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CHAPTER 7
ELECTION OFFICIALS; BOARDS; SELECTION AND DUTIES; CANVASSING
SUBCHAPTERI 7.36 Chief inspectdss duties.
SELECTION AND DUTIES 7.37 Inspectors’ duties.
7.03 Compensation of electionfifials and trainees. 7.38 Vacancies after nomination.
7.08 Government accountability board. 7.40 Sample ballots.
7.10 County clerks. 7.41 Public’s right to access.
7.11 Menominee county; town elections. SUBCHAPTER Il
7.15 Municipal clerks. o CANVASS OF RETURNS AND CERFICATION
7.20 Board of election commissioners. 750 Elector intent
7.21 Election commissioners, duties and regulations. 7'51 Local board (;f canvassers
7.22 Municipal board of election commissioners. : - ; : . .
7.23 Destruction of election materials. 7.515  Counting of certain absentee ballots received after election day
7.04 Title to election materials. 7.52 Canvassing of absentee ballots.
7.25 Voting machine dicials’ duties. 7.53 Municipal canvass.
7.30  Appointment of election ditials. 7.54  Contested elections.
7.31 Training and certification of chief inspectors. 7.60 County canvass.
7.315  Training of other election &€ials. 7.70 State canvass.
7.32 Change of election 6i€ial numbers. 7.75 Presidential electors meeting.
7.33 Service as an electionfizfal. 7.80 Notice of election.

NOTE: 2005 Ws. Act 451, which made major revisions to the electioaws,
including to Chapter 7, contains an extensive jgfatory note explaining the
changes.

Cross-reference: See definitions in $.02

municipalities within a county utilize the locatidhe compensa
tion shall be paid by the county

(d) Except as otherwise provided in.faj, special registra
tion deputies appointed under6s55 (6) special voting deputies
appointedunders.6.875 (4)and oficials and trainees who attend
training sessions under 8.15 (1) (e)or7.25(5) may also be com
pensatedy the municipality where they serve at the option of the
municipality.

(2) The amount of compensation of electioricls, when
7.03 Compensation of election officials and trainees. authorizedor required, shall be fixed by the appropriate county
(1) (a) Except as authorized under this paragraph, a reason@blgrd of supervisors, municipal governing bedy municipal
daily compensation shall be paid to each inspectoting boardof election commissioners in cities over 500,000 pepula
machinecustodian, automatic tabulating equipmeathnician, tion. The board shall fix the amount to be paid any person
memberof a board of canvassers, messenged tabulator who employedto perform duties for thetate. If the board employs an
is employedand performing duties under cbdo12. Daily com  individual to performduties which are the responsibility of a

pensatiorshall also be provided to inspectors and inspé@d¥  countyor municipality the board shall chge the expense to the
eesfor attendance at training programs conducted by the bogglinty or municipality

andmunicipal clerks undess.7.31and7.315 Alternatively such  pigiory: 1973 c. 334.57: 1977 c. 394427, 1979 c. 89260, 311, 355 1983 a.
electionofficials and trainees may be paid by the hetia propor 484 1985 a. 3041987 a. 11, 391; 1993 a.399 2001 a. 16109, 2003 a. 1432005
tionaterate for each hour actually worked. Any electiofical 2 451
or trainee may choose to volunteer his or her services by fiIingO . » .
with the municipal clerk of the municipality in which he or shé-08 Government accountability board. In addition to its
servesa written declination to accept compensation. The volufuties for ballot arrangement under ch.and date and notice
teerstatus of the electionfafial or traineeremains dective until  fequirementsinder ch10, the board shall:
the oficial or traineefiles a written revocation with the municipal (1) ELECTIONFORMS,VOTING APPARATUS. (&) Prescribe all ff
clerk. cial ballot forms necessary under chgo 12 and revise the 6f
(b) Except as provided in pgbm), any compensation owed c!al ballot forms to hg(monize .with legislation and the currdint of
shallbe paid by the municipality in which the election is held;ial status of the political partieghenever necessarfrhe board
exceptthat any compensatigrayable to a technician, messengeghallinclude on each ballot form, in the spémeofficial endorse
tabulator,or member of the board of canvassers who is employ@gnt,markings or spaces for identifying a ballot as an overvoted
to perform services for the county shall be paid by the caamtdy ballot, a duplicate overvoted ballot, a damabatiot, or a duphi
compensationpayable to anymessenger or tabulator who iscatedamaged ballot, and for writing an identifying serial number
employedto perform services for the state shall be paid by tAde board shall provide one copy of each ballot form without
board. chargeto each county and municipal clerk and board of election
(bm) Whenever a special election is callgda county or by c_ommissio.n_ers.The bpard shaﬂistribqte or arrange for distribu
aschool districta technical college district, a sewerage distriction of additional copies. The prescribed forms shall be substan
asanitary district, or a public inland lake protection and rehabilittally followed in all elections under chsto 12,
tion district, the county or districthall pay the compensation of (b) Prescribe the necessary standard sample forms and ballot
election officials performing duties irthose municipalities, as containerdo make the canvass, returns, statements and tally sheet
determinedunder sub(2). statementsor all elections the results of which are reportable to
(c) If a central counting location serving more than one munithe board under /.60 (4) (a) and all other materials as it deems
ipality is utilized under s7.51 (1) the cost of compensation ofnecessaryo conduct the elections. The sample forms siadl
electionofficials at the location shall be proportionately dividedain the necessary certificates of the inspectors and canvassers
betweenthe municipalities utilizing the location, excepat if all  with notes explaining their use and statutory basis.

SUBCHAPTERI
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(c) Prescribe forms required by 624 (3)and(4), 6.30(4), affectedcounties and municipalities #nsure compliance with
6.33(1),6.40 (1) (a)6.47 (1) (am) 2and(3), 6.55 (2) and6.86 the standards. Each county and municipality shall comply with
(2) to(3). All such forms shall contain a statement of the penalany order received under this subsection.
app|icab|et0 false or fraudulent I’.egistration or V0t|ng through use (8) ELECTORSVOTING WITHOUT PROOFOFRESIDENCEORIDENTI-
of the form. Forms are not required to be furnished by the boatharion orPURSUANTTO COURTORDER. Prescribe a writtenotice

(d) Promulgate rules for the administration of the statutogy be distributed to electors who vote unde®.86 or 6.97 that
requirementgor voting machines and electronic voting systemiaforms an elector hovio obtain information regarding whether
andany other votingapparatus which may be introduced in thigis or her vote hadeen counted, and if the vote will not be
statefor use at elections. Pursuant to such responsiliiiéyboard counted the reason that the vote will not be counted.
may obtain assistance from competent persons to check E%%

: 10) DOMESTIC ABUSE AND SEXUAL ASSAULT SERVICE PROVID-
machinessystems and apparatus and approve for use those tyRes pyide to each municipal clerk, on a continuous basis, the

meeting the statutory requirements and shall establish reasonggq o4 addresses ofgamizations that are certified under s.
compensatiorfor persons performing dutlmfjer this paragraph. 49.165(4) (a)or 165.93 (4) (a}o provide services to victims of

(2) CermiFEDLISTS. (@) As soon as possible after the closingiomesticabuse or sexual assault.
datefor filing nomination papers or after the canvass ofptie
maryvote, but no later than the deadlines establishedli.@6
transmitto each county clerkeertified list of all candidates on file
in its office for whichelectors in that county may vote. The lis, ¢ o S Lo e
shall designate the order afrangement and contain each candf1€ir availability to respond to inquiries from local electiofi-of
date’sfirst name, middle initial or initials and lasame, unless the CiaIS for éach statewide election and each recount in progress.
candidateon his other nomination papers or declaration of candi_ (12) ASSISTANCE IN OBTAINING PROOF OF IDENTIFICATION.
dacyspecifies that the middle initial be deleted, that a full middlengagein outreach to identify and contact groups of electors who
nameor former legal surname be substitutedtfer middle initial, may need assistance in obtaining or renewing a document that
thatan initial be substituted for the candidatfifst name or that constitutesproof of identification for voting and provide assist
anickname be substituted for a first or middle name or for a fi@aceto the electors in obtaining or renewing that document.
initial or middle initial or initials, but no other abbreviations Oroi;igg)z{yiz%gfg%g' 24;2911977732%0333(}95871 19;5; 7‘31.9885393, %@531%%? c.lzz%
titles are permitted. The list shall also include each candiatg®/ 394 427, e » 200 311, 1981 c. 3771983 a. ] a.
residenceand post-dice address: the bee for which the person 25.°o0 4565 & M85 & 162 1997, 271560 8 40108 201
is a candidate; and, the party or princifhle candidate represents 201 a. 2332, 45, 75, 227 2013 a. 179323
if any in 5 words or less. Names of candidates nominated under
s.7.380r8.35shall be certified by the board upon filiofithe nee  7.10 County clerks. (1) ELECTION SUPPLIESAND BALLOTS.
essarypapers with it. At any time prior to an election, the boar@) Each county clerk shall provide ballots for every election in
may transmit an amended certification if a candidditss or is thecounty for allnational, state and countyfioés, including met
determinechot to qualify for ballot placement. ropolitan sewerage commission elections unde?00.09 (1)

(b) The certified list of candidates for president and vice pre§pm). for municipal judges elected unde755.01 (4)and for state
dentnominated at a national convention by a party entitled to2ad county referenda. Thefiofal and sample ballots shall be pre
partisanprimary ballot or for whom electors have been nominatétredin substantially the same form as those prescribed by the
under s8.20shall be sent as soon as possible after the closing deg@érdunder s7.08 (1) (a)
for filing nomination papers, but no later than the deadlines-estab (b) The county clerk shall supply §iafent election supplies
lishedin s.10.06 for national, state and county electionsrionicipalities within the

(d) As soon as possible after the last3day inJanuary of each county. The election supplies shall be enclosed in the spaleéd
yearin which there is a presidential election, the board shall-tramgecontaining the dicial ballots and delivered to the municipal
mit to each county clerk a certified list of candidates for presidesierk.
who have qualified to have their names appear on the presidentiajc) With county board approval any county clerk may purchase
preferenceprimary ballot. or print the oficial forms of nomination papers for distributitm

(3) ELECTIONMANUAL. Prepare and publish separate from thany person at cost or free.
electionlaws an election manual written so as to be easily under (q) The county clerk may receive and store any unused ballots
stoodby the generapublic explaining the duties of the electionyfieran election upon request of amynicipal clerk of a muniei

officials, togethemith notes and references to the statutes as hgjity within the countyand may destroy such ballots pursuant to
boardconsiders advisable. The election manual shall: s.7.23 (1) (am)

(a) Be compiled by the board. (2) PrePARINGBALLOTS. Thecounty clerk shall prepare copy
~(b) Emphasize the fact that electiofficifils should help, not for the oficial ballots immediately upon receipt of the certified list
hinder,electors in exercising their voting rights. of candidates’ names from the board. Names certified by the

(c) Be subject to periodic review and revision whegessary boardshall be arranged in the order certified. The county clerk

(4) ELecTioNLAws. Publish the election laws. The board shagihallplacethe names of all candidates filed in the cleddice or
sell or distribute or arrange for the sale or distribution of copies egrtified to the clerk by the board on the proper ballot or ballots
the election laws to county and municipal cledssd boards of underthe appropriate &ite and party titles. The county clerk
electioncommissioners and members of the public. shall prepare apecial ballot under .60 (8)showing only the

(5) DisTRICT MAPS. Distribute, upon requesind free of candidatesn the presidential preference primary
chargeto any candidate for representative in Congress, state sen(3) TIME SCHEDULE. (&) The county clerk shall distribute the
ator, or representative to the assembly a copy of the map or mhp#otsto the municipal clerks no later than 48 days before each
receivedunder s16.96 (3) (b)showing district boundaries. partisanprimary and general election and no later than 22 days

(6) ENFORCEMENT OF FEDERAL VOTING SYSTEM STANDARDs. beforeeach other primary and election, except thatclerk shall
Following each general electioaudit the performance of eachdistributethe ballotsunder sub(2) for the presidential preference
voting system used ithis state to determine the error rate of thprimary no later 48 daysefore the presidential preference- pri
systemin counting ballots that are validly cast by electors. If theary. Election formsprepared by the board shall be distributed
errorrate exceeds the rate permitted under standards of the fedatrtile sameime. If the board transmits an amended certification
electioncommissiorin effect on October 29, 2002, the board shalinder s7.08 (2) (a)or if the board or a court orders a ballot error
take remedial action and order remedial actiorbotaken by to be corrected unders.06 (6)or5.72 (3)after ballots have been

(11) COORDINATION WITH AND ASSISTANCE TO LOCAL OFFF
ciALs. Allocate and assign didient members of its stifo coor
finatetheir activities with local election &tials and maintain
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distributed,the county clerk shall distriburrected ballots to hasrequested that ballot no later than the 47thtddgre the pres
the municipal clerks as soon as possible. idential preference primary if the request is made beforeddmat
(b) The county clerk shall distribute an adequsateply of sep  Or. if the request is not made before that, deishin oneday of the
aratelywrapped dicial ballots to each municipal clerk so thetime the request is received.
municipal clerk may supply ballots to absent elector applicants. (d) Prepare the necessary notices and publications in connec
Theremaining ballots shall be sent in separately sqzdellages tion with the conduct of elections or registrations.
clearly designating the ward for which each is intended and the (e) Train election dficials in their duties, calling them together
approximatenumber of ballots of each kind enclosed. wheneveradvisable, advise them of changes in laws, rules and
(4) ResoLvING NoTICE DouBTs. When in doubt as to com proceduresffecting the performancef their duties, and adminis
pliancewith the statutory requirements for election notices or ther examinations asuthorized under §.30 (2) (c) The training
correctfees to be paid for them, the county clerk may consult tehall conform with therequirements prescribed in rules promul
board. gatedby the board under s&.31and7.315 The clerk shall assure
(6) MuNICIPAL JUDGE; CERTIFIED LIST. If candidates for the thatofficials who serveat polling places where an electronic-vot
office of a municipal judge who is elected unders5.01 (4¥ile ing system isused are familiar with the system and competent to
nominationpapers in the &ite of the county clerk and any munic instructelectors in its proper us&he clerk shall inspect systemat
ipality served by the judge prepares its own ballots for votirigally and thoroughly the conduct of elections in tignicipality
machinesor an electronic voting system, the county clerk shadb that elections are honestleficiently and uniformly con
certify to the municipal clerk of that municipality the names of theucted.

candidates for judge as soon as possible after the last ddinépr ~ (f) Dischage election dfcials for improper conduct or willful
nominationpapers and after certificatidy the county board of neglectof duties.

canvassersf the results of any primary election. (9) Report suspected election frauds, irregularities or viola
(7) VoTerepucaTioN. Each county clerk shall assist the boarélons of which the clerk has knowledge to the district attorney for
in conducting educationgrograms under $.05 (12)to inform  the county where the suspected activity occurs and to the board.
electors about the voting process. NOTE: Par. (g) is amended eff. 1-1-16 b3013 Wis. Act 148to read:
(8) FREE ELECTION INFORMATION EXCHANGE. Each county (9) In the manner prescribed by the board, eport suspected election frauds,
clerk shall assist the board and municipkdrks in maintaining irregularities, or violations of which the clerk has knowledge to the district attor
toll-free telephone lines and other free access systems und%ﬁgor the county where the suspected activity occurs and to the board. The

. . - rd shall annually report the information obtained under this paragraph to
5.05(13) for exchange of voting information. the legislature undeyr S_p13_172 Q. paragrap

(9) TRAINING OFELECTIONOFFICIALS. Each county clerk shall  (h) Review examine and certify the digiency and validity
assistthe board in the training of electiorfiofals under s5.05  of petitions and nomination papers.

). ) (i) Direct how and when to destroy the contents of the blank
(10) INFORMATION TOBOARD. Each county clerk shall provide pallot boxes and unused election materials.

to:_h:e bo?gglangozf;;r?;)altg;g rezt:;lslegs;?(’ed ;232?37(714)3% s () Send an absentee ballot automatically to each elector and
istory: c. . c. C. 57 c. 53, ; i

1977 . 4271979 ¢. 221960, 311, 355 1981 c. 3771983 A 4841985 a 89304  Sendor transmit an absentee ballot to each military electsr

1991a. 3161999 a. 156.672 1999 a. 1822001 a. 1072003a. 2652005 a. 451 definedin s.6.34 (1) (a) and each overseas elects defined in

2011a. 4575, 165 S.6.34 (1) (b) making an authorized request therefor in accord

ancewith s.6.22 (4) 6.24 (4) (c) or6.86 (2)or (2m).

(k) Reassign inspectors appointed to serve at one polling place
another polling place within thaunicipality whenever neces
saryto assure adequatafing at all polling places. No such reas
signmentmay have the &fct of eliminating representation at a
polling place by one of the political partiestitied to nominate

7.15 Municipal clerks. (1) SUPERVISE REGISTRATION anp  INSPectorsunder s7.30 (2) (a) N

ELECTIONS. Each municipal clerk has clgarand supervisioof (Im) ATTEND TRAINING. Each municipal clerk shall, at least
electionsandregistration in the municipalityThe clerk shall per onceevery 2 years, attend a training program sponsored by the
form the followingdutiesand any others which may be necessaf§oardunder ss7.31and7.315

7.11 Menominee county; town elections. The clerk shall
preparea ballot distinguishing between supervisors elected at
largeand by ward in any countyaving only one town with a part
of the county board members elected by wards.

History: 1971 c. 304.29 (2} 1973 c. 334

to properly conduct elections or registration: (2) MuniciPAL ELECTION DUTIES. (@) In municipal elections,
(a) Equip polling places. the municipal clerks shall perform the duties prescribed for county
(b) Provide for the purchase amdaintenance of election clerksby _5-7-10 _ o

equipment. (b) Cities over 500,000 population may prepare their ofim of

(c) Prepare ballots for municipal elections, and distribute b%l&ﬂ and sample ballots. ffial ballots not utilized agbsentee
lots and provide other supplies for conducting all electioFise allopsshall be printed so they are ready at least 2 days before the
municipal clerk shalldeliver the ballots to the polling placeselection.
beforethe polls open. (c) With the consent of the county clerk, municipalities may
(cm) Prepare ditial absentee ballots for delivery étectors Preparetheir own ballots whenever voting machines or electronic
requestinghem, and except as provided in this paragraph, seYRfing systems areised in elections where candidates for both
anofficial absentee ballot to each elector who has requested a (242! offices and national, state or countiads appear on the bal
lot by mail, and to each military electas defined in $.34 (1) lot. This paragraph does not apply to cities under(par
(a), and overseas electas defined in $.34 (1) (b) who has (d) Whenever the governing body of any municipality submits
requested ballot by mail, electronic mail, or facsimile transmisany question to a vote of the electors or whenever a proper recall
sionno later than the 47th day before each partisan primary gretitionand certificate are filed under®10, the municipatlerk
generalelection and no later than the 21st day before each otkballissue a call for the election and prepare and distribute ballots
primary and election if the request is made befbed day; other asrequired in the authorization of submission or as provided in
wise, the municipal clerk shall send or transmit afic@l absen  9.10 The date of theeferendum shall be fixed by the municipal
teeballot within one day of the time the elec¢torequest for such clerk or board of election commissioners unless otherwise pro
aballot is received. The clerk shall send or transmit an absent@ied by law or unless the governing body fixedate. The ballot
ballot for the presidential preference primary to each elector wkar any referendurshall conform to $5.64 (2) If there is already
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anofficial municipal referendum ballot for the election, thees counted,and if the vote will not be counted, the reason that it will
tion may appear on the same ballot. not be counted.

(2m) OPERATION OF ALTERNATE ABSENTEEBALLOT SITE. In a (13) INFORMATION TOBOARD. Each municipal clerk shall pro
municipality in which the governing body has electe@s$tablish vide to the board any information requested undérGs (14)
an alternate absentee ba”Ot S|te urEiél’855 the mun|C|pa| C|6I’k (14) VOT|NG ACCOMMODATIONS FOR INDIVIDUALS WITH DIS-
shalloperate such site as though it were his or tixedbr absen  ag) imiES, Each municipal clerk shall make reasonablerts to
tee ballot purposes and shall ensure that such site is adequaggbnply with requests for voting accommodations made by indi
staffed. vidualswith disabilities whenever feasible.

(3) BALLOT suPPLY; SAMPLE BALLOTS. (a) Wherevoting (15) PROVIDE NOTICE OF OUTSTANDING PROVISIONAL BALLOTS.
machinesare used or where electronic voting systems args soon as possiblter the closing hour for all polling places in
employed,the municipal clerk shall provide at least 2 duplicatg,e mynicipality on election night, the municipal clerk shall post
sampleballots for each ward idiagram form showing the board g his or her dice andon the Internet at a site announced by the

or screen inside each voting machine or the front of each balloifsk pefore thepolls open, and shall make available to any person

it will appear in the voting machines or booths on election da)(;ponrequest, a statementib number of electors who have cast

_(b) Sample ballots and voting machine ballots shall be fusrovisionalballots at the election in the municipality that cannot
nishedto the oficials in theward or election district at least onepe counted as of thatiosing hour because the electors have not
day before each election. satisfiedrelevant voting requirements.

(4) RECORDINGELECTORS. Except as authorized :16.33 (5) History: 1971 c. 304.29 (2) 1973 c. 33%.57, 1975 c. 85%s.50, 65; 1975 c.

(), within 30 days after each election, the municipal cvall 27591212933377 £ 2831977 30(-)4319945-754:3%%717939 42714;1271,9199179 Céfﬁi%%g li%é
H : H " a. 4% a. sz a. a. a. a.
enteron the registration list under the name of each elector of ﬁy%l A, 1620033, 2652005 a. 4512007 &, 12011 8, 2345, 75, 115 2013 a. 148

municipalitywho has voted at the election an indication ofidute
of the election in which the elector voted. 7.20 Board of election commissioners. (1) A municipal

(5) RecorpoFBALLOTS RECEIVED. Each municipal clerk shall boardof election commissioners shall be established in every city
keepa record of when and in what condition the packages centaiwver 500,000 population. A county board of election commis
ing the ballots were receivdtbm the county clerk. The munici sionersshall be established in every county over 750,000 pepula
pal clerk shall deliver to the properfioials the unopened pack tion.

agesof ballots the day before the election. (2) Eachboard of election commissioners shall consis8 of

(6) SussTiITuTEBALLOTS. (@) The municipal clerk shall pro memberseach member being chosen from lists of at least 3 names
vide substitute paper ballos substantially the form of the origi each, selectedand approved by the county committee of the 2
nal ballots whenever the necessary original ballots arélelot  political parties receiving the most votes for governor in the
eredto the municipalityare destroyed, are lost or stolen afteountyin the case of the county boartielection commissioners,
delivery,are not ready for distribution or the supply is exhausteghdreceiving the most votes for governor in the city in the case
during polling hours. The municipal clerk may also provide-sulof the city board of election commissioners, in the last general
stitutepaper ballots, together with ballot boxes and voting boothgection. The county executive, for the county board of election
whenevera votingmachine or electronic voting system is-rencommissionersshall select from the list 2 persons from the major
deredinoperable by a malfunctionhich occurs within 24 hours ity party and one person from the next highest party in the county
of the time setor opening of the polls. Paper ballots may be caghe mayor for the city board of election commissioners, shall
only in accordance with the procedures prescribed i6.86.(2)  selectfrom the list 2 persons from the majority party and one per
and7.37 (4) sonfrom the next highest party in the city

(b) Upon receiving the substitute paper ballots accompanied(3) The persons chosen shall be qualified electors and resi

by a statement made under oath by the municipal clerk that the Baintsof the stateand county and, for the city board of election
lots have been prepared and furnished by the clerk to replace dBgmissionersof the city

i%rlglnal E‘allots WPIC{H re not te-l vallablte, or tﬁ&bgtltute forda-v%t (4) Beforebeginning their duties as electicommissioners
INg Machne or e1ectronic voting system Whitas been rendere eachappointee shall take and file thdiciil oath.

inoperableby amalfunction which occurred within 72 hours of . _ .
thetime set for opening dhe polls, the election fifials shall use  (5) Eachboard of election commissioners shall choose its own
the substitute ballots in the same manner as if they had been oﬁ@alrperson.An act of a majority of the board is aet of the

nal ballots. board.

(7) REQUESTCANVASS ASSISTANCE. The municipal clerkmay  (6) Theelection commissioners shall not hold any other pub
requestll election oficials to assist the inspectors in canvassindg office and are ineligible for any appointive or elective public
the votes received at the respective polling places. office, except the dice of notary public, during their term.

(8) RESOLVING NOTICE DOUBTS. When in doubt as to com (7) Theterm of ofice shall be 4 years, and until successors
pliancewith the statutory requirements for election notices or tk@vebeen commissioned and qualified, beginning on July 1 each
correctfees to be paid for them, the municiplirk may consult Year following a presidential election. ~Successors shall be
the board. appointedthe same way

(9) VoTeREDUCATION. Each municipal clerk shall assist the3 History: 1973 c. 3341975 c. 1241983 a. 484.172 (1) 1993 a.184 2013 a.

. ; e 73
board in conducting educationatogramsunder s5.05 (12)to

inform electors about the voting process. 7.21 Election commissioners, duties and regulations.
(10) FREEELECTIONINFORMATION EXCHANGE. Each municipal (1) All powers and duties assignamdthe municipal or county

clerk shall assist the board in maintaining toll-free telephone lineferk or themunicipal or county board of canvassers underghs.

andany other free access systems und&i0& (13)for exchange to 12 shall be carried out by the municimalcounty board of elec

of voting information. tion commissioners or its executive diregtonlessspecifically
(11) TRAINING OF ELECTION OFFICIALS. Each municipal clerk retainedor assigned in this section or7s22
shalltrain election dicials under ss7.31and7.315 (2) The county clerk shall serve as executive director of the

(12) FREE VOTE COUNTING INFORMATION. Each municipal countyboard of election commissioners. The clerk shall perform
clerk shall maintain a free access information system under whighateverduties the board of election commissioners assigns to
anelector who votes under .96 or 6.97 may ascertain current him or her An executive director of the city board election
information concerning whether the elect®rvote has been commissionershall be appointed underé2.51
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(3) The board of election commissioneis authorized to unitsor compartments to a disk or other recording medium which
employ additionalclerical assistants to carry out its necessamay be erased or destroyed 22 months after the election to which
duties. The assistants’ salaries shall be fixed by the governitite data relates. The requirement to transfer data does not apply

body of the municipality or county to units or compartments for uath tabulating equipment for an
(4) Theboard of election commissioners may procure a se@lpctronicvoting system that was approved for pser to Janu
to authenticate ditial papers and documents. ary 1, 2009, and that is not used in a federal election.

(5) The city council and county board shall provideic# (h) Except as provided in p4f), ballots may be destroyed 30

spacein the city hall and county courthouse, respectiedyall —daysafter any election.
the necessary expenses, cooperate with the board of electien con(i) Official canvasses may be destroyed 10 yefies the elec
missionersprovide storage space for the election equipment atidn to which they relate.
suppliesandassist with the moving and conducting of the €lec (j) Election notices, and proofs piiblication and correspen
tionsas necessary dencefiled in connection with such notices may be destroyed one

History: 19730. 3341979 c. 891983 a. 361983 a. 484.172 (1) (2);1985a.  yearafter the date of the election to which they relate.
304ss.81, 155 1987 a. 3821999 a. 156.672 1999 a. 1822007 a. 12013 a. 373 (k) All other materials and supplies associatiti an election

7.22 Municipal board of election commissioners. Maybe destroyed 90 days after the election.

(1) Thecommon council shall determine the salaries of the elec (2) If a recount is pending or if the time allowed for filing a
tion commissioners and shall includefgiént funds in its budget recountpetition at any election or an appeal or petition for review
to allow the municipal board of election commissioners to fulfibf any recount determination or decisianan election has not
its duties. expired,no materials may be destroyed until after the recount is

(2) All expenses shall be paid upon order of the municipg@mpletedand the applicable time period has expired. In addition,
boardof election commissioners, signed by the chairperson aihdhere is litigation pending with respect to a recaatrdn elee
executivedirector and countersigned by the city comptrollEre tion, materials may be destroyed and recording units or compart
orders,made payable to persons in whimeor issued, shall be the Mentsmay be cleared or erased only by order of the court in which
vouchersfor the city treasurer for the payment of the orders. litigation is pending. Upon petition of the attorney general or a

(3) Themunicipal board of election commissioners shalt pngis_tr_icbatto][neyﬁr L:iés atéo_r neydf_or'thef&bted jlériSdiﬁtion' a cﬁfr_ q
pareand furnish copies of all registrations, books, maps, instrgit Judge for the décted jurisdiction may order that specifie

tions, and forms pertaining to the rules for registration and cofiaterialsnot be destroyed or that specified recorders, units or
ductingelections for the use and guidance of the elecffimials. compartmentsiot be cleared or erased as otherwise authorized

- . o underthis subsection until the court so permits.
(4) Themunicipal board of election commissioners staift i "1975' 3341975 c. 85200 1977 c. 394,53 1977 c. 4271979 c. 260

pile and publish a biennial report, containing election statistic§42 o4 1979 c. 31, 328 1983 a. 4845.6010 63, 174 1985 a. 3045.82, 143
andreturns of all primaries and elections held within their city ari@87 a. 3912003 a. 2652005 a. 4512009 a. 3972011 a. 23

county. Copies of the same shall be distributed to persons in s
quantitiesas the municipal board of election commissione
deemsproper

(5) Thechief of police shall station a policdficer at polling

placesdesignated by the municipal boatelection commission  forsihe egal title to such Bitial or agencyregardiess of the disf
ersfor each election.

| ciencyof the filing. The dicial or agency shall retain all election
o ictory: 1973 ¢, 3341977 ¢. 511983 2. 484.172 (1) 1985 2. 308,155 1993 maerjalsuntil destruction or other disposition is authorized under
T T s.7.23
7.23 Destruction of election materials. (1) All materials  History: 1975 c. 931979 c. 89
and supplies associated with an election, except as provide
sub.(2), may be destroyed according to the following schedu

l;594 Title to election materials. The filing of anomination
paper ballot application, financial report,fafavit, or otherform
or statementvith the appropriate 6€ial or agency responsible
for accepting such materials under éht 12 irrevocably trans

%.'.55 Voting machine officials’ duties. (1) The municipal

. . . Clerk of each municipality in which voting machines are used
(2) Except as provided in pgam), unused materials after anoqnonsibifor the proper ballot being placed on each machine,

electionand the contents of the blank ballot tadier a primary esample ballots, setting, adjusting, and putting the machine in

may be destroyed at a time and in a manner designated by ifia o use in voting when delivered to the ward. For the purpose
appropriateclerk.

. of labeling, setting, adjusting and putting treting machines in
(am) Unused ballots may be discarded or destroyed no eartigfier,one or more competent voting machstodians may be
thanthe day after the latest day for the filing opetition for a employed.
recountunder s9.01for any ofice on the ballots. (2) Underthe direction othe municipal clerk, the custodian
(c) Registration forms of electors whose registrations agall label or insert, set, adjust, pirt order and deliver the
changedo ineligible status under 8.50 (7)may be destroyed 4 machineswith all necessary furniture and appliances to the rooms
yearsafter the change, unless an elector becomes eligible aggierethe election willbe held for each ward at least one hour
duringthat period. o beforethe time set for opening the polls on election. day
(d) Except as provided in $1.21 (1) (a) financial reports  (3) In preparing a voting machine for an election according to
may be destroyed gears after the date of receipt. Financial regishe directions furnished, theustodian shall arrange the machine
tration statements may be destroyed 6 years after terminaftionand ballot so both will meet all the requirements for voting and

registration. countingthe election in the manner provided for in macltoe
(e) Poll lists created for any election may be destroyed 2&uction.
monthsafter the election at which they were created. (4) Whena voting machine is properly prepared for an-elec

(f) Except as authorized in p#g), ballots, applications for tion and delivered to the election waiidshall be locked and
absentedallots, registration forms, or other records pagers sealedagainst any movement and the governing body or kafard
requisiteto voting at any federal election, other than registratialectioncommissioners shall provide proper protectioprevent
cards, may be destroyed after 22 months. tamperingwith the machines. The custodians preparing the

(g) Detachable recording units and compartments for use wittachinesshall deliver the keys for the machines to the municipal
tabulating equipment for an electronic voting system may belerk or executive director of the board of election commissioners
clearedor erased 14 days after any primary and 21 days after 4pgetherwith a written report of each machiseondition.
otherelection. Before clearing or erasing the units or compart (5) Beforean election each electiorfiofal serving at goll-
ments,a municipal clerk shall transfer the data contained in tliveg place where voting machines are used shall be instructed in
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their use andheir duties in connection with them by the municipadeputyor is appointed to fill a vacancy under.fgaj, the clerk or
clerk, who shall call as many meetings to give instructions to tideputyclerk need not be a resident of the coumty shall be a res
electionofficials as are necessar@fficials and trainees maye identof the state. No more than 2 individuals holding tHie®f
compensatedor attendance. Any person wikoes not under of clerk or deputy clerk may serve without regard to county resi
standthe machines shall not be paid nor be allowed to serve. dencyin any municipality at any election. Special registration

(6) (@) Where voting machines are used, the electificiais  deputieswho are appointed under@55 (6)may be appointed to
for eachward shall meet at their proper polling place at least s8rvemore than one polling place. Allfafials appointed under
minutesbefore the time set for opening of the ptdiarrange the this section shall be able to read and write the English language,
voting machines and furniture to properly conduct the electiorbe capable, and be of good understanding,raag not be a candi

(b) 1. Before openinthe polls, the election fifials shall do datefor any ofice to be voted for at an election at which they
all of the following: serve. In 1st class cities, they may hold no publiicefother than

a. Compare the ballots on theachines with the sample bal Notarypublic. Except as authorizedder subg1) (b)and(4) (c),
lots furnished by the municipal clerk to ensure that the nam@}| inspectors shall beféiated with one of the 2 recognized politi
numbers,and letters on the machine ballots and sample ball§&l parties which received the ¢gast number of votes for presi
agree. dent,or governor in nonpresidential general electiears, in the

b. Examine the seal on each machine to see that the seal/¥ff§l O combination of wards served by the polling place at the
not been broken. last election. Excluding the inspector who may dgpointed

c. Examine the counter on each machine to see that e e(sub.(;) (b), the party W.hiCh received the gt numb(.er.of
counterregisters 000. votesis entitled to one more inspector than the party receiving the

2. If any counter on any machine does not register 0@, nextlargest number of votes at each polling platéhenever 2

counternumber and the number showing on the counter shall E%:I
recorded, signed by all the electiofi@als, and a copy shall be
conspicuouslyposted by the inspectors at fhalling place during
polling hours.

(c) After the inspection under p#éb), on the forms furnished,
the er:ec'[ior(]j F;ﬁdals tSha” Eertgyf the Cf?r;;jli)tion' of 3al;:h \Q;iqngmergedby the legislative eference bueau under s. 13.92 (2) (i).
o e At et ooy o osh Sacrg e (&) EXCopt a5 otherse provced n U paregraph. & pup

fication shall be delivered with each copy of the election return@h01is 16 or 17 years of age and who is enrolled in grades 9 to 12
History: 1971 c. 304.29 (2} 1977 c. 4271979 c. 31; 1985 a. 3042001 a. 107 N apublic or private school or in a tribal school, as defined in s.

2005a. 149 115.001(15m) may serve as an inspector at the polling place serv

] ) o ing the pupil’s residence, with the approval of the pupparent
7.30 Appointment of election officials. (1) NUMBER. (a) or guardian. Any pupil who has at least a 3.0 grade point average
Exceptas authorized under péb), there shall be 7 inspectds  or the equivalentay serve. In addition, a school board, govern
eachpolling place at each election. Except as authorized in pgig body of a private school, as defined in%5.001 (3d)or tribal
(b), in municipalities where voting machines are used, the munigghoolmay establish criteria for service by a pupil who does not
pal governing body may reduce the number of inspectors to 5.pAyeat least a 3.grade point average or the equivalent. A pupil
municipal governing body may provide for the appointment gfyay serve as an inspector at a polling place under this paragraph
additionalinspectors whenever more than one voting machinedgy if at least one electioofficial at the polling place other than
usedor wards are combined underssl5 (6) (b) A municipal ctéwe chief inspector is a qualified elector of this state. No pupil may
governingbody may provide by ordinance for the selection Qlo\eaq chief inspector atpolling place under this paragraph.
alternateofficials or the selection of 2 or more sets dfaudls to Beforeappointment by any municipality of a pupil asiaspector
work at diferenttimes on election dagnd may permit the muric under this paragraph, the municipal clerk shall obtain written

ipal clerk or board of election commissioners to establiardifit o : . -
. - - - . _authorizationfrom the pupils parent or guardian for the pupil to
working hours for diferent oficials assigned to the same pOIIIngservefor the election for which he or she is appointed. In addition,

place. Alternate dficials shall also be appointed in a numbef i a il does not have at least a 3.0 arade point average or the
ficient to maintain adequate siafy of polling places. Except for T & PUP! hav - grade point averag
equivalentthe municipal clerk shall obtain writterertification

inspectorswvho are appointed under pér) and oficials who are e P
appointedwithout regard to party ifation under sub(4) (c), from theprincipal of the school where the pupil is enrolled that the

additionalofficials shall be appointed in such a manner that PUPil meets any criteria established by the school board or govern
total number of dfcials is an odd number and the predominarif'd Pody for service as an inspectafpon appointment of a pupil
party under sub(2) is represented by one masficial than the to serve asn inspectgithe munmlpql clerk shall notify the princi
otherparty pal of the school where the pupil is enrolled of the name of the

(b) Each municipality may appoint one additional inspectorfbljp”.and the dat®f the election at which the pupil has been
serveat each polling place without regardptarty afiliation who ~2PPointedo serve. _ _ . _
shallserve as a greeter to answer questions and to direct electord) When a vacancy occursan ofice under this section, the
to the proper locations for registration and voting and sl vacancyshall be filled by appointment of the municipal clerk.
be available to substitute for other electiorii@éls who must Unless the vacancy occurs in the position of arspector
leavethe room during the voting process. appointedunder sub(1) (b), the vacancy shall be filled from the

(2) QUALIFICATIONS AND PROCEDURE. () Only election ¢ 'eémainingnames on the lists submitted under gdp.or from
cialsappointed under this section 06875may conduct an elec additionalnames submitted by the chairperson of the copatty
tion. Except as otherwisgrovided in this paragraph and in sscommittee of the appropriate party under suld) whenever
7.15(1) (k)and7.52 (1) (b) each electionfficial shall be a qualii namesare submitted under su@) (d). If the vacancy is due to
fied elector of a county in which the municipality where thee of candidacysickness or any other temporary cause, the appoint
cial serves is located, and each chief inspector shall be a qualifieentshall be a temporary appointment arféeifve only for the
electorof the municipality in which the chief inspector servis. electionat which the temporary vacancy occurs. The sguad
no qualified candidate for chief inspector is available or if thiicationsthat applied to original appointees shadl required of
chiefinspector is appointed to fill a vacancy under (rthe per  personswho fill vacancies except that if a municipal clerk or-dep
sonso appointed need not be a qualified elector of the municipaty clerk fills the vacancythe clerk or depufybut not more than
ity. If a municipal clerk or deputy clerk serves a®gistration a total of 2 individuals in any municipalitynay serve without

more inspectors are required to perform a function within a
ling place and both parties that are entitedubmit nominees
havedone so, the chief inspector shall assign, insofar as practica
ble, an equal number of inspectors from the nominees of each par
ty.

NOTE: Par. (a) is shown as affected b2013 Wis. Acts 147and 181 and as
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regardto the clerks or deputys county of residence, if the clerksubmitthe list. Except as provided in p@r), only thosepersons
or deputy meets the other qualifications. submittedby the chairperson of each committee und@rls may

(c) The governing body of any municipality may requite act as election Gtials. The chairperson of each committee under
personsserving as election fifials to prove theimbility to read S.8.17may designate any individual whose name is submitted
andwrite English and to have a general knowledge of the electiadirst choice nominee. The chairperson and secretary sfithe
laws. Examinations mape given to prove the qualifications carmitting committee shall sign the list.
bemet. The municipatlerk shall ensure that all training meets  b. In a city or village located in a county having a population
the training requirements prescribed in rules promulgated by tbemore than 500,000, other than a city where there is a board of
board under sg..31and7.315 electioncommissioners, if there is an aldermanic districtitage

(3) TaBuLATORS. (a) Not less than 30 dalgefore any election memberof a committee under 8.17for the ward or wards where
the governing body or board of election commissioners of ampolling place is located, the committee member shall submit a
municipality, by resolution, may authorize the municipal clerk list containing the names of nominees from the recognized-politi
executivedirector of the board of election commissioners to selezal party described under su®), represented by the committee
and employ tabulators formny election. Such authorizationmember. For inspectors to be appointed undét.52 (1) (b) the
appliesto the elections specified in the resolution, and if not specommitteemembers of the committees unde8.4.7 for the 2 ree
fied, applies until the authorization is modified or revoked.  ognizedpolitical parties described under s{®) for the munici

(b) The tabulators shall assist and be under the direction of Edity acting jointly shall submit a list containing the names of
electioninspectors after the close of the polls. nomineesrom the party represented by the committee members

(4) APPOINTMENTS. (a) Except in cities where there is a boar@f the committeesor the municipality acting jointly Nomina
of election commissioners, tmeayor president or board chair tionsfor inspectors to be appointed in a city or village where there
personof each municipality shall nominatettee governing body IS N0 aldermanic district or village committee member shal pro
no later than their last regular meeting in December of each odgedin the same manner as in a municipality locateddaunty
numberedyear the necessary electiorficiils for each polling Navinga population of 500,000 or less. The appropriate commit
placeand any election 6itials required under §.52 (1) (b) If ~t@émembercommittee members, or chairperson shall submit the
no regular meetings scheduled, the mayaqresident or chairper list to the mayarpresident, or clerk of the municipalityr to his
sonshall call a special meeting for the purpose of considerifg her agent, or shall deliver or mail the list to thicefof the
nominationsno later than December 31. municipality. If the list is submitted to the municipal clerk or his

(b) The2 dominant parties, under s), are each responsible©" her agent, the clerk shall immediately forward the list to the
for submitting a list of names from which all appointees to inspd@aYOror president. Except as provided in. gy only thoseper
tor positions, other than appointees to inspector positiattss ~ SPNSWhose names are submitted as provided in this paragraph
rized under sub(1) (b), shall be chosen. Each person submittinf}@y &ct as election fiials. The appropriate committee member
the name ofone or more nominees shall certify on his or her i[§emMitteemembers, or chairperson may designateirgiyidual
of nominations that the person has contaezh nominee whose Whosename issubmitted as a first choice nominee. The alder
nameappears on the list and that each nominee has agreed to SpR/ACdistrict or village committee member or the chairperson of
asan election dicial. The nominations shall be submitted as folth€ @ppropriate committee shall sign the list.
lows: ¢. Unless nonappointment is authorized under(parupon

1. In cities where there & board of election commissioners SUPmissiorof the lists of names as provided under siba.or

the county committee under 8.17 of each ofthe 2 recognized P- the governing body shall appoint each first choice nominee for
political parties described under sB) shall submit a certified S0long as positions to be filled from that list are available. The
list no later than November 30 of each odd-numberedogear governln_gbod_y shall appoint other nominees in its dlscretlon. If
tainingthe names afiominees from that party for each of the-votany hominee is not appointed, the mayaresident, or chairper
ing wards in the aldermanic district. For inspectors serving und@nof the municipality shall immediately nominate another per
s.7.52 (1) (b) the county committees undeiBsl7 of the 2 recog son from the appropriate listsubmitted and continue until the
nizedpolitical parties described under s(@). shall submit a certi necessaryiumber of election &tials from each party is achieved
fied list containing the names of nominees from that party who athat meeting.
to beappointed under 3.52 (1) (b) The chairperson may desig  (c) Except with respect to inspectors wdre appointed under
nateany individual whose name is submitted as a first chmoe  sub.(1) (b), for so longas nominees are made available by the
inee. The chairperson shall sign any list submitted under this sydwlitical parties under this section, appointments may be made
division. The board of election commissionatsall appoint, no only from the lists of nominees submitted under this subsection.
laterthan December 31 of odd—numbered yeargast 5 inspec  If the lists are not submitted by November 30 of the year in which
torsfor each ward. Unless nonappointment is authorized un@dgpointmentsre to be made, the board of election commissioners
par.(e), the board of election commissioners shalboint all first shallappoint, or thenayor president or chairperson of a munici
choice nominees for so long as positions are available. The bgaatity shall nominate, qualified persons whose names have not
of election commissioners shalppoint other individuals in its beensubmitted. The board of election commissioners shall give
discretionand may designate such alternate# dsems advisa priority to appointing, and the mayqresident, or chairperson of
ble. the municipality shall give priority to nominating, qualified elec

2. a. In a municipality other than a city or village located itors of the municipality for which no list of nominees was-sub
acounty having a population of more than 500,000, the commigitted. If an insuficient number of qualified electors of the
teesorganized under 8.17for each of the 2 recognized politicalmunicipality can be identified, the board of election commission
partiesdescribed under suf®) shall submit a list containing the ersmay appoint, and the maya@resident, or chairperson of the
namesof nominees from that partyrhe chairperson of each of themunicipality may nominate, qualified electors of a county within
2 committees shall submit the list to the maywesident, chair which the municipality is located. If an indigient number of
personor clerk of the municipalityor to his or her agent, or shallnomineesappears on thésts as of November 30, the board of
deliveror mail the list to the fite of the municipality If the chair  election commissioners shall similarly appoirdgr the mayar
personsubmits the list to the municipal clerk or his or her agemyesidentor chairpersomshall similarly nominate, sfifient indi-
the clerk shall immediately forward the list to the maymesi  vidualsto fill the remaining vacancies. In addition, the mayor
dent,or chairperson of the municipalityf committees are ga- presidentpr board chairperson of the municipality stsathilarly
nizedin subdivisions of a cifythe chairperson of the city commit nominatequalified persons t@erve in the inspector positions
teeshall submit the listIf there is no municipal committee, theauthorizedunder sub(1) (b). Any appointment under this para
chairpersorof the county or legislative district committee shalgraphwhich is made due to the lack of availability of names sub
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mitted under par(b) may be made without regard to partfjliaF (3) The board shall, upon application, issue certificates to

tion. qualifiedindividuals who meet the requirements to be certified as
(d) A party committee oaldermanic district or village com chiefinspectors. Each certificate shall carry an expiration date.

mitteemanor committeewoman under 8.17 may submitaddi (4) Theboard shaltequire each individual to whom a cektifi

tional names for inclusion in its ligff nominations under this sec cate is issued under this sectiomteetrequirements to maintain

tion at any time for the purpose of filling vacancies that occtiat certification. The requirements shall include a requirement

duringa term of dice. Howeveran appointment need at no timeto attend at least one training session held under(Spbvery 2

be delayed because of the lack of availabitifyparty nominees. years. The board shall renew the certificate of any individual who
(e) If an appointing authority believes that, for good causefgduestsrenewal and who meets the requirements prescribed

shouldnot appoint an individual whose name is submitted aginderthis subsection.

first choice nominee under p4b), it may request the board to  (5) The board shall conduct regular training programs to

authorize nonappointment. Theardmay permit nonappoint ensurethat individuals who are certified by the board under this

ment of an individual for cause demonstrated by an appointisgctionare knowledgeable concerning their authority and respon

authority. sibilities. The board shall pay all costs required to conduct the
(5) OaTH OF OFFICE. Within 5 days after appointment of thetraining programs from theappropriation under £20.511 (1)

election officials the municipal clerk shall give each appointeébm)-

notice. The appointees shall file thefiofal oath with the muniei History: 2001 a. 16104 2003 a. 1432005 a. 4512007 a. 1

pal clerk within 10 days after the mailing of the notice. Appoin . . o

teesto fill vacanciesor any other election fafial who has not filed 7-315 Training of other election officials. (1) (a) The

the oath, before receiving any ballots, shall sign the oath aRg@ardshall, by rule, prescribe the contents of the training that

returnit to the municipal clerk. An inspecfafter taking theath, municipal clerks must providgo inspectors, other than chief

may administer any oath required to conduct an election. ins(s)tectors,tp ?pe_cital t‘_’Otir(‘jg detputies app?igtEd dun|g§f.3875d
o andto speciaregistration deputies appointed unde an
(6) OFFICETENURE. (a) Except as provided in péam), the 6.55(6).

appointedelectionofficials shall hold dice for 2 years and until . ..

their successors are appointed and qualified. They shall aerve, (P) 1. Each inspector other than a chief inspector and each spe

everyelection held in their ward during their term oficé. cial voting deputyappointed under §.875and special registra
(am) A pupil appointed as an inspector under £ap.(am) tion deputy appointed under6.260r6.55 (6)shall view or attend

- : . at least ondraining program every 2 years. Except as provided
shallserve as an inspector only for the election for whielr she . subd.2., no individual may serve a® inspectorother than a

is appointed. Nothing in this paragraph shall be construed to Iirﬂtief inspectaras a special voting deputy unde6&75 or as a

the number of imes a pupil may be appointed as an InSpeCtorspecialregistration deputy under&260r6.55 (6)at any election

_ (b) Prior to the first election following theppointment of the njessthe individual has completed training for that election pro
inspectorsthe municipal clerk shall appoint one of the inspecto(ggeq by the municipal clerk pursuanttoles promulgated under
at each polling place, other than an inspector who is appoinigg (a) within 2 years of the date of the election.

undﬁ_r Sf“.b'(l) (k?' to tserve "’I‘s c;l_wlef mr;sp_ectdﬂto petr_?_or:j rga)t/hse[)ve 2. Only when an individual who has received training under
aschiet inspector at any election who IS not certined by the Doatf, 1 i navailable to perform his ber election duties due to
U”defs-7-31.3t the time of the_ election. The chief Inspector sh E:knessinjury, or other unforeseen occurrence may an individ
hold the position for the remainder of the term unless the inspe I who has not received training under subde appointed to

is removed bythe clerk or the inspector ceases to be certifi rveas an inspectpother than chief inspectar a specia¥oting

unders.7.31, except that whenever wards are combined or-sepg, : . ; . 9
e ; putyor special registratiodeputy The appointment of an indi
rated under $.5.15 (6) (b) the municipal clerk shall appoint vidual to serve under this subdivision shall bedm@pecific elec

anotherinspector who is certified undera31to serve as chief .. g . . .
inspectorat each pollinglace designated unders15 (6) (b) :'noc?r:tr;gr? %r:gdt'i\#%uﬁ]l ;n gzyzzraggﬁgged under this subdivision
If a vacancy occurs in the position of chief inspector at any polling (2) The boardshall, by rule rescribe requirements fand
place, the municipal clehall appoint one of the other inspectors &) =t training lreé/uired’o% unicipal gllérks undZﬁ’ﬂS

whois certified under s7.31to fill the vacancy X ) :
(©) If any election dicial appointed undethis section lacks (Im). T_hg board may prpwde such training dlr'ectly or arrange for
y PP suchtraining to be provided by othergamizations. The rules

the qualifications set forth in this section, fails to atteading ; ey -
! " ! shall provide a method for notifying threlevant municipal gov
sessionsequired under &.15 (1) (eunless excused therﬂmm’erning body if a municipal clerk fails to attend required training.

is guilty of neglecting his or herfafial duties or commits ditial 3) Theboard d d periodicallv rei o
misconductthemunicipal clerk or board of election commission _(3) Theboard may produce and periodically reissunexes
sarya video progranfor the purpose of training electiorfiofals,

ers shall summarily remove the fafial from office and the . : : - X ;
including special voting deputies and special registratiepu

vacancyshall be filled under sul§2) (b). . ) .
History: 1971 c. 2421971 . 30429 (1) (2): 1971 c. 3361973 c. 280334 ties. The board shall make any such program available for-view

1975¢. 93 101 1977 c. 394427, 447, 1979 ¢, 89260, 355 1983 a. 183484 538  INg electronically through an Internet-based system.
1985a. 1315.3, 1985 a. 304332 1987 a. 3911989 a. 192359 1995 a. 16.2,1997  History: 2005 a. 451
a. 127 1999 a. 1822001 a. 16109, 2005 a. 27149, 451; 2007 a. 962009 a. 302

2011a. 260s.81; 2013 a. 147181, 237, 5. 13.92 (2) (- 7.32 Change of election official numbers. Notwithstand

ing s.7.30 (1) (a)the governing body or board of election com

(1) Theboard shall, byule, prescribe requirements for certi\ficam'ss'om'm{.)f any _munlc:lpallty may by res_olutlon r(_edl_Jce the AuMm
ber of election diicials and modify or rescind any similprevious

tion of individuals to serve as chief inspectofiie requirements i N h act 4 th ber Gitials at
shallinclude a requirement to atteatleast one training session2C1ion. NO such action may reduce the number sata

held under sub(5) before beginning service. The requirementgcl’_:!'rt'g p'i‘;f? to;fisggar;g& 46, Stats, 1979 5. 7.32983 &, 4841985
H 5 H 5 Istory: C. 1 C. .40, Stats. S. /. a. 7 a.
shall not |n.clu.d§ taking an examlnatlon.. ' 304 2005 a. 451
(2) No individual may serve as a chief inspector at a polling Cross-reference: See also ciGAB 12, Wis. adm. code.
placein an election unless the individual is certified by the board ) ) o . .
to hold that dfice onthe date of the election at which the individ 7.33  Service as an election official. (1) In this section:

ual serves. (&) “Employee” has the meaning given undef(1.01 (3)

7.31 Training and certification of chief inspectors.
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(b) “Employer” has the meaning given undet®@1.01 (4) At the new location the inspectors shall immediately proceed with
(c) “Stateagency” has the meaning given undetG001 (1) theelection.
andincludes an authority created under sulbicbf ch. 1.4 or ch. (2) PreserVEORDER. Theinspectors shall possess full author
231, 232 233,234, or237. ity to maintain order and to enforce obedience to their lawful com
(2) Serviceas an election fitial under thischapter shall be mands during the election and the canvass of the votes. They shall
mandatoryupon all individuals appointed, during the full 2-yeapermitonly one person in a votirigpoth at a time and shall prevent
term, after which they shall be exempt from further seraian ~ any person from taking notice of how another person has voted,
electionofficial, under this chapteuntil 3 terms of 2 years eachexceptwhen assistance is given unde$.82 They shall enforce
have elapsed. Municipal clerks may grant exemptions from s&/5.35 (5)and prevent electioneering and distributiolettion—
vice at any time. relatedmaterial from taking place in violation e6.12.03and
(3) Every employer shall grant to each employee who i£2.035 If any person refuses to obey the lawful commands of an
appointedio serve agn election dicial under s7.30a leave of NSPectoror is disorderly irthe presence or hearing of the inspec
absencefor the entire 24—hour period of each election day §@rS interrupts ordisturbs the proceedings, they may order any
which the oficial serves in his or her fidial capacity An 1aW enforcement dicer toremove the person from the voting area

employeewho serves as an electiorfigital shall provide his or O {0 take the person into custody

heremployer with at least 7 days’ notice of applicafamna leave.  (3) CHECKBALLOT BOXES. Immediately before the proclama
The municipal clerk shall verify appointments upon request of atipn that the polls are open teéection inspectors shall open each
employer. ballot box in the presence of the people assembled there, turn the

(4) Exceptas otherwise provided in this subsection, dacal Poxesupside down so as @npty them of everything that may be
governmentalnit, as defined in 46.97 (7) may and each state insideand therfock them. The ballot boxes shall remain locked
agencyshall, upon proper application under (&, permit each andshall not be reopened until the polls close for the purpose of
of its employees to serve as election dicial under s7.30with-  counting the ballots therein. _ _ y
out loss of fringe benefits or seniority privileges earneddbed (4) BALLOTING PROCEDURE. At polling places which utilize
uledworking hours during the period specified in §@), without paperballots or electronic voting systems in which ballots are dis
lossof pay for scheduled working hours during the period speéfibutedto electors, 2 inspectors shall be assigned to takgehar
fied in sub.(3) except as provided in sus), and without any Of the oficial ballots. They shall write their initials on the back
otherpenalty For employees who are included in a collective ba@f each ballot and deliver to each elector as he or she enters-the vot
gainingunit for which a representative is recognizedertified ing booth one ballot properly endorsed by eacthefm. Where
undersubchyV of ch. 111, this subsection shall apply unless othePaperballots are used, the inspectors shall fold dmttot in the
wise provided in a collective bgaining agreement. propermanner to be deposited before delivering it toeleetor

(5) Any employee of a local governmental uais, defined in T @sked, inspectors may instruct any eleato the proper man
s.16.97 (7) or state agency who obtains a paid leave of abserfi&/ ©f marking the ballot, but they may not give advice, sugges
undersub.(4) in order to servas an election fial under s7.30  UONS, €xpress any preferences or make any requesisias per
shall certify inwriting to the head of the local governmental unig@nfor whom, the question on which or the ballot on which the
or state agency by which he or she is employed the amount of c&fgctorshall vote. _ _ _ )
pensationthat the employee receives for sum#rvice. Upon  (5) IMPROPERCONDUCT. Any election diicial who intention
receiptof the certificationthe head of the local governmental uniglly fails to properly endorse a ballot or who intentionaiiyes
or state agency shall deduct that amount from the emptopag’ anelector a ballot not properly endorsed shall be removed as an
earnedor scheduled working hours during theriod specified in €electionofficial.
sub.(2) when the employee is on a paid leave of absence. (6) ATTACH sTICKERS. Whenever a vacancy occurs in a nomi

(6) Eachemployer other than a state agency shall, ypoper nationafter the ballots have been printed and stickers are provided
applicationunder sub(3), permit each of its employees to servéinders.7.380or 8.35 (2) the inspectors shall, at the direction of
asan election difcial under s7.30without loss of fringe benefits the municipalclerk, properly apply the stickers to théi@él bal-
or seniority privileges earned for scheduled working hours durit@js before endorsement.
the period specified in sulf3), and shall not impose any other (7) PoLL uisTs. Two inspectors shall be assigned to have
penalty upon an employee who serves as an electifinialf chargeof the poll lists at each election.
exceptthe employer need not pay wages t@employee for time  (8) ELecTRONICVOTING SYSTEMS. Prior to the opening of the
notworked while the employee is serving as an electiioiaf  polling place, wherever electronic votisgstems employing vet

History: 1977 ¢.398 1979 c. 26(.44; Stats. 1979 5. 7.33987 a. 11,1987 a.  jng devices are usethe inspectors shall place the voting devices
391ss.37m 41g 41r, 1989 a. 565.259 1995 a. 272001 a. 16104, 109 2003 a.

33 2005 a. 335451 2009 a. 282011 a. 10 in position for voting and examine them to see that they are in
' properworking order
7.36 Chief inspector’s duties. Subject to the supervisiar (9) PosTINGSAMPLEBALLOTS. Two sample ballots sent by the

the municipal clerk oexecutive director of the board of electionmunicipalclerk shall be posted by the inspectors near the entrance
commissionersthe chief inspector shall direct the conduct ofo the polling place for public inspection throughout the. day
activitiesassigned to the inspectors at the polling place. The chief(10) ChaLLEnGED ELECTORS. If any person is challenged for
inspectorshall refer any question as to the proper procedure toQg;se the inspectors shall proceed under&82 and6.925and

employedin carrying out the inspectors’ dutiesthe municipal \yith the aid of other provisions of dbas appear applicable, shall
clerk or executive director resolvethe challenge.

History: 1985 a. 304 (11) SroILED BALLOTS. Any spoiled ballot returned to an

7.37 Inspectors’ duties. (1) ADIJOURNTO ANOTHER LOCA- inspectorunders.6.80 (2) (c)shall be immediately destroyed by
TIoN. Whenever it becomes impossible or inconvenient to hold @€ ©f the inspectors. o .
electionat the designated location, thespectors, after assem ~ (12) Canvassers. Theelection inspectors shall constitute the
bling at or as near the designated polling place as practiaatile boardof canvassers of their polling place and in that capacity shall
beforereceiving any votes, may adjourn to the nearest conveniggfformthe duties under 3.51, except as otherwise designated
placefor holding the election. Thiaspectors shall make a procla by the municipal clerk under s5.85and5.86

mationof the move and a law enforcemerftas or other proper  (13) CLosiNngoFPoLLS. For each polling place, the municipal
persondesignated by the municipal clerk shall be stationed ataerk shall designate anfafial of the municipality who shafost
asnear as possible to the place where the adjournment was mtde himselfor herself at the end of the line of individuals waiting
to notify all electors othe place to which the election adjournedto vote, if any at the time that the pollsfafially close. The ofi-
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cial may be an inspector or speaiagistration deputy appointed (2) The chief inspector or municipal clerk may restrict the

unders.6.55 (6)who serves at thaplling place, an employee of location of any individualexercising the right under sufi) to

the municipal clerk or a police fi€er. Only individuals inline certainareas within a polling place, the clexifice, oralternate

aheadof the oficial shall be permitted to vote under6s78 (4) siteunder s6.855 The chief inspector or municipal clerk shall
History: 1971 c. 304.29 (2) 1975c¢. 851977 c. 4271979 c. 260811, 3551981  Clearly designate observation areas for election observers under

€.391;,1983 a. 484s.68,69,71t073,172 (3) 1985 a. 3041989 a. 1921999 a. 182 Sub(l) The observation areas shall be lest than 3 feet from

2001a. 16 2003 a. 2652005 a. 4512009 a. 180 than 8 fedrom the table at which elect
Therequirementnder sub. (4) that each ballot be initialed by 2 inspectors is direg()r_rnore an edrom the table at which electors annou_nce

tory, not mandatorywhen the numbeof votes is equal to the number of electorstheir name and address to issued a voter number at the polling

Rothv. LaFage School District Board of Canvasset801 WI App 221247 Wis. i i

50 706 63 NLV2d 882 010160 place,office, or alternatesite and notlless than 3 feet from nor

morethan 8 feet from the table at which a person may register to

7.38 Vacancies after nomination. (1) Except as provided Voteat the poliing place, dée, or alternate site. Trabservation

in sub.(4), after the death of a candidate nominated for a partisafgasshall be so positioned to permit any election observer to
office, either in a primary or wheno primary is required under "ead"YObser_e aI_I public aspects of t_he voting process.

s.8.50 (3) (b) the vacancy may be filled by the candidafmliti- (3) The chief inspector or municipal clerk may order the
cal party In the case of countffices, the vacancy shall be filled removalof any individual exercising the right under s(i).if that

by the chairperson of thepunty committee. If no county commit individual commits an overt act which does any of the following:
teeexists, the vacancghall be filled by the chairperson of the state (a) Disrupts the operation of the polling place, clerifice,
committee. For other dices, the vacancy shall filed by the or alternate site under8.855

chairpersorof the stateommittee. The appropriate chairperson (p) \iolates s12.03 (2)or 12.035

shallfile with the oficial or agency with whom nominatiqapers
arefiled for the ofice a certificate signed, certified and sworn ton
the same as an original nominatipaper The certificate shall
statethe cause of the vacandle name of the new nominee an
the office for which the nomination is made. A political party may,
not nominate aandidate for an 6€e for which no person repre

(4) Noindividual exercising the right under s(ib) may view
e confidential portion of a registration list maintained under s.
.36(4) or a poll list maintained under&.79 (6) Howeverthe
spectorsor municipal clerk shall disclose to such an individual,
ponrequest, thexistence of such a list, the number of electors
: . e . whosenames appear on the list, and the number of those electors
sentingthat party has filed nomination papers ardeclaration of who have voted at any point in teoceedings. No such individ

candidacy. . . ual may view the certificate of an absent elector who obtains a
(2) The certificate shall be filed within 4 days of the date ofonfidentiallisting under s6.47 (2)

notification of the vacancy and shall have the sarfexefs origi (5) The board may promulgate rules that are consistent with

nal nomination papers. ~ therequirements of suk?) regarding the proper conduct of indi
(3) If the vacancy occurs after ballots have been printed in apgyualsexercising the right under suft), including the interac

county or municipality the chairperson of the committee filling tion of those individuals with inspectors and other electidi of

thevacancy shall supply the municipal clerk with stickers contaigjg|s.

ing the name of the new nominee anfjhe stickers may be N0 yigiory: 1989 a. 1921999 a. 491999 a. 156,672 1999 a. 1822001 a. 39109

largerthan the space provided on the ballot for the original eandoosa. 451 2013 a. 177

date’sname and dice.

(4) Therecan be no vacancy in nomination prior to a party pri

mary, except when no primary is required undes.50 (3) (b) SUBCHAPTERII
(5) In the event of failure to file the name afcurrent state
chairpersonas required under 8.17 (12) the board may not rec CANVASS OF RETURNS AND CERFICATION
ognizethe state committee fahe purpose of filling vacancies
undersub.(1). 7.50 Elector intent. (1) REQUIREMENTSAND RESTRICTIONS.
History: 1971 c. 304.29 (2) 1973 c. 3331975 c. 93200, 1977 c. 34p427,1979  (a) Except as provided in 8.15 (6) only ballotsprovided by the
c.311;1983 a. 4841985 a. 3041987 a. 3911993 a. 1841999 a. 182 personauthorizedo have them printed shall be cast and counted

in any election.

(b) When an elector casts more votes for afigebr measure

thanhe or she is entitled to cast at an election, all the electotes
for that ofice ormeasure are invalid and the elector is deemed to

avevoted fornone of them, except as provided in igrand sub.

) (d). If an elector casts less votes for arficefor measure than
he or she igntitledto cast at an election, all votes cast by the elec
tor shall be counted but no vote shall be counted more than once.
7.41 Public’s right to access. (1) Any member of the pub (c) If an elector casts more than one vote for the same candidate
lic may be present at any polling place, in tHie@fbf any munici ~ for the same dice, the first vote is valid and the remaining votes
pal clerk whose difce is located in a public building on any dayareinvalid.
that absentee ballots may be cast in thi&tefor at arelternate (d) Whenever an electronic voting system is used at a polling
siteunder s6.8550n any day that absentee ballots haycast at placein a partisan primaryand the same ballot igilized to cast
that site for the purpose of observation of an election thed votesfor candidates of morénan one recognized political party
absentedallot voting procesexcept a candidate whose namer candidates of a party and independent candidates, if an elector
appearn the ballot at the polling place or on an absentee baltttsignates preference for a party or for independent candidates,
to be cast at the cleskbfice or alternate site at that election. Thenly votes cast within that preference category may be counted.
chiefinspector or municipal clerk may reasonably limit the nunif an elector does not designatpreference and makes a mark or
ber of persons representing the samgaoization who ar@er  affixes a sticker opposite candidates of more than one recognized
mitted to observeinder this subsection at the same time. Eaglolitical party or opposite aandidate in the independent candi
personpermitted to observe under this subsecsball print his dates’column and a candidate of a recognized political pagy
or her name in and sign and date a log maintained by the chiefescast by the elector for any candidate for partiséineoéire
inspectoror municipal clerk for that polling placefick, or alter  valid. Votes for othecandidates and votes on ballot questions, if
natesite. any, shall be counted if otherwise valid.

7.40 Sample ballots. Any individual,committee or candi
date,at their own expense, subjectlimitations upon contribu
tionsand disbursementsder ch11, may print a supply of sam
ple ballots, provided they bear on thdace the information
requiredby s.11.30 (2)and they contain all the names shown o
the official ballot.

History: 1987 a. 39k.46m
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(2) AscerTtaiINMENTOF INTENT. All ballots cast at an election electionballot does not invalidate the electovote for any candi
which bear the initials of 2 inspectors shall be counted for the pelatewhose name is written in for thefiok of president of the
son or referendum question for whom or fahich they were United States. The failure of an elector to wiitehe name of a
intendedso far as the electors’ intent can be ascertained from gendidatefor the ofice of president of the United States on the
ballotsnotwithstanding informality or failure to fully comply with generalelection ballot invalidates the elec®wote for any cani
otherprovisions of chs5 to 12. To determine intent: date whose name is written in for théia# of vicepresident of the

(b) A ballot cast without any marks or stickers may not bénited States. The failure of an elector to wiitehe name of a
counted. A ballot without a mark at the tayf a party column may candidateor the ofice of governor or lieutenant governor on the
be counted only for persons for whom marks are applicable. generalelection ballot does not invalidate the eledarote for

() If an elector marks a ballot with a crod6 J, or anyother any candidate whose name is written in for tifiice of governor

marks,as |, A, YO, /,»~, +, within the square to the right of a ean®' Ilgutenant governor alone. . .
didate’sname, or any place within the spacemnich the name _ (im) If an elector votes for an independent candidate for the

appearsindicating an intento vote for that candidate, it is a voteoffice of governor or lieutenant governor but does not vote for any
for the candidate whose name it is opposite. candidate as a running mate of that candidate for fice of lieu

(cm) Any apparent erasure of a mark next to the name of-a clgpantgovernor or governothe vote cast by the elector shall be
didatemay not be counted as a vote for that candidate if the eledfgfordedas a vote cast for bothfiebs and shall not be cumulated
makes another mark next to the name of omaae diferent can  With @ vote cast by any other elector for the same candidate for the
didatesfor the same dite and counting of the mark would resultS@meoffice jointly with any vote cast faa running mate of that
in an excess number of votes cast for thieaf candidate. If an elector votefor independent candidates for the

(d) If an elector writes a pers@mame in the proper space forOff'Ces of governor and I|eutena_1nt governtre vote cast by the
write—in candidates for anfide, it is a vote for the person Writtenelectorshall not be cumulated with a vote cast by any other elector

in for the ofice indicated, regardless of whether the elector striki ©né but not both ahe candidates for whom the elector casts
the names appearing in the same column for the safioe,afr S OF her vote. o S N
placesa markby the same or any other name for the sarfieeof () If an elector writes in or pastes a stickethia position for
or omits placing a mark to the right of the name written in. If aanoffice, it is a vote for that &ite, even if the elector writes in or
electoris permitted to vote for morhan one candidate for thethe sticker indicates the name of aféient ofice.
sameoffice in an election and casts one or more write—in votesHistory: 1977 c. 107272 427, 1979 c. 89311, 328 1981 c. 37%5.20, 22,1981
which, when added to the votes cast for candidates whose na %fggfi_aéllg%ggfga%“z%ﬁg %30(131) }fg% gﬁ%“f%g‘- 3911989 a. 192
appearmn theba"Otv eXC_eed the number of votes authorized to B& poard of canvassers may litsediscretion and make findings only when the-stan
castfor the ofice, the write—in votes shall be counted and the vott{ehsms_of a statﬁ;ﬂo not algzp_ly Sub. (sz; © mlinimizestﬁ btl))aflctltistrc]retio?. Whhe?d X
for candidates whose names appear on the ballot mapenotinereis a quaiitying mark in a qualitying place on the ballot the vote should be
counted,unless there are more write=in votes than votes auttfgy g qeay ¥ -0 20° Seool DIStrct2004 W1 G 268 Ws. 2d 335677 N.W2d
rized to be cast, in which case no votes may be counted for the
office. 7.51 Local board of canvassers. (1) CANVASS PROCE
(em) Except as otherwise provided in this paragraph, write—ure. Immediately after the polls close the inspectors except any
votesshall only be counted if no candidates have been certifiedtepectorappointed under .30 (1) (b)shallproceed to canvass
appearon the ballot. If candidates have been certifiedpear publicly all votes received at the polling place. In any munieipal
on the ballot, write—in votes maynly be counted for candidatesity wherean electronic voting system is used, the municipat gov
who file registration statements undef$.05 (2g) If a candidate erningbody orboard of election commissioners may provide or
certifiedto appear on the ballot dies or withdraws before the elefuthorizethe municipal clerk or executivrector of the board of
tion, all write—in votes shall be counted. When writevotesare  electioncommissioners to provide for the adjournment of the can
counted every vote shall be countéar the candidate for whom vassto one omore central counting locations for specified poll
it was intended, if the electsrintent can be ascertained from théng places in the manner prescribed in subittof ch. 5 No cen
ballotitself. tral counting location may be used to count votes at a polling place
(f) If a sticker applied tthe ballot lists a candidagehame and wherean electronic voting system is not employed. The canvass,
the office which the candidate seeks, it is a vote for the nametherconducted at the polling place at a central counting
appearingon the sticker even the sticker does not contain a boXocation,shall continue without adjournment until the canvass of
or the elector omits the cross to tfight of the name, or makes aall ballots cast and received on or before election day is completed
crossin another column for a candidate for the sanfieaaf If a  andthe return statement is madeinmunicipalities where absen
stickeris pasted over the name of any candidate printed on the lpgé ballots are canvassed unde7 52 until the canvass of all
lot, it is a vote for the candidate shown on the sticker but no vefesentedvallots cast and received on or before election day is
may be counted for theandidate over which the sticker is pasteompletedand the return statement for those balloteasle. The
Only stickers appearing on the face of the ballot may be countggbpectorsshall not permit access to the name of any elector who
(9) In partisan primaries, if an elector writes in the name of &asobtained a confidential listing unde6s47 (2)during the can
individual on a ballot other than the one on which that individualvass,except as authorized in&47 (8)
nameis shownas a candidate, the write-in vote may not be (2) TaLLving. (a) The inspectors shall first compare the poll
counted. lists, correctingany mistakes until the poll lists agree. The chief
(h) In the general election or a partisan special electionirgpectorand the inspectors who aresponsible for recording
write—in vote may not be counted fany candidate if the candi electorsunder s6.79shall verify the correctness of the poll lists
date’sname appears on thefiofal ballot, except a write—in vote afterthe polls close by each signing their name thergtthere
castfor the same dite under which the candidasaiame appears allots are distributed to electors, the inspectors shall then open
if no other similar name appears on the ballot for afigeof the ballot box and remove and count the number of ballots therein
(hm) In a nonpartisan primary or election using votingvithoutexamination except as is necessary to ascertaiedbht
machinesf an elector is permitted to vote for more than one eand a single ballot. If 2 or more ballots are folded togethersso
datefor thesame dice, a write—in vote may not be counted if theappear as a single ballot, the inspectors shall lay #sgeuntil
voteis cast for a candidate whose name appears on thefballothe count is completed; and ifter a comparison of the count and
thatoffice. the appearance of the ballotgjitpears to a majority of the inspec
(i) The failure by an elector to write fthe name of a candidatetors that the ballots folded together were voted by the pansen
for the ofice of vice president of the United States on the genethkey may not be counted but the inspectors shall mark them as to
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the reason for removal, set them aside and carefulgserve thepolls opened, the number 1,000 shall be added to the number
them. The inspectors shall then proceed under(par registeredvhen the polls closed, before the subtraction is made.

(b) When during the counting of the ballots cast at an election (h) Where a voting machine is used which produces a written
amajority of theinspectors find that a ballot is so defective thatcordof the total votes cast for each candidate or referendum, the
they cannot determine with reasonable certainty for whom it wasitten record shall be presumed correct without reference to the
cast,they shall so mark the ballot and preserve it. The inspecttwtal shown on the recorder in making its original statement,
shall not count the vote cast on the ballot for afigefor which  unlessan error in the record is clearly apparent or unless a-candi
they determine the ballot to be defective. dateat the election, or in the canvass of a referendum an elector

(c) Whenever the number of ballots exceeds the number-of \)(gho voted at the referendum, requests that the machine be viewed.
ing electors as indicated on the poll list, the inspectors shall place(3) SECURING THE BALLOTS. (@) The inspectors shall place
all ballots face up to check for blank ballots. In this paragrapiogetherall ballots counted by them which relate to any national,
“blank ballot” means a ballot on which no votes east for any stateor county dfice or any state, county or technical college dis
office or question. The inspectors shall mark, lay aside and pirict referendum and secure them together so that they cannot be
serveany blank ballots. Except in municipalities where absentaatied or tampered with without breaking the seal. The secured
ballotsare canvassed under7s52 if the number of ballots still ballotstogether with any ballots marked “Defective” shall then be
exceedghe number of voting electors, the inspectors shall plasecuredoy the chief inspectpand, if available, one other inspec
all ballotsface down and proceed to check for the initials. Ther whose party diliation is different than the chief inspector
inspectorsshall mark, lay aside and preserve any ballot not beaarty affiliation, in the ballot container in such a manner that the
ing the initials of 2inspectors or any absentee ballot not bearingpntainercannot be opened without breaking the seals or locks, or
theinitials of the municipal clerk. During the count the inspectodestroyingthe container The inspectors shall place the ballots
shall count those ballots cast by challenged electors the gameastunder s6.97in a separate, securely sealed carrier envelope
the other ballots. which s clearly marked “Sectio®.97 ballots”. The chief inspec

(d) The inspectors shall keep a written statement, in duplica@, and 2 other inspectors shall sign ¢aerier envelope. The ear
of the number of ballots set aside and the number of defective i@ envelope shall not be placed in the ballot contairiEne
lots and challenged ballots. The statement shall contain a rectigpectorsshall then deliver the ballots to the municipal clerk in
of the reasons for setting aside each ballot and the reasons {gypallot container and carrier envelope.

eachdefective or challenged ballot is defective or challengéz: (b) For ballots which relate ontyp municipal or school district
inspectorsshall certify thathe statement is correct, sign it, anafficesor referenda, the inspectors, in lieu of. f&); aftercount
attachit to the tally sheets. ing the ballots shall return them to the proper ballot boxes, lock the

(e) Except in municipalities where absentee ballots are cdtPxes,paste paper over the slots, sign theimes to the paper and
vassedunder s7.52, if after any ballots have been laid aside, th@eliverthem and the keys therefor to the municipal or schoel dis
number of ballots still exceeds the total nhumber of e|ectort§iCt clerk. The clerk shall retain the ballatstil destruction is
recordedon the poll list, the inspectors shall separate the abserfééhorizedunder s7.23
ballots from the other ballots.If there is an excess number of (¢) Where voting machines are used, as soon as the count is
absentedallots, the inspectors shall place the absentee balloteompleteand fully recorded, thinspectors shall seal, close and
theballot box and one of the inspectors shall publicly and witholaick the machine, aremove the record so it cannot be voted on
examinationdraw therefrom bychance the number of ballotsor tampered with. They shall then proceed to separately canvass
equalto the excess number of absentee ballots. If there isardreturn any paper ballots voted unde5.40 (3)to (6). The
excessmumber of nonabsentee ballots, thepectors shall place inspectorsshall count the challenged ballots the same as other bal
thoseballots in the ballot box and one of the inspectors shall pubts. Upon completion of theanvass, the inspectors shall return
licly and without examination draw therefrom by chance the nuthe paper ballots in a separate envelope marked “Paper Ballots”.
ber of ballots equal to the excess number of those ballots. All b&iheinspectors shall place tinecord of write—in votes cast on the
lots so removed may not be counted but shall be specially markeachinesn an envelope marked “hite-In \otes”. The inspec
ashaving been removed by the inspectors on original canvass thrs shall return thgaper ballots and write—in votes along with
to an excess number of ballots, set aside and preserved. Whearlygrinted voting record produced by the voting machines to the
numberof ballots andotal shown on the poll list agree, the inspealerk under par(a) or (b) or to the board of electiocommission
torsshall return all ballot® be counted to the ballot box and shakrs. The inspectors shall place the envelopes and printed voting
turn theballot box in such manner as to thoroughly mix the ballotsecord in a properly sealed bag or contaiimeticating the ward
The inspectors shall then open, coamd record the number of or wards and county
votes. When the ballots are counted, the inspectors shall separatgd) Except in municipalities where absentee ballots are can
theminto piles for ballots similarly voted. Objections may bgassedinder s7.52, all absentee certificate envelopes which have
madeto placement of ballots in the piles at the time the separatiglenopened shall be returned by the inspectors to the municipal
is made. clerkin a securely sealed carrier envelope which is clearly marked

(f) If corrected ballots are distributed undeb.82 (3)or7.10 “used absentee certificate envelopes”. The envelopes shall be
(3), only the votes cast on the corrected ballots may be countedsignedby the chief inspector and 2 other inspectors. Except when
any office or referendum in which the original ballotsfeiiffrom theballots araused in a municipal or school district election pnly
the corrected ballots. the municipal clerk shall transmit the used envelopes to the county

(9) Immediately after the polls close, where votingchines clerk.
are used, the inspectors shall open the registering or recordingl4) ANNOUNCEAND REPORT. (&) The tally sheets shall state the
compartment®r remove the recoraf the votes cast and shall eantotal number of votes cast for eactiioé andfor each individual
vass,record, announce and return on the tally sheetzantifi- receivingvotes for that dfce, whether or not the individual’
catesfurnished. In recording the votes registered on any countemeappears on the ballot, asball state the vote for and against
which, before theopening of the polls, did not register 000, theachproposition voted on. Upon completion of the tally sheets,
inspectorsshall upon the return sheets subtract the numglggs  the inspectors shall immediately compléhe inspectors’ state
teredbefore the polls opened from the number registered when thent. The inspectors shall state the excess, if Bypyhich the
polls closed. The diérencebetween the 2 numbers is the correatumberof ballots exceeds the numhrelectors voting as shown
vote for the candidate whose name was represented by Hyethe poll list and shall state the number of the last elector as
counter,exceptif the number registered on the counter when trghownby the poll lists. At least 3 inspectors, including the chief
polls closed is smaller than the numbiegistered thereon wheninspectorand, unless electionfafials are appointed undﬂso
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(4) (c) without regard to party fifiation, at least one inspector canvassingf mechanical voting machines insofar as applicable,
representingach political partybut notincluding any inspector exceptas otherwise provided in $85t05.89

appointedunder s7.30 (1)(b), shall then certify to the correctness History: 1971 c. 30%.29 (2) 1977 c. 291977 c. 394.53; 1977 c. 427447,

of the statement and tally sheatsd sign their names. All other1979c. 260ss.36, 48, 1979 c. 31; 1981 c. 4391, 1983 a. 183442, 1983 a. 484s.
electionofficials assisting with the tally shall also certify to the/ ?*3;;' 11;927(2_) 1129’7‘3135;‘9- ‘2_3%388; 360112g?%71%372?)6%9;129685336552.1%1;gg?
correctnesf the tally sheets. When the tally is complete, th€gg 201 a. 75115 2013 a. 180

inspectorsshall publicly announce the results from the statementcross-reference: See also ctGAB 5, Wis. adm. code.

_(b) The chief inspectopr one of the inspectors appointed by, =EeERS T ate 00amer sl Boae o e bl access requirements
him or hey immediately after the votes are tabulated or CountEﬁwhen they convene for the purpose of carrying out their statutory canvassing activ
at each election, shall report the returns of the election to thes, butnot when they are gathered only as individual inspectors fulfilling adminis
municipal clerk or to the schodlistrict clerk for school district trativgduties. The gathering of election inspectors in a polling place constitutes_ a
elections except in 1st class cities. The clerk shall then miake [iarin socion beamsone oorg - O 2Her (e polls dlose and the canvassing
returnspublic. “While canvassing boards must provide the public a reasonable opportunity to mea

(5) RETURNS. (a) 1. The inspectors shall mak# and accu Plngfully observe their meetings, they ma}ylmpmonable limits on public access

! ... to the extent necessary to protect éffective and orderly conduct of the canvass.

rate return of the votes cast for each candidate and propositioRisame principles of reasonableness govern the psilgiportunity to inspect
tally sheeforms provided by the municipal clerk for that purposelectiondocuments and materials at canvassing board mee@®s. 5-14
Eachtally sheeshall record the returns for eaclicg or referen
dumby ward, unless combined returns are authorized in accofdb15 Counting of certain absentee ballots received
ancewith s.5.15 (6) (b)in which casehe tally sheet shall record after election day. (2) Each certificate envelogbat is mailed
thereturns for each group of combined wards. to an absentee elector and each certificate envelope that is trans

2. After recording the votes, the inspectors shall seatara m!ttedto_ a military or overseas elector undes.87(3) (d)under
rier envelope outside the ballot bag or containertathesheet and this section shall be clearly labeled as “C_a_st by an absentee elector
onepoll list for delivery to the county clerk, unless #ection unders.7.515 Wis. Stats., and may be eligibletie counted after
relatesonly to municipal or school districtfides or referenda. €lectionday”

3. The inspectors shall also seal the inspectors’ statement(3) A ballot that is cadty an absentee electtmat is received
insidea separate carrier envelope, and shall similarlyiseadep by mail from the U. S. postal service, and tisapostmarked no
aratecarrier envelope one tally sheet and one poll list for delivelgterthan election day shall be counted as provided irsdgton
to the municipaklerk. For school district elections, except in 1sf it is received by a municipal clerk no later thap.sh. on the
classcities, the inspectors shall seal aakly sheet and one poll Friday after the election.
list for delivery to the school district clerk. (4) For purposes of sulf3), if a certificate envelope is not

4. Theinspectors shall immediately deliver all ballots, statgpostmarkedr has a postmark that is not legible to the board of
ments,tally sheets, lists, and envelopes to the municipal clerkcanvassersand the envelope was received by mail from the U.S.

5. Uponreceipt of the materials under sud.the municipal postalservice in the manner and within theriod prescribed in
clerk shall make sticient copies of the inspectorstatement sub.(3), it is presumed that the envelope was placed in the mail
undersub.(4) (a)andseal one copy of the statement inside a capn or before election daynless established by a preponderance
rier envelope together with the envelope containing any materiafsthe evidence to the contrary
requiredto be delivered to the county clerktbe school district (5) No later than the closing hour of the polls on the dfy
clerk. The municipal clerk shall retain the original inspectorsachelection, the municipal clerk of each municipality shall post
statement. at his or her dice andon the Internet at a site announced by the

(b) The municipal clerk shall deliver all ballots, statementsjerk before thepolls open, and shall make available to any person
tally sheets, lists, and envelopes relating to a school diskeiet uponrequest, a statement of the number of absentee ballots that
tion to the school district clerk, excluding any absentee bdkiats the clerk has mailed or transmitted to absentee electors under this
arereceived after the closing hour on election night and any-progkctionand that have not been returned to the polling places where
sionalballots, by 4 p.m. on the day following each such electiqRe electors reside by the closing hour on election @ posting
andshall deliver to the school district clerk any amended staigha|not include thexames or addresses of any absentee electors.
ments,tally sheets, and lists for additional provisional and absen (6) (3) Whenever the municipal clerk of amyunicipality

teeballots canvassed undefs97 (4)or7.515 (6) (bno later than rif;eivesan absentee ballot cast by an absentee elector under this

4 p.m. on the Monday after the election. The municipal clerk shall” " . . s . .
deliver to the county clerk the ballots, statements, tally shee?s,cnon‘"’mI theballot is not received in sfidient time for delivery
0'the polling place serving the residence of the elector on election

lists, and envelopes fohnis or her municipality relating to any ; . - . o

county, technical college district, state, or national election daybut is received .W'th'n.the time specified in s(#), the clerk

later than 4 p.m. on the day following each such electigrnor shall promptly _proylde written notice to th_mard of canvassers
of each municipalityspecial purpose district, and county tisat

municipalitieswhere absentee ballots are canvassed undé&s. ; : X
by 4 p.m. on the 2nd day following each setéction, and shall responsibldor canvassing the election of the number of such bal

deliverto the county clerk any additional provisional amsentee Iqts t.hat have been received by the clerk in each ward or election

ballotscanvassed under&97 (4)or 7.515 (6) (b)ogether with district.

amendedstatements, tallgheets, lists, and envelopes no later than (b) Whenever a board of canvassers receives notification from

4 p.m. on the Monday after the election. The person delivering theunicipal clerk under pia), the board of canvassers shall meet

returnsshall be paid out of the municipal treasuBach clerk shall no later than 9 a.m. on the Monday after the election. The board

retain ballots, statements, tally sheets, or envelopes received tfycanvassers shall proceed to open and recordaimes of the

the clerk until destruction is authorized unde? 23 (1) absenteelectors whose ballots have been received. If the ballot
(6) ELECTRONICVOTING sYSTEMS. The procedure faranvass castby an absentee elector is otherwise valid,ltberd of can

ing of votes cast at polling places utilizing an electronic votingassershall counthe ballot and adjust the statements, certifica

systemin which ballots are distributed to electstsll follow the tions, and determinations accordinglylf the municipal clerk

procedurefor canvassing paper ballots insofar as applicable, attdnsmitsreturns of the election to the county clerk, the municipal

the procedure for canvassing of votes cast at polling places utiliterk shall transmit to the county clerk a copy of the amended

ing an electronic voting machirghall follow the procedure for returns together with all additional ballots and envelopes
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reviewed by the board of canvassers and with amended taignvassershall enter an indication on the poll list next to the

sheets. applicant’'sname indicating an absentee ballot is cast by the elec
History: 2005 a. 4512011 a. 7585.20, 22, 23, 251027; Stats. 201 s. 7.5152011  tor. Theboard of absentee ballot canvassers shall then open the
a.us. envelopecontaining the ballain a manner so as not to deface or

) destroythe certification thereon. The board of absentee ballot
7.52  Canvassing of absentee ballots. (1) (&) The gov  canyassershall take out the ballot without unfolding itmermit
erningbody of any municipality may provide by ordinance thating it to be unfolded or examined. Unless the ballot is cast under
in lieu of canvassing absentee ballots at polling places undeg $ o5 the board of absentee ballot canvassers iy that the
6.88 the municipal board of absentee ballot canvassesty 5|0t has been endorsed by the issuing clerk. If the poll list indi
natedunder s7.53 (2m)shall, at each election held in the muniCiatecthat proof of residends required and no proof of residence
is enclosed or the name or address on the document that is pro
by 8 p.m. on election dayPrior to enacting an ordinance undefyeqjs not the same as the name and address shown on the poll
this subsection, the municipal clerk or board of election comMigg; ‘the hoard of absentee ballot canvassers shall proceed as pro
sionersof the municipality shall notify theoard in writing of the \iqequnder s6.97 (2) The board of absentee ballot canvassers
proposecenactment and shall consult with the board concemigg|imark the poll list numbesf each elector who casts an absen
administratiorof this section. At every election held in the muniGoapaliot on the back of thelectofs ballot. The board of absentee

ipality following enactment of aardinanceunder this subsection, - ;
the board of absentee ballot canvassers shall, any timet}auféterEgl)l(cgncéjl g\r/]?gf ?@ gll;;r;rg g%ﬁ;&eeg? Ilcl)cc))t”'rllig trtlsrﬁtr)%[?gﬂt;arllot
openingof the polls andefore 10 p.m. on election dgublicly his or her name on the poll list

conveneto count the absentee ballots for the municipalithe '
municipalclerk shall give at least 48 hours’ notice of any meeting () Whenthe board of absentee ballot canvassers finds that a
underthis subsection. Any member of the public has the safgrtificationis insuficient, that the applicant isot a qualified

right of access to a meeting of the municipal board of absbatee electorin the ward or election district, that thallot envelope is

lot canvassersinder this subsection that the individual woul@Pe€nor has been opened and resealed, that the ballot envelope
haveunder s7.41to observe theroceedings at a polling place.containsmore than oneallot of any one kind, or that the ceifi

The boardof absentee ballot canvassers may order the removaf8teof a military or overseas elector who received an absbatee

anyindividual exercising the righb observe the proceedings ifot by facsimile transmission or electronic mail is missing, or if
the individual disrupts the meeting. proofis submitted to the boaaf absentee ballot canvassers that

(b) A municipality that adopts the canvassing procedure un elector voting an absentee ballot has since died, the bbard
this section may appoint additional inspectors undess. (2)(a) absentedallot canvassers shall not count the ballot. Each-mem
to assist the absentee ballot board of canvassers in canva: gf the board of absentee baIIot“canvassers_s_haII endorse ev%ry
absentedallots under this section. In such case, an odd num tbnot C(j:oufnteg on the %ale as rejecte?éﬁlvm_g the reas?]n).
of inspectors shall be appointed, and at no time may there be [dag Poard of absentee ballot canvassehall reinsert each
than3 inspectors who serve. Except as authorized ir86.(4) rejectedballot into the certificate envelope in which it was deliv

(c), all inspectors shall befdfated with one of the 2 recognized €réd and enclose the certificate envelopes and ballots, and
political parties receiving the lgest numbers of votes for presi Sécurelyseal the ballots and envelopes in an envelope marked for
dent,or for governor in nonpresidential genegtction years, in rejectedabsentee ballots. The board of absentee ballot canvassers

themunicipality The party whose candidate receivedigngest shallendorse the er]velope as “rejected ballots,’j with a statement
paty. party WHose ) ; of the ward or election district and date of #iection, and each

tor than the party whose candidate received the neydsanum member of the board of absentee ballot canvassers shall sign the
ber of votes in thenunicipality Each inspector so appointed shafftatement. The board of absentee ballot canvassers shall then
be a qualifiedelector of the municipality The inspectors who are returnthe envelope containing the ballots to the municipal clerk.
appointedunder this paragraph shall serve urtlerdirection and  (4) (a) The board of absentee ballot canvassers shalbtyem
supervisionof the board of absentee ballot canvassers. the ballot box and remove and count the number of ballots therein
(c) In each municipality where absentee ballots are canvas¥dfpout examination except as is necessary to ascertaieahht
underthis section, no later than the closing hour of the polls, thea Single ballot. If 2 or more ballots are folded togethersto
municipalclerk shall post at his or herfafe and on the Internet @ppeams a single ballot, thigoard of absentee ballot canvassers
ata site announced by the clerk before the polls open, and sRBflllay them aside until the count is completed; and if, after a
make availableto any person upon request, a statement of th@mparisonof the count and the appearance of the ballots it
numberof absentee ballots that the clerk has mailed or transmit@iPeardo the board of absentee ballot canvassers that the ballots
to electorsand that have been returned by the closing hour on elididedtogether were voted by the same person they shall not be

tion day The posting shafiot include the names or addresses gountedbut the board of absentee ballot canvassers shall mark
any electors. themas to the reason for removal, set them aside, and carefully

(2) In counting the absentee ballots, the board of absbatee preserveghem. The board of absentee ballot canvassers shall then

lot canvassers shall use 2 duplicate copies of a single poll list Pspceedunder par(b).

the entire municipality prepared in accordance with.86 (2) (b) When during the counting of the ballots cast at an election
Uponaccepting each absentee ballot, the board of absentee b#i@oard of absentee ballot canvassers finds that a baBot is
canvassers shall enter a poll list number on the poll list next to @fective that it cannot determine with reasonable certainty for
nameof the elector who voted the ballot, beginning with the nurivhomit was cast, the board of absentee ballot canvassers shall so
berone. If the electdés name does not appear on the poll list, th@ark the ballot and preserve it. The board of absentee baliot can
boardof absentee ballot canvassers shall enter the number orassershall not count the vote cast on the ballot for afigefor
separatdist maintained under this subsection. which it determines the ballot to be defective.

(3) (a) The board of absentee ballot canvassieadl first open (c) Whenever the number of ballots exceeds the number-of vot
the carrier envelope onlyand, in such ananner that a member ofing electorsas indicated on the poll list, the board of absentee bal
the public, if he or she desired, could hemmnounce the nanté  lot canvassers shall place all ballots face up to check for blank bal
the absentlector or the identification serial number of the abselats. In this paragraph, “blank ballot” means a ballot on which no
electorif the elector has a confidential listing unde6s}7 (2) votesare cast for any i€e or question. The board of absentee
Whenthe board of absentee ballot canvassers finds that the ceftiéillot canvassers shall mark, lay aside, and preserve any blank
cationhas been properly executed and the applicant is a qualifiedlots. If the number of ballots still exceeds the number of voting
electorof the ward oelection district, the board of absentee ballatlectorsthe board of absentee ballot canvassers shall place-all bal
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lots face down and proceed to check for the initials. The bafardanddetermine the legality of the ballot the same as if the badlbt
absentedallot canvassers shall mark, lay asai®] preserve any beenvoted in person.
ballot not bearing the initials of the municipal clerk. During the (b) For the purpose of deciding upon ballots that are-chal
count,the board of absentee ballot canvassers shall count th%edfor any reasorthe board of absentee ballot canvassers may
ballotscast by challenged electors the same as the other balle{gli before it any person whose abseritakot is challenged if the

(d) The board of absentee ballot canvassers shall keep a wrigiersonis availableto be called. If the person challenged refuses
statementin duplicate, of the number of ballots sstde and the to answerfully any relevant questions put to him or her by the
numberof defectiveballots and challenged ballots. The statemehbard of absentee ballot canvassers unde.82 the board of
shall contain a record dhe reasons for setting aside each balleéibsentedallot canvassers shall reject the persordte. If the
andthe reasons why each defective or challerigaibt is defee  challengeis not withdrawn after the persorfering to votehas
tive or challenged. Thieoardof absentee ballot canvassers shalinsweredhe questions, one of the membefrthe board of absen
certify that the statement is correct, sign it, and attach it to the talyeballot canvassers shall administer to the person the following
sheets. oathor afirmation: “You do solemnly swear (orfain) that: you

(e) If, after anyballots have been set aside, the number ef balre 18 years ohge; you are a citizen of the United States; you are
lots still exceedshe total number of electors recorded on the patiow and for 28 consecutive days have been a resident of this ward
list, the board of absentee balt@nvassers shall place the abserexcept under §.02 (2) stats.; you have not voted at this election;
teeballots in theballot box and one of the members shall publiclyou have not made any bet or wager or become directly or indi
andwithout examination drawherefrom by chance the numberrectly interested in any bet or wager depending upon the result of
of ballots equal to the excess number of ballots. All ballots #us election; you are not on any other ground disqualified to vote
removedshall notbe counted but shall be specially marked as haat this election.” If the person challenged refuses to takedtte
ing been removed bthe board of absentee ballot canvassers on affirmation, the persos’vote shall be rejected. If the person
original canvass due to an excess number of ballots, set aside,dralengedanswers fully all relevant questions put to éhector
preserved When the number of ballots and total shown on the pbly the board of absentee ballot canvassers un@e9 takes the
list agree, the board of absentee ballot canvassers shall returoathor afirmation, and fulfills the applicable registration reqeire
ballotsto becounted to the ballot box and shall turn the ballot baxents,andif the answers to the questions given by the person indi
in such manner as to thoroughly mix the ballots. The boardaztethat the person meets the voting qualification requirements,
absentedallot canvassershall then open, count, and record théhe persons vote shall be received.

numberof votes. Wherthe ballots are counted, the board of (6) Theboard of absentee ballot canvassers shall review each
absentedallot canvassers shall separate them into pileabr certificateenvelope to determine whether any absentee hsillot
lots similarly voted. Objections may be madeptacement of bal  castby an elector whose namappears on the poll list as ineligible
lots in the piles at the time the separation is made. to vote at the election, including ineligibility to vote by reason of
(f) If corrected ballots unders.06 (6)or5.72 (3)are distrib  a felony conviction. If the board of absentee ballot canvassers
utedunders.7.10 (3) only the votes cast on the corrected ballotgceivesan absentee ballot that has been cast by an elector whose
may be counted for any fai€e or referendum in which thariginal nameappears on the poll list as ineligible to vote, the inspectors
ballotsdiffer from the corrected ballots. shall challengethe ballot in the same manner as provided for
(g) The board of absentee ballot canvassers shall placspectoranakingchallenges under 8.92and shall treat the bal
togetherall ballots counted by it thaélate to any national, state,lot in the manner as provided for treatment of challenged ballots
or county ofice or any state, countgr technical collegdistrict by inspectors under 6.95
referendumand secure themogether so they cannot be untied or (7) The board of absentee ballot canvassers shall maintain
tamperedwith without breaking theseal. The secured ballots,tally sheets on forms provided by the municipal clerk, which shall
togetherwith any ballotsmarked “Defective,” shall then be statethe total number of votes cast for eacficefand for each
securecby the board of absentee ballot canvassers in the bajldividual receiving votes for that fie, whether or not the indi
containerin such a manner that the container cannot be openggual’sname appears on the ballot, and shall state the vote for and
without breaking the seals dwocks, or destroying the container againsteach proposition votesh. Upon completion of the can
Theboard of absentee ballot canvassers shall place the ballots ¢astof the absenteleallots, the board of absentee ballot canvass
unders.6.97in a separate, securely sealed carrier envelope whigf3shall immediately complete statements in duplicate. state
is clearly marked “Sectior6.97 ballots.” Each member of the mentsshall state the excess, if aby which the number of ballots
boardof absentee ballot canvassers shall sign the carrier envelei@eedshe number of electors voting as showntig poll list
The carrier envelope shall not be placedtie ballot container ysedby the board of absentee ballot canvassers under this section
Theboard of absentegallot canvassers shall then deliver the bahndshall state the poll list number of the last elector as shown by
lots to the municipal clerk the ballot container and carrier eAvethe poll list. Each member of the board of absentee ballot can
lope. vassersshall then certify to theorrectness of the statements and
(h) For ballots that relate only to municipal or school distrigally sheets and sign their names. All other electiditials
offices or referenda, the board of absentee ballot canvassersassistingwith the tally shall also certify to the correctnesshef
lieu of par (a), after counting the ballots shall return them to thially sheets.When the tally is complete, the board of absentee bal
properballot boxes, lock the boxes, paste paper over thesigits, lot canvassers shall publicly announce the results frorstéte
their names to the papeand deliver them and the keys therefoments, and the records thie count are open to public inspection
to the municipal or school district clerk. The clerk shall retain thend copying under s19.35 (1)

ballotsuntil destruction is authorized undef7s23 (8) The board of absentee ballot canvassers shall make full

(i) All absentee certificate envelopes that have been operg@iaccurate return of the votes clsteach candidate and prepo
shallbe returned by thigoard of absentee ballot canvassers to thition on the tally sheet forms. Each tally sheet shall record the
municipalclerk in a securely sealed carrier envelope that is cleagiturnsfor each dice or referendum by ward, unless combined
marked“used absentee certificate envelopeshe envelopes returnsare authorized in accordance witls <5 (6) (b) in which
shallbe signed by each member of the board of abstwaié® casethe tally sheet shall record the returns for egrclip of com
canvassers. Except when the ballots are used in a municipapiaedwards. After recording the votes, the board of absentee bal
schooldistrict election onlythe municipal clerk shall transntiite  |ot canvassers shall seal in a careirvelope outside the ballot bag
usedenvelopes to the county clerk. or container one inspectsrstatement under su#@) (d), one tally

(5) (a) The vote of any absent elector may be challenged dtyeetand one poll list for delivery to the county clerk, unless the
any elector for cause and the board of absentee ballot canvasstastion relates only to municipal or school distridices or ref
shallhave all the power and authority given the inspectongén erenda. The board of absentéallot canvassers shall also simi
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larly seal one statement, one tally sheet,@relpoll list for deliv  place shall be composed of the municipal clerk and 2 other quali

ery to the municipal clerk. fied electors of the municipality appointed by the clerk. The mem
(9) Thegoverningbody of any municipality that has providedPersof the board of canvassers shall serve for 2-year teoms

by ordinance enacted under s(.for the canvassing of absentegnencingon January 1 of each odd-numbered yeearept that any

ballotsat all elections held ithe municipality under this section memberwho is appointed to fill a permanent vacancy steve

may by similar action rescind that decision.  Thereafter absen for the unexpired term of the original appointee.

teeballots at all elections held in the municipality shall be-can 2. If the municipal clerls ofice is vacant or if the clerk cannot

vassedas provided in $.88 performhis or herduties, the mayopresident or board chairper
History: 2005 a. 4512011 a. 2375, 115, 227. sonof the municipality shall designate another qualiédector
o of the municipality to serve in lieu of the clerk for that election.
7.53 Municipal canvass. (1) MUNICIPALITIES WITH ONE 3. If the clerk is a candidate at atection being canvassed,

POLLING PLACE. (a) Where the municipality constitutes one warghe clerk may perform his or her duties the board of canvassers
or combines all wards to utilize a single polling place underls only if the clerk does not have an opponent whose regpears

(6) (b), the canvass of the votes cast at the poftlage shall be o the ballot, or in the cass a recount, if the 6ite the clerk is
conductedpublicly under s7.51and theinspectors, other than seekingis not a subject of the recount. If the clerk is a candidate
any inspector appointed under .30 (1) (b) shallact as the atthe election being canvassed &g an opponent whose name
municipal board of canvassers. The inspectors shall then Cogppearsn the ballot or if the @ite the clerk is seekinig a subject
pletethe return statement for all votes cast at the pofilage. If of 3 recount, the mayopresident or board chairperson of the
thereare no provisional ballots that are eligible todminted mynicipality shall designate another qualified elector of the
unders.6.97and the municipal clerk has not mailed or transmittegnicipality to serve in lieu of the elector for that election.
absentedallots to any electors of the municipality that have not -~ , ¢ any other member of the board of canvasi andi

beenreturned by electionight, and no absentee ballots are bein&’ate at the election beinganvassed, the clerk shall appoint

canvassednder s7.52, the inspectors may complete and sign thg, e qualified elector of the municipality to temporarily fill the
canvass statemeahddetermination on election night. In munic vacancy

ipalitieswhere absentee ballots are canvassed undésX after " )
tﬁe canvass of the absentee ballots is completed un?g’ZSthe _(€) Incities of more than 500,000 population, the board of elec
boardof absentee ballot canvassers shall reconcile the poll listion commissioners shall act as the board of canvassers.
the electors who vote bgbsentee ballot with the corresponding (cm) If one or more temporary vacancies on thenicipal
poll list of the electorsvho vote in person to ensure that no electdoardof canvassers reduces the number of members to less than
is allowed to cast more than one ballot. If an elector who votes3rthe municipal clerk shall appoint a member to fill each vacancy
personhas submitted an absentee ballot, the absentee ballg@Xgeptin cities of more than 500,000 population. In cities of more
void. Except as authorized in péb), if one or more electors of than 500,000 population, the executive director of the board of
the municipality have cast provisional ballots that are eligible glectioncommissioners shall serve asnamber of the board of
becounted under §.97or if the municipal clerk receives one orcanvasserto fill a temporary vacancy on that board.
more absentee ballots by 4 p.m. on the Friday after the election(d) In municipalities with one polling place, the canvass shall
thatare eligible to be counted unde? $15 (6)(b), the inspectors, be conducted under sufil) publicly on election night. In other
actingas the board of canvassers, shall reconveratecthan 9 municipalities,the municipaboard of canvassers shall publicly
a.m.on the Monday after the election to count the valid provtanvasghe returns of everglection. The canvass shall begin no
sionaland absenteballots and shall adjust the returns aceorcearlier than the time that the municipal board of canvassers
ingly. Upon completion of the canvass under this parageaph receiveshe returns from all polling places in the municipality on
any canvass that is conducted undér.52 and ascertainment of electionnight and no later than 9 a.m. on the Monday after the
theresults by the inspectors, @m municipalities where absenteeelection. After anycanvass of the absentee ballots is completed
ballotsare canvassed unde7s52, by the inspectors and the boardinders.7.52 the board of canvassesisall reconcile the poll list
of absentee ballot canvassers, the municipal clerk shall publiofythe electors who vote by absentee ballot with the corresponding
read to the inspectors or theard of absentee ballot canvassensoll list of the electorsvho vote in person to ensure that no elector
the names of the persons voted for and the number of votes igallowed to cast more than one ballot. If an elector who votes in
eachpersonfor each municipal dite, the names of the personspersonhas submitted an absentee ballot, the absentee ballot is
declaredby the inspectors dyoard of absentee ballot canvassensoid. At the spring election, the board of canvassers shall publicly
to have won nomination or election to eamhnicipal ofice, and declarethe results on or before the 3rdeBday in April. The
the number of votes cast for and against each municipal refereoardof canvassers shall prepare a statement showingshés
dum question. of each election for any municipaficE andeach municipal refer
(b) Solely for purposes of the reconvention of a board of ca@ndum. After each primary for municipal fifes, the board of
vasserainder par(a) for a specific election, the municipal clerkcanvassershall prepare a statement certifying the names of those
may determine to replace the members of the board of canvas§gisonswho have won nomination tofafe. After each other
with a 3-member board of canvassers consisting of the clerk, €fectionfor a municipal dice and each municipal referendum,
chiefinspectorand one other inspector who shall be appoibged the board of canvassers shall prepare a determination shiwing
theclerk. If the municipal clerk is a candidate at the election beifigmes of the persons who are elected to each munidigal arfid
canvasseor is unable to serve, the othem2mbers shall appoint theresults of each municipal referendum. The board of canvass
aqualified elector of the municipalitp serve in place of the clerk. ersshall file each statement and determination in tfieeof the
If one of the other members is unable to serve, the municipal cl@inicipalclerk or board of election commissioners.
shall appoint a qualified elector of the municipality serve in (2m) BOARD OF ABSENTEE BALLOT CANVASSERS. (a) If a
placeof that memberThe person or persons making any appointnunicipality elects to count absentee ballotghie manner pro
mentunder this paragraph shall do so by letter which dk&ll vided for in s.7.52 the municipality shall establish a board of
signedby the person or persons, dated, and filed in tfieeobf absentedallot canvassers as provided in.ghay).
the municipal clerk. Upon theppointmentind qualification of (b) Except as provided in pa(c), the municipal board of
all membersthe reconstituted board of canvassers shall thgRsenteevallot canvassers shdie composed of the municipal
reconveneand carry out its responsibilities under.§a). clerk, or a qualified elector of the municipality designated by the
(2) MuNICIPALITIES WITH 2 ORMOREWARDS. (a) 1. Except as clerk,and 2 other qualified electors of the municipality appointed
providedin par (c), the municipal board of canvassers for municby the clerk. The members of the board of absentee lralfot
pal elections in each municipality utilizing more than one pollingassershall serve for 2-year terms commencing on January 1 of
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each odd-numbered yearexcept that any member who isany municipal ofice. When a valid petition for a recount is filed,
appointedo fill a permanent vacancy shall serve for the unexpirglde municipal clerk shall not issue thertificate of election for the
term of the original appointee. If the municipal clerlkifice is office in question until the recount has been completed and the
vacantor if the clerk and the clerk'designee cannot perform histime allowed for filing an appeal has passed, or if appealed until
or her duties, the mayopresident, or board chairpersontbé the appeal is decided.
municipality shall designate another qualified elector of the History: 1971 c. 304.29 (2) 1977 c. 290427, 447; 1979 c. 2601981 c. 314
municipality to serve in lieu of the clerk for that election. If the983a. 1834841985 a. 2251985 a. 3045.93, 155 1987 2391, 1989 a. 1921995
lerki P yndid te at an election bein nv d. the clii o 1652 1999 a. 1822005 a. 4512007 a. 962011 a. 115.

cle 'S aca ate at an election being canvassed, the C O The canvassing activities conducted at the municipal level pursuant tethisn
clerk’s designee may perform the cleslduties on the board of and by school distriatanvassing boards constitute meetings of governmental bodies
absentedallot canvassers only if the clerk does not havepae a”mf.f subject to thg fe%“'femetms O.fdth'ihope“bjﬂee“”gﬁl‘*@bf‘l“ ity

: . Ile canvassing boards must provide the public a reasonable opportuni 0 mea
nentwhose hame appears on the ballot. If the clericanalidate ningfully observe their meetings, they may impressonable limits on public access
at the election beinganvassed by the board of absentee balldtthe extent necessary to protect éfflective and orderly conduct of the canvass.
canvasserand has an opponent whose name appears on the H@ﬂs_ame principles of reasonableness govern the pailglfiportunity to inspect

. . . .. electiondocuments and materials at canvassing board mee@®G. 5-14

lot, the mayarpresident, or board chairperson of the municipality
shall c_zlels_lgna]t‘ethanolthekr qLéatL'_f'ed (;Iecéor of thememlctlp?llt)t/_ ¥54 Contested elections. In all contested election cases,
Servein lieu or the clerk and Nis or ner designee Tor that eleClGfe contesting parties have the right to have the ballots opened and

If any other member of the board of absentee ballot canvissefs j\ave all errors ofhe inspectors, either in counting or refusing

acandidate at the election being canvassed, the clerk shall appgiitlyynt any ballot, corrected by the board of canvassers or court
another qualified elector of the municipality to temporarily fill th%lecidingthe contest. The ballots and related materials may be
vacancy. openedonly in open session of the boartcanvassers or in open

(c) Nothing in this subsection precludes a municipal clerk frogburtand in the presence of thdioifal having custody of them.
appointingindividuals to the board of absentee batlabvassers  pistory: 1983 a. 484

who are simultaneously serving on any other board of canvassers.

(3) SCHOOLDISTRICTELECTIONS. (@) In a common, union high 7.60 County canvass. (1) KeeporFrICEOPEN. On election
or unified school district, the school district clerk shall appoint ightthe county clerk shall keep the clerkifice open to receive
qualified electors of the school district prior to the date of the eleceportsfrom the ward inspectors and shall post all returns.
tion being canvassewho shall, with the school district clerk, (2) CounTy BOARD OF CANVASSERS. The county clerk and
constitutethe school district board @anvassers. If the schoolqualified electors of the county appointed thye clerk constitute
district clerk is acandidate at the election being canvassed, ttiee county board of canvassers. The members of the board-of can
other2 members of the board of canvassers shall designate agfskersshall serve for 2—year terms commencing on January 1 of
memberto serve in lieu of the clerk for that election. The schoelach odd-numbered yearexcept that any member who is
district clerk shall appoint a member to fill any other temporaryppointedo fill a permanent vacancy shall serve for the unexpired
vacancyon the board of canvassers. The canvass shall begirtermof the original appointee. One member of the board of can
laterthan 9 a.m. on theuBsday after the election, and shall-convassershall belong to a political party other than therk’s. The
tinue, without adjournment, until completed. The board of caountyclerk shall designate a deputy clerk who shall perform the
vasseramay returndefective returns to the municipal board otlerk’s duties as a member of the boafdanvassers in the event
canvassers the manner provided in 8.60 (3) If the board of thatthe county clerls ofice is vacant, or the clerk cannot perform
canvassermeets before 4 p.m. on the Monday after the electigiis or her duties. If the county clerk and designated deputy clerk
andthereaftereceives amended statements, tally sheets, and ligtg both unable to perform their duties, the county executive or
from amunicipal clerk for provisional or absentee ballots that ajethere is no county executive, the chairperson of the cdnmatyl
eligible to be counted under&.97 (4)or 7.515 (6) (b)the board of supervisors shall designate another qualified electahef
of canvassers shall reconvene no later than 9 a.m. dudisélay countyto perform theclerk’s duties. If a member other than the
afterthe election and shall adjust treturns accordinglyNo later  clerk cannot perform his or her duties, the clerk shall appoint
than4 p.m. on the Tesdayafter the election, the board of canvassanothermember to serve. Except as otherwisevided in this
ersshall complete the canvass agithll prepare a written state subsectionno person may serve on the county board of canvass
mentshowing the numbers obtes cast for each person for eachrsif the person is a candidate for aficaf to be canvassed by that
office and for and against each question and shall prepare a dejsard. If the clerk is a candidate at an election being canvassed,
minationshowing the names of the persons who are elected to i@ clerk may perform his or her duties on the board ontiggf
schoolboard and the results of any school district referenduglerk has no opponent whose name appears on the baliotoe
Following each primary election, the board of canvassers shalkeof a recount, if theffice the clerk is seeking is not a subject
preparea statement certifying the names of the persons who hafahe recount. If lists of candidates for the county board of can
won nomination to the school board. Each statement and detgissersare submitted tthe county clerk by political party county
mination shall be attestesy each of the canvassers. The boargommittees, the lists shall consist of at least 3 names and the clerk
of canvassers shall file each statement @etgrmination in the shallchoose the board members frtme lists. Where there is a
schooldistrict ofice. The schoatlistrict clerk shall certify nomi countyboard of election commissionerssiiall serve as the board
nationsafter each primary and issue certificates of election to p@f canvassers. If the county board of electimmmissioners
sonswho are elected to the school board after each election in $a¢vesas the board of canvassers, the executive director of the
mannerprovided in sub(4). countyboard of election commissioners shall seases member

(b) In a 1st class city school district, the municipal board of the board of canvassers to fill a temporary vacancy on that
canvassersr election commissioners shdbtermine the results board.
of school district elections and referenda and shall file a written (3) CanvassING. Not later than 9 a.m. on theidsday after
statementnd determination of the results femch election and eachelectionthe county board of canvassers shall open and pub
referendunin the ofice of the city clerk or board of election cem |icly examine the returns. If returns have not been received from
missioners. The board of election commissioners or city clerkny election district or ward in the countyey shall dispatch a
shall certify nominations after each primaagd issue certificates messengeand the person having them shall deliver the returns to
of election to persons who are elected to the bobsdhool diree  the messengerlf, onexamination, any of the returns received are
torsafter each election in the manner provided in . soinformal or defective that the boacdnnot intelligently can

(4) CeRrRTIFICATE OF ELECTION. As soon as the deadline forfil vassthem, they shall dispatchraessenger to deliver the returns
ing a petition for aecount has passed, the municipal clerk shdlackto the municipal board of canvassers with written speeifica
issue promptly a certificate of election to each person electeditms of the informalities or defects and command them to imme
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diately completahe returns or remedy the defects in the manneourtof appealgudge, circuit judge, district attornegnd metre
requiredand deliver them to the messeng&very messenger politan sewerage commissioners, if the commissioners are elected
shallsafely keep all returns, show them to no one butrtheicc  unders.200.09 (1) (am) The statement shall record the returns
pal clerk and board of canvassers and deliver tteethe county for each dfice or referendum by ward, unless combined returns
clerk with all possible dispatch. oTacquire the necessary fullare authorized under $.15 (6) (b)in which case the statement
returnsand remedy any informalities or defetlie county board shallrecord the returns for each group of combined wards. Fol
of canvassers may adjourn not longer thandmeat a time nor lowing primaries thecounty clerk shall enclose on forms pre
more than 2 days in all. scribedby the government accountability board the names, party

(4) STATEMENTS AND DETERMINATIONS. (a) The board of can Or principledesignation, if anyand number of votes received by
vassersshall make separate duplicattements showing the €achcandidate recorded ithe same mannerThe county clerk
numbersof votes cast for the fiées of president and vice presi shalldeliver or transmit the certified statement to the government
dent;stateofficials; U.S. senators and representatives in congred§countabilityboard no later than 9 days after each primary except
statelegislators; justice; court of appeals judge; circuit judgeti€ partisan primaryno later than 10 days aftére partisan pi
district attorneys; and metropolitan sewerage commissionersMgry and any other election except the genetettion, and no
the commissioners are elected unde2@0.09 (1) (am) If a aterthan 14 days after the general election. The board of canvass
municipaljudge elected under £55.01 (4)serves a municipality ersshall deliver or transmit a certified copy of each statement for
thatis located partially within the county and candidates for thafly technical college district referendum to $ecretary of the
judgeship file nomination papers in anotiernty the board of technicalcollege district board.
canvassershall prepare a duplicate statement showing the num (b) If the board of canvassers becomes aware of a materal mis
bers of votes cast for that judgeshighat county for transmittal takein the canvass of an election for statenational dice or a
to the other countyFor partisan candidatefe statements shall statewideor technical college district referendum prior to the
includethe political party or principle designation, if amgxt to closeof business on thagay the government accountability board
the name of each candidate. The board of canvassersaidmll receivesreturns fromthe last county board of canvassers with
preparea statement showing the results of any cqueghnical respecto that canvass, the board of canvassers may petition the
collegedistrict, or statewide referenduniEach statement shall governmentaccountability board toeopen and correct the ean
statethe total number of votes casttire county for each fife; vass. The government accountability board shall direct the can
the names of all persons for whom the votes were cast, as returvegsto be reopened and corrected if it determines that the public
the number of votes cast for each person; and the number of vatderestso requires. If the government accountability board
castfor and against any question submitéc referendum. The directsthe canvass to be reopened, the board of canvassers shall
boardof canvassers shall use one copy of each duplicate statemesonvene and transmit a certifiedrrected copy of the canvass
to reportto the government accountability board, technical co$tatemento the government accountability board or secretary of
legedistrict board, or board of canvassefsiny other county and the technical college district board.
shallfile the other statement in thefioé of the county clerk or (6) CERTIFICATEOFELECTION. Immediately after expiration of
boardof election commissioners. the time allowed to file a petition foa recount the county clerk

(b) The board of canvassers shall then prepare a written deséallissue ecertificate of election to each person who is elected
mination,in duplicate where necessagjving thenames of the to any countyoffice. The certificate notice shall state the amount
personslected to any county fife and toany municipal judge of the required dicial bond, if any When a petition for eecount
ship if the judge is elected undei785.01 (4)andcandidategor is filed, the county clerk shall not issue the certificate of election
thatjudgeship file nomination papers in that coufitye board of for the ofice in question until the recount has been complatet
canvassershall likewise prepare a written determinatghrow  the time allowed for filing an appeal has passed, or if appealed
ing the results of any county referendufollowing any primary until the appeal is decided.
election,the boardf canvassers shall prepare a statement certify (7) OrricIAL CANVASS RECORD. After the certificates of elec
ing the namef all persons who have won nomination to anyion have been preparashder sub(6), the county clerk shall
countyoffice or any municipal judgeshif,the judge is elected retainone copy of the &itial canvass for county fifes and refer
unders.755.01 (4)and candidates for that judgeship file nominaendain his or her dfce for public inspection.
tion papers in that countyThe board of canvassers shall file all History: 1971 c. 304.29 (2) 1973 c. 334s.14,57; 1975 c. 93199, 1977 c. 187

statementsnd determinations in thefiok of the county clerk or g%é ‘1133719739%%%92603%51% 911981 S 61119%833 a-;gg&%@ 53% 51§8é37% 59938“'
: P a. a. a. a. a. . a.
boardof election commissioners. 182 2001 a. 107109, 2005 a. 4512007 a. 12011 a. 75115
(c) In preparing the statements afeterminations, the board Thecanvassing activities conducted by county canvassing boards are meetings of
. : governmentabodies subject to the requirements of the open meetingsvidvile
of C,anvassers shall Carefu”y review the tmhee':s and Inspec c%gnvassing)oards must provide the public a reasonable opportunity to meaningfully
tors’ statement. The boanf canvassers may omit the names Qibservetheir meetings, they may impose reasonable limits on public access to the

individuals whose names do not appear on the ballot and whitientnecessary to protect théagftive and orderly conduct of the canvass. The same
receivea comparatively small number of votes. The board of cqﬁm’;‘;ﬁ,‘;;;?gﬁg{‘sag{eg;e,fvsaggivne;;,gh;gﬂgﬁggg’g“gfﬂmpw election decu
vassershall designate votes received by such individuatsais

teringvotes. The board of canvassers shall append to each state0 State canvass. (1) RECORDING AND PRESERVING
ment and determination a tabulation of the votes cast at easrurns. (@) Upon receipt of the certified statements from the
electiondistrict, ward or combination afards authorized under countyclerks,the board shall record the election results by €oun
s.5.15 (6) (b)in the county for each fi¢e and each individual, tiesand file and carefully preserve the statements.

whether the votes are canvassed or not, as well as the total canp) |f any countyclerk fails or neglects to forward any state

vassedvotes cast for each individual and eacficef except mentsthe boardnay require the clerk to do so immediately and
wherescattering votes are designated. If any votes are rejectgghot received by the 8th day after a primanybythe 1ith day
theboard of canvassers shall specify the reasons therefor  afterany other election, the board may dispatch a special messen

(d) Each statement ardktermination issued under pa@) ger to obtain them. Whenever it appears upon the face of any
and(b) shall be certified as correct and attested to by each canvasstementhat an error has been made in reporting or computing,
er’'s signature. the board may return it to the county clerk for correction.

(5) ReporTING. (a) Immediately following the canvass, the (3) CanvassiNg. (@) The chairperson of the boamda desig
countyclerk shall deliver or transmit to the government acceuntaeeof the chairperson appointed by the chairperson to canvass a
bility board a certified copy of each statement of the county boaygkcificelection shall publicly canvass the retuamsl make his
of canvassers for presidearidvice president, statefafials, sen  or her certifications and determinations on or befoe2nd Tes-
atorsand representatives in congress, state legislators, justitay following a spring primarythe 15th day of May following
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springelection,the 3rd Védnesday following a partisan primary chairperson’sdesignee certifies that the amendment or referen
the first day of December following general election, the 2nddum question is approved.
Thursdayfollowing a special primaryor within 18 days after any (i) The chairperson of the board or the chairpessdasignee
specialelection. shall canvass only regular returns made by the county bafard
(b) The chairperson of the board or the chairpessibesignee canvasserand shall not count or canvass augditional or sup
shallexamine the certified statements of the county boards ef catementalreturns or statements madethg county board or any
vassers.If it appears that any material mistake has been finadeother board or person. The chairperson of the board or the chair
the computation of votes, or any county board of canvassers faifgrson’sdesignee shall not count or canvass any statement or
to canvass the votes omitted votes from any ward or electionreturnwhich has been made by tbeunty board of canvassers at
districtin the countythechairperson of the board or the chairperany othertime than that provided in .60, This provision does
son’s designee may dispatch a messenger to the county clerk withapply to any return made subsequent to a recount urléds.
written instructions to certify the facts concerning the mistake whenthe return is accepted in lieu of any prior return from the
the reason why the votes were not canvassed. A clerk to wheame county for the samefioé; or to a statement giveo the
suchinstructions are delivered shall immediately make a true aglairpersorof the board or chairperserdesigneer a messenger
full answersign it, afix the county seal and deliver it to the messentby the chairperson or designee to obtain a correction.
senger. The messenger shall deliver it with all possible dispatch (5) CerTiFicaTEsOF ELECTION. (a) The board shall record in
to the board. its office each certified statement and determination made by the
(c) The chairperson of the boardtbe chairpersos’designee chairperson of the board or thkairpersors designee. Immedli
shall conclude the state canvass withi days after its com ately after the expiration of the tinadiowedto file a petition for
mencement. recount,the board shall make atrdnsmit to each person declared

(d) When the certified statemerstsd returns are received, theflecteda certificate of election under the seal of the board. It shall
chairpersorof the board othe chairpersos’designee shall pro alsoprepare similar certificatesftested by the administrator of
ceedto examine and make a statement of the total number of vdfigelections division of the board, addressed to the U.S. house of
castat any election for the fifes involved in the election for pres [EPresentativesstating the names of those persons elected as rep
ident and vice president; a statement for each of flee®bf gov resentatives$o the congress from thls_ state. In_the case ofddrs.
ernor, lieutenant governoif a primary and a joint statement for &1°rS, the board shall prepare a certificatelettionfor the gover
the offices of governor and lieutenant goverriba general elec 10T’ signature, and the governor shall sign afid tife great seal

tion; a statement for each of thdics of secretary citate state of the state anttansmit the certificate to the president of the U.S.

treasurerattorney general, and state superintendent; for U.S. <8 nate.The certificate shall be countersigned by the secretary of

ator: representative in congress for each congressional dititeict; State: If @ person elected was elected to fill a vacatigy certit

statelegislature; justice; court of appeals judge; circuit judge; digﬁtgshall SO fsttﬁteb Wk&en at;]/alldhpetltlon f?dr recount is filee, )
trict attorney;metropolitansewerage commission, if the comgmis CNaIrpPersorot thé board or the chairperssruesignee may no

sionersare elected under 200.09 (1) (am) and for any refer Certify & nomination, and the governor or board may not issue a
endaquestions submitted by the legislature certificateof election until the recount has been completed and the

ti llowed for fili Ih d, or if led until
(e) The chairperson of the boardtbe chairpersor’designee tll"E]e glowst 1or TLind an appeal nas passed, or If appealed Unt
I

. (? appeal is decided.
shall make a special statement to the board as soon as poss Fb) For presidential electors, the board shedipare a certifi

after the canvass of the general election certifying name of gteshowing the determination of the results of the canvass and
eachpolitical party which receives at least one percent of the vrfhe names of the persons elected. and the aovernor shall §ian. af
castin such election for any statewiddiog. p P gove gn,
, . thegreat seabf the state, and transmit the certificate by registered

() The statements shall show the persons’ names receivifgii to the U.S. administrator of general services. The governor
votes,and any referenda questions; the whole numb&otEs  gha also prepares duplicate originals of such certificate and
givento each; and an individual listing by the districts or countiggs|iver them to one of the presidential electors on or before the
in which they were given. The namespafrsons not regularly st Monday after the 2nd ¥dnesday in December
nominatedwho received only a comparatively small numoRr o 1971 c. 304.20 (2 1073 c. 334s.15,57, 1975 . 93199, 1977 ¢, 107

votesmay be omitted and their votes designated as scatterig@ 427 449 1979 c. 221260, 328 1983 a. 4841985a. 89304, 1987 a. 3911989
votes. a.31,192 1995 a. 16.2; 1997 a. 271999 a. 156.672 1999 a. 1822005 a. 451
. . . . 2007a. % 2011 a. 3275.

(9) Following each primarglection, the chairperson of the unlessa constitutional amendment provides otherwise, it takestefon the cer
boardor the chairpersos’designee shall prepare a statensent tificagion ﬁf a Stﬁtewide %anvass of the votesdas provided tI)T Sulb- (3TiNlla)legisla g
P f : HER ture has the authority under Art. Xl s. 1 to adopt reasonable election laws to provide
tifying the results of the pnmarwhl(_:h S_ha” indicate the NAMESp 4 state constitutional amendments efiective after canvass and certification.
of the persons who have won nomination to any state or natiog@atev. Gonzales2002 Wi 59 253 Wis. 2d 134645 N.W2d 264 01-0224
office. FoIIowing each other electiotine chairperson of the board Althoughthe GABchairperson or his or her designee is expressly required to “pub

. , . . licly canvass the returns” under sub. (3) (a), those canvassing activities are not subject

or the chairpersos deslgnee shall prepare a statencertifying to tyhe separate requirements of the g)ge(n)meetingsﬂxi\@ 5—%4 .
theresults of the election arsthall attach to the statement a certifi
cateof determination which shall indicate thames of persons 7.75 Presidential electors meeting. (1) The electors for
who have been elected to any state or natiorfeleof The chakr  presidentand vice presidershall meet at the state capitol follow
personof the board othe chairpersos’designee shall likewise ing the presidential election at 12:0060n the first Monday after
preparea statement and certificate for any statewide referendutine 2nd Wednesday in Decembeif there is a vacancy in thefioe
The chairperson of the boamt the chair.persosl’designee shall of an elector due to death, refusal to faiture to attend or other
deliver each statement and determination to the board. causethe electors present shall immediately proceed to fill by bal

(h) Whenever a referendum question submitted to a vote of thk by a plurality of votes, thelectoral college vacancyVhen
peopleis approved, the board shall record it and the secretaryadifelectors are present, or the vacancies filled, they shall perform
stateshall have the record bound in the volume containing tHeeir required duties under the constitutamd laws of the United
original enrolled laws passed at the next succeestisgion of the States.
legislatureand have the record published with the laws thereof. (2) The presidential electors, when convened, shall vote by
Whenevera constitutional amendment or other statewielat  ballot for that person fopresident and that person for vice presi
ing or ratifying referendum question which is approved by tht@entwho are, respectivelyhe candidates dhe political party
peopledoes not expressly state the dateft#fctiveness, it shall which nominated them under&.18 the candidates whose names
becomeeffective at the time the chairperson of the boarther appearedn the nomination papers filed unde8 20 or the can
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didate or candidates who filed their names unde8.485 (2)
exceptthatat least one of the persons for whom the electors vote
may not be an inhabitant of this state. A presidential elector is not
requiredto vote for a candidate who is deceased at the time of the
meeting.

History: 1979 c. 246

7.80 Notice of election. Personal service or service by first
classmail of a certificate of election isfafial notification forall
legal purposes to any person of his or her electionfioeof

History: 1977 c. 427
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