnished proof of financ@3.38
responsibilityfails to maintain such proof at any time during the 5y \Whenever any person whose proof hasn canceled or
periodwhen proof of financial responsibility is required under $etyrmedunder sub(1m) (b) desiresreinstatement of his or her
344.18(1m)or (3m) or 344.19 (3m)the secretary shall suspendegistrationsprior to the expiratiorof the period during which
all of the persors registrations for geriod of time running from  pro0f of financial responsibility is required, he or she shall again
the date of suspension until such time as either satisfgmoe§  f,rnish proof of financial responsibilityThereupon his or her reg
of financial responsibility is again furnished or the pedodng jstrationsmay be renewed or reinstated upon payment of the fee
which proof was required to be furnished has expired. required under $841.36 (1m)

(2) (a) Except as provided in pdb), whenever any proof of  History: 1973 c. 9901975 c. 2701977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (¢) 1977 c. 2731987
financial responsibility filed undethis chapter no longer fulfills & 27 1991 a. 269316, 1997 a. 84
the purposes for which required, the secretary shall require oﬂé(glr4 42 Submission of certifications and

proof meeting the requirements of this chapied shall suspend recertifica -

or revoke the operating privilege pendihe filing of such other tions by insurers. If the sum of certifications and recertifica
f P 9p gep 9 tionsunder ss344.31and344.34that are submitted by an insurer
proot. . . o to the department in any year exceeds 1,000, the insurer shall pay
(b) Whenever any proof of financial responsibility filed undef the department &ransaction fee of $1.50 per certification or
S.344.18 (1m)or (3m) or 344.19 (3mno longer fulfills the pur  recertificationthatis not transmitted electronically to the depart
posesfor which required, the secretary shall require other progfent. The department shall promulgate rules establishing proce

meetingtherequirements of this chapter and shall suspend all @firesfor the collection of transaction fees under this section.
the persons registrations pending the filing of such other proof. History: 1997 a. 272009 a. 245

History: 1973c. 9Q 1977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (c)1989 a. 721991 a. 2691997 a. Cross—reference: See also chilrans 197 Wis. adm. code.
84.

344.41 Duration of proof; when proof may be  canceled SUBCHAPTERIV
or returned. (1) Subject to the exceptions set forth in @),
the secretary shall, upon requestnsent to the immediate ean PENALTIES FOR VIOLATIONS OF CHAPTER

cellationof any bond or certification of insuranaeturn to the

personentitled thereto angnoney or securities deposited pursuar844.45 Surrender of license and registration upon

to this chapter as proof of financial responsibility and shall waiweispension. (1) Whenever a persasoperating privilege or
any requirement of the filing of proof of financia¢ésponsibility registrationis suspended under this chapthe department may
whenevergxcept as provided in sufdm), any of the following orderthe persorio surrender to the department his or her epera
eventshas occurred: tor’s license and the registration plates ofwahicle or vehicles
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for which registration was suspended. If the person fails immetion of the motor vehicle in the amounts set forth i8481.01 (2)
ately to return the operattr license or registration plates to th€d). No lessor or rental company complying with this subsection,
departmentthe department majirect a trdic officer to take pos andno lessor or rental company entering int@cgjuiring an inter
sessiorthereof and return them to the department. estin any contract for the rental or leasing ahator vehicle for

(2) Any person who intentionally fails or refuses to return Which any other lessor or rental company has complied with this
licenseand registration plate or platas required by this sectionsubsectionis liable for damages caused by the negligent epera
may be required to forfeit not more than $100. tion of the motor vehicle by another person.

History: 1971 c. 2781977 c. 2%s.1465 1654 (7) (a)(c); 1977 c. 43203 1985 (2) Any lessoror rental company failing to comply with this

2.29,/1989 a. 721997 a. 84 sectionis directly liable for damages caused by the negligence of
the person operating such rented or leased vehicle, but such liabil

344.46 Transfer of vehicle ownership to defeat pur - o n "o ofercead the limits set forth i3d4.01 (2) (dwith

pose o cptr_ ) Noauner f oo el il ot Sy e g oo
transferthe ownership or registration of any vehicle whose regig Inancial responsibr 't}’ . . ) )
tration is subject to suspensiant revocation under this chapter (3) Any person violating this sectionay be required to forfeit
until all of the applicable provisions of this chapter has been coffpt more than $200.

plied with or until the secretary is satisfigttht such transfer is pro  History: 1971 c. 2781977 ¢. 2%.1654 (7) (2) 1979 ¢. 1021995 a. 3291997
posedl_n good faith and not _for the purpose or with theefof A lessor is not liable to the lesseisurer for monies that the insurer paid to a vic
defeatingthe purposes of this chapter tim of the lessee’negligence. American Family Mutual Insurance C&eciprocal

. . . : . .. Ins. Service Exchange Mgt. Cb11l Wis. 2d 308330 N.W.2d 223(Ct. App. 1983).
(2) Any person V|0|atlng this sectlcmay be reqUIred to forfeit Whena lesses' insurance was indidient to cover all damages, the less@rrors

not more than $200. and omissions policy was required to cover remaining damages. Germanotta v

i i H H Nationallndemnity Co119 Ws. 2d 293349 N.W2d 733(Ct. App. 1984).
(3) This section does naﬂpply to or dect the registration of Sections344.30 and 344.16 permit car rental agenciesatisfy their obligation

any vehicle sold by @erson who, under the terms or Condition_§f proving financial responsibility by filing a certificate s#li-insurance and receiv
of any written instrument giving a right of repossession, has exep a certlflqattla fromeOT conflrmlggdthelr ability to pay/; self_—ln?u[)eld agency is

; ; et notthe equivalent of an uninsured driver as it is not otherwise liable for its lessee’
ClsedSUCh.“ght. and has repossessed such v a persop negligence.lts liability is limited to the amount an insurer would be required tp pay
whose registration has been suspendedreroked under this which under s. 344.01 (2) (d) is fixed at $25,000. BoatrigBpiewak214 Ws. 2d
chapter. 507,570 N.W2d 897(Ct. App. 1997)97-0036

; . No statute requires self-insured entity under s. 344.16 to provide uninsured
a. gési%g 1971 c. 2781977 ¢. 2%.1654 (7) () 1991 a. 2691997 a. 841999 motoristcoverage as part of tioptional insurance it &rs to its customers. Prophet

v. Enterprise Rent—A-Car Comparigc. 2000 WI App 171238 Ws. 2d 150617
N.W.2d 225 99-0776
344.48 Forged proof. (1) No person shall:
(a) Foge or withoutauthority sign any notice provided for in 344.52 Financial responsibility for foreign rented
S.344.140r344.15 (4) or both, to the &ct that gpolicy or bond vehicles. (1g) In this section, “motor vehicle” meanssalf-
is in efect or knowing or having reason to believe that the notiqeropelledvehicle.
hasbeen foged or signed without authoritfile or offer the notice (1r) Wheneverany motor vehicle rented farompensation
for filing; or outsidethis state is operated in this state, the lessor of the motor
(b) Fomge or without authoritysign any evidencef proof of  vehicleis directly liable for all damages to persons or property
financial responsibility orknowing or having reason to believecausedy the negligent operation of the rented vehicle unless, at
that such evidence has beergint or signed without authorjty the time when the damage or injury occurs, the operation of the

file or offer such evidence for filing. rentedvehicle is iectively covered by a policy of insurance that
(c) Sign or file the didavit mentioned in s344.15 (4) know  providescoverage at least in the amounts specified344.01 (2)
ing that it contains a false statement. (d) for property damage, personal injuoy death sidiéred by any

(2) Any person violating this section may be fined not mor@ersonon account of the negligent operation of the rented vehicle.

than$10,000 or imprisoned for not more than 9 months or bothheamount of liability imposed upon the lessorthis section in
History: 1985 a. 291997 a. 2832001 a. 109 the absence of insurance coverage shall not exceed the limits set

forth in s.344.01 (2) (dwith respect to the acceptable limits of
liability when furnishing proof of financial responsibilityThe

SUBCHAPTERV factthat the rented vehicle is operated in this state contrary to any
understandingr agreement with the lessor is not a defense to any
FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY FOR RENTED AND liability imposed by this section.
HUMAN SERVICES VEHICLES (2) (a) If a motor vehicle rented for compensation outside this
stateis operated in this state, the lessor of the vehiderisidered
344.51 Financial responsibility for domestic rented or to have irrevocably appointed the secretary as the agent or attor
leased vehicles. (1g) In this section: ney upon whom legal process may be served in any action -or pro

OorvEcl (0 A lessse 10 hperated by o ih the consent of UCCESSOTS, or assigns, growing ouhefoperation of the rented
: : torvehicle in this state, which appointment is binding upon the
the lessee or who acquires a contract for the leasing of a mqrfe?)c? . | ; X h
vehiclefrom anather person. Ssor's personal representativepiccessors, or assigns. The
B O . operationof the rented motor vehicle in this state &gnification

(b) “Motor vehicle” means a self-propelled vehicle. _of the lessots agreement that legal process or notice may be

(c) “Rental company” means a person who, for compensati@@rvedupon the lessor or the lessgpersonal representative, suc
rentsa motor vehicle to eenter to be operated by or with the concessorspr assigns and that process or notice so served has the
sentof the renter owho acquires a contract for the renting of 8amelegal force as if personally served upon them in this state.

motor vehicle from another person. _ (b) Service of process or notice under. f¥shall be mades

(1m) No lessor or rental company may for compensation regfovidedin s.345.09 This section does notfaét the right to
or lease any motor vehicle unless there is filétti the department serveprocess or notice on the nonresident operator of the rented
ona form prescribed by the department a certificate for a good aféltor vehicle as provided in 345.09
sufficientbond or policy of insurance issued by an insurer autho History: 1977 c. 292001 a. 1022005 a. 149
rizedto do an automobile liability insurance or surety business irknlike the domestic financial responsibility statute, s. 344.51, this section does not
this state. Thecertificate shall provide that the insurer Whicﬁequlrea lessor to file a bond or insurance policy with the state, but instead requires

. o . . hatsome insurance policy provide coverageaithe statutorily required amount.
issuedit will be liable for damages caused by the negligent epefasuch a policy exists, the lessor will be held directly liable for damages caused by

Igeedingagainst the lessor or the lessquersonatepresentative,
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the negligent operation of the vehicle up to the statutory amount. This sextitiz (7) “Renter” means the persomho rents a private passenger

itly covers any motor vehicle rented outside this state but operated in this state. ;
irrelevantthat a vehiclevas maintained and operated ifs@énsin because both stat \’uéﬁIdEfrom a rental company under a rental agreement.

utescontemplate that possibilityCasper vAmerican International Southsurance ~ History: 1989 a. 3282005 a. 173
C0.2010 WI App 2323 Wis. 2d 82779 N.W2d 445 06-1229 decided on other

grounds2011 W1 81, 336 Ws. 2d 267800 N.W2d 880 06-1229 344572 Applicability to rental agreements. (1) Except

] ] asprovided in sub(2), ss.344.574 344.576and344.578apply
344.55 Insurance for human service vehicles. (1) No to all rental agreements concerning private passenger vehicles
motor vehicle may be used as a human service vehicle ualesgntedfrom locations in this state for a period of 30 consecutive
policy of bodily injury and property damage liability insurancegaysor less.
issuedby an insurer authorized to transact business in this statey2) Sections344.574 344.576and344.578do notapply to a
is maintained thereon. The policy shall provide property damaggyta|agreement under which a persents from a motor vehicle
liability coverage with a limit of not less than $10,000. The polijea|erlicensed under s&18.0101t0 218.0163a privatepassen
alsoshall provide bodily injury liability coverage with I|m|t_s qf ervehicle owned by the dealirthe private passenger vehicle
notlessthan $75,000 for each person and, subject to such limit {@frented only for use while a vehicle owned or leased by the per
eachperson, total limits as follows: sonor whichthe person has agreed to purchase is being serviced,

(a) $150,000 for each accident for each motor vehicle havingpaired, manufactured or delivered.

aseating capacity of 7 passengers or less. (3) If arental agreement is subject tod®1.574344.576and
(b) $200,000 for each accident for each motor vehicle haviBg4.578 any provisionof the rental agreement that violates any
aseating capacity of 8 to 15 passengers. requiremenf ss.344.574 344.576and344.578is void.

(c) $250,000 for each accident for each motor vehicle havingtistory: 1989 a. 3281999 a. 31

aseating capacity of 16 to 24 passengers. . 344574 Limited liability for damage. (1) DAMAGE TOPR-

(d) $375,000 for each accident for each motor vehicle havifgre prssencervericLE. () Unless a renter purchases a damage
aseating capacity of 25 to 36 passengers. waiver offered in accordance with 344.576 a rental company

(e) $500,000 for each accident for each motor vehicle havifgay hold the renter liabléo the extent permitted under sug®.
aseating capacity of 37 to 49 passengers. to (4) for physical or mechanical damage to the rented private pas

() $500,000 plus not less than $10,000 for each accident g@ngervehicle that is caused by any of the following:
eachpassenger seat accommodation for each motor vétzgle 1. An accident occurringvhile the private passenger vehicle
ing a seating capacity of 50 or more passengers. is under the rental agreement.

(2) Thedepartment may nagsue registration plates for such 2. The renter or an authorized driver who is using the private
avehicle unless there is on file with the department a certificgtassengevehicle, intentionally or by his or her recklessvanton
of insurance showinghat the vehicle is insured in compliancemisconduct.
with sub.(1). No such policy may be terminated prioits expira 3. Theft of the private passengeahicle intentionally caused
tion or canceled for any reasanless a notice thereof is filed withpy the renter A renter is presumed not to have caused the theft
the department at least 30 days prior to the datermination or intentionallyif all of the following apply:
cancellation. The department shall suspend the registration of a 5 Tne renter or authorized driver has possession of the igni

vehicleon which the insurance politas been terminated or ean jon, key furnished by the rental company or establishes that the

celed,effective on the date of termination or cancellation. ignition key furnished by the rental company was not in the
History: 1983 a. 175.20; Stats. 1983 s. 344.56997 a. 842009 a. 282011 a. vehicleat the time of the theft
14, :

b. The renter or authorized driver files afiaél report of the
344.57 Definitions applicable to ss. 344.57 to 344.579. theft with the police or other law enforcement agency within 24
In s5.344.57t0 344.579 hoursof learning of the theft and reasonably cooperates with the

(1) “Accident’ means collisiorf a private passenger vehicle'€ntal company police, andother law enforcement agencies in

with another object or other upsstthe private passenger vehicleProviding information concerning the theft. _ _
not caused intentionally by the renter (b) Unless a renter purchases a damage waiferedf in
« ; - : : : -~ -accordancevith s.344.576 a rentacompany may hold an autho
(2) “Authorized driver” means, in connection with a private ized driver liable to the extent permitted under s(®)io (4) for

passengevehicle under a rentgl agreement,. all O.f the followin jhysicalor mechanical damage to the rented private passenger
(a) The spouse of the rentifithe spouse is a licensédver | ahiclethat is caused by any of the following:

andmeets any minimun_1 age requirement in the rental agreement. 1. An accident occurringhile the private passenger vehicle
g (b) A person listed in the rental agreement as an authorizggperated by the authorized driver and is underghtlagree
river. ment.

(c) Therentets employer employee or co-workeif the 2 The authorized driver whis using the private passenger
employeremployee or co-worker engages in a business acti{f¢hicle, intentionallyor by his or her reckless or wanton miscon
with the renteris a licensed driver and meets the rental companyjyct.
minimum age requirement. . , , (2) LimiTs oN LIABILITY. (a) The total liability of a renter or

(d) A person who operates the privagissenger vehicle during authorizeddriver under sub(1) for damage to a rented private

anemegency or while parking the private passenger vehicle ahassengevehicle may not exceed all of the following:
commercialor private establishment. 1. The lesser of:

(3) “Damagewaiver” means a contractual provisiomder a. The actual and reasonable costs that the reatapany
which a rental company agrees for a geanotto hold a renter or ey rredto repair the private passenger vehicle or that the rental
authorizeddriver liable for damage or loss related to a private Pasompanywould have incurred if the privapassenger vehicle had
sengervehicle rented by the renter beenrepaired, which shall reflect amjscounts, price reductions

(4) "Private passenger vehicle” means a type 1 automobiler adjustments available to the rental company

(5) “Rental agreement” means a written agreement setting b. The fair market value of that private passenger vehicle
forth the terms and conditions governing the use of a private pasmediatelybefore the damage occurred, as determined in the

sengervehicle provided for rent by a rental company customarymarket for the sale of that private passenger vehicle.
(6) “Rentalcompany” means a person in the business of pro 2. Actual and reasonable costs incurred by the rental company
viding private passenger vehicles for rent to the public. for towing the private passenger vehicle &dstorage of the pri
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vatepassenger vehicle during the period before the rantdies in the commission of a misdemeanor or felas/those terms are
the rental company of the damage to the vehicle or for 14 dagsfinedin s.939.60

afterthe damage occurs, whichever period is shorter () The damage occurs while the remterauthorized driver
(b) A rental company may not hold the renter or authorizetsestheprivate passenger vehicle to carry persons or property for
driver liable for any of the following: hire.

1. Loss or damage to the private passenger vehicle resultingg) The damage occurs while the renter or authorized driver
from a cause other than that described in €l)b(a) 1.or 2. with ~ usesthe private passenger vehicle outside of the United Siates
respecto the renter osub.(1) (b) 1.or2. with respect to the autho Canadaunless use outside the United States or Canada-is per
rizeddriver. mitted under the rental agreement.

2. Loss of use of the private passenger vehicle. (h) The damage occurs while the private passenger vehicle is
3. Any administrative chges, including the cost of appraisauope_rateobn a surface not intended for use by private passenger
or other costs or expenses that are incidental to the damage té’ﬂﬂédes' _ _ _ _ _
private passenger vehicle. (i) The renter provided misleading or false information to the

. rental company causing the rental company to rent the private
4. Any other chage unless expressly permitted under s assengevehicle when the rental company woulat have other

(c) A rental company may not hold the renter liable for ar&ise done so, or on terms to which it would not have otherwise
amountsthat the rental company has recovered from an authg, ooy

rizeddriver. A rental company may not hold an authorized drive () The renter or the authorized driver who was operating the

liable for any amounts that the rental company has recovered frBFR/ate passenger vehicle when an accident occurred fails to

therenter promptly report to the police and rental company the accident
(4) INSPECTIONAND ESTIMATES. A rental company magot yegyltingin damage to the private passenger vehicle.
from the renter or authorized driver or the nsurahefrenter or (<) The damage ocours while the private passenger vehicle s
. : - o peratecby someone other than an authorized driver as defined
authorizeddriver unless the rental company satisfies all of the fcﬁ1 s.344.57 (2) This paragraph does not apply if the vehfas
lowing: beenlost or a theft has occurred and thater is presumed to have

(a) Allows the renter or authorized driver who maylible  not caused the theft or loss intentionaliyder s344.574 (1) (a)
undersub.(1) (b)and thansurer of the renter or authorized drlve%

to inspect the unrepaired rented private passenger vehicle withi
2 working days after the rental company is notified of the damagém) NorTice. (a) A rental company thatfefs or sells a damage
I

Upon receiving notice of the damage, the rental company s ivershall provide to each renter a written notice that is part of
promptly notify the renter or authorized driver who may be liab rental agreement or on a separate form described in the rule

. . ) ' 1 nderpar (c) and that includes all of the following:
undersub.(1) (b) of his or her right and his or her insugeright 1. An explanation of the total costs that the renter or autho

to inspect the private passenger vehicle. . . .
(b) Obtainsan estimate on the costs of repairing the priva{geddrlver may be liable for gnq§r344.574 (2) (a) .
A statement that the liability of the renter or authorized

passenger vehicle, makes a copy of the estimate available UROTE: under s344.574 (2) (ajnay becovered by the renteror

requesto the renter or authorized driver who may be liaivider thorizeddriver I motorehicle i b
sub.(1) (b) or the insurer of the renter or authorized driver whg"!OMzedrvers persona; motarenicie insurance policy or by

may be liable under sul1) (b)and submits a copy of the estimat& agreement under which the renter or authorized driver has
with any claimto collect the amount described in s(@).(a) If cPtaineda creditcard. o _
requestedvithin 2 working days of giving to the renter or autho  3- A list of any exceptions to the damagaiver imposed in
rized driver the notice required under pia), the rental company accordancevith sub.(2) (a)to (j).

shallobtain a 2nd estimate from a competing regtaip and make 4. An explanation ofthe right of inspection under344.574

acopy available to the requester 4) (@)
History: 1989 a. 3282005 a. 173 5. The address and telephone number of the departhent
_ agriculture trade and consumer protection.
344576 Damage waivers. (1) OFFER AND  SALE 6. Any other information required by rule under. ge).

RESTRICTED. A rental company may notfef or sell adamage
waiverin conjunction with a rental agreement unless the terms of

thedamage waiver comply with sut2) and the renter is provided providethe notice described in pga) to each renter before the

the notice required under sug®). : ;
. . r?nterentersnto a rental agreement. If a separate form is used to
(2) Terwms. Every damage waiver shall provide that the rentgge notice under par(a), the rental company shall give each
e

7. A line for the rentés signature.
(b) A rentalcompany that &érs or sells a damage waiver shall

companymay not hold the renter or authorized driver liable fofenterone copyof the notice signed by him or her and shall retain
anyamount that the renter or authorized driver might otherwise ecopy in its files.

liable for under s344.574 (2) (ajor damage to the rented private (c) The department of agriculture, trade, and consumer protec

passengevehicle, un_Iess any of the following applies: ) tion shall promulgate rules specifying the form of the notice
_ (a) The damage is caused by the renter or authorized driygguiredunder par(a), including the type size and any high
intentionallyor by his or her reckless or wanton misconduct. lighting of the information described in péa) and, in the case of
(b) The damage occurs while the renter or authorized driv@separate form, the size of thaper The rule may specify addi
operateghe private passenger vehicle in this state while uthéer tional information that must be included in the notice and the pre
influence of an intoxicant or other drug, afescribed under s. ciselanguage that must be used.
346.63(1) (a) (am), or(b) or (2m). History: 1989 a. 3281995 a. 272003 a. 972005 a. 173
(c) The damage occurs while the renter or authorized drivef'sseference: See also SXTCP 118.01, Wis. adm. code.
operateshe private passenger vehicle in another state while unday 577 Advertisement or representation. (1) DEeFINI-
the inﬂuence Of an intOXicant or Other drug, as described in th‘%N In th|s Sectionl “advertisementmpresentation” means any

laws of that state. _ _ ~oral, written or graphic statement which is made in connection
(d) The damage occurs while the renter or authorized drivemiith the solicitation of the rental of a private passenger vehicle.
engagedn a race or speed or endurance contest. (2) DAMAGE WAIVER CHARGE. If a rental company or an

(e) The damage occurs while the renter or authorized drivereisiployeeor agent ofa rental company disseminates or makes in
using,or has directed another to use, phigate passenger vehiclethis state an advertisement or representation that includes a state
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mentof the rental rate for a private passenger vehicle available for(1) Notwithstandings. 344.01(2) (b), “motor vehicle” does
rentfrom a location in this state, tlaelvertisement or representa not include trailers, semitrailers, all-terrain vehicles, and utility
tion shall also include a statement of the gleafor any damage terrainvehicles.

waiver offered by the rental company gonjunction with the  (2) Notwithstandings. 344.33 (1) “motor vehicleliability
rentalof that private passenger vehicle and a statement that gstslicy” means amotor vehicle policy of liability insurance to
chaseof the damage waiver is optional. which all of the following apply:

History: 1989 a. 328 (a) The policy is issued by an insurer authorized to nmtor
vehicle liability business in this state,af the policy covers a
vehicle that was notegistered in this state at the time of the
policy’s effective date, in another state in which the vehicle was
registered or the owner or operator of the vehicle resitittht

344578 Credit card for deposit or damages. (1) Pro-
HIBITED DEPOSITS;COLLECTION OF DAMAGES. Except as provided
in this subsection, in sufR), or in s.345.28 (5w) a rental com
panymay notchage a credit card belonging to a renter as a dep
for damages for which the renter may be held liable under the L . .
rental agreement or under 844.574 (2) (a)or for any other (b) The policy is to or fothe benefit of the person named in
charges.If a rented privatpassenger vehicle is damaged or if th€ Policy as the insured. _
renterowes any other chges provided for in the rental agree () The policy satisfies, as of the date of motor vehicle epera
ment, the rental compangnay chage a credit card belonging totion, all requirements specified in344.33 (2)and(3).

therenteras payment for the damages for which the renter is liabldlistory: 2009 a. 282011 a. 208

unders. 344.574 (2) (apr for any other chges provided for in . o .

the rental agreement only if the rental company obtains the regft4-62 Motor vehicle liability insurance required.

er's authorizationto use that credit card for payment and thel) Exceptas provided in s344.63 no person may operate a
authorizationis obtained after the total amount of the reaterMotor vehicle upon a highway in this state unless the owner or
liability or other chages is determined and before the rectai operatorof the vehicle has infefct a motor vehicle liabilitpolicy
panyprocesses the credit card ajr with respect to the vehicle being operated.

(2) DEPOSITFOR RENTAL FEES. If authorized by the rentea (2) Exceptas provided in $344.63 no person may operate a
rentalcompany may chge a credit card belonging to the rentefotor vehicle upon a highway in this state unless the person, while
asa deposit for the estimated cost of teetal, as determined operating the \(ehlcle, has in his or her immediate possession proof
underthis subsection. The estimated cost of the rentalmoay thathe or she s in compliance with s¢b). The operator of the
exceedan amount equal to the daily rental rate specified in tifgPtor vehicle shall display the proof requiradder this subsec
rentalagreement, which may include the daily gjeafor a dam 10N upon demand from any tfaf officer.
agewaiver if purchased by the rentenultiplied by thenumber ~ (3) Nothingin this subchapter prohibitsperson who violates
of days specified in the agreement for which the prigagsenger this section from also being subject to any provision in subichs.
vehicleis being rented. to IV of this chapter

History: 1989 a. 3282005 a. 1732007 a. 207 History: 2009 a. 28

344,579 Violations. (1) PenaLTIES. Whoever violates s. 344.63 Exceptions to motor vehicle liability insurance
344.574344.576 (1)(2) or (3) (a)or(b), 344.5770r344.578may requirement. (1) A person operating a motor vehicle is not
be requiredto forfeit not less than $500 nor more than $1,000 fétibjectto s.344.62if any of the following apply:
eachviolation. (a) The owner or operator of the motor vehicle hasfieceh

(2) ENFORCEMENT. The department of agriculture, trade an§ondwith respect to the vehicle that meets the requirements under
consumerprotection shall investigate violations of 844.574 s.344.36 (1) including the filing of the bond with the secretary
344.576(1), (2) and(3) (a)and(b), 344.577and344.578 The andthe vehicle is being operated with the permission of the person
departmenbf agriculture, trade and consumer protection may oo filed the bond.
behalfof the state: (b) The motor vehicle is insured as required by zl1.53

(a) Bring an action for temporary or permanent injunctive 94.41 or194.42and the vehicle is being operategithe owner
otherrelief in any court of competent jurisdiction for any violatiorr With the ownels permission.
of 5.344.574344.576 (1)(2) or(3) (a)or(b),344.5770r344.578 (c) The motor vehicle is owned by a self-insurer holding a
The court may upon entry of finajudgment, award restitution valid certificate of self-insurance undeg4.16 the self-insurer
whenappropriate to any person faring loss because of a viela hasmade an agreement described iB431.30 (4) and the vehicle
tion of s.344.574 344.576 (1)(2) or (3) (a)or (b), 344.5770r is being operated with the owngmpermission.
344.578if proof of such loss is submitted to the satisfaction of the (d) The owner or operator of the motor vehibkes made a

court. depositof cash or securities meeting the requirements specified in
(b) Bring an actiorin any court of competent jurisdiction fors.344.37 (1)and the vehicle is being operated by or with the per
the recovery of forfeitures authorized under s{il). missionof the person who made the deposit.

(3) DereNsE. Proof by a rental company that the rental com (e) The motor vehicle isubject to s344.51, 344.52 or344.55
panybegan an action to impose liabiliypon a renter or autho  (f) The motor vehicle is owned by or leagedthe United
rized driver, even though the renter had purchased a damagigtesthis or another state, or angunty or municipality of this
waiversold under 844.576 because of a good—-faith mistake thadr another state, and the vehicle is being operated with the 'swner
anexception under 844.576 (2) (ajo (k) applied is a defense to or lessees permission.

a prosecution for a violation of the terms of the damage waiver (2) (@) The provisions of s844.34and344.36 (2)and(3)

unders.344.576 (2) shallapply with respect to a bond filed with the secretargler
History: 1989 a. 3281995 a. 272005 a. 173 sub.(l) (a)

(b) The provisions of $344.37 (2)shall apply with respect to
SUBCHAPTERVI adeposit made with the secretary under §lixd). Any deposit
received by the department under gdb.(d) shall be maintained
in an interest-bearing trust account. All deposits received by the

MANDATORY LIABILITY INSURANCE departmenunder sub(1) (d) shall be held for the benefit of the
depositors and potential claimants against the deposits and shall
344.61 Definitions. In this subchapter: be applied only to the payment of judgments and assignments
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relating to motor vehicle accidentdpllowing the procedure lently altered proof of insurance, policy of insurance, or other
describedn s.344.20 (2) insurancedocument.

(3) (a) Except as provided in p#b), the secretary shalipon (2) Representhat any proof of insurance, policy of insurance,
requestconsent to the immediate cancellation of any bond fileaf other insurance document is valid and ifeef knowing or
undersub.(1) (a)or tothe return of any deposit of money or securihaving reasonto believe that the proof of insurance, policy of
tiesmade under sulfl) (d)if any of the following apply: insurancepr other insurance document is not valid or notfiecef

1. The owner or operator of a moteghicle provides proof — History: 2009a. 28
satisfactoryto the department that the owner or operator has44 65 Violations. (1) (8 Any person who violates s.

effecta motor vehicle liability policyvith respect to the vehicle 344.62(1) may be required to forfeit not more than $500.
or provides proof that a dérent exception under sud) applies (b) Except as provided in p4c), any person who violates s.
with respect to the vehicle. _ 344.62 (2)may be required to forfeit $10.

2. The person on whose behalf the bond was filed or deposit ¢) No persorchaged with violating s344.62 (2)may be con
madehas died, has become permanently incapacitated to Ope@ltaq if the person produces protifat he or she was in cem
amotor vehicle, or no longer maintaingalid operatos license. pjiancewith s.344.62 (1)at thetime the person was issued a-uni

3. The person on whose behalf the bond was filed or depdsitm traffic citation for violating s344.62 (2) This proof may be
made no longer owns any motor vehicle registered with theroducedeither at the time of theersons appearance in court in
department. responseo the citation or in the fife of thetraffic officer issuing

(b) The secretary may not consent to the cancellation of &g citation.
bondfiled under sub(1) (a)or to the return of any deposit of (2) Any person who violates 844.64may be required tfor-
moneyor securities made under s(b) (d) if any action for dam feit not more than $5,000.
agesupon thebond or deposit is then pending or any judgment (3) A traffic officer may not stop or inspect a vehicle solely to
againstthe person, for which a claim may be made against theterminecompliance with s344.620r a localordinance in con
bondor deposit, is then unsatisfied. If a judgment is in excessfgfmity therewith. This subsection does not limit the authority of
theamounts specified in 844.33 (2) for purposes of thipara  atrafiic officer to issue a citation for a violation of3#4.620r a
graphthe judgment is considered satisfied wipayments in the |ocal ordinance in conformity therewith observed in the coafse
amounts specified in 844.33 (2)have been madéAn affidavit  astop or inspection mader other purposes, except that aficaf
of the applicant that the applicant satisfies the provisions of thifficer may not take a person into physical custody solely for a
paragraphis suficient for the department to consent to the-carviolation of s.344.620r a local ordinanci conformity therewith.
cellationof a bond oto return any deposit, in the absence of evi History: 2009 a. 28
dencein the records of the departmeaintradicting the &flavit.

History: 2009 a. 28 344.66 Rules. The department shall promulgate rulasd
prescribeany necessary forms, to implemand administer this
344.64 Fraudulent, false, or invalid proof of insurance. subchapter.

No person may do any of the following for purposes of creating"istory: 2009 a. 28
theappearance of satisfying the requirements usdd4.62 (2) 344 67 Notice. The department shall inclugéth each opera

(1) Forgefalsify, counterfeitor fraudulently alter any proof tor's license issued under 43 notificationof the requirements
of insurance, policy of insurance, or other insurance documenta@g penalties under this subchapter
possessany foged, falsified, fictitious, counterfeit, draudu History: 2009 a. 28
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