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percent. For vehicles operating under an overweight or oversize permit, DOT may 
also waive the requirement, for issuance of certain permits, that the load being 
transported be nondivisible. 

Under this bill, during an energy emergency, DOT, after consultation with 
DOA, may authorize motor vehicles that have a gross weight of 26,000 pounds or less 
and that are transporting propane or heating oil for delivery to residences, 
businesses, or other end users to exceed posted special weight limits that have been 
imposed in connection with the thawing of frozen highways. A person operating a 
motor vehicle under this authorization must, to the extent practicable, deliver 
propane or heating oil at times of the day when the highways used are the least 
vulnerable. 

Under current law, if any bill introduced in either house of the legislature 
directly or indirectly establishes an exception to vehicle weight limitations, DOT 
must prepare a report, containing specified information, relating to the bill within 
six weeks after the bill is introduced and before any vote is taken on the bill. This 
bill directs DOT not to prepare such a report on this bill. 

For further information see the state and local fiscal estimate, which will be 
printed as an appendix to this bill. 

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do 
enact as follows: 

1 SECTION 1. 348.17 (1) of the statutes is amended to read: 

2 348.17 (1) No person, whether operating under a permit or otherwise, shall 

3 operate a vehicle in violation of special weight limitations imposed by state or local 

4 authorities on particular highways, highway structures or portions of highways 

5 when signs have been erected as required by s. 349.16 (2) giving notice of such weight 

6 limitations, except when the vehicle is being operated under a permit expressly 

7 authorizing such weight limitations to be exceeded or is being operated as authorized 

8 under sub. (4), 

9 SECTION 2. 348.17 (4) of the statutes is created to read: 

10 348.17 (4) During an energy emergency, after consulta tion with the 

11 department of administration, the department may authorize motor vehicles that 

12 have a gross weight of 26,000 pounds or less and that are transporting propane or 




