2013 Senate Joint Resolution 47

ENROLLED JOINT RESOLUTION

Relating to: commending the life and military service of Major Thomas C fi@rfetired), U.S.
Army Air Corps.

Whereas;Thomas C. Grffn was born inGreen BayWisconsin, to Jane and John @nifon
July 10, 1916, and passed away on February 26, 2013, in Gogarsfip, Ohio; and

Whereas;Thomas grewup during the Great Depression, witnessing his fegherdworking
spirit anddrive to never go without, influencing a young Thomas to live a life of dedication and hard
work; and

Whereas,Thomas was fascinated throughout his childhood with aviation heroes Charles
Lindberghand James Doolittle, leading him to attend college and join the Reséinar Ofaining
Corps(ROTC); and

Whereas, Thomas’ROTC experience led him to grow fonder of aviation and increased his
desire to serve his country; and

Whereas,upon graduation, Thomas was commissioned a second lieutenant in the United
StatesArmy Coast Atrtillery Corps, later volunteering for aviation cadet training and subsequently
beingrated as a navigator and recommissioned in the Army Air Corps, 17th Bomb Group; and

WhereaslLt. Griffin was reassigned to Eglin Field, Florida, where he ddother aviators
wereasked to volunteer for a classified mission, about which they were provided no details; and

Whereasthe mission, now named “Specfaliation Project #1,” consisted of intense training
includinglearning how to take bin a B-25 in 250 feet or less, a feat that was never accomplished
beforeon a fully loaded bomber; and

Whereas,Lt. Griffin and his fellow aviators, upon completion of special trainingre
reassignedo the Navys newest carriethe USSHornet, to carry outheir mission, which was now
disclosedas bombing dkyo; and

Whereaspn April 18, 1942, at 0820, Lieutenant Colonel Jimmy Doolittle led the first of 16
B-25soff the deck of thédornet, including Lt. Grifin’s B-25, the Whirling Dervish; and

Whereasthe distance to Japan was 650 nautical miles (300 miles longer than planned), yet
the 16 B—25sknown as the Doolittle Raiders continued with their mission at great personal risk,
carryingout a successful bombing campaign okyb; and

Whereasl.t. Griffin’s crew upon completion afhe bombing run, turned toward China with
the anticipation of landing safelfut instead crash—landed behind enemy lines, where they would
stayfor seven days; and

Whereaslt. Griffin, upon leaving China, was reassigned to a B—26 dnetlve European
theaterof war, conducting bombing missions over northern Africa and Italy; and

Whereas, Lt. Grifn’s B—26 was shot dowoy German aircraft over Sicily on July 4, 1943;
and

Whereasl.t. Griffin was captured by German forces oncevias on the ground, and was held
atthe Stalag Luft lll prisoner—of-war camp for the next 22 months; and



UUNILLT 1Ay, tCdullllly 1uvy Uit Luuiaytc aliu aululio Ul A 1Tvv Lall Liidllytc uic vt auro e

of an entire country; nowherefore, be it

Resolved by the senate, the assembly concurring, That the legislature salutes Thomas
Griffin’s military service and mourns his passing.
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