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Knowledge Tests for  
CDL Applicants who hold a 

Military CDL 

 

Under prior law, veterans holding a military commercial driver license (CDL) were able to 

convert it to a Wisconsin CDL without taking the knowledge and skills tests that other applicants must 

take.  This is similar to how Wisconsin treats the application of a person holding a CDL from another 

jurisdiction. 

To comply with federal law, the Act requires a person holding a military CDL to take applicable 

knowledge tests to obtain a Wisconsin CDL, unless the applicant is exempt from, or eligible for a waiver 

of, the knowledge tests under federal law. 

Effective date and initial applicability:  The Act took effect on December 15, 2013 and first applies to 

applications for commercial driver licenses received by the Wisconsin Department of Transportation on 

that date. 

Prepared by:  Michael Queensland, Staff Attorney January 9, 2014 
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