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2013 WISCONSIN ACT 96

AN ACT to renumber and amend 346.48 (2) (a)to amend 110.064 (1) (b), 343.12 (1) (b), 346.48 (2) (b) (intro.),
346.48(2) (bm), 346.48 (2) (c), 346.48 (3), 346.51 (1) (a), 347.284®.21 (1) and 349.21 (2); atukreate 346.48
(2) (a) 2. and 346.48 (2) (a) 3. of the statutelgting to: warning lights on school buses.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in theflashing redor flashing red and ambesrarning lights
senate and assembly, do enact as follows: arenot used and all markings on the front and rear of the
. motorbus indicating that it is a school bus egenoved
N reSeElg-'HON 1. 110.064 (1) (b)f the statutes is amended or CgEmpleteg nggi"’ge(‘;-) ot |
110.0641) (b) The department shall promulgate and CTION S. . a) o the statutes_ls renum
enforcea rule requiring that a motor bus under f@rsat bered346.48 (2) (a) 1. and amend_ed tc_; read:
isfy safety standards providing an equivalent level of 346.48(2) (a) 1. Except .aprowdgd n par(p)J the
safetyasthe safety standards specified by the departmentoper"?ltorc.)f a school b us equped with orflgshingred
for a school bus having the same gross vehicle weight rat warn|ngl_|ghts asspecified in s. 347.25 (2.) shall actuate
ing and operation standards specifying thatrear door suehihe Ilghts at least 100 fee.efore stopping to load or
of a motor bus under pga) may nobe used for the entry unload.pupllls or other .authorlzgd passengers, an(_j shall
or exit of pupils, except in an engEncy except that the _not extinguish-suclthe lights until loading or unI(_)adlng
departmentnay not promulgate a rule whighin con is completed and persons who must cross the hlghyvay are
flict with federal lawwhich requires the motor bus to be ~ Safelyacross.Where-the-curb-and sidewalk-are-laid on
painted in accordance with s. 347.44 (Ijr which ~ ©Oneside ofthe road-onlyhe operatorshall-use the-flash

requiresthe motorbus to be equipped with flashing red

or flashing red and ambevarning lights as specified in ~ gersfrom-either side.

s. 347.25 (2). SeEcTION 4. 346.48 (2) (a) 2. of thetatutes is created
SECTION 2. 343.12 (1) (b) of thetatutes is amended to read:

to read: 346.48(2) (a) 2. Except aprovided in par(b), the

343.12(1) (b) A motor bus registered in compliance operatorof a school bus equipped with flashing red and
with s. 341.26 (7) and equipped as provided under ss.amberwarning lights as specified in s. 347.25 (2) shall do
347.25(2) and 347.44 but not transporting childfen all of the following when stopping to load or unload
any purpose is not a school bus within the meaning of this pupilsor other authorized passengers:
subsectiorwhile being used on laighway for purposes a. Actuate the flashingmber warning lights at least
otherthan those specified in s. 340.®&Bb) (a) or (am) if 300feet before stopping in a 45 miles per hour or greater

* Section 9911, WIsconsINSTATUTES: Effective date of acts. “Every act and every portion of an act enacted by the legislature over thegy
partialveto which does not expressly prescribe the time when it taflees siiall take ééct on the day after its date of publication.”
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speedzone or at least 100 feet before stopping in a lessor residence district in which the display of the flashing

than45 mile per hour speed zone.

b. At the point of loading or unloading, bring the bus
to a stop, extinguish the flashing amber warning lights,
andactuate the flashing red warning lights.

c. After loading or unloading is completed and-per
sonswho must cross the highway are safely acred#y
guishthe flashing red warning lights.

SecTioN 5. 346.48 (2) (a) 3. of thstatutes is created
to read:

346.482) (a) 3. Where the curb and sidewalk are laid
on one side of the road onlthe operator shall use the
flashingred or flashing red andmber warning lights
whenloading or unloading passengers from either side.

SeCTION 6. 346.48 (2) (b) (intro.) ofhe statutes is
amendedo read:

346.48(2) (b) (intro.) School bus operators shall not
usethe flashing red or amberarning lights in:

SECTION 7. 346.48 (2) (bm) of the statutes is
amendedo read:

346.48(2) (bm) Except as provided in p#b) 2. or
unlessprohibited by municipabrdinance enacted under
5.349.21 (2), a school baperator shall use the flashing
red or ambemwarning lights as provided in pdgr) ina
zonedesignated by “school” warnirgigns as provided
in s. 118.08 (1) in which a street or highway borders the
groundsof a school whepupils or other authorized pas
sengersre loaded or unloaded directly from or onto the
school grounds orthat portion of the right-of-way
betweerthe roadway and the school grounds.

SecTION 8. 346.48 (2) (c) of thetatutes is amended
to read:

redor ambemvarning lights on the school bus is not-per
mitted,the operator shall pass atafe distance to the left
of the school bus and shall not turn to the right in front of
theschool bus at that intersection.

SecTioN 10. 346.51 (1) (a) of the statutes is amended
toread:

346.51(1) (a) An unobstructed width of at least 15
feetupon the roadway of such highway must be left eppo
site such standing vehicle for the free passage of other
vehicles. This section shall not apply to a school bus
whenthe school bus is loading anloading pupils or
otherauthorized passengextereredlashing-signated
warninglights are used as required by s. 346.48 (2).

SecTioN 11. 347.25 (2) of the statutes is amentizd
read:

347.252) No person may operate a schoolwhgch
is painted as provided in s. 347.44 unless it is equipped
with flashing-red-signaland-witha 360—degree flashing
white strobe light having a flashrate of 60 to 120 per-min
uteand either flashing red warning lights or flashiad
andamber warning lights The secretary shalrescribe
rulesfor the type, installation, operation and light output
brilliance of the -sighalsandlights required under this
subsection.No vehicle may be equipped with-sylesh
ingred-signals-and ghewarning andstrobe-lightights
requiredunder this subsectiamless it also is painted as
providedin s. 347.44.

SecTioN 12. 349.21 (1) of the statutes is amentted
read:

349.21(1) Thegoverning body of any town, cjtyil-
lageor county may by ordinangeovide for the use of

346.48(2) (c) When a school bus is being used on a flashingred or ambewarning lights by school bus opera

highway for purposes other than those specified in s.
340.01(56) (a) and (am), the flashing red or ambarn

ing lights shall not be used, and all markings orfitbiet
andrear of the bus indicating it is a school bus sbell
removedor completely concealed; except that any time
amotor vehicle is equipped as provideater ss. 347.25
(2) and 347.44 and is transporting children for poy

pose the school bus markings may remain unconcealed

andthe flashing red-signafs amber warning lightsay

be used aprovided in this section and when so used, sub.

(1) applies to operators of other motor vehicles.
SecTION 9. 346.48 (3) of the statutes is amended to
read:
346.48(3) If the operator of a motor vehicterer
takesa school bus which istopped and is loading or

torsin a residence or business district when pupils or
otherauthorized passengers are to be loaded or unloaded
ata location at which there are no fi@bignals and such
personsmust cross the street or highway before being
loadedor after being unloaded.

SecTION 13. 349.21 (2) of the statutes is amentied
read:

349.21(2) Thegoverning body of any town, cjtyil-
lage or county mayby ordinance, prohibit the use of
flashingred_or ambewarning lights by school bus opera
tors when pupils or other authorized passengers are
loaded or unloaded directly from or onto the school
groundsor that portion of the right—-of-way between the
roadwayand the school grounds in a zone designated by
“school” warning signs as provided in sl8l08 (1) in

unloadingpupils or other authorized passengers at anwhich a street or highway borders the grounds of a

intersectioron the right side of a roadway in a business

school.




